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PEPPING UP THE NEW PIX 





Sponsored Vaudeville, New in J.C: | 
Midwest's Comm Acts, Free Films 








Sponsored vaudeville, something 
along the lines of a commercial radio 


show, is getting its first known trial 
at the Colony, Jeresy City, 1,000- 
seater which was formerly the old 
Keith's Pastime. House has sold its 
stage rights for 10 weeks to tke 
Public Furniture & Outfitters Co., 
of Union City, N. J., deal calling 
for the store to pay for a five-act 
show every Friday night, getting 
week-long lobby and trailer plugs 
in return. 


It’s not the first time for a com- 
mercial show on a stage, but all 
such previous attempts have been 
hooked up with a commercially 
sponsored radio program. This is the 
first time known that a theatre has 
gone out on its own and signed up a 
commercial sponsor of entertain- 
ment. 


Harry Carlin, indie booker of New 
York, is buying the shows, using 
chiefly new acts on a very short 
budget. For Carlin, it’s also a show- 
case for material; for the sponsor 
it’s cheap advertising; for the house 
it’s an entertainment giveaway to 
break the monotony of the Tuesday 
night Jackpot Lucky game. 


Last Friday night’s (14) show, | 


Plus dual pix, included Mason and 
Frieda, Gene Wardeli, Frank Brooks, 
Moss .and Ferris, Baby Barbara. 
Mack Herbert, who set the deal, 


(Continued on page 32) 


How to Win Friends 
And Influence U. S. 
Good Will for Japan? 


San Francisco, July 18. 
Dale Carnegie sailed quietly last 








week for Tokyo, as official guest of 


the Japanese government. He'll 
study the Far Eastern situation and 
gather material for lectures and 
Tadio in the U. S. next fall. Due 
back about mid-September. 

Although the Nipponese govern- 
ment undoubtedly aims to persuade 
the _writer-lecturer-broadcaster of 
the justice of the Japanese view- 
point, and hopes he’ll combat the un- 
favorable sentiment in the U. S. 
when he returns, there are no strings 
to the invite, so Carnegie will be 
free to express any opinions he 
chooses. Douglas Storer 
which handles him, is angling for a 
fall radio spensor. Colgate bank- 
rolled him last season. 





Pancho Villa’s Second 


4 


Neb. Barter B.O. 


Alliance, Neb., July 18. 

New in admissions was the 
charge made by an exhib here 
for entree at his theatre. Put 
on one show for the farmers, to 
which admission was granted on 
the presentation of a full quart 
of grasshoppers at the door. 

Hoppers are the No. 1 west- 
ern Nebraska pest. 


Coast Tourists 
Now Butt In On 
Film Locations 


Hollywood, July 18. 
Annual battle between film studios 

















and summer tourists is doubled in 
spades this year, with the usual 
army of vacationists reinforced by a 
horde of Frisco Fair oglers. In addi- 
tion to their increased numbers, the 
invaders are taking advantage of 
new forms of strategy closely akin 
to skullduggery. 


the hotelkeepers, aided by a flock of 
snipers in the form of bellhops. In 
some hotels the managers openly 
offer their guests free access to the 
studios. Other hotels do it with 
bellhops in a roundabout flanking 
maneuver. Instead of a frontal at- 
tack on the gate, they surround 
troupes on location. 





Through spies inside the studio 
walls, the bellhops learn when and 
where the location crews are going 
to shoot. For a fee they tip off the 
hotel guests and split their bribes 


(Continued on page 46) 


JESSE OWENS ON B.B. 
TOUR; 4-INNING STINTS 


Memphis, July 18. 











Jesse Owens, Negro spotlight 


NEED MORE ZING 
TOHYPO THE BO, 














Producers Heeding Pleas for 
Speedier Action — Frown 
on Preachments — Scribes 


Even Though the S.-A. Is 
Under Wraps 





THAT BREEN BOGEY 





Hollywood, July 18. 


experiment. 

While exhibs the country over are 
wondering why film makers haven't 
done something about hip-hip-hoo- 
raying celluloidia’s semi-centennial, 
those responsible for studio output 
are busying themselves with their 
test tubes, struggling to compound 
new formulae for marquee lure. 

Several times in recent months 
herders of the studio guinea. pigs 
felt certain they had the an- 
swer, only to change their views 
when their ideas reached pre- 
view stage. Walter Wanger’s preach- 
ment against war, ‘Blockade,’ sound- 
ed to him and his associates like 
open sesame to a solution but they 
learned too late that John Public 
dishes out coin for its entertainment 
rather than for sermonizing. RKO’s 


Allied to the attacking army are | Pandro Berman was certain he felt 


the pulse be-t of changing public 

tastes in a number valled ‘Boy 

Slaves,’ built around juve offenders 
(Continued on page 37) 


Ripley’s Freak Show 
Adds to B’way’s Coney 
Is. Aura; It Looks B.0. 


By MIKE WEAR 


Further adding to Broadway’s 
Coney Island atmosphere, the main 
drag now has a freak show, right in 
the heart of Times Square. What's 
more, it looks like a click. It is 
Robert L. Ripley's ‘Odditorium,’ on 








taurant. Opening Thursday night 
(13) after a swank press review, 
Wednesday, it clicked off $1,000 








snatcher in the last Olympics when 


agency, | he outran everybody in the dashes, | 


‘is now one-nighting 


through the! 
isandhill country with a _ baseball 
team (colored) known as the Craw-, 
fords. They play any hometown 
team, for percentage or on guarantee. 


Owens, who has tried politics, | 
leading a band, night clubbing, vaude 


Daughter in Nitery and state and county fair free-acting, 


Philadelphia, July 18. 
Second of the daughters of Pan- 


'is the headliner. After the 4th in-, 


lning, he handicaps the opposing good momentum. 


baseball outfit’s fastest man by giv- 


opening day and has built each day 
since. 

Initial week looks like $10,500 
which is $4,000 or more above actual 
operating expense per week. Scale 
is 40c. adults; 25c. for children, with 
15-25c. tap till 2 p.m. 

‘Believe It or Not’ Ripley’s news- 
paper and radio rep should give this 
combo museum and auditorium grind 
(six to eight performances daily) 
Museum pieces 
represent. high spots in his lifetime 


che Villa, famed Mexicon hero-bad ing him a 5-yard lead and knocks of collecting unusual ‘believe it or 


man, has joined the entertainment 
Staff of the Embassy nitery here. 


‘him off at 100 yards. 
lin 9.6 seconds time for the event, then 


Usually turns 


nots.” Ripley claims the objects on 
display are- irreplaceable. It cost 


Sister Celia warbles, while the circuiting the bases in around 14.1 $160,000 to remodel and fix up the 
newcomer, Ponchita, is a toe-terper. seconds. Bows and to the showers. ! 


(Continued on page 30) 


Told to Punch Up Yarns, | 


This is the year of Hollywood's big | 


the site of the former Hollywood res- | 


Fore-Armed 


Boston, July 18. 
| Sinclair Lewis, who’s been ac- 
tive in the theatre for the last 
couple of seasons, is currently 
writing a novel with a straw- 
hat background. Nobel prize- 
winner explains that each of the 
principal characters is based on 
at least four different persons. 
‘But when the book comes 
out, he adds, ‘everyone from 














whom I took even a compli- 
mentary trait or mannerism 
will swear the entire character 
is based on him. I'll have to 
retire from the theatre for about 
| a year after that.’ 








} 
| 


Sponsor Slips 
Bob Hope Cuffo 
Trip to Europe 


When Bob Hope got his renewal 
|of contract from Pepsodent he was 
‘handed, along with the covenant, 


| transportation tickets for a European 
| trip de luxe both ways, plus a letter 
of credit for $25,000. He sails after 
his current Par, N. Y., personal, 
starting today (Wed.). The gesture 
implied in the gift is not common 
for radio. 

Recently Hope was taken aboard 
the yacht owned by Kenneth G. 
Smith, Pepsodent prez. ‘This’, he 
was told, ‘is the ship that Amos 'n’ 
Andy built.’ 

‘If I'm on the Pepsodent payroll | 
much longer,’ wisecracked Hope, | 
‘they'll be using it as a tender.’ 


AU-KID PLAY AS) 
ANTI-WAR MESSAGE 


| 

















Eddie Dowling has an all-children 
fantasy play idea, with a cast of 15 
to be 100% young talent—offspring | 
of name personages, either in the| 
| theatre, literati or the contempo- | 
|Tary arts. Titled ‘Peter Penny Un-| 
der the Dream Tree,’ and authored | 
by James F. Hanley and Pat Ballard, | 

it’s a frank peace play idea. 
| The utilization of adolescents in 
th2 play is the authors’ and Dowling’s 

vivid means to point tp what havoc 
‘war could mean to the youngsters 

within a few years. Idea is to make 
adolescents—and their parents—think 

in terms of their own immediate 
world problems. Also to debunk 
any glamor vf war, sotdiers, con- 
cuest, etc. 
Hitler’s 

} Boy.’ 


in it, too: ‘King Bully 


Disney's $5,625,000 Gross Rental 
From ‘Snow White’; RKO, $1,875,000 





Latest figures on the total world 
gross of ‘Snow White’ show that it 
will run to $7,500,000, a new high in 
rentals for any single picture. At 
$4,000,000 for the domestic market, 
the balance of $3,500,000 is provided 
by sales in foreign lands, with some 
territory yet to be played. 

Picture cost $1,650,000 to produce 
and color prints, of which a high 
number was ordered, ran to $300,000. 
At a world gross of $7,500,000, the 
split under the RKO-Walt Disney 
deal of 75% to the producer and 
25% to RKO is $5,625,000 to Disney 
and $1,875,000 to RKO. Out of this 
division of gross revenue on the fea- 
ture cartoon comes the cost of the 
picture, the prints, advertising and 
the distribution overhead. Disney 
assumed much of this as detailed be- 
low. 

While in most cases a distributor 
has a different percentage deal to 
cover foreign markets, urder the 
contract Disney made with RKO for 
distribution by latter of his picture, 
the sharing arrangement of 75-25% 
obtained uniformly for the entire 
world. Disney is said to have insist- 
ed that the 75% slice of gross rental 





return to him remain that high, not 
only for the domestic market which 


(Continued on page 46) 





First Time in History, 
RKO Not Booking Any 
Vaude Out of N. Y., Chi 








For the first time in the history of 
the circuit RKO is without a single 
vaudeville theatre booked out of 
New York or Chicago. The one 
house of the once leading vaude cir- 
cuit now playing stage shows is the 
Golden Gate, San Francisco, and 
that’s booked on the Coast. 

Situation is such that RKO’s book- 
ing office in N. Y. is cu.-ently vire 
tually deserted. Bill Howard, 
booker, is on vacash and only his 
secretary and a clerk are on hand. 

Reopening date of some of the 
RKO vaude spots is still uncertain, 
but it’s figured that the Palace, Chi- 
cago; Palace, Cleveland; Keith's, 
Boston, and the Shubert, Cincinnati, 
will resume stage shows some time 
in September. 


Self-Made Television 


Seattle, July 18. 

Seattle has television in the raw. 

A recent check at the gate of the 
Seattle baseball stadium revealed 
that 122 fans of the park brought 
portable radios. Upon questioning, it 
was found they preferred Leo Las- 
sen’s (KJR) baseball broadcasts to 
that of the public address system in 
the park, 

They also liked such information 
as batting averages, the reason for 
certain rulings by the umpires, etc., 
not given by the p.a. layout, but ob- 








‘tainable on the air. 
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NEELY BILL PASSES IN SENATE FOR 2D 
TIME IN TWO YEARS; VOTED 46 10 28 





Tough Battle Monday (17 
Prevail — Republicans 


) But New Dealers’ Ballots 
Split Evenly — Reaches 


the House Next Winter 








sina ° 
Washington, July 18. How They Voted 
Over the protest of the most vig- | cease 
orous, strongest and most vocal mi- Washington, July 18. 
nority, the Neely anti-block booking | Line-up in the Senate Monday 
bill slid through the Senate by an (17) on the proposals to outlaw 
18-vote difference Monday (17) and block booking and require ad- 
appeared headed for interment in vance synopses was as follows: 
the House. Second time in two years For the Neely Bill 
the proposition has received ap- Democrats — Andrews (Fla.), 
proval of the Upper Chamber. As Bankhead (Ala), Bilbo (Miss.), 
before, it doesn’t reach the House Bone (Wash.), Bulow (S. D.), 
until the next session, meaning the Byrd (Va.), Byrnes (S. C.), 
winter of 1939-40. Chavez (N. M.), Donahey (O.), 
The tally—46 to 28-—showed a sur- Gerry (R. 1), Gillette (la.), 


prising increase in the number of 
opponents, while the debate was 
much more lively than in 1938, al- 
though most of the time only a hand- 
ful of members listened. 
of disapproval came 

dozen solons, but the 
showed preponderant 

the Senate Interstate 


from 
final 
majority 


check 


Committee, which considered the re- | 


form idea for several weeks, trailing 
along with Senator Matthew M. 


Neely, West Virginia Democrat, who | 


made the only long talk in favor of 
outlawing the film industry’s estab- 
lished distribution practice. 
the 21 members, only three commit- 


teemen were recorded against pass- | 
age although a fourth—absent when | 


the vote occurred—had announced 
he would not favor the proposition. 

While the battle was tougher, the 
nose-count showed the New Dealers 
were almost solidly in favor of im- 
posing Federal supervision over the 
picture business. 
split evenly, but the Democrats were 
almost 2 to 1 on Neely’s side and 
the minor party lawmakers were 
solidly behind the measure. Vir- 
tually every loyal Roosevelt follow- 
er cast an ‘aye’ vote. 

The discussion was along familiar | 
lines, with principal speakers re- 
hashing the 500-odd pages of com- 
mittee testimony. Chief issues were 
whether the measure will accomplish 
objective of ‘community freedom in 
selection of motion pictures,’ wis- 
dom of enacting fair trade practices 
and anti-monopoly legislation for a 
single industry; and whether the 
formula is workable. Flat assertion 
such a statute would be held un- 
constitutional climaxed the two days 
of argument, in which about 10 
solons participated. 

No Influence from Unions 


Split within the ranks of union 
labor appeared to have little effect 
on the membership and was men- 
tioned only casually. At the last 
moment the American Federation of 
Labcr—which has a stranglehold on 
studio workers—came out against 
the measure. Before debate opened, 
the rival Congress of Industrial Or- 
ganizations had applauded Senator 
Neely. 

Most talking was done by Senator 
Neely, Wallace H. White, Jr., 
Maine, and William H. King of Utah. 


Short endorsement from _ Senator | 


Arthur Capper of Kansas and criti- 
cism by Senators Ellison D. Smith 
of South Carolina, Styles Bridges of 
New Hampshire, and Alben W. 
Barkley (the Democratic leader) of 
Kentucky. Three of the five men 
on the subcommittee that heard tes- 
timony—White, Barkley and Smith— 
echoed the views of the major pro- 
ducer-distributor witnesses. 

Usual rock-throwing at the Motion 
Picture Producers and Distributors 
of America characterized Neely’s ar- 
gument, which was high-lighted by 
denunciation of the political ma- 
chinations of the Hays organization. 
Pointing finger at huge payrolls | 
(which always nettle him) and the 
‘marshalling’ of individuals to argue 
against his proposal at hearings, the 
West Virginian raved considerably 
about the ‘movie trust’ 
Congress to rescue the business from 
an indignant public and save it from | 
its own weaknesses. 

Usually quoting at length from 
the transcript, Neely and White did 
the bulk of the arguing, although 
Senator King’s speech was the long- 
est (just short of three hours). In 
general the West Virginian said ‘tis, 
and the Maine Republican retorted 
"tis not. 

Cheered that his bill finally was 


free from ‘the stranglehold of flesh- | 


less fingers of parliamentary rigor 
(Continued on page 16) 


Expressions | 
half- | 


of | 
~~ | 
Commerce 


Out of | 


The Republicans | 


of | 


in urging | 


Green (R. I1.), Guffey (Pa.), Hay- 
den (Ariz.), Hill (Ala.), Hughes 
(Del.), Johnson (Colo.), Lee 
| (Okla.), McKellar (Tenn.), Min- 
ton (Ind.), Murray (Mont.), Nee- 
ly (W. Va.), Pittman (Nev.), 
(Schwartz (Wyo.), Schwellen- 
bach (Wash.), Sheppard (Tex.), 
| Stewart (Tenn.), Thomas (Okla.), 
Thomas (Utah), Truman (Mo.), 
| Tydings (Md.), Wals: (Mass.), 
and Wheeler (Mont.). Total—33. 

Republicans—Barbour (N. J.), 
| Borah (Idaho), Capper (Kans.), 
Danaher (Conn.), Davis (Pa.), 

Frazier (N. D.), Holman (Ore.), 
| Reed (Kans.), and Wiley (Wis.). 
Total—9, 

Farmer « Labor — Lundeen 
(Minn.), and Shipstead (Minn.), 
Total—2, 

Progressive—LaFollette (Wis.). 
Independent—Norris (Neb.). 

Against the Bill 

Democrats — Adams (Colo.), 
Ashurst (Ariz.), Barkley (Ky.), 
Burke (Neb.), Clark (Mo.), 
Downey (Calif.), Ellender (La.), 
Glass (Va.), Harrison (Miss.), 
King (Utah), Logan (Ky.,), 
Lucas (Ill.), Miller (Ark.), Over- 
ton (La.), Pepper (Fla.), Rad- 
cliffe (Md.), Russell (Ga.), Slat- 
tery (Tll.), and Van Nuys (Ind.). 
Total—19. 

Republicans—Bridges (N. H.), 


Gibson (Vt.), Gurney (S. D.), 
| Hale (Me.), Johnson (Calif.), 
} Nye (N. D.), Taft (0.), Town- 

send (Del.), and White (Me.). 

Total—9, 








NAN GREY’S SUIT TO 
VOID AG’CY CONTRACT 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Suit for $4,781 has been filed by 
Nan Grey, film actress, against the 
Schulberg-Jaffe agency, seeking to 
have her managerial contract voided 
on the grounds that she is a minor 
and that the agents rendered no 
service in negotiating the Universal 
contract under which she draws $500 
a week, 
| Amount asked is for return of 
commissions paid since November, 
| 1937. Action was filed by her hus- 
band, Jackie Westrope, jockey, as 
guardian. 











SAILINGS 


Aug. 12 (San Francisco to Sydney) 
John Fuller (Monterey). 

Aug. 2 (New York to London) Ben 
Lyon, Bebe Daniels, Rae Smith 
(Mauretania). 

July 27 ‘Liverpool to Boston) 
Kimberly and Page (American Im- 
porter). 

July 22 (New York to Paris) 
| George Raft (Normandie), 
| July 20 (New York to Havana) | 
Herman Golden (Panama). 
| July 19 (New York to London) 
Tamara, Robert Riskin, Jack Sonn, 
Stanton L. Griffis (Queen Mary). 
| July 19 (Los Angeles to Sydney) 
R.iph Doyle, Nick Lucas, 
O’Dea, Borce and Ladd, Edith Grif- 
| fiths, Ming & Toy, Herb Schriner, | 
| Chuck & Chuckles, Fitz & Carroll 
(Monterery ). 
| July 15 (New York to Havana) 
Portia Schaefer (Oriente), 


ARRIVALS 


(At the Port of New York) 
Robert E. Sherwood, Mr. and Mrs. 
| Casey Robinson, Kato Havas, Seven | 
Robert Alton Girls, Three Stooges, 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Greenspan, Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Weiner, John Bal- 
derston, Max Milder. 











Sunny | 





Name’ Fingerprints 
Shilling for FBI 


Washington, July 18. 
Prominent biz and literati 
names are contributing to ‘personal 
identification’ drive through which 
civilian fingerprints are being col- 
lected by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. 





show 


Among the screen notables whose 


finger prints are on file with J. 
Edgar Hoover’s G-men are Shirley 
|Temple, Ginger Rogers, Freddie 


Bartholomew and James Cagney, the 
Department of Justice revealed last 
Wednesday (12), Other well-known 
names include Walt Disney, Noel 
Coward, Jack Dempsey, Walter Win- 
| chell, etc. 

Personal identification files are 
kept ‘entirely separate from criminal 
records,’ the D. J. explained hastily 
in its announcement. Added the 
rather grisly reminder that digit- 
smudges are useful in ‘train wrecks, 
casualties at sea and other dis- 
asters’ and ‘of inestimable assistance 
in locating amnesia victims, missing 
persons, suicides, and other persons 
whose exact identity cannot readily 
| be determined.’ 


Williams to Seek 


Preference In 
Anti-Trust Suit 


Paul Williams, special assistant to 
| the U. S. attorney-general, will see 
Federal Judge John C, Knox in N.Y. 
presage (24) in an attempt to se- 
| cure a preference for the U.S. anti- 


| trust action against the major film 
companies. 

The necessary 20 days after filing 
of an answer expired yesterday 
| (Tues.) and two days’ notice was 
| necessary to inform the defendants 
| that a preference would be sought. 


The granting of the preference 
would place the case on the October 
calendar for trial. Failure of the 
judge to grant the preference might 
mean a delay of a year, or at the 
earliest to January, 1940. 

















Balto Nabe’s Trust Suit 
Baltimore, July 18. 


Suit was filed in Federal court 
here this week by the Westway, new 
nabe, against officers of the local 
Durkee Theatre chain, 20th-Fox, 
Columbia, Loew’s, Paramount, United 
Artists, Vitagraph and Universal, 
charging violation of the Sherman 
anti-trust act. House claims Durkee 
conspired with film companies to 
prohibit pictures being made avail- 
able until two weeks after playing 
its own Edgewood nearby. 


Pointing out that the distributors 
produce approximately 300 pix a 
year and that the competing Edge- 
| wood can use only 156, the Court is 
being asked to grant a temporary 
injunction restraining the defendants 
from granting a 14-day clearance; 
from tieing up more features than 
| it can use; and to enjoin the de- 
defendants from further such prac- 
| tices. Egar Allen Poe representing 
the Westway. 














—==3 





Even Money on Neely Now 


Going through the Senate Monday (17) in spite of vigorous lobby. 
ing against it, the Neély kill to outlaw block-booking and its half-sister, 
blind-selling, is now regarded within the trade as an even- money 
chance to slip through the House during the 1939-40 session next win- 


ter. 


By the time the hardly-pressed Neely bill comes up in the House 


it may be a longer shot then that, depending on what happens mean- 


time. 


The odds in its favor may stand at somewhere between even money 
and 2-to-1 after Xmas, based on developments in connection with the 
U. S. anti-trust suit, various other restraint of trade actions, and what 


happens to the industry’s own trade practices code. 


Any change in 


sales policy may also have some bearing on the matter. 
While an effort may be made to get the Neely measure before the 


House before Congress convenes, 


any day now. 


it is unlikely, in such 
any action will be forthcoming prior to the close of the present sess 


an event, that 


ion 


Bets that the Matthew M. Neely statute would go through the Senate 


have averaged 8-to-5, of late, 


based on the progress the bill made 


alter 


the present session of the upper house got pretty well under way, 
These odds of 8-5 would seem to have been figured close within the 
trade in view of the vote of 46-28 which prevailed. 








Golden Jubilee Stunt This Year 
Won't Be in the Nature of a Drive 





POLA NEGRI LIBEL SUIT 


VERDICT DUE THIS WK. 


Paris, June ll. 


The 20th Correctional Court will| the ‘Greatest Picture Year’ 


| since the 


Celebration of the Golden Anni- 
versary of the motion picture busi- 
ness, set to start next month, will not 
be a ‘drive’ in any sense of the word, 
Nor is it an advertising campaign, 
industry does not plan 
running any ads such used in 
in 1938, 


as 


bring a verdict — 21 in the suit | Hays organization officials stressed 


brought by Pola ! 
Vous,’ Paris weekly motion picture 
magazine, for 1,000,000 francs ($27,- 
000) damages for alleg 
was a member of Chancellor Hit- 
ler’s intimate circle. 
June 30. 

The Polish actress declared that 
the paper’s allegations were wholly 
unfounded. She said that the story 
caused her serious trouble among 
private friends and, even worse, that 
she had. difficult dealing with 
French film producers as a result. 

Defense denied the story was de- 
famatory. It didn’t attempt to prove 
that she was Hitler’s friend, merely 
denying that the story was damag- 
ing. 

Miss Negri’s lawyer, in court, 
said that the only time that his client 
had ever seen Hitler was from a 
hotel balcony when he passed by in 
a parade. Miss Negri did not take 
the stand. After the court session 
she told press men ‘imagine my 
having any influence over Hitler.’ 





Nick Schenck East 


Hollywood, July 18. 


Nick Schenck trains east tonight 
(Tuesday) after coming here pri- 
marily to view the rough cut on 
‘Gone With the Wind,’ Selznick-In- 
ternational production. 

Premiere will be held in Atlanta, 
but no decision has been reached on 
roadshowing which will not be set- 
tled until after William Rodgers, 
Metro sales chief, has a look at the 
film. 


—— 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Arch M. Bowles. Mike Rosenberg, 
Donald Crisp. Adrian Samish,. 
Lou Diamond, Moe Siegel, 


Jim Doane. 

Sally Eilers. 

Fred Fidler. 

Helen Gahagan, 
Rube Goldberg. 
Sain Goldwyn. 
Andy Krappmann. 
George Raft. 

Edw. G. Robinson. 


m ¥. tb. A, 


Irving Felt. 
Hy Gardner. 
E. W. Haminons, 
John Hauseman. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray- | 
mond Massey. 
Cole Porter. 


Sol Siegel, 

Charles P. Skouras, 
Cal Swanson. 
Harry ‘Tobias. 
Sheppard Traube, 
Mildred Webber, 
Jock Whitney, 

| Ben Wurtzel, 

Nick Schenck, 








Mary Leonard Prit- 
chett. 

| R. E. 

| we ie 


Sherwood, 
Stein, 
Three’ Stooges. 
Franchot Tone. 
Orson Welles. 





Other News of Interest to Films 
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Negri against ‘Pour | 


| 


ing that she | 


Trial was held | 


these points this week. 

Golden Jubilee, marking 50 years 
of the motion picture, is to be a vol- 
untary project for local theatres de- 
siring to tie in on some theme for 


| their fall advertising on new prod- 





uct. National committee, headed 
by Ken Clark, Hays office publicity 
chief, will work out ideas for such 
voluntary observance, planting most 
of them in a national press booklet. 


Individual film companies contem- 
plate doing a little celebrating on 
their own, with special campaigns 
stressing new product lined up for 
the Golden Jubilee Year. Picture 
companies and individual circuits 
have framed special festivities or 
observances of new product each fall 
for 15 to 20 years, so the idea is 
far from new. It is simply that the 
Jubilee idea gives local theatres an 
opportunity to tie in with a national 
observance, 

The Motion Picture Producers & 
Distributors of America, Inc., ex- 
pects organizations such as Parent- 
Teachers, schools, libraries, women’s 
clubs and other associations having 
an interest in motion pictures to co- 
operate in individual communties. 


If any theatre in any community 
of the U. S. wants to make some- 
thing of the Golden Jubilee celebra- 
tion, everything will be made easy 
for them to cash in. But nobody will 
be offended if they pass up the 
whole thing. All the individual ex- 
hibitor has to do to participate is to 
get the national press book and 
adapt what ideas he likes best. 


Golden Jubilee celebration is set 
to get under way in August when 
best of new season’s productions will 
be coming out. It is set to wind up 
the week of Oct. 1-7. 


‘M.P. Greatest Year’ Audit 
Shows. Balance of $92,587 


Pending settlement of some bills 
on which there has been apparent 
disagreement, an audit of the Motion 
Pictures Greatest Year campaign, 
extending from July 25, 1938 to May 
15, 1939, has been submitted to 
Frank C. Walker by Lybrand, Ross 
Bros. & Montgomery, detailing the 
results of the drive in dollars. The 
audit shows that except for $19,458 
of invoices that remain unsettled, 
the excess of receipts over disburse- 
ments, excluding the expenditures 
for accessories (press books, paper, 
etc.), amounts to $105,740 and that 
the excess of disbursements on ac- 
cessories over money taken in was 
$13,153. This leaves a balance of 
$92,587, which is on deposit in the 
Chemical Bank & Trust Co. There 
is no indication in the accountants 
report as to what disposition may be 
made of the final balance, after the 
matter of the $19, rans has been 
cleared up. 


This item of $19,458 represents five 
different bills totaling that amount, 
that have not been paid. Report to 
Walker, treasurer of the campaign, 
states that ‘there are certain liabili- 
ties which have not as yet been 
liquidated, principally because of the 


(Continued on page 45) 
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© Day Week a Boon to Film B.0, 


Years Checkup Shows; See Danger 
In Any Partial Summer Shutdown 








With virtually every industry or 
line of business now operating on 
a 5-day week basis, the picture 
business: is checking to see just what 
effect it has nad on the boxoffice. 
The shorter week and the national 
wage and hour scale now has been 
effective for little more than a year, 
enough time to get a fair reaction. 
Data thus far collected indicate the 
5-day week has helped film thea- 
tre business. 

The shorter week gives the great 
bulk of people additional leisure 
and hence more time to spend on 
entertainment. Industry _ statisti- 
cians hold this situation responsible 
for the picture theatre income to 
hold its own when numerous other 
business indices were off. 

Even with a 5-day week, daylight 
saving time still remains a giant 
bugaboo for film theatres. The day- 
light problem, slim product and 
summer outdoor attractions has re- 
vived talk, too, of partially shut- 
ting down for several weeks during 
the hot weather period. This idea 
was seriously mulled by several cir- 
cuits 12 years ago but nothing came 
of it. It was patterned somewhat 
after the theory that it might be 
well to copy the policy of former 


40-week season. 

Idea now, as then, was that the 
shutterings would increase the ap- 
petites of theatregoers for screen 
fare. With the result that there 
would be a huge rush to theatres for 
two or three months after they re- 
Opened in the fall. However, vet- 
eran exhibitors today are inclined 
to believe the risk of losing steady 
patronage is too great. That patrons 
might never resume becoming regu- 
lar attendants at the cinema but 
would seek other forms of amuse- 
ment. Also, today the difficulty in 
getting different theatres or groups 
of houses to abide by any closing 
probably would preclude any whole- 
sale shutdown. 


Few Coast Theatres 


Close; Improved Tone 


Los Angeles, July 18. 

Few film theatres in Southern 
California territory are slated for 
summer shuttering this year. Better 
tone at the boxoffice generally, with 
Operators convinced upward trend is 
On way has theatre men figuring on 
Opening long-dark houses instead of 
closing for balance of summer pe- 
riod. 

Only areas that will witness any 
marked filmerie shuttering will be 
the Imperial Valley and portions of 
San Joaquin valley in Southern Cali- 
fornia, and portions of Arizona, 
where summer heat is something to 
be reckoned with. 

Harry Nace, Arizona operator of 
both indie theatres as well as Para- 
mount partnership, is closing his 

(Continued on page 14) 


New Buzzell Pact 


Hollywood, July 18. 
Metro has handed Eddie Buzzell a 
new directorial contract and assign- 


him to pilot the Marx Bros. in 
© West’ 











A Day at the Circus.’ 


YOUNG ARNOLD IN OPERA 
Rochester, N. Y., July 18. 





William Arnold, 19, actor-son of | 
dward Arnold of the screen, has | 


quit Hollywood for an opera career. 
He is studying in the opera de- 


ent of the Eastman School of 
usic, 





GERAGHTY LEAVES REP 
. Hollywood, July 18. 
Maurice Geraghty resigned as 
ory supervisor for Republic’s Gene 
Autry, Roy Rogers and Mesquiteer 
features. 


He has been with the studio five 
years. 


> 





} 








From Lux to RKO 


Hollywood, July 18. 
Frank Woodruff, radio producer, 
goes to RKO as a director. 
He directed the Lux program for 
the last four years. 


PLENTY FILMS 
READY; PROD. 
HEAVY 


Hollywood, July 18. 

With 23 pictures ready for re- 
lease, Paramount has the biggest 
backlog of completed features in its 
history. 

Production staff has finished the 
current season’s program and all but 
one of the pictures slated for dis- 











vaudeville houses by using only g | tribution in the first three months 


of 1939-40. Studio has six other 
films before the cameras. 

With production far ahead of 
schedule, 20th-Fox is slated for a 
coasting period on A product until 
September. Studio has enough 
product finished, or in work, to meet 
release dates until the end of No- 
vember. 

Currently in production are six 
Darryl Zanuck features and two for 
the Sol Wurtzel unit. 

Metro lot is seething in produc- 
tion, with 29 units on nine pictures 
working and 1,800 extras overrun- 
ning the sets. All stages are occu- 
pied and two companies have been 
forced off the lot. 


McDONOUGH MAY LEAVE 
RKO; BENEDICT TO PROD. 


Hollywood, July 18. 

RKO studio personnel is to un- 
dergo a shakeup on the arrival next 
week of President George J. Schae- 
fer from the east. Reported that 
studio head J. R. McDonough will 
leave the lot after Schaefer familiar- 
izes himself with the former’s duties. 

Also rumored that Howard Bene- 
dict, publicity head, is to become a 
producer, with Perry Leiber replac- 
ing him. 








39-40 FILMS IN GOOD SHAPE 





RELEASE. DATES 
BEING SET NOW 


All Distribs Have a Promis- 
ing Array of New Product | 


Set to Go—Expect It Will | 


Stimulate Both Selling and | 
the Boxoffice 








| 





RUSHING ’EM OUT 





Circuit Court of Appeals Throws 
Out 3 Counter-Arguments and Again 
Okays RKO Reorganization Plan 





Goldwyn East Next Week | 


Samuel Goldwyn will arrive in 
New York next Monday (24) for | 
conferences with James A Mulvey, | 
his eastern rep, and for the preview | 
of ‘They Shall Have Music’ at the 
Rivoli, N. Y., Tuesday evening (25). | 








By ROY CHARTIER 


in buyer opinion, suggests an im- 
proved outlook for the rest of July 
and the month of August, releases 
of 1939-40 pictures are being set up, 
together with numerous pre-releases 
that will further strengthen the po- 
sition of the theatres. “The haste of 
the distributors in lining up pre- 
release film for August as well as 
September, and the setting of na- 
tional dates at this time will also 
give impetus to selling, it is believed. 

That sales may not only pick up 
| sharply from now on, but that re- 
sistance will be greatly lowered, is 
also predicted in view of the effort 
to get new product rolling,.in many 
eases ahead of national release 
schedules, which are being rapidly 
figured out now. Numerous com- 
panies are in good shape on '39-40 
product that is ready at the moment, 
or will be getting into cans for pre- 
release or regular engagements at 
an earlier date than usual. Situa- 
tion resolves itself down to the 
point where the exhibitors are ask- 
ing for strong August product and 
plenty of it, with the distribs in turn 
doing everything humanly possible 
to meet this request. 

Some distributors are in a better 
position than others in getting new 
film to the field before the hot 
weather bows out, but indications 
are that every company will have 
°39-40 pictures ready for dating no 
later than Labor Day week, which 
this year, if figured as beginning on 
a Friday, is Sept 1. Labor Day holi- 
day itself is Sept. 4. 

While Metro could start rolling its 
39-40 product during August, this 
company feels that its lineup for 
next month is such that it would 
overcrowd its long line of accounts 
if not waiting until Sept. 1 to ac- 
tually begin the regular 39-40 sched- 
ule. There may be some pre-re- 
lease dates, especially selected, how- 
ever, for new pictures during 
August. 

Metro’s Maximum 

Meantime, Metro, which is deliv- 
ering its maximum requirements on 
the ’38-39 season rather than just 


(Continued on page 18) 














Estimate Par’s 6-Month Net Profit 
At $2,500,000; U's Big 1938-39 Spurt 





Better earnings than last year in 
the second quarter are anticipated 
for Paramount by Wall Street fi- 
nancial observers. The second quar- 


| ter net earnings and net for the first 
«,currently he is directing them in| half of 1939 is not due out for sev- 





eral weeks, but the financial district 
is looking for net profits of around 
$2,500,000. If the second three 
months this year do not greatly ex- 
ceed net profits of the second quar- 


ter last year, the net for Par may 
be slightly under this total. 
Paramount reported’ estimated 
$1,300,000 net earnings in the first 
quarter this year, or 4lc per com- 
mon share. Company officials a 
couple of weeks ago estimated that 
the second quarter would top the 
second period of 1438, which would 
mean $1,000,000 to $1,200,000, 
about 40c on the common. 
Paramount shcwed 33c on the 
common in the second quarter last 


or | 


|year. Recent estimates pointed to 
| about 8le on common. 

Fiscal year profits of Universal 
Pictures Corp. ending in October 





may run well over $1,000,000 and | 


nearer $1,250,000, judging from third 
| quarter indications. With business 
| continuing in the black from month 
| to month, since the fall of 1938, and 
Ping company’s new season product 
|due to break around August, the 
| $1,000,000 net will be exceeded, in 
| the opinion of financial executives in 
| the company. 

Net profit for the first 26 weeks 
of the ’38-39 season totaled 
|577. With reports from 
‘branches’ throughout 
| pouring in, the third quarter ending 


its 125 


| July 31, should also be well in the | 


| black. Compared with a net loss of 
| $713,783 the previous fiscal 
| the company has turned the cor- 
ner and 1939 will stand out as a 
| highlight for Universal ever since 
takeover and reorganization three 
years ago. 


In addition to final deliveries on | 
the current (1938-39) season which, | 


Run of the film starts on July 26, | 
reopening the now-dark Riv. 


RKO BOARD OK 
COMES UP 
THURS. (29) 











Federal Judge William Bondy in 
New York Monday (17) set Thursday 
(20) as a date for a hearing before 
himself, at which time Irving Trust, 
RKO’s trustee, will request a special 
stockholders meeting of the company 
for the purpose of voting on, and the 
ratification of, the new RKO board 
of directors. Irving Trust’s petition 
discloses that the last meeting of 
stockholders for such a purpose was 
on March 23, 1932, at which time 19 
men were elected, with the proviso 





$739,- | 


the world | 


year, | 


that one-third was necessary for the 
consumption of any business. There 
are now only four men active on the 
board, the application discloses, of 
whom two will remain as members. 


The balance have either resigned, 
or have died. In order to hasten 
consummation of the plan, and to 
give Irving Trust the benefit of their 
advice, it will be necessary to have 
the men approved by the court 
elected to their positions as soon as 
possible, since all represent large in- 
terests of creditors or stockholders. 

The new officers to be voted on 


The Circuit Court of Appeals in 
N. Y. yesterday (Tues.) affirmed 
Federal Judge Willian. Bondy’s de- 
cision and approved the RKO plan 
of reorganization, tossing out all 
three appeals. Judges Learned Hand, 
Harrie Chase and Rober Patterson 
took the appeals one at a time and 
found no points in any worthy of 
consideration. 

The first appeal was that of H. 
Cassel & Co., holder of $177,000 of 
debentures of RKO, which claimed 
th plan was unfair and violated the 
Fifth Amendment to the Constitu- 
tion in that, in giving debenture 
holders preferred stock for their de- 
bentures, it took away thcir secured 
position, and was in efiect depriving 
them of property without due proc- 
ess of law. 

The Circuit Court found, ‘The plan 
as it stands preserves to debenture 
holders their existing priority over 
unsecured creditors and stockhold- 
ers who receive common stock. The 
pian having met with the approval 
of the holders of more than two- 
tairds of the debentures tne argu- 
mnt that it is inherent] unfair to 
debenture holders cannot be sus- 
tained. 

The Federal Court was not called 
on to say that the plan was the best 
or the fairest that could be drafted. 
The problems confronting the par- 





ties were not easy of solution. The 
corporate structure was intricate. 
The demands of the secured cred- 
itors, unsecured creditors and stocke 
holders were conflicting. The de- 
mands were satisfied in a way that 
met with the approval of the requi- 
site majorities of each group. 

‘The plan did not break the prior- 
ity of the debentures over unsecured 
creditors and stockholders. Under 
the circumstances we cannot say 
that the rights of the debenture 
holders were satisfied in favor of 
junior parties.’ 

In re: Copia Realty, Fabian 

As to the claims of the Copia 

Realty and Fabian op- ating com- 





will be Richard C. Patterson, Jr., as 
chairman of the board, Raymond 
Bill, Ned E. Depinet, Thomas P. Du- 
rell, Frederick L. Ehrman, L. Law- 
rence Green, Conde Nast, John E. 
Parsons, N. Peter Rathvon, George 
J. Schaefer, W. G. Van Schmus, 
James G. Harboard: and Lunsford P. 
Yandell. 


RICHARDS, BLANK AND 
LYNCH IN N.Y.PAR MEETS, 


E. V. Richards, head of the Saen- 
ger circuit in the south and a di- 
rector of Paramount Pictures, Inc., 
reached New York Monday (17) and 
immediately huddled with Barney 
Balaban, Stanton L. Griffis, Austin 
C. Keough and others. Also arriv- | 
ing at the Par h.o. Monday (17) were | 
Abe Blank, major midwest operator | 
and his son, Ray. G. Ralph Branton, 
general manager of the Par-Blank 














tion conferences and product discus- 


sions. 


In both the Saenger and Blank ter- ! 
| ritories business is holding up very 


satisfactorily as compared with last 
year at this time. Richards and the 
Blank group are expected to remain 
a week or so. The former does not 
come up from New Orleans often, | 
heace misses numerous board meet- | 
ings. It is possible he may remain | 
through July 28, if a regular board | 
session, scheduled for that date, is ' 
held. 


S. A. Lynch, living on his yacht 
and telephoning from it, is also up 
north to take up current operating 
matters with Par officials, look into 
product deals, etc. 


panies, who questioned the fairness 
of the plan in the way it dealt with 
contingent claims, and who asked 


(Continued on page 14) 




















enterprises, followed them in yester- | 
day (Tues.) for theatre administra- | 
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RFC’s $400,000 Loan to Grand Nat’ 
Plus $150,000 More From Wall St. 
House Features Co.'s Refinancing 








+ 


Plans for refinancing of Grand Na- 
tional Pictures Corp. came near to 
consummation last Friday (14) when 
stockholders of Educational Pictures, 
Inc., the parent company, ratified 





and authorized officers and directors 
to accept a loan of $400,000 from the | 
U. S. Government’s Reconstruction | 
Finance Corp. It was also voted to; 
approve a plan of Felt & Co., Wall! 
Street syndicate, to arrange for a| 
substantial fund to be made avail- 
able to Grand National. 

Stockholders also authorized the | 
directors to make any necessary | 
modification of the Felt plan, in the 
event of the acceptance of the RFC 
loan, which has certain formalities 
still to be complied with, but will 
be accepted according to E. W. Ham- 
mons, president of both companies. 

The original Felt & Co. plan has 
been changed for the most part. In- 
stead of bringing in $950,000 in new 
money, in exchange for a three-year 
stock control of both companies, plus 
a stock bonus, they will now furnish 
a much smaller sum of money, in 
the nature of a private loan, in re- | 
turn for representation on the board | 
of directors of Grand National, plus | 
a convertible note or bond as col-| 
lateral. 

Felt & Co. has consented to a} 
modification of its original proposal, | 








Yipee, I’m in Pictures 


Hollywood, July 18, | 

Geraldine Spreckels, sugar heir- | 
ess, has signed with Retsana Studios | 
to play in a series of Cinemachrome 


| 


| six-reelers. 


‘Trail Blazers,’ first of series, goes 
before the cameras Aug. 1, with Len 
Smith producing. 





Quartet of Higgins Set 


For Trio of Gleasons; 





Par’s Aldrich Family, 





Hollywood, July 18. 
Two more stories for the Higgins 
Family series, featuring James, Lu- 
cile and Russel Gleason are ready 
for shooting at Republic, and two 
more are in the writing mill. 
‘Money to Burn’ and ‘Calling All 


eras, and ‘Everybody’s Happy’ and 
‘Should Wives Work?’ are being 
scripted. 

Two more pictures about the Ald- 
rich family, introduced to the screen 


provided Educational-Grand Nation- | bY Jackie Cooper and Betty Field 


al accept the RFC loan. In all re- 
spects, once the RFC transaction be- 
comes an actuality, Felt’s participa- 
tion and security becomes subord- 
inate to the RFC’s first lien on per- 
sonal and real property which must 
be furnished the Government as col- 
lateral for the loan, and presumably 
also subordinate to other loans 
which have been arranged through 
other sources. ' 


Payoff te ERPI 


Basis of RFC loan is said to be 
for a period of three years and will 
bear 5% interest. Unofficially, it is 
understood, Hammons plans to pay 
off $210,000 out of the Government's 
$400,000 to Erpi in satisfaction of the 
mortgage now held by the latter on 
the Educational Studio in California. 
A new mortgage on the studio would 
be turned over to the RFC. 

Another $50,000 will immediately 
be turned over to Lloyd Wright as 
trustee for the stockholders and 
creditors of the old Grand National 
company. This provision comes un- 
der the Felt & Co. modified plan, 
involving settlement of the arrange- 
ment whereby Educational was to 
buy back 30,000 shares of Educa- 
tional preferred stock given to hold- 
ers of the old Grand National securi- 
ties, together with part cash, two 
years ago. 

In addition to the $400,000 from 
the RFC, and approximately $150,- 
000—the probable extent of Felt & 
Co. financing—another loan of $400,- 
000 is being arranged with Electri- 
cal Research Products, Inc., and Irv- 
ing Trust Co., jointly, at 6% inter- 
est. 

GN’s Distribution Program 


Grand National Pictures for the 
time being will confine itself to dis- 
tribution and financing of independ- 
ent producers only, and will do no 
further production of its own. While 
Hammons is uncertain whether Fine 
Arts Productions will continue to 
deliver product for release through 
GN; other deals with producers are 
under discussion. 

GN has not discontinued distribu- 
tion, contrary to report, and is still 
releasing 72 features and two shorts, 
majority of which became available 
with the old GN takeover, starting 
with their first release, ‘Great Guy.’ 
Weekly grosses are reported aggre- 
gating around $15,000, according to 
best information, and additional rev- 
enues are still coming into Educa- 
tional from 20th-Fox distribution of 
shorts. Sol Edwards remains in 
charge of. distribution. 

Lineup may be amplified by some 
features still due from Fine Arts 
and deals for new product now to 
be worked out through new financ- 
ing now being obtained. 


Fred Kane Now Head Man 
For Grand Nat'l on Coast 


Hollywood, July 18. 
Fred Kane becomes Grand Na- 
tional’s head man on the Coast un- 
der new financial setup. In addi- 
tion to supervision over production 
by indie units to be financed by GN, 
as well as over any pictures that 


in ‘What a Life,’ have been added to 
the Paramount production schedule. 
Both will be directed by Theodore 
Reed, who piloted ‘What a Life,’ 
based on Clifford Goldsmith's 
stage play. 


WELLES WEST ON HIS 








Orson Welles, director of the Mer- 





cury theatre, accompanied by John 
Houseman, went to the Coast this 
week to outline his first picture for 
RKO. Welles finished details of a 
single-feature-per-year deal over the 
weekend. 

By terms of his contract he will 
both act and direct in his own pro- 
duction. Welles delayed signing with 
any company until he could get a 
pact enabling him to maintain his 
activity with the Mercury theatre. 

Under setup, he will be able to 
carry on his repertory season in 
N.Y. and resume appearing on 
Campbell Playhouse, via CBS. 
Welles will put on his broadcasts 
Sunday night 
which will enable him to get in a 


interruptions. 


Lesser’s ‘Ice’ Cream Beats 
Schedule; Gets Bonuses 


Hollywood, July 18. 

‘Everything’s On Ice’ was that way 
two days ahead of schedule in spite 
of early delays. As result, Sol Les- 
ser handed bonus checks to 27 mem- 
bers of the production and technical 
crew at Principal Pictures. 

Picture was directed .by Erle Ken- 
ton and stars Irene Dare. 

Principal Pictures obtained a 
lease extension on its offices in the 
old B. P. Schulberg studio until 
Aug. 1. On that date Columbia 
takes over the space. Meanwhile 


Lesser is shopping for a new loca- 
tion. 

















Par’s ‘Tenderloin’ 


Hollywood, July 18. 

New York’s tenderloin district of 
the gay 90’s forms the basis of a 
| picture to be produced by Harlan 
Thompson at Paramount. 

Fred MacMurray and Dorothy 
Lamour slated for leads. Film is 
tagged ‘Tenderloin.’ 





GN may make itself, Kane, with 
title of assistant to the president, is 
in charge of studio and company’s 
local finances. 

Since recent resignation of Ted 
Williams as GN and Educational 
treasurer, and stepping out of Jack 
Skirball as vice prexy of the two 
companies, Kane’s duties at studio 
have materially increased. Skirball 
was GN’s chief on Coast for more 
than a year. 
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instead of Friday, | 


full stage week withou. midweek | 


FIRST RKO PICTURE 


Ain’t Bein’ Done 





Hollywood, July 18. 


Lest they be accused by their 
following of being sissies, west- 
ern picture heroes rarely kiss 
the gal they rescue from fates 
worse than death. 

William Boyd has made 28 
pasture epics in five years with- 
out once smacking the young 
sweet thing that straighted for 
his heriocs. 











OF RKO USHERS | 


| 
Though not causing grave alarm | 
as yet, a sudden, unexpected walk- | 
out of ushers in RKO neighborhood 
theatres in the Greater New York 
area and some _ picketing taking | 
place, is providing a taste of action 
that has frightening tendency among 
operators in the face of possibility | 
that a strike could spread to all N.Y. | 
| 
! 
| 





houses, 


CIO union, an affiliate of the 
United Retail & Wholesale Em- 
ployees of America, has_ been! 


} 
politan N.Y. picture theatres and | 
tres Saturday (15) when one of their | 
members was fired. 

The ushers walked out of the Mid- | 
town, Yorktown, Chester, Alhambra, | 
Regent, Roosevelt (all in N.Y.), the 





_—> 


Echo of F & M's Anti-Trust Suit 
Is New Action to Recover $42,200 
Legal Fees From Its Own Attys, 





Raft Under WB Seal 


Hollywood, July 18. 


Warners signed George Raft to a 


term contract after ogling his work 
as co-star with Jimmy Cagney in 
‘Each Dawn I Die.’ 
After a vacation 
first picture will 
Leather Kid.’ 


be ‘The Patent 


in Europe, his 


St. Louis, July 18. 

Fanchon & Marco, Inc., and its 
two incorporated Missouri subsidiar- 
ies, the St. Louis Ambassador Thea. 
tre, Inc., and the St. Louis Missouri 
Theatre, Inc., last week filed suit 
in the Circuit Court to recover $42,. 
200 fees paid to John S. Leahy, Sr., 
Lambert E. Walther and Harold F. 
Hecker who represented F&M in the 
| anti-trust suit against motion picture 





George Raft is in New York from companies and execs several ¥ears 


the Coast, on his way to Europe and 
a brief vacation. 


N. Y. City Drive Causes 
B’way Marquees to Cut 





Down to Legal 9 Feet’ 


Pending more comprehensive ac- | 


Rs. 3 tion by the City Planning Commis- | 
quietly signing up ushers in metro- | sion to clean up Broadway, enforc-| 





ago. The petition also disclosed that 
F&M and its subsidiaries agreed to 
pay an aditional fee of $25,000 to 
James P. Alyward, Kansas City at- 
torney and Democratic leader, after 
it had been told a Missouri anti-trust 
action could not be dismissed until 
Aylwards fee for legal services had 
beén paid. 

The petitions asked that the de- 
fendants be enjoined from selling 
or transferring a series of notes to- 
taling $32,800 and to order return 
of these notes to the plaintiffs. F&M, 
| the petition sets forth, retained 





pulled men out of nine RKO thea | ing limitations on signs, billboard-| Leahy in 1934 as counsel in nego- 
Marines’ are in shape for the cam- | 


ing, etc., the first forceful step taken | tiations to lease and operate the 


against theatres is to knock out mar- | Ambassador, 


quees that are 


feet. 


higher than 


As result of a flock of violations | 


nine | Missouri theatres. 


Grand Central and 
To accomplish 
| this, Leahy organized two corpora- 


tions, the St. Louis Ambassador and 


Republic, Brooklyn, and the Tilyou | slapped on Broadway houses dur-| the St. Louis Missouri companies 


Coney Island, while one stepped out | 
at the Jefferson in Manhattan. | 
Picketing began in a haphazard way | 
at these theatres and two started | 
parading in front of the Coliseum in 
the Bronx and one each at the 
Franklin, N.Y., and Albee, Brooklyn, 
though at these three houses ushers 
now employed did not go on strike. 

At the Midtown, three of the four 
men are already back, at the York- 
town, five out of seven have re- 
turned, and at the Chester, Regent, 
Alhambra and Roosevelt all came 
home, while at the others those who 
struck are still out. The man who 
was assigned to picket the Franklin 





is said to be a junior attorney for | 
the CIO. | 

Other operators in N.Y. are check- 
ing on the situation, watching it 
from the sidelines with some appre- 
hension, Meantime, the question is 
raised whether or not a jurisdic- 
tional struggle between the CIO and 
AFL may not loom since a unit of 
the Building Service Workers union 
(AFL) has been enrolling members 
and for some time now has sought 
to negotiate contracts with all New 
York film houses. 














| pact. 








Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, July 18. 

David O. Selznick hoisted Harry 
Stradling’s cameraman option. 

Bernard Herzbrun signed as art 
director for Stephens-Lang Produc- 
tions. 

Option on Jack Hively, director, 
has been taken by Metro. 

Nora Perry signed to term acting 
contract by Metro. 

Sherman Scott, Robert Tansey, 
Peter Stewart and Victor Halperin 
signed to director contracts by Pro- 
ducers Pictures. 

Ann Baldwin signed termer at Re- 
public, 

Lou Baum and Lee Hugunin, unit 
managers, drew new term contracts 
at Warners. 

Paramount renewed William Fraw- 
ley’s pact. 

Robert Rossen 
‘ticket at Warners. 

Court okayed Metro’s minor con- 
tract with Mary Beth Hughes. 

Mr. Clay Adams inked writer con- 
tract at 20th-Fox. 

Metro renewed Rita Johnson's 











inked = scripter 


20th-Fox picked up Lionel Atwill’s 
option for one year. 

Lillian Porter’s player ticket re- 
newed for one year at 20th-Fox. 

Paramount signed Lind Hayes, ac- 
tor. 

Stock player options on Joyce 
Mathews and Audrey Maynard lifted 
by Paramount. 

Universal’s minor contract with 
Anne Gwynne approved by Superior 
Court. 

Guy Endore penned scripter ticket 
at Warners. 


ing the past week, hurried agree-| 


with a total authorized capital of 


ment has been reached to bring all| $105,000, it was stated. 


marquees down to the prescribed 


The companies, the petition re- 


nine-foot height, including down- | Cites, operated at a loss because of 


town as well as neighborhood houses. 


| the refusal of major producing com- 


This goes for both major-controlled | panies to supply films. After a pe- 


theatres and independents. 


| riod of such operation. Allen L. Sny- 


houses as well as_ those in nabe sec- 


agreement with F&M, and who had 


tions that are over nine feet, are| advanced $25,000, declined to make 
slated to come down today (Wed.). | further advances and asked for re- 


This is the height from the marquee 


turn of his money. On ‘advice of 


itself upward and takes in any elec-| Leahy, the petition alleges, Synder’s 
tric signs that may extend beyond | Stock was purchased for $25,000. 


the nine feet. 


| Later, according to the petition, 


Some theatres have been using| Leahy advised F&M a complaint 
marquees, with signs, that laine | soul be made to the Attorney Gen- 


to as high as 20 feet for 1 effective 
flash. Electric sign people are vital- 
ly affected by the move. 

The next step of the Planning 
Commission, of which Rex Tugwell, 
former brain-truster, is chairman, is 
not known, but believed in New 
York operating quarters that the 
big cleanup will come gradually, 
with no all-encompasisr= program, 
as at first discussed, to be put into 
effect right away for not only the- 
atres, but all places of business using 
advertising. 

The Broadway Assn. vigorously 
protested against the City Planning 
Commish move and asked that it be 
put over to the fall to give every- 
one in the path of the cleanup an 
opportunity to closely study the pro- 
posals in mind, 


Skouras-RKO Newark 
Pool Off, House Folds 


Pooling arrangement between 
Skouras and RKO on the Terminal, 
Newark, has been terminated and 
the theatre closed for good. House 
was operated by the Skourases six 
years ago before pooling arrange- 
ment was entered into and before 
that was a Fox vaudfilmer. 

Principal cause for the shutdown 
was attributed to the fact that house 
was on its last legs, due to remowal 
of the Pennsylvania R. R. terminal 
to a new site in Newark, and was 
affected by change in the flow of the 
crowd toward theatres nearer the 
Broad and Market streets area. 











ZANUCK’S ‘WINGS’ 
Hollywood, July 18. 

Darryl Zanuck ha3 ordered 20th- 
Fox writers to work on a yarn 
about New York street cleaners tak- 
ing over the late Otto Kahn’s es- 
tate on Long Island as a vacation 
spot. 

Plan it as a farce comedy called 
‘White Wings in Clover.’ 





GALE PAGE’S DIVORCE? 
Spokane, July 18. 
Gale Page, who is Sally Rutter, 
daughter of a _ well-to-do banker 
here, flew in for a brief family visit 


Charles R. Rogers signed Gloria “last week. 


Carter, minor. 

Warners handed player contracts 
to Herbert Anderson and George 
Wilcox. 


She would not comment on her 
reported divorce action against 
Frederick Tritschler of Chicago, 
NBC executive. 











| eral of Missouri with a request anti- 
| trust proceedings be instituted 
| against the producing companies re- 
fusing films, Leahy, the petition con- 
tinues, recommended Aylward be 
employed for this purpose. The 
plaintiffs did employ him and paid a 
retainer of $5,000. 

However, while conferences look- 
ing toward court action were in pro- 
gress, F&M entered into direct nego- 
tiations with the producing compan- 
ies which promised to settle the diffi- 
culties, and asked Leahy to siop the 
filing of any anti-trust suits, as such 
action would make further negotia- 
tions difficult. The petition charges 
that Leahy failed to stop such action, 
that the suits were filed, and that he 
then advised the settlement of the 
$25,000 fee of Alyward, after which 
the suits were dismissed. 

The $42,200 F&M seeks to recover 
is the alleged amount paid in a $75,- 
000 fee to Leahy and his associates 
for their. services. The series of 
notes were to cover the remainder 
of the fee. Commenting on the court 
action Leahy said, ‘The suit appears 
to be quite full of romance. It con- 
tains a great many words but fails 
to state a case. We will give our 
attention to it at the proper time.’ 
No date has been set for a hearing of 
the action, 





Quartet of Tailspins 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Four stories have been lined up 
by Paul Malvern for a quartet of 
‘Tailspin Tommy’ pictures for Mono- 
gram release during 1939-40. 

Films are ‘Danger Flight,’ ‘Trans- 
continental Plane,’ ‘Aces of the Air’ 
and ‘Wings Over the Andes.’ John 
Trent stars. 





MAETERLINCK’S TRAILER 


Los Angeles, July 18. 

Maurice Maeterlinck, author of 
‘The Bluebird,’ forthcoming Shirley 
Temple starrer at 20th-Fox, will 
make a special trailer for the pic- 
ture in France. 

Idea is similar to George Bernard 
Shaw’s introductory trailer for his 
first screen opus, ‘Pygmalion’ (M-G). 





Greene OK, Pic Resumes 


Hollywood, July 18. 


‘Here I Am a Stranger’ resumed 


production at 20th-Fox after a delay 
of two months caused by injuries to 
Richard Greene in a motor accident. 

Brenda Joyce has the femme lead 





originally assigned to Nancy Kelly. 
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Code’s Arbitration 
Still Snagged, 





Requiring more time than was at 
first anticipated and huddling three 
full days during the past week in an 
effort to reach accord on modified 
arbitration machinery to govern 
clearance disputes, the distributors 
report that they will go to bat among 
themselves again Friday (21), with 
progress at the point where the at- 
torneys are ready to be called in. 
Counsel of the various companies 
have to be consulted to get their 
okay on the legal verbiage and other 
points but doubted that delays, such 
as occurred in the past through 
wrangling of a flock of lawyers, will 
be encountered this time. 

While some difficulty was met 
during the past week at meetings 
of the distributor heads, and three 
daily sessions ran into the dinner 
hour, William F. Rodgers, spokes- 
man for the distrib committee and 
general sales manager of Metro, de- 
clares that such substantial progress 
has been made toward a new clear- 
ance clause that its official an- 
nouncement may be expected in a 
few days. Expected a week ago 
that could be Friday (21) or after 
attorneys have had more time, by 
the first of next week. 

Square Shake Moves 

Understanding is that the dis- 
tributors are proceeding toward an 
arbitration clause covering clearance 
that will mean more even represen- 
tation in the adjudication of com- 
plaints arising out of clearance. One 
report is that distributors may agree 
not to participate in clearance quar- 
rels excepting where revenue to 
them is affected. If such becomes the 
efficial case, then clearance disputes 
where distribs are not concerned, 
would be reduced to a two-party 
dispute. Exhibitors had taken ex- 
ception to the original clause of the 
arbitration provisions under which 
the indie exhib had one vote, the 
major chain theatre one vote and 
the distrib a third. Contention was 
that this would naturally result in 
the distrib and the affiliated theatre 


_ voting together. 


Until the distribs have worked out 
the clearance clause and submitted 
it to the exhibitors, they are un- 
likely to go into huddles with Max 
A. Cohen’s committee of N. Y. State 
Allied on the code itself. Cohen 
States he is waiting for the distribs 
to set a date with his group but 
doesn’t expect this to occur. until 
after the modified clearance clause is 
Officially proclaimed; His group is 
naturally interested in that, the 
Same as others. 

N. Y. Allied, of which Cohen is 
President, went against National 
Allied’s stand rejecting the entire 
code and asked the distribs for fur- 
ther negotiation in an effort to regu- 
late from within rather than throw 
the trade practices pact over en- 
tirely, 

_New Jersey Allied, Northwest Al- 
lied, Allied of Western Pennsylvania 
and Independent Theatre Owners of 
Eastern Penna, whose Sidney E. 


Samuelson is a national Allied direc- | 


tor, have all rejected the code, con- 
firming Allied States Assn. action 
at Minneapolis on it. 


Neb.-Ia. MPTO Stalls 
On Code Vote ’Til Sept. 


: Omaha, July 18. 

MPTO of Nebraska and Western 
Iowa decided to take ‘no definite ac- 
tion’ on the trade practice code at a 
Special session called by prexy C. E. 
Williams of Omaha, Idea is to band 
together all independent exhibitors 
in the Omaha distribution territory 
So that organization can ‘go to town’ 
when it holds annual conclave here 
Sometime in September. Definite 
yes-or-no vote on the code was post- 
Poned until that time. 

Exhibitors in the Omaha district 
are on the fence as far as the code 
18 Concerned. Generally, they favor 
the code’s principles, but object to 
the code’s application by some dis- 
tributors. Examples were aired at 





Machinery 
but Expect All 


Kinks lroned Out Within Week 





Come and Go at Par 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Three players and three scripters 
wound up their Paramount contracts 
and checked off the lot. Players 
were Elizabeth Patterson, Duana 
Walters and Donald O’Connor. 

Sidney Kingsley, Frank Partos and 
Paul Trivers finished their writing 
assignments. Scribes added to the 
roster were Gladys Atwater, J. Rob- 
ert Bren, Nat Perrin, Garnett Wes- 
ton and Herbert Shannon. 


ILL'S ANTI-DUAL 
BILL NOW UP 
TO THE GOV. 


———= 








Chicago, July 18. 

State is seething with the pro- 
posed legislation which is primed to 
prohibit double features by forcing 
an intermission on all shows which 
run more than two hours and 15 
minutes. Bill has been passed by 
the state legislature and is now 
awaiting formal signature by Gov. 
Henry Horner to became a law. On 
both sides of the fence pressure is 
being put on the Governor. 

Circuit leaders generally oppose 
the bill and have sent letters, wires 
and emissaries tc the State House 
in an attempt to influence a veto. 
Indie exhibitors are generally in 
favor and are putting on all kinds 
of pressure to get the Governor's 
formal approval of the ‘measure. 
Indie exhibitors downstate, sup- 
posedly closer to the political pic- 
ture than Chicago, are getting flocks 
of phone calls from Chicago indie 
exhibitors to ‘get in touch with the 
Governor’ so that he formally signa- 
tures the measure. 

Surprisingly, the proposed legis- 
lation is not affecting the general 
procedure of the buying season. The 
general run of exhibitors are so full 
up with legislation and laws that 
the novelty has worn off completely 
and the exhibitors no longer let any 
proposed legislation interfere with 
the practical operation of their 
theatres. 


Nicholls’ 20th Solo 


Hollywood, July 18. 
George Nicholls, Jr., directs the 
Jane Withers starrer, ‘High School,’ 
under a one-picture deal with 20th- 
Fox. 
Shooting starts late next month, 


WB RENEWS ROBINSON 

Warner Bros. has optioned Casey 
Robinson for another two years. 
Contract was picked up while 
scripter was in Europe on an eight- 
week vacation tour. 

Robinson left New York last Fri- 
day (14) for the Coast to start work 
on the script of his third Bette Davis 
picture, ‘All This and Heaven, Too.’ 











the special meeting which showed 
| distributors were charging more film 
'rental in order to give 20% cancella- 
| tion. 

| In another instance, an exhibitor 
| declared he was being forced to take 
|shorts and newsreels in his contract 
‘with a major company in order to 
get the full-length films he wanted. 
| Other grievances were discussed at 
the meeting. 

Membership drive committee con- 
| sists of W. S. Bogart, Orpheum, Rock 
Valley, Ia; D. R. Goldie, American, 
Cherokee, Ia.; Harold Schoonover, 
Mazda, Aurora, Neb.; Mons Thomp- 
son, Riviera. St. Paul, Neb., and Wil- 
| liams, Omaha. 
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FIGHT TOGUNTH 
40,000 WORK 


[A Runs Interference for | 
AFL to Block Out Inva- 
sion—CIO Throws Sup-| 
port to Technicians Guild | 
—Bargaining Rights in the | 
Balance | 
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IA’S VICTORY 





Hollywood, July 18. | 
Fight between the American Fed- 
eration of Labor and the Committee | 


for Industrial Organization, for'| 
control of 40,000 film workers got | 
under way this week, with each} 
group demanding right to bargain | 
for employees. Drive to block entry | 
of CIO into picture field is headed | 
by the International Alliance of | 
Theatrical Stage Employes, armed 
with a court mandate giving it ab-| 
solute control of 12,000 members | 
of IA Studio Locals. 


The CIO is working from behind | 
the scenes by furnishing financial | 
and moral support to the United | 
America. This organization, spon- 
cal 37, claims to represent a majority 
of cameramen, 
laboratory workers, grips, property 
men and laborers, Claim covers the 
entire jurisdiction field of IATSE. 


CIO plan is to move into the 
open if the USTG is successful in 
claiming work now handled by 
IATSE members. Other crafts and 
workers would then be taken into 
the CIO field. 


Guild, Screen Publicists Guild, Stu- 
dio Painters and Carpenters. Or- 
ganization is headed by Howard 
Robertson, but organizational drive 
is being directed by leaders in Local 
37 who are not sympathetic with 
IATSE rule. 

Guild has filed a petition with the 
National Labor Relations Board ask- 
ing certification as bargaining agent 
for 12,000 technicians and claiming 
to represent a majority in each of 
IATSE locals. Leaders also have 
filed a request with Pat Casey, pro- 
ducer labor contact, to negotiate a 
working agreement and warned pro- 
ducers against signing a pact with 
any organization until the NLRB 
passes on petitions pending. The 
IATSE has also petitioned NLRB for 


| 


Studio Techncians Guild of North | 
sored by officers of Technicians Lo- | 


sound technicians, | 


S AT STUDIOS 


—= 





Threat of Clipped Commissions 
Leveled at Agents If AMG Fails 


To Go Along 


Settle ‘Maisie’ Tiff 


Hollywood, July 18. 
Metro and Phil Goldstone reached 
an out-of-court settlement of the 
right to the title, ‘Maisie,’ recently 








used on one of the studio’s features. | 


Goldstone took over a picture of 
the same name about five years ago, 


fact overlooked by Metro’s title ex- 


a 
perts. 


RKO UNLOADING 
PALACE, CHI, 
PRODUCT 


Chicago, July 18. 
With the RKO Palace closed and 








} no 


| 
! 


|formed. Palace will be closed, 





| availabilities during the 


|months from RKO. 


| Palace closing means that only | 
Balaban & Katz has a first-run thea- 


t figured to open until Labor Day, 
\ the local RKO exchange is peddling them to lose thousand. of dollars 
first run product as its initial at-| 1 yC 
tempt at such sales since RKO was | ers who are just beginning to pay 
in | dividends. 

toto, over two months which means 
a considerable backlog of first run} who have term contracts, but only 
summer 


With SAG Licensing 


. acacia 
Hollywood, July 18 

| Film and radio agents will face 
| stiff regulation of their business and 
possibility of a cut in 10% commis- 
'sions now allowed, if the Artists 
|Managers Guild fails to go along 
| with the Screen Actcrs Guild licens- 
ing program. SAG tops have an- 
|nounced that unless an agreement 
|on the licensing program is reached 
soon they will proceed to license 
| agents without AMG approval and 
| will consider the advisability of re- 
| ducing agency fees. 

| A showdown on the proposed con- 
| tract between the two groups is ex- 
| pected shortly after the return from 
iNew York of Kenneth Thomson, 
SAG executive secretary. If the 
AMG fails to come in, licenses will 
be issued to agents who desire to 
cooperate with the actors, and SAG 
members will be directed not to do 
business with any agent who does 
not hold an SAG license. 

Present hitch is over demand of 
the actors, that all existing contracts 
b: revised to conform with stand- 
ard pact to be approved by the SAG. 
Agents claim this move would cause 





they have invested in young play- 


Revision would not apply to actors 


to freelance play2rs who have term 
contracts with agencies. These would 
be rewritten to conform with SAG 
requirements, with possibility con- 





| tre operating in the loop, the only | tract would be limited to 12 months. 


other exhibitors, Essaness and.Jones 


Overtures have al-|Linick & Schaefer, operating subse-| o 
ready been made to Screen Writers| quent run spots in the downtown 


sector. 


RKO is selling only the 1938-39 first 


'run availabilities, naturally, 





|} in September. 


William Powell Returns 





Hollywood, July 18. 

William Powell returned to work 
after a year’s absence from the 
screen due to illness, His comeback 
picture is ‘Another Thin Man’ at 
Metro, co-starring Myrna Loy, who 
recently returned from a vacation in 
Europe. 

Hunt Stromberg produces and W. 





(Continued on page 16) 


S. Van Dyke directs. 





Exchange Mgrs. Reconcile Price 
Boosts on Ground of ‘39-40 Quality 





Although . exhibitors have been 
crying for lower film costs, managers 
of exchanges in the different keys 
claim that new season deals for the 


most part call for price boosts over 
last year. On such a basis, it’s as- 
serted, sales have been entirely satis- 
factory and business is running 
ahead of the corresponding period in | 
1938. Every branch asserts ‘deals | 
are netting more than last year.’ | 
Moreover, the home-offices appar- 
ently are tougher than ever and 
more deals are being rejected. 

In territories where they’ve been 
clamoring for ‘better pictures,’ and | 
when an exhibitor squawks about | 
prices, he’s being told that the pro- 
ducer must receive sufficient rental 
revenue to enable him to turn out 
the sort of boxoffice attracticns that 
are being demanded. 

Moreover, exhibitors’ attention is 
being called to the decline in income 
from the key spot loop accounts be- 
cause of the diversion of business to 
the neighborhood and suburban sit- 
uations. The loss in foreign inccme 








as result of the shutting off of man) 
markets, also is being emphasized. 


Unless the neighborhood and 
suburban accounts and out-of-town 
exhibitors help to offset these losses 
by paying a ‘fair price’ the com- 
panies cannot continue to turn out 
quality films, according to the pres- 
ent sales’ talks. Salaries, labor and 
other costs at the studios cannot be 
pared down without adverse effect 
on the quality of production, the ex- 
hibitors are being told. 

‘Too many exhibitors are inconsis- 


tent, unreasonable, can see only one | 
| side and refuse to be fair,’ assert ex- 


change managers. ‘On the one hand, 
they demand boxoffice pictures, 
without which they say they can’t 
keep their houses open. On the other 
hand, they don’t want to pay the 
necessary price for such product.’ 
Many independents, however, are 
declaring they ‘can’t pay more’ and 
remain in business. They contend 
it’s impossible for. them to absorb 
any of the distributors’ loop and for- 


eign losses, but they don't explain | 


how the producers can continue to 
turn out boxoffice pictures if the 


revenue isn’t forthcoming. Their only | 


solution is for stars and executives 


i to cut down on salaries. 


since | phases 
the 1939-40 product is being reserved 
for the Palace’s use, when it reopens 


As ‘Another Thin Man’ 


,| Agreement has been reached on most 
the other provisions of the con- 
tract. 

The actors turned down request 
of AMG to reopen negotiations on all 
of proposed contract, but 
agreed to give serious consideration 
to any reasonable changer asked by 
the agents. Committee headed by 
M. C. Levee, AMC prexy, is now 
drafting proposed changes for sub- 
mission to Thomson and Laurence 
W. Beilenson, SAG coursel. 


New Scribe Quizzer 


Alexander Wilson, Jr., of Atlanta, 
has been assigned by National Labor 
Relations Board as special attorney 
to investigate the request of Screen 
Writers Guild to reopen hearing on 
complaint charging the major film 
cumpanies with unfair labor prac- 
tice. Attorney has conferred with 
Mendel B. Silberberg, producer at- 
torney, who directed negotiations 
with the scriveners, and Leonard S. 
Janofsky, attorney for the SWG, but 
stated it would be several days be- 
fore he submitted his recommenda- 
tion to the board in Washington. 

Hearing was adjourned when it 
appeared probable the two groups 
would be unable to agree on a basic 
agreement. Impasse in negotiations 
was reached when the producers 
nixed demands of the writers for a 
contract of not more than three and 
a half years, right to work for 
themselves during layoff periods and 
immediate 80% Guild shop. 

Metro is refusing to sign closed 
shop agreemen.s with any unions or 
guilds. Action was recommended by 
producer attorneys following deci- 
sion by State Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals that employers could not re- 
quire employees to join a labor or- 
ganization or discharge them for fail- 
|ure to do so, even if the company 
signed a closed shop agreement with 
a union claiming jurisdiction over 
| the workers. 
| Attorneys are reported to have ad- 
| vised film executives tu stee: clear 
| of closed shop azreements until the 
|; State supreme court has an oppor- 
, tunity to pass on the ec-se. First 
|} union to be turned down was the 
|Sereen Readers Guild, which de- 
| manaed 100% Guild shop. Tentative 
agreement has been reuched with 
| the Readers calling for minimum of 
| $20 for apprentices, $45 for readers 
and $55 for specia! 
apprentices 








readers. with 
getting $35 second gix 
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NY. Censors’ 3-to-2 Baby Decision 





Indicates a Growing Pic Liberalism 





Albany, July 18. 

State Education Department offi- 
cials did not relish the latest squeak 
in the Appellate Division which, by 
a bare majority, upheld the regents 
ban on the exhibition of ‘Birth of a 
Baby’ in theatres. It was the sec- 
ond time within a year that a 3-2 
decision had been rendered on a) 
disputed picture; the court lineup as } 
well as the views vf the dissenting 


Balancing the Budget 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Three pictures rolled yesterday 
(Mon.) at Universal to replace three 
finishing production. Newcomers are 
‘One Hour to Live,’ ‘Missing Evi- 
dencc’ and ‘Rio.’ 

Winding up are ‘Modern Cinderel- 
la,’ “The Under Pup’ and ‘They Can't 








justices appeared to indicate that 
eventually the Education Dept. may | 
be reversed on a “theme film. AY 
minority in the Appellate Division 
seems to be holding for a more ‘lib- | 
eral’ viewpoint on features dealing | 
with certain social problems. If one 
more judge should join, the motion 
picture division and the Board of 
Pegents might be compelled to 
‘soften’ its attitude. 

So far, the mpd, under Irwin Es- 
mond, has a perfect score on appeals. 
Lawyers for appellants apparently 
think that the Court of Appeals} 
may yet upset the apple cart, if the | 
Appellate Division does not. There | 
were votes cast by Court of Appeals 
judges for a reversal of the educa- 
tion department in a film case last 
year. ‘Birth of a Baby’ is expected | 
to be carried to the top tribunal. | 

In a paragraph memorandum, Pre- 
siding Justice Hill and Associate) 
Justice Heffernan stated: ‘The film | 
‘Birth’ will give vital and needed | 
information to pregnant women, | 
many of whom fail to seek early and | 
necessary advice. The authors and | 
actors treated the theme in a clean, 
dignified, reverent manner. To 
limit the exhibition to educational 
and clinical groups — Education 
Dept. offered to issue a special per- 
mit—will defeat the worthy purpose 
of the sponsors of the film. 








Reefer Pic OKd in Pa. 
Philadelphia, July 18. 

‘Assassin of Youfth,’ marijuana pic- 
ture, which was once banned by the 
State Board of Censors, has been 
passed by the new 0.0. body. It was 
originally presented for inspection 
of the board several years ago by 
Leo McCarthy, its producer, 

Current successful try for passage 
was by Monogram, which is now dis- 
tributing it. Sam Rosen, exchange 
manager, said only minor elimina- 
tions were made. 





Sundays OK Pre Tem 
Portland, Me., July 18. 

The Portland City Council voted 
last week to allow Sunday screen- 
ings in city pending municipal ref- 
erendum on question in November. 
Opposition to the granting of the 
seven-day privilege was voiced prin- 
cipally by WCTU representatives, 
who were advised to observe how 
exhibs behaved in interim, thus giv- 
ing showmen a fair chance before 
final verdict at end of year. 

City, unlike Boston, will have no 
special censorship for product un- 
reeled on Sundays. 


Siegel-Yates Discuss 
Rep.-SDG Pact in N. Y. 


With most of the studios already 
signed up to pacts with the Screen 
Directors Guild, Republic Pictures is 
practically the only organization 
which has failed to sign an agree- 
ment, Increased wage scale for as- 
sistant directors and unit managers is 
reported to be in dispute. 

M. J. Siegel, studio production 
chief, who arrived in New York from 
the Coast on Monday (17) stated he 
is still negotiating with the Guild and 
an agreement most likely will be 
reached within a week. Siegel is 
holding conferences on production 
matters with Herbert J. Yates be- 
fore the latter sails for Europe next 
Wednesday (26). 











Shuford to L. & T 


Stanley Shuford, with the Biow 
advertising agency the past tw” 
years, has joined Lord & Thomas un- 
der Jack Pegler to handle creative 
service on picture and commercial 
accounts. 

Roy Winkler, Warner Bros. adver- 
tising layout man, has left that or- 
ganization and may join Lord & 
Thomas agency after a short vaca- 
tion. 


| stadt, 


| 
| permission. 


Hang Me.’ 


Fannie Brice’s $750,000 
Suit vs. 20th-Fox Over 
Rose’ Pic; Other Actions 


Chicago, July 18. 

Possibility that an injunction will 
be sought to locally restrain exhibi- 
tion of ‘Rose of Washington Square’ 
(20th) may follow on the heels of 
the suit filed here by Fannie Brice 
against 20th Century-Fox, the film’s 
stars and such theatre circuits as 
Balaban & Katz, Essaness, Schoen- 
GCF, Warner Bros. and a 
number of indie theatres. Comedi- 
enne claims that the picture has in- 
vaded her rights of privacy, has de- 
famed her character and is an ap- 
propriation of her life story, without 








Suit, filed by Spitz, Adcock, has 
Leo Spitz handling the court pro- 
cedure, aided by Spitz’s assistant, 
Eli E. Fink. 

Similar suit, filed by Nicky Arn- 
stein on the picture in California, 
resulted in a settlement of the case 


‘| for $25,000. 





‘Trade Winds’ Suit 
Los Angeles, July 18. 
Conly Keeney, writer, filed suit 
against Walter Wanger and Tay Gar- 
nett in federal court charging the 
story of “Trade Winds’ was lifted 
from her stage play, ‘Feather in the 
Wind.’ 
Miss Keeney asks an injunction 
and an accounting of profits. 





Patent Suit 

The Radtke Patents Corp. has filed 
suit in N. Y. federal court against 
Blue Seal Sound Devices, Inc., Mo- 
tion Picture Camera Supply, Inc., J. 
Burgi Contner, Ernest St. George and 
Chester Tappan, claiming infringe- 
ment of its patent for ‘Methods of 
and Means for Opitically Reproduc- 
ing Sound.’ 

Albert Radtke patented the device 
im 1922, and the defendants are ac- 
cused of infringing by making, and 
selling 16 MM motion picture sound 
projectors, which use the patent. An 
injunction, accounting of profits, and 
damages are sought. 

Radtke filed two more actions 
Monday (17) in federai court-against 
Edeo Electronic Devices, Inc., and 
R. H. Macy & Co., Inc., for the al- 
leged infringement of its patent. 


Bowles Cites ‘Mediocre’ 
Films, Cuts F-WC Scale 


San Francisco, July 18. 

First-run tariffs in the San Fran- 
cisco-Oakland area has been clipped 
from 55c to 40c. Houses in San Ber- 
nardino and Redlands are reduced 
from 55-40-35c to 40-35-25c. 

Arch Bowles, northern California 
division manager, said the cut in the 
Bay area was necessitated by 
mediocre product. 

Understood slashed rates apply 
only during the summer months, 








Cutting, Building 
Hollywood, July 18. 
Double announcement by Fox- 
West Coast calls for cut in admis- 
sion prices in several houses and the 
erection of three new theatres in the 
Los Angeles area. Newest addition 
will be a 900-seater. 


INTERSTATE-R&R SWAP 
Dalla , July 18. 
Interstate Theatres and Robb & 
Rowley in huddle here last week- 
enc over swapping of three houses. 





ge ving in exchange Bison and Astor, 


downtown not controlled by Inter- 
state, 





PRODUCT DEALS 


UA and Republic’s New Selling te 
Circuits 








New deals closed by United Art- 
ists on 1939-40 product include Fox 
Metropolitan Theatres, Durkee cir- 
cuit and the Rome chain. Charles 
Stern, eastern district manager, sat 
in on the negetiations with all of 
these circuits, together with local 
managers, 

Republic has closed 1939-40 prod- 
uct deals with two major New Eng- 
land circuits, the Maine & New 
Hampshire string of 21 houses, a 
Paramount partnership, and the In- 
terstate chain, an indie circuit of 32 
theatres. J. R. Grainger up to Bos- 
ton to personally supervise the deals 
with Herman Rifkin, Rep franchise 
holder and E. Morey, Boston branch 
manager. 





Mono Sales Up 40% 
Hollywood, July 18. 

Increase of 40% in Monogram’s 
sales for the 1939-40 season was an- 
nounced by George W. Weeks, vice- 
prez. in charge of sales. 

In spite of the general theatre 
slump, Weeks declared, Monogram’s 
receipts are running 20% higher 
than at any other time in the com- 
pany’s history. 


ACTORS PLAY 
AT BASEBALL 


Hollywood, July 18. 
Autograph nimrods reveled in 
their annual orgy when the Come- 
dians and the Leading Men clinched 
in their seasonal baseball jamboree 
for the benefit of Mount Sinai hos- 
pital. About 25,000 customers inside 


Wrigley Field and about 10,000 out- 
side made it the biggest autcgraph- 
ing day of 1939. 


Comedians and Leading Men 
played baseball in a sort of way. 
Only one of Uncle Sam’s tax-collect- 
ing accountants could figure out the 
score at the end of an imperfect day. 
Shirley Temple, who led the Parade 
of Stars into the ball park, put it all 
in a nutshell when she stepped up 
to the mike after the first inning and 
said: 

‘It’s a great game. They play base- 
ball like I do.’ 

The parade was the most eye-fill- 
ing part of the program, with Shir- 
ley sitting up on the back seat of 
the leading car with Jean Hersholt 
and his pipe and Governor Olson. 
After them came Buck Jones on a 
hi-yo silver hoss and 57 drum-ma- 
jorettes. 

The 57 varieties of majorettes 
lined up from first base to third, and 
formed the most spectacular infield 
ever lined up on a baseball diamond. 
Even Joe DiMaggio would lose his 
batting eye with an infield like that. 

Gov. Olson threw the first ball, 
a wild pitch. Maxie Rosenbloom 
threw the second, and made it too 
straight. Dick Arlen socked it for a 
single and Rosenbloom was taken 
out. He spent the rest of the after- 
noon warming up in the bullpen for 
his next fight with Joe Louis, or 
the Warner Bros., or somebody. 

At the end of the third inning the 
score had reached telephone num- 
bers, so the Comedians started to get 
serious and the Leading Men started 
to get comic, which all amounted 
to the same thing. They were work- 
ing without script. 

The origina) line-ups were: 

Leading Men—Dick Arlen, p; Bar- 
ton McLane, c; Preston Foster, Ib; 
Jackie Coogan, 2b; Dennis Morgan, 
3b; Gene Raymond, ss and captain; 
Glenn Morris, If; Jack Mulhall, cf; 
Bernard Nedeli, rf. 

Comedians — Maxie Rosenbloom 
and Vince Barnett, p; Red Phalen, 
c; Buster Keaton, 2b; Benny Baker, 
ss; Jimmy Durante, 3b; Lionel Stand- 
er, If; Lucien Littlefield, ef; Carl 
Sawyer, 1b; Edgar Kennedy, rf. 

After two innings everybody in 
Hollywood muscled in. It was a great 
~ for charity but tough on base- 











Young Bair Killed 


Indianapolis, July 18. 
William Roland Bair, 18, son of 
Roland R. Bair, secretary of Olson 
Theatre Enterprises, Inc., and former 





Purported deal calls for In‘erstate | 
to take over Mirror, downtown R&R, | 


owner of the Ritz, Uptown, St. Clair, 
Strand and Oriental houses, nabes, 
was killed in an auto crash Sunday 
(9) near Walloon lake in Michigan, 


nabes. Mirror is only first runner! where the family was vacationing 


for the summer. 
Son was only child. 


Finsc Coiredilie of ike's 


United Detroit Post in 


Two Weeks 





Hawk’s’ Seattle Locale 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Warners remake of the old silent, 
‘Sea Hawk,’ in color, will require 
four weeks of outdoor shooting in 
Seattle, with a company of more 
than 100. 

Production starts Aug. 21, Errol 
Flynn and Olivia de Havilland head- 
ing the cast. 


Despite $500,000 More 
For Reserves, Loew’s 


40 Weeks, $8,173,060 


Despite a $500,000 increase in re- 
serves for contingencies, Loew’s, 
Inc., reported net profit of $8,173,060 
for the 40 weeks ending June 8 last, 
as against $8,352,675 for the same 


period last year. Company set up 
$1,620,000 for contingencies, as com- 











> ~ 





pared with a contingency reserve of 
$1,120,000 for the saine period in| 
1938. 

Company’s earnings including | 
share of profits from affiliated com- 
panies, after deducting preferred 
dividends of subsids, amounted to 
$14,271,675, as against $14,027,877 for | 
comparable period last year. Net | 
profit figure was after depreciation, | 
taxes and the contingency reserve. 

No official explanation was given 
why this contingency was $500,000, 
larger than a year ago, but added 
litigation and large budget pictures, | 
in work at the time, may have) 
caused this precaution. 

The 40-week net profit figure was, 
equal to $4.62 per common share, 
ev. -n after this substantial hike in 
reserves, as compared with %4.80 on 
the common during like period of 
1938. If the present -ate of earn- 
ings is maintained in the final quar- 
ter, Loew’s earnings for the fiscal 
year ending next month would be 
in excess of 46. 

Columbia Pictures declared a 
regular quarterly dividend of 68%4¢ 
on preferred stock the first of this 
week. This maintains the $2.75 
annual rate. The divvy -is payable 
Aug. 15 to stock on record, Aug. 1. 








Detreit Con.’s 6146 a Share 
. Detroit, July 18. 
Detroit Consolidated Theatres, 
Inc., earned $16,219, or 644¢ a share, 
for the year ended Dec. 31, 1938. 
This is almost double the 1937 
earnings of $8,211, or 3.3¢ a share, 
on the 250,000 shares of Class A, $1 
par stock outstanding. 


John Loder Quits Eng. 
For Pic at Paramount 


Hallywood, July 18. 








| conjunction with those 





John Loder has returned, after five 
years in England, to play in ‘Dia- 
monds Are Dangerous,’ the George 
Brent-Isa Miranda starrer at Para- 
mount. 

British player made his Coast 
debut in Paramount's first talker, 
‘The Doctor’s Secret’, 


Small Tradings in Par 
And Pathe, Via the S.E.C. 


Washington, July 18, | 

Two relatively small transactions. 
in Paramount-Pictures, Inc., common | 
stock represented only cash film | 
dealings recorded by the Securities 
& Exchange Commission during 
May. Purchase of 1,000 shares of 
common was credited to John D. | 
Hertz, New York director of the! 
company, on May 12, with 100 shares 
reported held by Lehman Bros. Lat- | 
ter disclaimed, however, any admis- | 
sion of beneficial ownership of the! 
securities. | 
Holdings totaling 4,600 shares of 
Pathe Film Corp. common were list: 
ed for one individual, two holding 
companies and a trust fund by the 
SEC. Allan P. Kirby, a director liv- 
ing in Jersey City, had 2,100 shares 
of Pathe common in the strong-box 
or April 25 and remaining shares 
were distributed among ‘holding! 
company A,’ ‘holding company B’ | 
and ‘trust’ in the amounts of 1,000, | 
900 and 600, resvectively, commish | 














report revealed. | 


The United Detroit string of Para. 
mount theatres, numbering 17, wij} 
be placed in charge of Earl K. Hug. 
son under reported plans, with con. 
firmation of such an arrangement 
possibly to be reached by Par’s 
executive committee and Barney 
Balaban in two weeks or so. 

Pending further discussions con. 
cerning the Detroit setup of the 
future, in the face of George w, 
Trendle’s resignation, it is under. 
stood Hudson would step in at the 
top over the United Detroit Theatres 
Corp., with possibly an additional 
operating executive delegated to act 
as somewhat in the role of a gen. 
eral manager for him. In the event 
such an aide is added to United 
Detroit, it would be a virtual cer- 
tainty that he’d come from the Par 
ranks. A present manager might be 
elevated under Par’s policy to pro- 
mote from within, a policy which 
resulted in immediate consideration 
of Hudson as a successor to Trendle. 

It may be that in the event a final 
accord is reached on arrangements 
with Hudson that he will tackle the 
job of running the Par Detroit 
houses for the company without a 
g.m. under him at the start, to see 
how things work out. The addition 
could be made later, depending on 
demands of the situation, if that be- 
comes the case. 

Paramount home office theatre 
executives will concentrate on the 
Detroit operation considerably more 
than in the past, working closely in 
locally in 
charge on all theatre problems, buy- 
ing, etc. While Trendle had a shar- 
ing deal, Hudson would go in as a 
salaried operator for Par, it is 
understood. 


Leonard Goldenson, Par ho. 
executive under Balaban, returned 
|from Detroit Monday (17) after 


making a study of the situation. He 
declined to discuss his findings or 
present plans. Leon Netter, g.m. of 
the theatre division, and Goldenson 
will go to Detroit next week to fur- 
ther study the situation and confer 
with Hudson. Latter, who was com- 
ing into N.Y. this week,. has can- 
called such plans as a result. 

Trendle resigned as of Sept. 1 but 
while withdrawing actively from 
the United Detroit before that date, 
is available for any assistance he can 
fend in inducting the new regime. 
He has been operating the Par De- 
troit group for five years. 

An exploitation man in pictures 
years back, Hudson stepped in just 
ahead of Trendle’s deal when Wil- 
lard Patterson, now a h.o. Warner 
executive, was in charge of the De- 
troit theatres. He has acted some- 
what in the manner of a g.m. for 
Trendle, who was president of the 
United Detroit Theatres under his 
salary-and-percentage operating deal 
made by the Par trustees during 
bankruptey. 

Trendle has a 40% interest in the 
King-Trendle Broadcasting Co. of 
Detroit, controlling two stations, the 
Lone Ranger serial, etc. He de- 
sires to devote all his time in future 
to these radio interests, whereas 
theatre business in Detroit the past 
two years has been unfavorable. 


Long Time in Saddle 


Holly wood, July 18. 
RKO is rushing five George 
O’Brien westerns through the writ- 
ing mill to finish the 1938-39 sched- 
ule and get a start on next seasons 
program. . 
In preparation are ‘The Fighting 
Gringo,’ ‘Legion of the Lawless’ and 
three still untitled, 











‘Cottage’ for Ginger 
Hollywood, July 18. 
Pandro Berman bought the old 
Arthur Wing Pinero stage play, ‘E- 
chanted Cottage,’ as a starrer for 
Ginger Rogers at RKO to follow her 
next picture, ‘The Primrose Path’. 
Play was filmed as a silent in 1923 
with Richard Barthelmess and May 
McAvoy. 





Ormston Scenics MG 


Hollywood, July 18. 
Frank Ormston, onetime ace di- 
rector at RKO studio and former 45- 
sistent to Norman Bel Geddes at 
N. ¥. World’s Fair, has joined 
Metro. . 
Goes to work in studio's sceni¢ 
department. 
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(hi Biz Betters, B & K Reopening 
UA; Bergner Pulls Good $10,000, 
Law Fisher Orch Cheerful $13,000 





ag vos ay hm 6 Lae , 
dily growing basic strength 0 
dow business in this territory dur- 
ing the past three weeks has given 
great encouragement to theatres. 
There is a real tide of business flow- 
ing back into the boxoffces. 

Upward trend has encouraged 
Balaban & Katz to reopen the 
United Artists, which relights Fri- 
day (21) with ‘Andy Hardy Gets 
Spring Fever.’ House is now being | 
spruced up for the occasion. 

Three vaudfilm houses are garner- 
ing happy grosses _currently, with 
the Chicago depending primarily on 
the picture, ‘Second Fiddle,’ while 
the State-Lake and Oriental are 
getting b.o. cooperation from their 
stages. Buddy Fisher orchestra, re- 
cently here at the Hotel LaSalle, is 
on the State-Lake stage in line with 
the recent band booking epidemic in 
that house. At the Oriental, ‘Mikado 
in Swing,’ all-colored show, is back 
in town for second loop visit. It is 
one of the rare instances when a 
show repeats in a rival house here. 

Hold-overs are ‘Goodbye, Mr. 
Chips,’ which is continuing at great 
pace in the Apollo, while ‘Man 
About Town’ moved into the Gar- 
rick following a highly pleasing gal- 
lop in the Chicago. Along _with 
‘Chips,’ another foreign-made flicker, 
‘Stolen Life,’ is bringing in the Eliz- 
abeth Bergner fans. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
Chips’ (M-G) (4th wk.). Holding 
to fine trot and will take $6,000, ex- 
cellent, after getting solid $7,000 last 
week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 — 
‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) and stage 
show. Flicker is garnering excel- 
lent b.o. reaction and is heading for 
hefty profits at $33,000. Last week, 
‘Man About Town’ (Par) and vaude, 
strong $34,400. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65)— 
‘Man About Town’ (Par). Switched 
here for additional looping and will 
manage hearty $5,000. Last week, 
‘Kokomo’ (WB), just so-so at $3,500. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Washington Square’ (20th) and 
‘Mikado in Swing’ unit on stage. 
Strong attraction line-up and trade 
is up considerably; around $17,000, 
best house has hit in several months. 
Last week, okay $13,100 for Hardys 
Ride High’ (M-G) and vaude. 

Roosevelt (B-K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Stolen Life’ (Par). Heading 


fanatics at $10,000. Last week. 
‘Clouds Over Europe’ (Col), $8,300, 
60-SO. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
‘Within Law (M-G) and vaude. 


Buddy Fisher orch on stage. Going 
to good $13,000 currently. Last 
week, ‘With Murder’ (WB) and 


vaude, managed okay $12,500. 


B.B., Nags Hurt Seattle; 
‘Kid’-Ennis Ore OK $5,000 


Seattle, July 18. 
A good weekend weather break 
for the b.o.s was offset by baseball 
team playing at home and horse 
Tracing, both of which drew crowds. 








dicate good $5,200. Last week, 
‘Naughty Nice’ (WB) and ‘Hotel Im- 
perial’ (Par), $4,400, good. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
37-42)—“Mickey the Kid’ (Rep), solo, 
and Skinnay Ennis orch on stage. 
See big $5,000. Last week, ‘Married 
a Cop’ (Rep) with vaude, Eddie Pea- 
body headlining, and the sole reason 
for $!,500, good. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039; 27 - 37 - 42) — ‘Unexpected 
Father (U) and ‘Girl Mexico’ 
(RKO). Only $2,500, terrible, in five 
days and pulled. Last week, ‘Man 
About Town’ (Par) and ‘Code 
Streets’ (U) (2d wk), $4,7°9, good. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-27- 
32)—‘Union Pacific’ (Par) (2d run). 
Single bill unusual at this spot, 
where they like duals, but good 
$2,500 is expected. Last week, ‘Dark 
Victory’ (WB) and ‘Castles’ (RKO) 
(2d wk), $2,300, big. 


New ‘Andy Hardy 
Dual Ups Mich., 
Detroit, $12,500 


Detroit, July 18. 

Stronger product almost every- 
where figures to spell higher grosses 
here, with ‘Second Fiddle’ giving the 
Fox the jump although ‘Andy Hardy 
Gets Spring Fever,’ combined with 
‘Man Who Dared,’ should push the 
Michigan up there too. 

Continuance of union squabble 
over representation, which has 
thrown thousands out of work in 
General Motors plants at a time 
when most plants are working only 
skeleton staffs while changing over 
to 1940 autos, isn’t helping matters. 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Gorilla’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Five 
Came Back’ (RKO) (2d run), dual. 
Both flickers moved here after medi- 
ocre sesh at Fox and don’t figure to 
get more than $4,500, fair. Last week 
not too good $4,000 for ‘Good Girls 
Go Paris’ (Col) (2d run) and ‘Clouds 
Europe’ (Col) (2d run), both moved 
here after stanza at Fox. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—Second Fiddle’ (20th) plus ‘Moto 
Danger Island’ (20th), dual. Power- 
Henie musical headed for pretty 
good $14,500. Last week light $11,- 
000 for ‘Five Came Back’ (RKO) and 
‘Gorilla’ (20th). 

Michigan (UD) (4,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘Hardy Spring Fever’ (M-G) plus 
‘Man “Tho Dared’ (WB), dual. Hardy 
series usually strong here; this one 
not too bad at $12,500. “Tarzan’ 
(M-G) and ‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G) 
took in fair $11,500. 

Palms-State (UD) (3,000; 30-40-50) 
—‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB) combined 
with ‘Exile Express’ (GN), dual. 











‘Good Girls Go to Paris’ is holding 
@ third week at Liberty, while ‘Man | 
About Town’ continues to go to town | 


Paced for fairish $5,000, following 
poor $4,200 last week for ‘Man About 
Town’ (Par) (2d run) and ‘Grand 


after two nice weeks at the Para-| Jury Secrets’ (Par). 


mount in moveover to Blue Mouse. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(350; 27-32-42)—'Man About Town’ 
Hdd and ‘Code of Streets’ (U). 
Oveover after two weeks a‘ Para- 
mount indicates okay $2,100 in eight 
ays. Last week, ‘Panama Lady’ 
) and ‘Susannah’ 


wk), six days. slow 
um (Hamric 
(1,800; | 21-27-32) — ‘Washington 
(Od (20th) and ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) 
bo run). Expect big $3,800. Last 
wien Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Basker- 
oe (20th) (2d run), big $3,900. 


- Evergreen) 


elonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)—) 
‘Ware | 


‘Southward Ho’ (Rep) and 


Case’ (GB) dual, split with 
Ranger’ (Rep). nat 


‘Lone | « in Fury’ 
feature length ' eee a 





HEAT SCUTTLES INDPLS.; 


‘FURY’ DUAL MILD 76 


Indianapolis, July 18. 

Natives are passing up the air- 
cooled lure of theatres in the down- 
town sector to spend their coin in 
amusement parks and outdoor enter- 
tainment, with current total grosses 
below par for the season. _ 

Circle is in top money with ‘Sec- 
ond Fiddle’ and ‘It Could Happen To 
|You,”’ but Loew’s is torpid dualing 
and ‘Parents On 








episode, and ‘Girls Probat'on’ (WB "| Trial.’ Apollo, holding ‘Man About 


Anticipate good $2,000. Last week |W", and ‘Undercover Doctor’ for 


' . 
F exas Steers’ (Rep) and ‘Lone Wolf‘ third 


bo 1 split with ‘Drummond’ (Par) 
le one Ranger’ (Rep), feature 
ngeth episode, $1,800, okay. 
Ree J Avenue’ (Hamrick-Ever- 
Cen) (2,349; 27-37-42)—‘Second 


iddle’ (20th) ‘ 
Again’ (20th). and ‘Could Happen 


week, is barely in the 


| black 


' ‘Estimates for This Week 


| Apolle (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
'40)—‘Man About Town’ (Par) and 
| ‘Undercover Doctor’ (Rep) (2d wk). 
|Got initial showing at Circle and is 


Anticipate big $7,000 ib. o. here; just making the grade at 


Olding. Last week, ‘Dr. Kildare’ $2000. Last week, same bill, nice 
. . are P 
M-G) and ‘Bridal ‘Suite’ (M-G), $4200. | 

, Okay, "Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-32-42) 

try: , , 1 * ee 

Wis, Go Paris’ (Col) and ‘Outside 
a (Col) (3d wk). Expect good 


800, beating } ; 
same film Sh 0. oo Last week. 
(850 Box (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


27-37-49)__« cli 
(34 want 42)—Mr. Chips’ (M-G) 


Look for big $1,500. Last | 


— same film, $5,100, great. 
° * - ‘Five e ck’ 
(RKO) and ‘Like It Hot’ (Par). In- 


'40)—‘Second Fiddle (20th) and 
‘Could Happen To You’ (20th), with 
‘first pic getting all the credit for 


nifty $10,000. Last week, ‘Mikado’|S 


i\(U) and ‘Sun Never Sets’ (U), only 
‘fair $6,100. 

| Leew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
| Captain Fury’ (UA) dualled with 
|‘Parents On Trial’ (Col) not up to 
usual biz with mild $6,800. Last 
|week, ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Missing 
‘Daughters’ (Col), okay $8,400. 


First Runs on Broadway 


Week eof July 26 





Subject to Change 


Astor—Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ 
(M-G) (10th wk.). 
Capitol—Andy Hardy Gets 


Spring Fever’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in Vartery, July 12) 
Criterion—‘This Man Is News’ 

(Par) (19). 

Globe—‘Dead Men Tell No 

Tales’ (Alliance) (22). 
Music Hall—‘Man in 

Mask’ (UA) (2d wk.). 
Paramount — ‘Magnificent 

Fraud’ (Par) (19). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Rialto—‘Saint in London’ 

(RKO) (18). 

(Reviewed in Variety, July 12) 
Roxy— Frontier Marshal’ 

(20th) (21). 
Strand—‘Each Dawn I 

(WB) (21). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Week of July 27 


Iron 


Die’ 


Aster—‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ 
(M-G) (11th wk.). 
Capitel—‘Andy Hardy Gets 


Spring Fever’ (M-G) (2d wk.). 
Criterion—‘Of Human Bond- 
age’ (RKO) (26). 
Musie Hall—‘Winter Carnival’ 
(UA). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Paramount — ‘Magnificent 
Fraud’ (Par) (2d wk.). 


Rialto—‘Hidden Power’ (Col) 
(25). 
Riveli—‘They Shall Have 


Music’ (UA) (26). 
(Reviewed in Variety, July 12) 


Roxy— Frontier Marshal’ 
(20th) (2d wk.). 

Strand—‘Each Dawn 
(WB) (2d wk.). 


B’KLYN STILL OFF 


‘Maisie’ 


I Die’ 











Pretty Good $16,500 With 
‘Enemies’ 





Brooklyn, July 18. 
_Milder weather brought some re- 
lief to downtown deluxers, but not 
enough to shake down rafters. Para- 
mount, with ‘Daughters Courageous’ 
and ‘Outside These Walls’ in second 
week, and Metropolitan, 
‘Maisie’ and ‘6,000 Enemies,’ getting 
top coin this stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50) — ‘Five 
Came Back’ (RKO) and ‘News Made 
Night’ (20th). Unexciting $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Susannah’ (20th) and 
‘Girl Mexico’ (RKO), fair $17,000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50)—‘Girls Go 
Paris’ (Col) and ‘Mickey the Kid’ 
(Rep). So-so $13,500. Last week, 
‘Invitation Happiness’ (Par) and 
‘Undercover Doctor’ (Rep), meek 
$14,000. 

Met (3,618; 25-35-50) — ‘Maisie’ 
(M-G) and 6,000 Enemies’ (M-G). 
Pretty good $16,500. Last week, 
‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Zero Hour’ 
(Rep), dull $14,000. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50) — 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) and 
‘Outside Walls (Col) (2d wk). Nice 
$16,000. Last week pair drew okay 


| Broadway this week. 


‘Tron Mask’ at $85,000 Tops B way: 
‘Speedway -McCoy Slow 186, Vallee 
With ‘Angels’ OK Zab; Others Vary 





Business is peculiarly scattered on 
Some houses 
are doing very well, while others are 
merely coasting or slowed down to 
a walk. There are only three hold- 
overs, including the unusually con- 
sistent ‘Mr. Chips’ which from day 
to day doesn’t vary much. 

New films are highlighted by ‘Man | 
in Iron Mask’. It opened zestfully 
and will sail through to about $85,000, 
holding a second week. Other new} 
ones are having difficulty getting 
anywhere. Capitol threw in the | 
sponge for ‘On Borrowed Time’ Mon- 
day night (17) after five poor days 


AMS UP ‘PARIS’ 











Baltimore, July 18. 
Not much change in lethargic do- 


which is cashing in heavily on an- 
nual local talent show, 


the News-Post. 
‘Good Girls Go to Paris,’ layout is 
striding way ahead of other down- 
towners. Holdover of ‘Goodbye, Mr. 
Chips,’ at Loew’s Century, maintain- 
ing nice momentum created by bull- 
ish opening session. 
Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-40)—Chips’ (M-G) (2d wk.). 
Heading for okay $8,000 after big- 
gest opening round in weeks, $12,- 


showing | 200 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Girls Go Paris’ 
(Col) coupled to annual local talent 
‘Stardust Revue’. Latter sponsored in 
conjunction with, and heavily bally- 
hooed by, the News-Post. Ringing 
up solid $15,000. Last week, ‘Clouds 
Over Europe’ (Col) plus M. of T. 
and vaude, garnered mild $9,700. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40) — ‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB). 
Uneventful $4,500 the possible count. 
Last week, ‘Allen Murder Case’ 


the very tepid total. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Second Fiddle’ (20th). Pleasing 
$5,500 indicated. Last week, ‘Stolen 
Life’ (Par), so-so $3,800. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Man About Town’ (Par) (2d 
wk.). Unexciting $5,000. Last week, 




















$19,000, 
Murder in 


fair $6,600. 


Cleveland 





Baseball, 


Concerts Cripple B. O.’s, But ‘Maisie’ 
Forte $10,500 





Cleveland, July 18. 

Two baseball games ove: week- 
end, plus one under night lights, 
drew a total attendance of 170,000 
away from theatrical sector and 
practically ruined show biz here as 
far as current stanza is concerned. 
Pop concerts in civic auditorium and 
Cain Park theatre are doing more 
damage to houses hit by scarcity of 
product so badly that yank-outs and 
holdovers are becoming as com.non 
as mosquitoes. 

Palace broke traditions for first 
time by pushing in ‘Naughty But 
Nice’ on a Wednesday instead of Fri- 
day when ‘Career’; hitting the low- 
est low the RKO stand has had in 
22 years, was frantically pulled out 
after four brutal days. Dick Powell 
musical also taking such a beating 
that it, too, may be cut short if it 
doesn’t pick up. 

‘Maisie’ is not giving State any 
trouble; in fact, going fast enough 
to collect smart prize money for 
week. Hipp, worried over bookings, 
forced to hold ‘Four Daughters’ three 
more days in spite of only fair trade. 
Allen going into split-weeks with 
‘Saint in London’, but ‘Man About 
Town,’ as Stillman’s h.o., is one of 
the best tourist-catchers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—Tumbleweeds’ (Astor) and ‘Old 
Dark House’ (U) (reissues). William 
. Hart reissue showing surprising 
strength for an oldie, because of neat 
campaign, and should go full stanza 
for good $2,700. Last week, ‘Sweep- 
stakes Winner’ (WB) and ‘Asked For 
— split, landed indifferent 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 20-35-42-55)— 





‘Saint in London’ (RKO). Breaking 


in middle of week and on short no- 
tice; not more than fair $2,500 is 
seen. Last week, ‘Girls Go Paris’ 
(Col), after initial ride at next-door 
Palace, was sweeter, $4,000. 

Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15-35) 
—‘Lost Squadron’ (RKO) and ‘Hu- 
man Bondage’ (RKO) (reissues). 
Heading for very satisfactory $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Brimstone’ (M-G) and 
‘Firefly’ (M-G), split with ‘Missouri’ 
(Par) and ‘Kid Texas’ (M-G) was 
lowered by slow first half to $2,400. 


Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
— ‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB). 
Kept three extra days to give ‘Sec- 
ond Fiddle’ (20th) a build-up open- 
ing Wednesday (19). For a ten-day 
chapter, $5,000, poor. On first round 
under cooler weather it came in with 
just less than $9,000, okay. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
—Naughty Nice’ (WB). Pretty thin 
stuff for this de-luxer, especially 
when handicapped by a last-minute 
booking that made a cold mid-week 
opening. If it lasts, $5,000, not pay- 
ing for the help. Last week was mur- 
derous one with star-less ‘Career’ 
(RKO), drawing only 12 people at 
one late performance and being 
yanked after four days when it reg- 
istered a record low of about $2,000. 

State (Loews) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Maisie’ (M-G). Dandy ballyhoo 
selling this one for top money. Well 
liked enough to win $10,500. ‘Man 
About Town’ (Par), last week, got 
comfortable $11,300 in the sock. 

Stillman (Loew's) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—"Man About Town’ (Par). Car- 
rying over good fortune on shove- 
over; should add up to $5,000, far 
above average. Last week, “Tarzan’ 
(M-G), went well at $3,800. 





(Par), didn’t catch on, with $3,600 


on a second week, setting sail with a 
new picture yesterday (Tues.), ‘Andy 
Hardy Gets Spring Fever.’ Latter 
started out good. ‘Borrowed Time’ 
was no holdover attraction, based on 
only $7,000 for the final five times 
the sun set on it. 

Indianapolis Speedway,’ into the 
Strand with Clyde McCoy orchestra 
for just one week to fill a gap, will 
take the house to its lowest first 
week since induction of a combina- 
tion policy late last summer, less 
than $18,000. ‘Each Dawn I Die’ and 
Eddy Duchin in Friday (21). 

Paramount finished its third week 
last night (Tues.) with ‘Man About 
Town’ and Gene Krupa-Andrews Sis- 
ters at sturdy $33,000 and could have 
gone a fourth. Jamming of film and 
band bookings prevented, with ‘Mag- 
nificent Fraud’ and Bob Hope, plus 


|Woody Herman band and others, 


, opening today (Wed.). On the 21 
days the outgoing show proved a ter- 
‘ rific money maker at $131,500. 


Rudy Vallee, at the State Washing- 
ton’s Birthday this year, is back 
again with ‘Only Angels Have Wings’ 
as the picture but not seeing the box- 
office he previously knocked down, 
though good for this time of year at 


ings here except for combo Hipp, | around $25,000 or bit better. 


‘Second Fiddle,’ going out tomor- 


‘Stardust | TOW night (Thurs.) is holding on bet- 


|ter the third (final) stanza at around 


Revue,’ staged in cooperation with | $90.000 than it did last week (2d) at 
Nicely coupled to/this side of $25,000. Better weather 


no doubt figured in its favor. On 
Friday (21) house moves in ‘Frontier 
Marshal,’ which wasn’t ready last 
week, forcing ‘Fiddle’ into staying 
too long. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 25-40-55-65)—‘Chips’ 
(M-G) (10th week). A tablestakes 
special, last week (9th) being $12,- 
000, same as the previous week. 
Started 10th 
(Tues. ). 

Capitol (4,520: 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Hardy Spring Fever’ (M-G). Opened 
yesterday morning (Tues.) after five 
days on holdover of ‘Borrowed 
Time,’ which dipped badly to around 
$7,000. The first week was $17,000, 
okay though nothing to rave about. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Drum- 
mond’s Bride’ (Par). Brutal b.o., 
probably not a nickel over $4,000. 
Last week a seventh night’s pre- 
view helped put ‘Mickey the Kid’ 
(Rep) over $5,000 mark but little 
consolation at this figure. 

Globe (1,274; 25-40-55) — ‘Water- 
front’ (WB). Fairish at $5,500 or 
above. In ahead, ‘Hell’s Kitchen’ 
(WB) on its second full week did 
better than that, $5,700, good. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—'Daugh- 
ters Courageous’ (WB) and ‘Moto 
Takes Vacation’ (20th) (both 2d 
run), dualed. This doubie-barrelled 
bill opens here today (Wed.), fol- 
lowing week of ‘Mikado’ (U) (2d 
run) and ‘News Is Made at Night’ 
(20th) (ist run) at a poor $6.000, 
‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Zero 
yA (Rep) (1st run), behind that, 


Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
— Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) and Bob 
Hope, Woody Herman orchestra, 
others, opens here this morning 
(Wed.), regular chan day. ‘Man 
About Tcewn’ (Par) and Gene Krupa- 
Andrews Sisters went three weeks 
final session being $33,000, the second 
$40,000 and the first $58,500 for a 
huge net. Could have gone fourth if 
bookings hadn’t interfered. 

Radie City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65) — ‘Iron Mask’ (UA) 
and stage show (lst wk). Turnstiles 
clicking snappily here at $85,000 or 
thereabouts, with a second week to 
go. Last week, second for ‘Bachelor 
Mother’ (RKO) was $81,000, very 
satisfacto following initial seven 
days of $100,000. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Saint in 
London’ (RKO). Opened here yester- 
day (Tues.) and off o.k. Two weeks 
of ‘Five Came Back’ (RKO) added to 
$16,500, final stanza being $6,500, the 
first $10,000, for excellent profit. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75 }—'‘Fiddle’ 
(20th) and stage show (3d-final 
week). Comparatively better, though 
low, on final week at around $20,000 
than on the second, when failing to 
get up to a r $25,000. ‘Frontier 
Marshal’ (20th) opens Fri. (21). 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Only~ An- 
gels have Wings’ (Col) (2d run) and 
Rudy Vallee. Business fine for this 
time of year at $25,000 or over. 
two years back Vallee hit $44,500 
here, a record that stood for all time 
until two weeks ago. Outgoing show 
of ‘Wuthering’ (UA) and Ella Fitz- 
gerald with Chick Webb orchestra 
managed to graze $19,000, okay. 

Strand (2,767; 25-40-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Indianapolis Speedway’ (WB) and 
Clyde McCoy band. A filler-inner 
and under $18,000 will be lowest first 
week for house since policy was in- 
stituted. Nut down, however, and 
not too bad. Last week, third for 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) and 
Sammy Kaye, $26,000, good. Swell 
figures for right side of ledger on 
that show over 21 days, $100,000 be- 
ing grossed on run. 
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Sonja Henie Snowball 
Fight Ballyhoos St. L. 
As Well as the Picture |: 





St. Louis, July 18. | 


A McCoy snowball fight and kin- 
dred ice stunts with the tempera- 
ture 98 degrees constituted the 
greatest outdoor bally ever engi- 
neered in this burg for a screen 
opus and all was worked out last 
week by Les Kaufman, advertising 
and publicity director of Fanchon | 
& Marco’s houses, exploiting Sonja | 
Henie in ‘Second Fiddle.’ The snow- | 
ball and ice stunts were but part) 
of a campaign that probably re-| 
sulted in the town grabbing off pub- | 
licity worth plenty as, in addit tion | 
to the story being carried by all | 
three daily rags, it was picked up 
by the AP, INS and UP who also 
made wirephotos of the stunts. | 
Newsreels companies also were on) 
the spot for shots for national show- 
ing. 

Additionally Kaufman and Jerry | 
Hoekstra, director of the Public Af- 
fairs Dept. of KMOX, CBS’ 50,000- 
watter here, worked out a scheme 
whereby a description of the snow- 
ball jamboree was broadcast as it 
occurred. This was done from the 
marquee of F&M’s 5,000-seater Fox, 
across the street from where the 
bally was held. 

To hold the snowball fracas Kauf- 
man purchased 6,000 pounds of ice 
from a manufacturer who crushed it 
into a powder like substance and 
delivered at the zero hour, Thomas 
N. Dysert, prez of the C of C and 
other civic biggies were enticed, in 
the guise of helping the town, into 
joining in the play. Half a dozen 
femmes, recruited from a local danc- 
ing school and clad in bathing suits, 
disported in the melting ‘snow.’ 

Another gag that attracted lots of 
attention was freezing 10 pairs of 
ducats to ‘Second Fiddle’ in each 
of a half a dozen 300-pound cakes 
of ice which were placed on busy 
street intersections. Picture and 
theatre copy and an announcement 
that the ducats would become the 
property of the person who waited 
until the ice melted sufficiently for 
them to grab the passes adorning 
the cakes, Another mark of smart 
exploitation was the distribution of 
100 candy-coated popcorn balls, at 
the snowball fiesta, to those who 
preferred them to ice bails. 

F&M upped its advertising budget 
considerably, using national adver- 
tising copy. More than 1,000 ‘Sec- 
ond Fiddle’ window cards in local 
dairies and also back bar streamers 
and 14-l7-inch posters in drug- 
stores and milk stations were addi- 
tional exploitation features. The 
actual cost of this fine exploitation 
campaign to F&M was $18. The rest 
was cuffo. 


Sidman Uses ‘Mikado’ 
Over-Sized Postcards 


Harrisburg, Pa., July 18. 

Bob Sidman, manager of the Sen- 
ate theatre, had the unwitting aid 
of the postoffice department in plug- 
ging ‘Mikado.’ He had 100 postcards 
printed, each the size of a window 
herald and carrying the notation: 
*Do Not Fold.’ 

The cards were mailed from vari- 
ous mailboxes, but, inasmuch as they 
wouldn’t fit in the boxes, Sidman 
very legally hung them on the sides 
while they awaited collection. Then 
they wouldn’t fit in the postman’s 
bag for delivery and again the 
‘Mikado’ was plugged, this time with 
ambulating heralds. 


GRANDPAS FREE 


‘On Borrowed Time’ Stunt in Syra- 
cuse Pulls OK . 











Syracuse, July 18. 

Although it had less newspaper 
play than most of the exploitation 
gags rigged here recently, stunt engi- 
neered by Frank Murphy for the 
premiere of ‘On Borrowed Time,’ at 
Loew’s, clicked heavily with the 
public. Murphy invited the first 25 
grandfathers, accompanied by a 
grandchild, to arrive at the theatre 
on the day the picture opened, to be 
his guests. 

From the numbers on hand when 
the doors opened, Murphy now be- 
lieves half the: men in the city are 
grandfathers. 


| versified fields of entertainment, 


FILM SHOWMANSHIP 


By John C. Flinn. 





There is showmanship spontaniety in the proposal 
to set aside the week of Oct. 1-7, next, for due and 
proper celebration of the 50th anniversary of the in- 
vention of the motion picture, Films’ Golden Jubilee 
| is an opportunity for the public and the organized busi- 
ness to register appreciation of Thomas A. Edison’s 
mechanical genius as the founder of an art industry 
and measure the accomplishments of films in the di- 
education, commerce 
and culture. Incidentally, it’s an opening for film the- 
atres to cash in on a swell idea. 

Based upon early reactions to the announcement that 
a group of film advertising and publicity men, headed 
by Kenneth Clark and Joel Swenson, of the Hays of- 
fice, is initiating the movement, there is every indica- 
| tion that the scope of the celebration presently limited 
| to suggestions, will accelerate in interest into a signifi- 
'cant event. The importance which the anniversary will 
assume rests wholly upon the enthusiasm with which 
the film industry, in all its branches and ramificatiens, 
grasps the chance to stir public attention. The occa- 
sion, in other words, is a challenge to showmanship 
skill and ingenuity. 

Unquestionably there will be several major events 
|on the program. One idea already taking form is that 
| the Picture Pioneers, recently organized by Jack Cohn, 


will run off a first class industry-public affair at a ban- 
| quet to be held in New York with some of the Edison 


contemporaries and associates as chief guests. First 
formal fall meeting could scarcely find a better reason 
for assembling, or a more alluring attraction to bring 
out a large and representative gathering. Will H. Hays 
is scheduled to give a radio address with the anni- 
versary as his subject sometime in mid-September. 

Earliest days of films comprise a record which has 


| been accurately recorded by several historians, notably 


Chester Merrill Withington, secretary of Edison Pion- 
eers, an organization of men who worked with the in- 
ventor in experimental laboratories and machine shops, 
Withington has compiled an exhaustive account, which 
has been gleaned from persoral interviews and corre- 
spondence with men who were associated with Edison 
and ‘played some part in the tevlopmnt of what is today 
the motion picture industry. 

It is just as well at the outset that those who will re- 
view Edison’s invention, the incidents preceding and 
following it, should speak from the facts, permitting 
fancy its just flight when they anticipate the place 
which films will occupy in World affairs during the 
second 50 years. 


ACTUALLY STARTED 52 YEARS AGO 


In the very beginning, therefore, it is a matter of 
record that the year 1937, rather than 1939, marked 
the 50th anniversary of motion pictures. None need be 
disturbed over this slight matter of two years, how- 
ever. The disparity of 24 months can be charged off to 
oversight, or to the feminine influence on films, a dis- 
tinctly major contribution, but one likely to ‘cheat’ a 
bit in the matter of years. 

Withington declares there is extant an original 
memorandum in Edison’s own handwriting which 
states: 

‘In the year 1887, the idea occurred to me that it was 
possible to devise an instrument which should do for 
the eye what the phonograph does for the ear, and that 
by the combination of the two, all motion and sound 
could be recorded and reproduced simultaneously. This 
idea, the germ of which came from the little toy called 
the zoetrope, has now been accomplished.’ 

As for the zoetrope, it is a small contraption consist- 
ing of a circular box, within which a series of still 
photographs is rotated by a wire windlass. Glimpsed 
through a slit in the cover, the pictures when twirled 
in rapid sequence create the illusion of motion. Zue- 
tropes are still manufactured as toys. More elaborately 
constructed, they were familiar in old-time penny 
arcades, dispensing views of lovely semi-nudes in the 
act of discreetly disrobing. They never were entirely 
satisfactory as entertainment because the photographs 
usually ceased with a certain characteristic ‘clunck’ at 
the moment of teasing suspense. The shows were not 
bad for a penny, but many a youngster would have 
risked a nickel for act two. If memory serves, one of 
the most popular, early subjects, next to the strip-tease, 
was a reproduction of the knockout blow of the Fitz- 
simmons-Corbett prize-fight, illustrating the renowned 
solar-plexis punch. 


EDISON’S VISION 


Edison from the very inception of his idea of cre- 
ating motion in photography always clung to sound 
reproduction as a part of his vision. Edison Talking 
Pictures actually were billed for a few months as star 


attractions in vaudeville theatres of the B. F. Keith 
and Percy Williams’ circuits in New York, Much ex- 
citement attended the commercial showing of Edison 
soundfilms at the Colonial theatre where a minstrel 
show was given on the screen and voices of the players, 
in reasonable synchronization with lip movements, 
poured forth to. the accompaniment of scratches and 
screeches from a large phonograph horn on the apron 
of the stage. As a novelty they lasted only a short 
time, for lack of good entertainment material. The 
tube and expressive sound came later. 


While the film industry may be said to have had its 
beginning in Newark, where Edison’s earliest experi- 
ments were made, Withington declares that the major 
part of the experimental and developmental work on 
motion pictures was performed at Orange, N. J., where 
Edison opened his new laboratory on Thanksgiving 
Day, 1887. He says, ‘Room 5 in that building actually 
was the birthplace of the art.’ Continuing, 


‘A few weeks before his death, Oct. 23, 1936, I had 
the pleasure of a chat with Fred Ott in the Edison 
Laboratory building, during which he blushingly ad- 
mitted the charge of being motion picture actor No. l 
for his famous sneezing act as an experimental stunt. 
But more important was his remark that in the experi- 
mental days of the motion picture camera, Edison dis- 
appointed apparently at the slow progress being shown 
said to John Ott (Fred’s brother), ‘John, I am not going 
further with this. It will never be anything but a toy.’ 
Recently I had luncheon with the sole survivor of a 
trio who were first to see a motion picture. W. L. K. 
Dickson is gone; so is Brown of Edison’s mechanical 
staff. But Walter S. Mallory, also a former Edison as- 
sociate, although not engaged in motion picture work, 
and now an executive of the Cement Institute, is hale 
and hearty in his mid-70’s.’ 

Mallory related to Withington that even before Edi- 
son had a glimpse of an actual motion picture, he, Dick- 
son and Brown saw the first bit of finished product. 
It was Fred Ott sneezing. This group of three, in 1890, 
comprised the very first motion picture audience, 


FIRST ‘PEEP SHOW’ IN 1894 


‘It is a well known fact that the premier commercial 
‘peep show,’ forerunner of today’s motion picture the- 
atre, occurred on April 14, 1894, at 1155 Broadway 
(N. Y.),’ Withington states. ‘I doubt that any details 
of that occasion are generally known in the motion pic- 
ture industry. I had the good fortune to hear the story 
from the lips of the man who actually managed the 
affair, a man who succeeded the late Samuel Insull as 
private secretary to Thomas A. Edison. Kinetoscopes, 
or peep-show machines, invented by Edison, made pos- 
sible the historic event. A. O. Tate, who gave me the 
account, identified himself with Edison interests in 
1883 at 65 Fifth avenue. Later he was transferred to 
the new Edison laboratories, and upon Insull’s promo- 
tion to greater duties, succeeded him as private secre- 
tary, in which position he was cognizant of the various 
interests of his employer. Among them was the motion 
picture development.’ 

Tate and a group opened a Kinetoscope at the Broad- 
way address. The boxoffice take for the first day was 
$153—first receipts from an exhibition of motion pic- 
tures. 


ALFRED CLARK THE FIRST PRODUCER 


Alfred Clark was given the job as first producer of 
motion pictures. Earliest films were static reproduc- 
tions of music hall acts. Clark conceived the idea of 
some sort of historical scenes, employing actors. The 
length limitations of the film strips, usually 50 feet, en- 
couraged drastic condensation of history. His first at- 
tempt was ‘The Execution of Mary, Queen of Scots.’ 
Clark writes of this masterpiece, ‘When the Queen had 
placed her head upon the block, the photographic cam- 
era was stopped, a dummy figure was put in place, and 
after the camera started again the dummy’s head was 
chopped off. I think one can now say that these were 
the first film productions ever made. They were not 
just acrobatic scenes but were short stories with a se- 
quence and were limited only by the shortness of the 
film.’ 

Later there was produced ‘The Lynching,’ ‘The Duel’ 
and ‘Indian S¢éalping Act.’ 

However brief an account of the birth of films, it 
would be incomplete without mention of Ed Porter’s 
very first ‘feature’ film, ‘Life of an American Fireman,’ 
which ante-dated his more famous ‘The Great Ameri- 
can Train Robbery.’ The Newark and Orange fire de- 
partments obliged. 

(Note: There is nothing in early Edison records of 
bank-nites or free dishes.) 





Rod Toups, Bob Woods 


Go to Town on ‘Borrowed’ 
New Orleans, July 18. 

After a dearth of showmanship 
and exploitation stunts here for the 
past few weeks, manager Rodney D. 
Toups of Loew’s State and his blurb- 
ist, Bob Woods, broke the ice and 
netted considerable space in the local 


spirit 
which pleads 

‘Please, for 
sake, silence.’ 


Quiet, Please! 





San Diego, July 18. 
Speaking of revivals, Califor- 
nia (F-WC) has gotten into the 
of things with a trailer 


your neighbor’s 


‘Film Appreciation 
Week’ in Southwest 


Dallas, July 18. 
Next comes Film Appreciation 
Week, to be marked July 22-28 by 
all Interstate Houses here, allegedly 
to thank the fans for their biz. 
Circuit has booked, it says, crowd 
pleasers for event, which will be ob- 











papers for ‘On Borrowed Time.’ A 


_ served by Majestic, Palace, Tower, 


— 


. 








private preview in advance of open- 
ing for press, ministers and_ better 
film group leaders netted pix and 
stories. A number of ministers used 
film title for sermon themes which 
church pages of papers printed. 
Toups and Woods also tied up with 
Morning Tribune, tab, in contest 
seeking persons who had accidents 
in which they barely escaped with 
their lives and who can now be 
termed ‘as living ‘on borrowed time.’ 
Experiences from readers flooded 
paper, th. most thrilling story being 
awarded cash prize while next 25 











received free dueats to see pix. 
As added stunt to crash papers, 





Toups had lobby artist design huge 
postcard, four by eight feet, which 
was placed in lobby and addressed 
to Lionel Barrymore, star of pix, 
congratulating him on 30th anniver- 
sary in picture biz. More than 10,000 
patrons signed their name to the 
card which was sent to actor at 
Culver City studio. The Item, after- 
noon sheet, carried pix and stories 
of patrons signing card. 

One patron of theatre baked. a 
huge birthday cake in honor of 
Barrymore anniversary which was 
displayed in lebby. and netted news 
space in — too. 





Melba, Rialto (downtown) and Vil- 
lage, Varsity, Lakewood, Melrose, 
Dal-Sec, White, Forest, Fair, Lawn 
and Bison, nabes. 





MAISIE’S STAG PREVIEW 

Oklahoma City, July 18, 
‘Maisie’ (M-G) was plugged by 
Pat Patchen of Siandard Theatres 
here with a special ‘stag’ preview 
the night before the film opened at 
the Criterion. Stag was widely ad- 
vertised and invited men to come 
in shirt-sleeves with cigars and ‘en- 

joy themselves, 

Free beer was on hand for the full 


[house that attended. 


| Giltham Sets Studio 
Exploitation Men To 
Handle House Preems 


Instead of installing special exploi- 
tation men in the various distribu. 
tion districts, or assign men from the 
home office on various topflight pic. 
tures, which is the prevailing policy 
of other companies, Paramount will 
assign men from the studio as field 
ballyhoo-artists for all parts of the 
country and Canada. 

Four publicity men now on the 
Hollywood studio payroll who are to 
lay out their own campaigns on 
1939-40 pictures, cond then go out into 
the territory to execute them, will 
probably be increased to six or more, 
according to Robert M. Gillham. 

Under the Par policy the men will 
not stick to any one zone on ex- 
ploitational work but switch around 
on different pictures. Gillham’s 
thought is that men assigned out of 
the studio are better equipped to lay 
out the best campaigns due to their 
intimacy with production, stories and 
players, 


GOLDHAMMER’S RKO 
FILM SALES DRIVE 


The stunt of putting on film drives 
in honor of film biggies on the sales 
end, is now being carried down into 
the field. Russell Egner, former 
Minneapolis film salesman recently 
promoted to head the RKO exchange 
at Omaha, is starting an apprecia- 
tion drive Aug. 1 in his territory as 
a tribute to L. E. ‘Nicky’ Gold- 
hammer, 

Goldhammer, formerly Egner’s 
boss as branch manager at Mpls, is 
now district manager of four ex- 
changes, including the Omaha office. 


San Diego Vies With 
Holly’d Usherettes 


San Diego, July 18. 

San Diego still insists it possesses 
the most beautiful usherettes in 
California—and to prove it the San 
Diego Sun matched four of ‘em 
against Hollywood’s favorite gla- 
mour gals, Press photogs were as- 
signed to shoot portraits of four 
aisle-guides picked at random from 
Fox houses. Shots were _inter- 
spersed with pix of Claire Trevor, 
Myrna Loy, Marlene Dietrich and 
Ann Shirley and run in six col lay- 
out. 

Fans were asked to guess which 
were Hollywood and which were lo- 
cal beauties. Verdict was you 
couldn’t tell the diff, 


Local Booster Stuff 


Greenville, S. C., July 18. 

Dick Lashley, Carolina theatre, hit 
on click idea to keep his three 
Wilby-Kincey houses in local spot- 
light. Local papers run names of 
newcomers to Greenville, and Lash- 
ley has woman contact them and 
present them with passes to his the- 
atre, 

He then escorts them to local radio 
Station where new Greenvillians are 
interviewed by staff announcer with 
plenty plugs for Rivoli, Carolina and 
Center, 

















‘Local Girl’ Gag 
New Orleans, July 18. 
Mary Healy, local girl who plays 
second lead in ‘Second Fiddle,’ came 
home last week to attend Southern 
premiere of pic and to make per- 
sonal appearance at Saenger theatre. 
Theatre officials staged a ‘Hollywood 
premiere’ with searchlights. 
Miss Healy will remain here two 
weeks visiting family before return- 
ing to Coast for new assignment. 


MURDOCK’S PARTY 

Camden, N. J., July 18. 
Joe Murdock last week combined 
the celebration of his birthday with 
a neat exploitation stunt for the 

Stanley theatre, which he manages. 
He gave a party for 5,000 people 
on City Hall plaza, including an 
open-air showing of ‘Only Angels 
Have Wings.’ Two vets’ bands sup- 
plied music for the shindig, which 
also included a swing-singing con- 
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Cins Mout {60g yon 
Weak $4599 Andy Hardy’ Tonics L.A. Acers With 


‘Tarzan’ 
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and concerts on 


$18,000 in Philly; Influx of New ome, PS ey Snappy 296; Town,’ Rochester On 


Philadelphia, July 18, 
With more first-runs in town than 
at any time this summer and clear 


Key City Grosses 





| Plenty folks away from main Stems, 
with usual seasonal languor also 
holding down grosses. Weak product 


———————— | mountain overlooking city js = 


| is not helping to overcome these ob- 


Stage, 206, Naughty’ 166, Career’ N¢ 








d comparatively cool weather pre- ; | stables, 
vaities, Philly grosses have taken a Estimateg Total Gross | Not likely to be any gross as high | 
small hop this week. Aggregate is This Week....... $1,207,500 | as $6,000 currently, with ‘Second Fid. Broadwa Grosses bs Los Angeles, July 18, 
down somewhat from [fast week, (Based on 26 Cities, 154 thea. | dle,’ at Palace, and ‘Girls Go to Paris,’| y They've thrown away the crying 
however, because of two whit | tres, chiefly first runs, including | at Loew’s, getting the cream, such | ete towels at Loew’s State and Grau- 
holdovers, They are ‘Chips,’ which . ¥.) | as it is, Estimated Total Gre man a, Chinese where ‘Andy Hardy 
rinds t the conclusion o its _ —- 7 us td To IT OSS ets Spring Fever’ is riving to big 
ser be at the Bord tonight| Total Gross Same Week Estimates for This Week This Week........ $222,000 | $29 200 week, biggest tak» known 
ae day), and ‘Daughters Cour. lh ee $1,058,500 | Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55 )— | (Based on 11 theatres) here in past’ six months. Several 
ek nt whi ; (Based on 24 Cities, 141 theatro« ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th), Pacing for | "pi tteaioey ° | Other bright Spots in town, notably 
ageous,, which moves out of the is, theatres) eC Total Gross Same Week SI ' 
tanle Thursday (20) night at the | =—— Possible $5,500, good enough. Last Last ¥ $226,200 | the Par which after setting new 
Stanley ( week, ‘Man About Town’ (Par), fair | as wrap Thee 26,2 lh : soe os eke at le 
completion of a double Stanza. Both - Ouse record las; week witk 
flicks are doing okay currently, 


$5,000. 
Unusual for this time of the year, BUFF JITTERY: Capitel (CT) —— 
4 ! nd one continued. } ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Could Happen to | 
with one deluxer a = ? ? You’ (U). Weak $4.000 in sight. Last | & ? 
‘ week, ‘Five Came Back’ (RKO) and | 
p ARIS’ SNUG 6G ‘Girl Mexico’ (RKO), Poor $4,000. | 


run house closed, is the presence of | 


six first-runs in town, four of them 
in their first week. Large quantity 
of initialers is due to the new 
Warner circuit policy of Squeezing 
as lenghthy a hwo. aS possible out of 
everything. Result has been that 


‘Girls Go Paris’ 





Buffalo July 18, 
tance, while the Subsequent runs Quick temperat 
have been left Basping for films. | 


; : | Last w » ‘Mai 
endeavor to get some of the piled | ing Brosses up and down Sharply | Ch week, “Mi 
up product on its way to the nabes. j and making downtown 


Leew’s (CT) 


bait which may land good enough | 
| $5,500. Last week, ‘Clouds Europe’ | 
the regular first-runs- have had ; (Col), disappointed at $5,000, 


| Princess (CT) (2,300: 25-34-50 )— 
ure changes, from | ‘Blackwell’ (WB) and ‘Gracie Allen’s 
Current plethora at first-runs is an | ot to cool ang vice versa, are send. | Case’ (Par), Sighting $3,000, Bood. 


wee | ~hinatown’ (Par), fair $2,700, 
box Offices | Orpheum (Ind) (1,000; 25-40-59) | Zan’ and ‘Clouds Over Europe’ taking | Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 


ser on stage. copping better than 


een 


(Based on 10 theatres) | Ky 
$39,000, is headed for a brisk $20,- 


| 000 stanza With ‘Man About Town’ 
and Eddie (Rochester ) Anderson (in 
the picture) also heading Stage 
show. 


Estimates for This Week 


] | Chinese ‘Grauman-F-WC) (2,994. 
‘ | 30-40-55-75 )—‘Hardy Spring Fever’ 
2 | (M-G) and ‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G) 

é 
PA ee 


dual. For first time since resuming 

| Straight sound policy, boulevard 

| house is Clicking, neat $13,700 in 

Boston. July 18, | Sight days. Last week, ‘Stronger 

Biz here is senerally quiet. Than Desire’ (M-G) and ‘They Come 
‘Second Fiddle’ jc first, with ‘Tar- | Out’ (M-G), very weak $6,500. 


(2,700; 25-45-55 )— 





(2,800: 30-40-60 )— | 
(Col). Fair summer | 





sie’ (M-G) and ‘King | 


okay for the houses they are in buf |dittery, Just how picture houses here | ‘Ex-Champ’ (U) and ‘Family Next second and third money this week | 65 )—‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WR) and 


Sesion denser ‘Borrowed Teetts a flock of beaches, night baseball | week. ‘Captive 
the normally second-run Karlton is | (the loca} team is near the league! wk) and ‘Moto 





a g00d example. It’s well above the top) and civic stadium concerts and | Cinema de Paris (France-Film ) 
recent average of the house with | Vents, is the current mystery—angq | (600; 25-50 )—'Femme du Boulanger’ 
far. (Sth wk). May 


continued runs, but under half of |"° answer so 
€ven a n.s.h. figure at the Boyd or}, Century, where Shea terminates its | $900 last week. 
Stanley. fase and vacates July 28 is Way | 

Estimates for This Week UP creditably, Figures elsewhere are | 
ae (3d weaks ee?) — only about even with, or under Jast week, ‘I 
tonight (Tuesday) at the completion — i , 
of three stanzas with a neat record simates for This Week 
for sustained strength, Collecting| Buffalo (Shea) (3,500: 30-35-55) — | 





$12,000 on this turn after $15,800 last ‘Fiddle’ (20th). May better $12,000, | ° 55) May About Toe Bar} ona 
week and $20,000 on the tee-off, | fair. Last week, ‘Daughters Courag- | ite 0 | 


‘Hardy’s Spring Fever’ (M-G) in to- eous’ (WB), slim $10,000. 
morrow (Wed.), Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35) | 


expect to keep in the running against} Door’ (U). Maybe $1,500, poor. Last 


Estimates for This Week | ‘Naughty But Nice’ (WB) dual. 
of Nazi’ (Indie) (2q Boston (RKO) (3.200: 20-30-40) — | Hitting moderate pace and should 
(20th), poor $1,000. ‘Girl Gambler’ (RKO} aan “Tida) | finish with okay $8,500. Last week, 
Wave’ (Rep) (both Ist run). dual, | pavtain way set at onan Who 
four days: and ‘Washington Square’ | a ‘ v : Saeeana ca es 

&ross $700 after fair (20th) and ‘Inspector Hornleigh'| Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900: 40-55) 


(20th) (both 2d run), double, three | Chips’ (M-G) (10th week). Now 


| st -Film) (2,300: 20- days, Aiming for ale $5,000. Last | in final four days for what looks 
down. Lafayette duals are holding 34)—De Bett eee Film Tar do r 

Dadas.’ Poor $2,200 in sight. ‘Last 
a Marseillaise’ and ‘Ameri- 
| Can Bar,’ poor $2,400, 


week, ‘Inside Information’ (U) and | like another okay $1,600. Ninth 
| ‘Panama Lady’ (RKO) (both Ist} week fel] slightly off, but Satis- 
run), dual, four days, and ‘Angels | factory at $4,100. 

| Wings’ (Col) and ‘Blind Alley’ (Col) | Holly wood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
i 

| 


(both 2d run). dual, three days, | 65)—‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB) and 
$5,000. 


‘Naughty Nice’ (WB) dual. Around 
$8,000, fair. Last week, ‘Fury’ (UA) 
and ‘Man Who Dared’ (WB), Okay 
‘Grand Jury’ (Par) (both 2nd run). | $8,000. 


N.s.h. $4,000. Last week, Naughty | Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280: 25-30-25- 





Nice’ (WB) and ‘Man Dared’ (WB), | 49)_* yen’ (Par) « 
«Eatle (WB) (2,758; 26-32-42) _ ‘All Come Out’ (M-G) and ‘Heritage > Crpte 9 | dual, $4,000. | “Ten _ “RG dont and 
Saint in London’ (RKO), Weakest | of Desert’ (Par). Stumbling along | ® Keith Memoria] (RKO) (2,907: 25- | vaudeville. Back to normal pace for 
of the newcomers with only $5,700 | to Poor $3,500. Last week, ‘Grand | V é eVey, Ime 35-40-55 )I—‘Clouds Europe’ (Col) and about $7,500, not hot. Last week, 


for this big house. Last week, ‘Hell's Jury Secrets’ (Par) and ‘Unmarried’ | 
Kitchen (WB), not bad $6,800. (Par), dismal $3,000. 
_.fox (WB) (2,423; 32-37-42-57-68 )_ Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 30-50) | 
Girls Go Paris’ (Col) with Bert | —‘Stolen Life’ (Par) and “Million | 
Lahr and Hildegarde on the stage. | Dollar Legs’ (Par). Under last stanza 
Showing a bit of Strength in com-/ but fair enough $6,000. Last week, 
o ; ’ ” ) SSz | 
not profitable at $18,000 Last week, sane? Fime" “(M-G en 


‘Sun Sets’ (U) ‘anj : ; oe 
band, pallid $17,000. C!¥de McCoy Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35) Mag- 





Looks under 


orrowed Time’ (M-G). Unusual to come up to 


(20th) (2q run), cold $3,500. 


Palace (WB) (1,100; 26-42 )—‘Cant. Holiday’ (Col). ems set to nab drawing, with 


ury’ (UA) (3@’ m1 ), better than snug $6,000. Last week, | crowds to Parkway Field, Various ? 
$4,500. Last week Angele are ‘Code Streets’ (U) ‘and ‘Zero Hour’ | added stunts, such as a fireworks dis- 40-55)—'Man About Town’ (Par) and remodeling. Last 
i ‘ (Play Tuesday (18) night and other Grand Jury (Par). So-so $6,000 ury Secrets’ with Kay Kyser ork 
is ip stunts, are making | Promised. Last week. Naughty Nice On stage. Terrific $39,013, beating 


Wings’ (Co1) (2d run), tepid at} (Rep), over $5,000, okay. 
Similar figure. 






is no big advantage here, for $5,000 
is only SO0-so, St week, ‘Stronger 
Sire’ (M-G), also a first-run, was 


a had booking for the house and Holdovers at two of three biggest | Estimates 


Palace of ‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) and de-/| (Par), oke $ 
but of ‘They All Come Out’ (M-G) town week. 


With heat wave cracking records | at Capitol tied for second. | Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-22)— 
Estimates for This Week | ‘Union (Penke’ (Par) and fie One | inte ad Slee teade 3 clinging 
i ( 3,434: -35-40- | tucky’ (Par). acing for fair 600, ain-stem m trade is : 

ee Come ont i, 2 “oe | which igs slightly above last week's | close to last week's biz for okay mid- 


ng ‘em away from swimming pools | 66 ° 
being tet - Vacash lam is also vaude. Britton Band heading com- | medium $1,400 


° $14,000. Last week, ‘Five Came D 
Back’ (RKO) and ‘Career’ (RKO), 
0C | dual, $12,500, pows 
Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- | 
a 


Louisville, July 18. | week, ‘Daughters Courageous’ | 
: : | Films this week are most all of the | and ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB), pallid bad $5,000 
Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-49.57)__ niScent Praud’ (Par) and Nancy | top notch calibre, but biz just failing | $13,000, . 

‘ ae : (WB). 0 é $5.000, | expectations all along | Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- | —‘Man About 
for this house to have a first run: | Gull. Last we k, Susannah (20th ) j the line. Weather is ideal, and even. | 99 )—'Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Stronger | 

$5,000 okay for the house, but not and ‘Moto (20th ), tepid $5,000. ings cool enough to turn patrons | Desire (M-G). In the $13,000 groove, 

for the film. Last week, ‘Susannah’| Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300: 25-35) | cinemaward, but results at the b.o. | fair. Last week, ‘Chips’ (M-G) and record, house came st 

0 Girls Go Paris’ (Col) and ‘Crime | are stil] sluggish. Night baseball is| Parents Trial’ (Col) (2q wk.), dandy rently and is headed for big $20,000 


° Rialto. Plenty of names and a 800d | — Naughty Nice’ (WB) and ‘Susan-’ 
Sour $12,000 mn Wash: press should spell bumper takings,| nah’ (20th) (both 2nd run). Seedy 
5) 9 | but for one reason or another results be Foon and Urs piabpr 
? t t expected, : 
okomo Sweet $7,000 | ‘Daughters Conn, 35 the } Mary | (Par) (both 3d run), $3,000, O58) 
| Anderson, is clicking for nice returns| State (Loew ) (3,600; 25-35-40-55 )— 
sinnshaibenes 


’ 20 a solo, and ‘On Borrowed Time’ is 
Washington, July 18, holding up pretty good. 


houses, and floppo at the other, is; Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) | $19 000. 
this wing he coin pretty evenly | ie ome fae Ching 4-G)| pandas 
this week and for first time in ears and ‘Paren rial’ (Col), i as | 

top individual gross will be Rte aes a little left on Moveover from Loew’s | ‘BORROWED TIME’ GOOD 
$14,000. “Daughters Courageous’ State, although outlook on mild side, | 

(WB) is holding slight lead in’ sec- | probably $1,400. Las an | 

ond week at Earle, with holdover at | About Town’ (Par) and ‘Drummond 





Forgotten Woman’ {U).  So-so ‘Panama Patrol’ (GN) and ‘Two-a- 


ay’ on Stage, $8,500, about what 
expected, 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-40-55 )— 

I ‘ td | ‘Career’ (RKO) and ‘Ex-Champ’ 

40-55 )—'Second Fiddle’ (20th) and | () dual. Another disappointing 


‘Could Happen’ (20th). Taking top | week in sight with Poor $3,600. 
| Money in town, around $18,500. Last | Last week. ‘Clouds Europe’ (Co}) 


(WB) | and ‘Forgotten Woman’ (U), very 





Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-40-55) 
Town’ (Par) and stage 
| Show headlining Eddie (Rechester) 
| Anderson. After setting new house 


the Colonels ulling | $12,000. Stanza, insurin holdover, after 
7 + Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35. which house folds for several weeks 


the bulbs potent op-| (WB) and ‘Man Who Dared’ (WB) | former record held by Mae West on 


° ‘ ’ i (both Ist run), $6,000, poor. ’ d i rson by near] m 
Posish to the film houses, Screen and in person by nea y $5, 
on Or ch- Come Out ‘Second Fiddle’ js dualed at the/ Scollay (M&P) (2.538: 25-35-40-50) 000. 


RKO (2,872: 30-40-55 )—'Career 
(RKO) and ‘Ex-Champ’ (yu) dual. 
Dual combination means little at 









(Col) and ‘Forgotten Woman’ (U), 
brutal $4,500. 

State (Loew-Fox ) (2,414; 30-40-55. 
75)—'Hardy Spring Fever’ (M-G) 
and ‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G) dual. _ Best 


‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Stronger De- 





for This Week — week, ‘Chips’ (M-G) and ‘Par- 





t week, ‘M 


on second down- 


$4,800 IN OK CINCY 


Cincinnati, July 18, rible $800 lowest in months. Last 


week, ‘Susannah’ (20th) and ‘Gor- 
illa’ (20th ), very good $3,100, 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-40-55) 


tabbed by ‘Bell’ summer returns, —‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G ) and ‘Come 











’ : ‘Nazi , Collecting heaviest Sugar currently | Out’ (M-G) dual. Prett dismal at 
Varsity has turned to duals, and po Sg) woe ‘won't ton ~~ "hook ‘ae co 100; 15-| 1s “Second Fiddle,’ which is me er | $2,700. Last week. ‘Susannah’ (20th) 
the Lincoln has Zone back to them $12,000. Last week, ‘ tronger De. 30-40 \—'Borrowed Time’ (M.G) and|1ng the Palace’s highest take for and ‘Gorilla’ (20th), no bargain at 
“r @ week's solo, sire’ (M-G), brutal $11 900 Bridal Suite’ (M-G). Lionel Barry” adults ‘for «g,ibee h of Heine, few | $3,400, 
Estimates for This Week Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— | more pic tated tops by reviewers. If -_ 2 i. aoe My Bn. ie enniees 
Colonial tlawin eole Monroe) | ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) (2d ‘run). Back | pace -holds, should account for | ties pcs & : 


(750; 10-15)—‘Outlaw’s Paradise’ (In- downtown after poor stanza at/healthy $6 


, 


. . 7 ; : ‘ “nol ed Time,’ and Lyric has a fair 
‘tr, 204 ‘Life Party? (RKO), split| Palace. Will see fair $3,800. Last/ered. Last week. ‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) | T0wed 1 J 
With “Arizona Legion’ (RKO) and week, ‘Invitation Happiness’ (Par) | and ‘Parents Tria)’ (Col), rosy $8,000. | pull on Stronger Than Desire. 
) 


mashing Rackets’ (RKO So-so | (2d run), passable $3,500. 


‘Blonde Cheat’ (RKO) and! . k) 
Stunt Pilot’ (Mono), fair $800. vaude (2d wee 


everything consid. | Keith’s is doing swell with ‘On Bor- good $5,500. Last week, ‘Invitation 


Happiness’ (Par) (2d run), one day, 
and - ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) (2d run), six 





is week svells finale for the old 


$7 Last week, ‘Cali te’ (Rep) | ane, Anderson ae (1,000; | Grand Opera House, burg’s oldest | 44ys, sorry $2,300 
e » Lauente’ ep Earle (WB) (2,216: 25-35-40-66 )— | 9-30-40) — ‘Daughters ourageous’ | ¢, _— . 
wile Danger Patrol (RKO), split | ‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) and! (WB). Only single in town and looks | playing Pictures for “2e€ past six (Pant ig RKO, ae pga 
- Entire bill, in- |to smack through for profitable | years. Building is to be razed and| ‘Par), 6,000 Enemies “7? Sepe- 
cluding sock ice revue on stage, held | showing, Probably $4,500, with h.o. replaced 


rmer legit theatre, which has been Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25 )— Girt 


by a modern cinema and | Tate. Summer Par $1,700. Same last 


20-25) —teg yt C-Caoper) (1,600; 10-| second week and will lead ‘town indicated. Last ‘week. ‘Hell's Kit-) store building, work to start imme.| week with ‘Lady Vanishes’ (GB), 


appen to You 
(20th) and ‘Boy Friend’ (20th), split 
With ‘Thanks for Memory’ (Par). On 


with $13,000, good. Last week, Same | chen’ (WB), not 
combo got $18,300, mild. 





“y days, $3 200, good. Last week | __Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55) — | Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15-| icy of third and fourth weeks on con. | 


. Ki , : , well, | Clouds Europe’ (Co}). Critics went | 30-40)—‘Fiddle’ 
$27og. dare (M-G), did very well, | to town and got this one Surprisingly | (20th ). Plenty 


Nebraska ‘LTC-Cooper ) (1,236; 10- | 


able to better $2,700, | diately. During progress of job, the | ‘Blind Alley’ (Co}), ‘Inside Informa- 


: - : = ’ | tion’ (U), singly. 
| Lyric will take over the Grand’s pol. | Grand (RKO) (1,140: 25-40)—‘Girls 


' 
‘ >| enefere ~r Go Paris’ (Co}). Transferred from 
wae — moe ms first-run transfers from major | Palace for second week. Fats $2,300, 


| . | ‘ i s” (} is . 
satisfactory $7,600. Last week, | exploitation, and upped newspaper! RKO Shubert, dark for two| Last week. Chips’ (M-G) (3d run) 


; ’ + ; : ; d . ‘ith | (4th wk), slow $2,000. 
25-40)—‘Second Fiddle’ (20th). Looks | Career a lasted five days fo; lineage. _ Currently pacing the town) months, reopens August 4 with | 
we 


700." Last 


Stuart s - 49-/| komo’ (WB). Usual second-run spot | (U) and ‘Asked 
25-35)—“Milin, “Dollar. 1.20; 10; | kom this kind of first-runner and /some arty biz 
and “March of Time.’ Only $1,800 bad| will see big $7,000. Last week, | $4,000. 
on : 


‘ floppo $3,000, |and aiming at $7,000> Z00d, but away | straight film until fore part of Sep- | ‘Bo 
ek, ‘Man About | ‘ p+ 5 A b hen it starts reguls raud- 
Town’ i 900 | Met (WB) (1,600: 25-40) — ‘Ko. under hopes. Last week, ‘Mikado’| tem er. when it starts regular V 4 

ters eice $3,900. for It’ (U), attracted | film policy. . 


Keith’s “‘Libson ) (1,500: 35-42)— 
rrowed Time’ (M-G), Very good 
000. Last week, ‘Maisie’ (M-G) 
(2d wk), all right $3,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1.400; 35-42) 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42 )— ‘sy. ‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G). Fair $3.000. 


but Windup near | Estimates for This Week 


ve days. Last week, et Juarez’ (WB) (24 run ’, took solid Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 15- | sannah’ (20th). Poor $7,000. Last Last week, ‘Human Bondage’ (RKO) 


(M-G) fair $3,100. 


900 in second week of return 30-40 \—Unexpecteg Father’ (U) and week, ‘Man About Town’ (Par) held and ‘Lost Squadron’ (RKO) (reis- 

Varsity ‘NTI-Noble) (1,100; 10-20- | downtown. | ‘Inside Information’ (U). This brace! brisk opening pace through last half | sues), good $4.000. . 
25 —'Zenobia’ (UA) and ‘Man To! Palace (Loew) (2,242: 35-55 )—Mr. Of so-so pics finding the Boing tough. and hit a smash $16,000. Palace (RKO) (2,600: 35-42 )— ‘Sec. 
smember’ (RKO). Looks poor at/ Chips’ (M-G) (24 week ). Sticking | Aiming at $2,700, low Last week, Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— ond Fiddle’ (20th }. Big $13,000. Last 


OU. Last week, ‘ * (RKO), | with strong $12,000. Last week same ‘Grand Jury Secrets’ (Par) and ‘Heri. ‘Man About Town’ (Par). Moveover week, ‘Girls Go Par 
000, Career pic led town with great $20,000. ‘tage Desert’ (Par), so-so $2,800. ifrom Albee for second week, Very 





is’ (Col), all right 
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Murray-‘Saint Happy 318,000 


In Frisco; Mask Solid $12,000 





Clipped Commish 
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months and $49 thereafter until 








San Francisco, July 18. 

The Golden Gate is in the profit | 
column again this week with Ken 
Murray and the ‘Hawaiian Follies’ 
on the stage and ‘The Saint in Lon- 
don’ and of March of Time on the 
screen. Name attractions on the 
stage are the thing at the Gate these | 
days. As a matter of fact, it was 
the success of Kay Kyser at this 
house that prompted the Golden} 
Gate Exposition to grab itself some | 
names in an attempt to bolster the, 
gate at the Island. 

Kyser is currently at the Music | 
Hau at the tair, which also is using 
Benny Goodman for tree concerts in 
the out-of-doors. 

United Artists is shooting the 
works in mammoth display ads in 
the dailies on ‘Man in the Iron 
Mask,’ which is being ballyhooed as 
the first of the biggies for the new 
season. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox-F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—'Second 
Fiddle’ (20th) and ‘Hotel Imperial’ 
(Par). Combo of MHenie-Power- 
Vallee sufficient to propel ‘Fiddle’ 
into money class. May reach pretty 
good $18,000. Last week (2d), ‘Man 
About Town’ (Par) and ‘Grand 
Jury Secrets’ (Par), $9,000, fair. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—‘Saint London’ (RKO) with Ken 
Murray and ‘Hawaiian Follies’ unit 
on stage. Although current bill will 
be considerably under _ previous 
weeks’ takes with Kay Kyser and 
Artie Shaw, no complaints are being 
registered at $18,000. Show opened 
on Tuesday (11) and is being held for 
eight days. Last week, ‘Girl Gam- 
bler’ (RKO) and Artie Shaw on the 
stage got big $22,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-35-40) 
—Unexpected Father’ (U) and 
‘Woman is Judge’ (Col). Drop in 
prices from 55 to 40c. at Fox-West 
Coast houses made too much of a 
dent at the Orpheum, which this 
week joins the F-WC first-runs in 
putting into affect a summer price 
scale of 30c. till 1; 35c. until 5, after 
which all seats are 40c. Expects 
around $8,000 on nine days. Last week 
(5 days), ‘Blind Alley’ (Col) and 
‘Forgotten Woman’ (U), $4,300, fair. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-40) 





> 


Trial’ (WB). Extra publicity helping 
Last week, second 
stanza of ‘Man About Town’ (Par) 
with new second feature, ‘Back Door 
Ended weakly 

after smash 


to $8,000, nice. 


Heaven’ (Par), dual. 
for $6,000, ordinary, 
$9,500 for ‘Town’ first week. 


Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
—‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) and ‘Gorilla’ 
‘90th. Aiming at $9,000, fairish. Last} 
week, ‘Susannah’ (20th) and ‘Women | 


Wind’ (WB) dual, $8,500, n.s.h. 


Town “<(Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
‘Tidal 
Wave’ (Rep) and ‘Mickey Kid’ (Rep), 
split with ‘Down 


(Rep) 
\avOp/, 


—Mountain Rhythm’ 


first-run tripler, 


given rating of reader. Contracr 
calls for 40-hour week, with straight 
time up to 44 hours, and time and 
half after that. 
Okay Writer Withdrawal 

Members of newly organized 
Radio Writers Guild have received 
permission to withdraw from Los 
Angeles Chapter of American Fed- 
eration Radio Artists. Approval was 
given Forrest Barnes, RWG prexy, 
| by Mrs. Emily Holt, national execu- 
tive secretary of AFRA. 

Standing Committee has handed 
down a decision that contract giv- 
ing the SAG jurisdiction over pro- 





i il’ (Mon), ‘Tit of | : rel , 
ey CaN), first-runs and ‘Pardon |duction within 300-mile radius of 
Nerve’ (20th), tripler. Looks like | Hollywood means air miles and not 


(Mon), first-run, ‘Bell’ 


average. 


PITT ON UPBEAT 
TOWN NICE 
$12,000 


Pittsburgh, July 18. 








Biz is on the uptake again after a_| permitting call by Paramount. 
couple of slow sessions and hopes for | 
general and more consistent im- 
provement look brighter than they |tract with 


$1,700, good. Last week, ‘Southward 
Ho’ (Rep), ‘Made Spy’ (RKO) and 
Whispering Enemies’ (Col), first-run 
tripler, split with ‘Across Plains 
(20th) and 
‘With Murder’ (FN), tripler, $1,600, 


road mileage. Decision knocks out 
Sonora and Santa Cruz, two of most 
favorite spots used by studios for 
location work. Sonora is 356 miles 
from Hollywood by road, but only 
296 miles by air. 

Decision is retroactive and means 
that Warners will be hit for approxi- 
mately $4,000 in pay for standby ex- 
tras for location shots in ‘Dodge City’ 


9 | where natives were employed. Metro 


will be nicked between $8,000 and 
$10,000 for ‘Stand Up and Fight,’ 
much of which was shot at Santa 
Cruz. 

Eddie Aqulina has been suspended 
indefinitely by SAG for refusing to 
divulge the name of a casting direc- 
tor whom he claimed threatened to 
blacklist him because the Guild had 
tried to collect a full check for ex- 
tras on cancellation of a weather 
Ex- 
tra was given the right to apply for 
reinstatement within 90 days. 

Refusal of Republi¢ to sign a con- 
the Screen Directors 





have been in some time. Pretty good | Guild has been appealed to Herbert 


index is solidity of trade in the nabes | 
and it, too, has demonstrated a recent | Industries. 
tendency to stick around a fairly | their protest was first knowledge he 


profitable level. 


About Town’ and 


‘Ex-Champ’_ get 





—‘Man About Town’ (Par) and 
‘Grand Jury Secrets’ (Par). Sur- 
prise floppo of previous bill at Para- 
mount only reason for shift of this 
pair, which did mildish biz at Fox 
last week. Will do well to get 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Borrowed Time’ 
(M-G) and ‘Moto’ (20th), way below 
exvectations at $9,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-40) 
—Mr. Chips’ (M-G) (4th wk.). 
Still going strongly and will do 
around $8,000. Last week, $8,500, 
very good. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-65)—‘Iron Mask’ (UA). Looks set 
for a hefty run with gate for initial 
week in the nabe of $13,000. United 
Artists is the only theatre on Market 
Street running single bills and 
charging higher prices. Last week 
(5 days), voor $4.000 on two reissues. 
ra Born’ (UA) and ‘Hurricane’ 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 30-40)— 
*Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB) and ‘Million 
Dollar Legs’ (Par) (2d-final week). 
On hold-over slender $6,000 after 
satisfactory $12,000 first seven days. 


Omaha Plenty Hot, But 
‘Daughters’ Good 66; 
Parks Draw Top B.0. 


Omaha, July 18. 

Famous Nebraska summer heat is 
earning its reputation this week. 
Mercury has shot into the 100-plus 
area, with a reverse action on b.o. 
grosses. Parks and open-air spots 
are the major draw. 
- ‘Daughters Courageous’, at the 
Brandeis, is the town’s bright spot. 
Manager Eddie Forester garnered 
some extra publicity for ‘Invitation 
to Happiness’ at the Omaha, with.a 
tie to the local daily’s fresh air fund. 


Estimates for This Week 


Avenue-Dundee-Military (Gold- 
berg) (800-600-950; 10-25)—‘Hardys 
High’ (M-G) and ‘Champ’ (M-G) 
(reissues), dual, split with ‘Climbing 
High’ (20th). first-run, ‘Cafe Society’ 
(Par) and ‘One Third Nation’ (Par), 
tripler. Headed for $1,900, swe?l. 
Last week, ‘Bell’ (20th) and ‘With 
Murder’ (FN) dual, split with ‘Lone 
Wolf Spy Hunt’ (Col), ‘Sweepstakes 
Winner’ (FN) and ‘Ambush’ (Par), 
trivler. $1,700, good. . 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40) — ‘Daughters Courageous’ 
(FN) and ‘Code Secret Service’ (FN). 
Should get good $6,500 and second 
stanza. Last week, ‘Career’ (RKO) 








and ‘Girl and Gambler’ (RKO), 
, nice. 
ee wa (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— 


‘ Invitation Happiness’ (Par) and ‘On 





moved 


Penn and Stanley running about 
neck-and-neck this week with ‘Man 
‘On Borrowed 
Time’ respectively. At Alvin, Conn- 
Bettina fight pictures are helping 
satisfactory four 
days, while ‘Daughters Courageous,’ 


| J. Yates, prexy of Consolidated Film 
Executive wired SDG 


had of any difference between studio 
and the Guild and would give the 
matter his immediate attention. Re- 
public is expected to bow in this 
week, as SDG could easily instruct 
members not to accept any assign- 
ments at the studio. 

Studio Utility Employees Local 724 





to Warner after finishing|has withdrawn its complaint filed 


strong at Stanley, is doing nicely,| with the National Labor Relations 


too. 


Downtown is expected to get back 
to regular first-run status in another 
few weeks, with Fulton scheduled to 
reopen first of month after six-week 
shutdown, Art Cinema returing to 
foreign clicks after summer policy 

and Senator 
in for minor 


of twin-bill reissues, 
contemplating going 
vaude with first-run indie product. 


Estimates for This Week 


‘Ex-Champ’ 
fight pix. 





‘Charlie Chan’ 


, 


-——‘Man About Town’ (Par). 
been accustomed to 


Waukegan premiere, 
flock of home-town scribes. 


of $10,000, all right. 
Senator 
‘Happy Landing’ (20th) and 


(Par) and ‘Holiday’ (Col). 


$900 and can _ thank 


h.o. 


aged to slip out with fair $9,000. 
Warner (WB) 


‘Daughters Courageous’ 





enn, 


Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 

(U) and Conn-Bettina 
Latter booked in at last 
minute, due to fact that winner of 
light heavyweight championship is 
a Pittsburgher, and replaced ‘Jones 
Family’ (20th), which was to have 
been dualed. No doubt about fight 
film being a help and in four days 
should snare around $3,500, not bad. 
(20th) and ‘Parents 
Trial’ (Col) opens tomorrow (19) for 
three days only, preceding ‘Unex- 
pected Father’ (U) on Saturday. Last 
week, ‘Girls Go Paris’ (Col), just fair 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3.300; 25-35-50) 
Benny 
flicker doing better than house has 
in last few 
weeks, cashing in nicely on reams of 
publicity in local sheets following 
which drew 
Looks 
headed for around $12,500, not bad at 
all and in light of past grosses here 
of late almost extra-good. Last week, 
‘Maisie’ (M-G), pulled up just short 


(Harris) (1.750; 15-25)— 
‘Am 
Law’ (Col), splitting with ‘Spawn’ 
Pretty 
droopy, house having just about ex- 
hausted the smash reissues and now 
getting into the moderate hit pix. 
Current four will be lucky to collect 
just-started 
weekly amateur night for lot of that. 
Last week, ‘Ice Follies’ (M-G) and 
‘Plainsman’ (Par), split with ‘Test 


Pilot?’ (M-G) and ‘Joy Living’ 
(RKO), $800, ‘n.g. 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60)— 


‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G). Raves with- 
out exception for this one and on 
top of sleek campaign, which kept 
far away from death angle, heading 
house for pretty close to $13,000. 
That’s plenty good and may result in 
Last week, ‘Daughters Coura- 
geous’ (WB) finished nicely and man- 


(2,000; 25-35-50 )— 
(WB). 
Moved here after Stanley week be- 
cause of strong wind-up. Looks like 
around $4,000 here, not bad. Last 
week, ‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) got $4,700, 
ood, after two previous sessions at 


|Board charging 16 film companies 
with unfair labor practice. Move 
precedes opening of negotiations 
with producers, with SUE already in 
agreement with the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, and scheduled to enter the 
Studio Basic Agreement when the 
next conference opens. 
Hike Membership Fees 

American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists has tilted its membership dues, 
fee being doubled in lower earning 
brackets. New rates are $24 year 
for members earning up to $2,000 
year; $36 for those earning between 
$2,000 and $5,000; $48 for earnings 
between $5,000 and $10,000; $60 for 
earnings between $10,000 and $20,- 
000; $72 for earnings between $20,000 
and $50,000, and $100 for earnings 
above $50,000. New rates are effec- 
tive at once. Members affiliated with 
other organizations chartered by As- 
sociated Actors & Artistes of Amer- 
ica will continue to receive discount 
of 50% in initiation and dues. 

Screen Publicists Guild and pro- 
ducers huddle again t#is week in an 
effort to reach an agreement cover- 
ing wages and working conditions 
for flacks. Publicists nixed offer of 
minimum of $90 week for senior 
writers when studios refused to give 
them severance pay, vacations with 
pay and only a 70% Guild shop. 


PROV. COOLS, BIZ UP; 
‘TIME’ CLOCKS $9,500 


Providence, July 18. 

Heatwave avatement has made 
things a bit pleasanter by bolstering 
a tottering boxoffice. ‘On Borrowed 
Time,’ at State, heads the list, with 
‘Second Fiddle,’ at Majestic, and 
‘Good Girls Go to Paris,’ at Strand, 
fighting it out for second place. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) and ‘Five 
Came Back’ (RKO) (2nd run). Fair 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Kokomo’ (WB) 
and ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB) (2d run), 
$2.500, fair. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) and ‘Mr. 
Moto’ (20th). Promises nice $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB) and 
‘Naughty Nice’ (WB), fair $6,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50) — 
‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G) and ‘All 
Come Out’ (M-G). Paced for nice 
$9,500. Last week, ‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) 














Vaudflm Revival Giving Mpls. New 
Worry; Daughters’ Bright $10,000 





and ‘Five Came Back’ (RKO), strong 
$14,500. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Good Girls’ (Col) and ‘Romance 
Redwoods’ (Col) Dancing along to 
nice $7,500. Last week, ‘Man About 
Town’ (Par) and ‘Unmarried’ (Par), 
Okay $7,000. 


K.C. BLISTERING: 
TIME NICE 116 


Kansas City, July 18. 

Primary interest of natives is the 
heat, with temperature apparently a 
permanent fixture at 100 and over. 
Sending first rate biz to pools and 
resorts and placing premium on air- 
conditioned establishments. 

Midland, with its large capacity, is 
the current leader. ‘On Borrowed 
Time’ holding up well. Film is show- 
ing itself above average, though not 
in the smash class. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40 )—‘Sec- 
ond Fiddle’ (20th), solo in both 
houses. Looks cinch for two-week 
run. Combo likely to add up around 
$9,500, with edge to Esquire. Last 
week, ‘Career’ (RKO) in_ both 
houses, slow $5,700, though bolstered 
by Donald Duck screen revue. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
— ‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G) and 
‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G). Will bring 
in around $11,000, nice. Last week, 
‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) and ‘Parents 
Trial’ (Col), with all emphasis on 
Donat film, got $14,000, big. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40)——‘Man About Town’ (Par) 
(2d wk.). Doing nicely at $6,500, 
after $11,000 opening week of eight 
days. Moves out for ‘Daughters 
Courageous’ tomorrow (Wednesday). 


‘Hardy Fever’ High 
$6,000 in Portland 


Portland, Ore., July 18. 

It takes strong product to rate a 
third week at the big Hamrick- 
Evergreen Paramount, but ‘Man 
About Town’ is proving a winner. 
Also holding this week is ‘On Bor- 
rowed Time,’ which moved to the 
Mayfair from the UA. 

Hamrick-Evergreen’s Orpheum re- 
vived ‘Of Human Bondage’ and get- 
ting some extra biz on that former 
Bette Davis epic. 

Estimates for This. Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and ‘Big 
Town Czar’ (U). A natural winner 
and over the top for big $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Prison Bars’ (UA) and ‘Mar- 
ried Cop’ (Rep), failed to register 
and pulled after four days for poor 














Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) 
(1,500; 30-35-40)—‘Borrowed Time’ 
(M-G) and ‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G). 
Moved from the UA and better than 
average for this house around $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Kokomo’ (FN) and ‘Old 
Dark House’ (U) (reissue), with 
Louis-Galento fight pic, second 
week, okay $2,300. 

Orpheum = (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 30-35-40)—‘Of Human Bon- 
dage’ (RKO) and ‘Could Happen 
Here’ (20th). Revival of the Bette 
Davis pic clicking for some extra 
biz at the b.o. Good $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Naughty Nice’ (WB) and 
‘Charlie Chan’ (20th), average $4,300. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40)—‘Man About Town’ 
(Par) and ‘Chasing Danger’ (20th) 
(3d week). Still okay at $3,500. Sec- 
ond week strong $4,400. First week, 
with ‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par), 
big $6,800. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40) — ‘Daughters Courageous’ 
(WB) and ‘House of Fear’ (WB). 
Good enough $4,000. Last week, 
‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G)_ and 
‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G) held up 
strong for $4,500 and moved to the 
Mayfair. 


‘Paris -Vaude Medium 
$9,000 in Denver 


Denver, July 18. 

‘Andy Hardy Gets Spring Fever’ 
and ‘Panama Lady’ running strong 
at Orpheum with four days on cur- 
rent week. ‘Man About Town’ is 
turning in one of Dest second weeks 
Denham has ever had, while other 
houses average. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—‘The 











Minneapolis, July 18, 

It’s clear sailing currently for two 
loop offerings—‘Goodby Mr. Chips’ 
and ‘Daughters Courageous’. De. 
pressed conditions aren't preventing 
them from thriving. On the other 
hand, ‘Captain Fury’ and ‘Sorority 
House,’ the other pair of important 
downtown first-runs, find the going 
plenty tough. 

The toast of the town, ‘Mr. Chips,’ 
is in its second week at the State, 
with prospects that it will move over 
to the Century for an extension of its 
first-run. A four-week engagement 
is not at all unlikely. 

‘Daughters Courageous’ went into 
the Orpheum in mid-week, when 
‘Career’ bowed out after only four 
days. It’s set for at least 11 days 
and will wind up nicely in the black, 

The 4,000-seat Minnesota reopens 
with vaudfilm with a_ kleiglight 
premiere Friday night (21), spelling 
additional loop opposition and giving 
an already down-in-the-mouth bunch 
something more to worry about. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Big Town Czar’ (U) and ‘House 
Fear’ (U), dual first-runs. In for five 
days and should cop fair $1,200. Last 
week, ‘Grand Jury Secrets’ (Par) and 
‘Chan in Reno’ (20th), dual first-runs, 
plus Louis-Galento fight pictures (2d 
run), $1,800, good. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25-35- 
40)—‘Captain Fury’ (UA). Well- 
enough liked picture, but not show- 
ing much box office strenecth. Will 
be lucky to top mild $3,000. Last 
yeen, ‘Girls Go Paris’ (Col), $4,500, 
air. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998: 25)— 
‘Sorority House’ (RKO). Only $2,600 
poor, in sight. Last week, ‘Conquest’ 
(Rep) $4,000, good. 

Granada (Par) 
gels Wings’ (Col). 


(900; 25-35) —‘An- 
First nabe show- 


ing. Pointed toward good $2,400, 
Last week, ‘Hardy’s’ (M-G), $2,600, 
good. 


Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 25- 
35-40) ‘Daughters Courageous’ (FN), 
Heaps of praise showered on this 
one. Cast names also an asset. Like- 
ly-to top fine $10.000 in 11 days. Last 
week, ‘Career’ (RKO), $1,800 in four 
days, very poor. 

State (Par-Singer) 2,300; 25-35-40) 
—Mr Chips’ (M-G) (2d wk). Raves 
by critics and customers, word-of- 
mouth boosting helping to good $6,- 
400. First week, $11,400, fine. 

Time (Gilman) (290; 25-35)—‘Eagle 
and Hawk’ (Par) (reissue). Best 
draw house has had in a number of 
weeks, good exploitation helping. 
Profitable $900 in prospect. Last 
week, ‘Dark Rapture’ (U) (2d wk), 
$600, light. 


0. C. HAS B. 0. BLUES; 
‘JUAREZ’ WEAK $3,200 


Oklahoma City July 18. 

Business continues’ so-so al 
around, with general patronage 
locally dropping during last six 
weeks. Nothing much in sight this 
week, after only fair last week, 

Estimates for This Week 

Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40) 
—‘Maisie’ (M-G). Probable $4,000, 
good. Last week, ‘Man Abou. Town 
(Par), nice $4,200. 

Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 15-20-25)— 
‘Tell No Tales’ (M-G) and ‘Man Who 
Dared’ (FN). So-so $1,700. Last 
week, ‘Kokomo’ (FN) and ‘House 
Fear’ (U), good $2,200. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Juarez’ (WB). So-so $3,200. Last 
week, ‘Susannah’ (20th), poor $1,900. 
Plaza (Stan) (750; 25-35-40)—‘Man 
About Town’ (Par). Moved from 
Criterion; fair $900. I ast week, ‘In- 
vitation Happiness’ (Par) $900. 
State (Noble) (1,100; 15-20-25)— 
‘Lady and Mob’ (Col) and ‘North of 
Yukon’ (Col). Good $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Missing Daughters’ (Col) and 
‘Trapped in Sky’ (Col), good $2,200. 
Tower (Stan) (1,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Naughty Nice’ (WB). Good $2,100. 
Last week, ‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G), move- 
over from Criterion, good $2,300. 











wk). Nice $6,500. Last week big 


$11,500. 

Der .. » *) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Giris Go Pa is’ (Col) and stage 
sh ~. Avera.e $9,000. Last week, 
‘Susannah’ (20th) and stage show, 
average $9,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Mr. Chips’ (M-G) and ‘Career 
(RKO) (2d wk-3 days), split with 
‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and ‘Panama 
Lady’ (Col), four days. Fine $11,- 
400. Last week, ‘Chips’ (M-G) and 
‘Fixer Dugan’ (RKO) did well above 
average with $12,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Boy Friend’ (20th) and ‘Charlie 
Chan’ (20th). Fair $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Ex-Champ’ (U) and ‘House 
of Fear’ (U), $3,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40,—‘Mr. 
Lincoln’ (20th) after a week each at 





Mikado’ (U), after a week at the! 
Orpheum. Fair $3,000. Last week | 
‘Mr. Lincoln’ (20th), after a week at, 
the Denver, good $3,500 


the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘They 
Asked for It’ (U). Fair $1,700. Last 
week, ‘East Side Heaven’ (U), after 
week each at the Denver and 


\ a 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35-| Aladdin, and ‘Big Town Czar’ (U), 
40)—‘Man About Town’ (Par) (2d' moderately good $2,000. 
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New Coin and Exchange Restrictions 
Make It Tough for Acts Playing N. Z. 





Wellington, N. Z., June 27. | 
Government now only permits $20 | 


to be sent out of this country per 
money-order, with the new ruling 


expected to hit players coming here | 


from Australia and U. S. 


It is presumed, however, that the 
Government will agree to coin be- 
ing taken out of the country in due 
course by U. S. performers. Also 
understood that distrib interests will 
be taken care of under certain ar- 
rangements with officials, 


Learned, however, that U. S. per- 
formers decline to accept bookings 
in N. Z. unless it is clearly stated 
in contracts that no loss will be suf- 
fered on the exchange rate. It is 
known that ANZT had to make spe- 
cial application to have the earn- 
ings grossed by ‘Women’ transferred 
to Australia. Government granted 
application after several weeks’ de- 
lay. 

Richard Crooks arrived here from 
a N. Z. tour reporting that he had 
only brought $1 out of the Do- 
minion. Crooks stated that he had 
paid his income tax to the authori- 
ties, but had left his earnings 
there which he-would collect later. 

Vienna Boys’ Choir also arrived 
from N. Z. Manager stated that 
since currency export had been re- 
stricted five applications had been 
made. to the authorities for coin 
transfer. Four of such applications 
had been granted, and the fifth was 
expected to be okayed later. 

Learned that vaude performers 
here for Tivoli are not keen to play 
N. Z. Last troupe was sent there 
by Frank Neil some months ago, 
headed by Will Mahoney. Under- 
stood that chain will lay off the 
territory until the currency ques- 
tion eases. 


U. S. DISTRIBS STILL 
HOLD OFF IN SPAIN 


Extens‘ve distribution by American 
eompanies in Spain still remains in 
doubt while German and _ Italian 
film company representatives are 
checking on the situation. If Franco's 
government in Spain decides to join 
the Rome-Berlin axis, chances are 
that U.S. picture companies may be 
confronted with such stiff regula- 
tions they may quit this field en- 
tirely. 

Consequently, American distribu- 
tors are distributing on much the 
same scale as before peace was de- 
clared in the Spanish civil war until 
they can determine what move to 
make. 

The film exchange which Para- 
mount opened at Murcia during the 
Spanish civil war, because of the 
close proximity of battle lines to 
Valencia, will be kept open, accord- 
ing to latest word received at the 
home office from Fred Lange, Par’s 
European manager. The exchange 
Was in so-called rebel territory dur- 
ing the warfare because it was im- 
possible to maintain regular ship- 
ments to Valencia, in loyalist terri- 
tory. 

Because of long distances in that 
Particular region between ex- 
changes, Paramount will continue 
Operatin= out of Murcia. Antonio 
Ruz is in charge of the exchange. 











FLYING FILMERS 


Chatin Comes in via Clipper; Dietz 
Gees Out 








First member of the film industry 
to land in U. S. via a Clipper plane 
was Louis Chatain, member of the 
directorate for Metro-Goldwyn of 


+ 








‘DAUGHTER’ BRODIES 





Legit Version Has No B.O. in! 
Australia 
Sydney, July 18. 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ is 


proving a terrific legit floppo for 
Williamson-Tait in Melbourne. 

Pauline Lord, who had a lead, has 
been released and returns to New 
York. Ian Keith is remaining to ap- 
pear in other shows W-T will pro- 
duce. 


MAJORS OPPOSE 
HOLDING OUT 
IN JAPAN 





Threatened cessation of film serv- 
ice to first-run theatres in Japan by 
American distributors, recently pro- 
posed by the American film board 
of trade in Tokyo, has been averted. 
Drastic step was recommended by 
distributor representatives in Japan 
over failure of the Japanese Govern- 
ment to make good $15,000 still due 
U. S. companies on the $30,000 print 
agreement which the Government 
signed last year. 

Opposition by the foreign depart- 
ments of Paramount and several 
other companies to complete aliena- 
tion of all business relations with 
Japan served to put a halt to the 
proposed move. Since action could 
have been taken only by unanimous 
consent of all distribs, film servicing 
will continue. 

Paramount claims that it is doing 
the biggest business with Japan in 
its history, the 1938 take running 
close to $750,000. Since deciding 
against withholding distribution of 
unplayed product held in ware- 
houses in Japan, it has been able to 
get an additional $1,000 due as its 
share of the $15,000. 


U WILL DISTRIBUTE 
ABC PIX DOWN UNDER 


Sydney, July 18. 

Universal has set a deal*to distrib- 
ute all product of John Maxwell's 
Associated British Co. in Australia. 
It formerly was handled by British 
Empire Films. Contract, which is 
for a term of years, includes ‘The 
Beachcomber.’ 

Paramount still holds distribution 
rights on ‘Beachcomber,’ however, 
for North, Central and South Ameri- 
ean territory. 


Seidelman Due Back 
From Europe This W’k 


J. H. Seidelman, Universal v.p. in 
charge of sales, is due back in New 
York from Europe this week. He 
sailed from England July 15 has 
been gone about two months. Sei- 
delman attended the General Film 
Distributors’ convention in London. 

J. Cheever Cowdin, U chairman, 
is not due back in U. S. until later. 


Fuller Ganders B’way 


John Fuller, owner of the St. 
James theatre buiilding, Sydney, ar- 




















France. He landed in New York last | rived in New York last week for a 


Wednesday (12). Chatain is an air- | 


minded picture executive, being a 


three-week visit. He's 
Broadway, the Fair and looking over 
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1.5, FILMS FEEL 
NAZ| PUTSCHES 


Decline Also Surprisingly a | 

vealed in Great Britain, | 
Adding to Loss of Czech) 
Market—Constantly| 
Growing Audiences in | 
Other Territories for| 


American Films, However | 


_——— 


| 
S. A. OVERSOLD | 
| 





Revenue from the foreign field for 
| American major distributing com-| 
panies currently is running about| 
9%%% behind what it was a year ago, | 
check this week with picture com- | 
panies in N. Y. discloses. 

Resume of foreign gross income | 
shows three principal disaffections. | 
One, of course, is central Europe, | 
where new Nazi domination has'| 
eliminated all revenue excepting for | 
three of four companies. The other | 
is Italy, which was abandoned by all 
U. S. majors the first of this year 
as a distribution outlet. 

Third territory showing a decline, 





seeing- 


‘ain, where the average American 

companies previously obtained about 
|46% of their total foreign revenue. 
War scares, lack of product suitable 
for distribution in Great Britain and 
the expense of making quota pro- 
ductions in England undoubtedly all 
have contributed to the decline. Now 
estimated that grosses from Great 
Britain are down 5 to 7%. 

Loss of the Italian market cut into 
the foreign total about 2.5%, while 
the loss of markets in several central 
‘European nations to a majority of 
| Araerican companies represents a 
total loss of about 2%. This tekes in 
Czecho-Slovakia (about 142%) and 
other nations dominated by Nazis, 
around % of 1%. 

Growth in S. A. 

Deluxe cinemas and development 
of steady theatregoers is proving a 
vital factor in South America, Brit- 
ish dominions and several other ter- 





reveuled there is a constantly grow- 
ing audience for U. S. films in South 
Africa, Australia and numerous 
other countries. In many respects, 
this growth of foreign audiences is 
compared by company officials with 
the rapid growth of pic.ure house 
audiences in the U. S. Marked in- 
crease in patronage to picture houses 
in this country extended from about 
1919 to 1929. 


has managed to stave off constantly 


ferent foreign nations. 

Hullabaloo over South America as 
virgin territory now is bemoaned | 
generally by foreign departments, 
because it pointed to product possi-, 
bilities that did not exist. U. S. com- 
panies for the most part have been 


and distributor representatives have 


obtained from these countries all the 
, business that was available. 


Liebskind Better 


Nat Liebskind, who was operated 








moted to RKO _ supervisor for 
ered sufficiently to resume h.o. hud- 
dles. 


Liebskind sails for South America 
Aug. 4. 





Lapiniere Looking In 


Elias Lapiniere, head of Metro's 





surprisingly enough, is Great Brit-| 


ritories, such as South Africa. Check | 


New modern-equipped theatres in| 
foreign lands, many financed by! keeping just now. Obviously the 
Loew's, 20th-Fox and Paramount, | French festivai for selecting top pic- 
have played an iniportant role in| tures of the year is a direct blow to 
building up patronage. This and the) Italian prestige and makes 
enterprise of foreign departments! 


increasing obstacles set up by dif- | 


j atin-America now for 10 years - 
a he marie now £ 7 | turning sour on German and French 


' films and demand a return of Ameri- 


on in N. Y. shortly after he was pro- | 


Brazil, Chile and Peru, has recov-| 


— 


Some Exhibs Score CEA Confabs As 
Futile; Too Much Carousing Charged 





Possible Kick-Back 





Except for the serious aspects 
of such bally for the Latin- 
American countries as territory 
for develupment by U. S. dis- 
tributors, foreign d partment of- 
ficials in N. Y. are having a 
private chuckle over the fuss 
made about Central end South 
America. One this week asserted 
that it would require an expedi- 
tion to get into any region not 
now reached by American films. 

Bad part about stressing the 
Latin-Americas is that this mag- 
nifying of a situa ion which does 
not exist is likel: to drum up 
adverse film legislation. Some | 
already is threatened in several 
countries of South America. 


YANK FILM COS. 
STAND PAT 
ON ITALY 


Although several minor features | 
and some independent products from | 
American companies still are being | 
| distributed in Italy, the major com- | 
panies have not retreated from their | 


original attitude of staying out of | 

















| Il Duce’s domain until the present | 


| government film monopoly setup is 
| changed. Several pictures were 
caught in customs in Rome last De- 
|cember just before the deadline, 
| which saw the government agency 
taking over all distribution in Italy 
the first of this year. None was re- 
garded as anything but the weak- 
est product; otherwise, it would have 
been safeguarded by U. S. companies. 

Only ray of hope presently in Italy 
for American distributors is that the- 
atre patrons there are beginning to 
ask questions and wonder why they 
are not able to see ace U. S. films, 
Another thorn in the sides of the 
Italian government is that their pet 
picture-picking festival at Venice 
this year will have a rival film ex- 
position at Cannes, France, in Sep- 
tember. With England and the U. S. 
ducking the Italian show for France, 
those in the picture business in Italy 
are beginning to wonder if a few 
goodwill gestures might not be in 








; 





the 


Venice show of secondary import- | 
ance. 





Wallis’ Italo Findings 
Hollywood, July 18. 
Italy is coming back to Hollywood 
for its film fare, in the opinion of 
al B. Wallis, Warners executive 
producer, who recently returned 
from a two-month tour of Europe. 
Italian audiences, he declared, are 


ean pictures. 
While in Sweden, Wallis arranged 
to send a unit to Stockholm to coop- 


| erate with the Swedish government 


| in filming the life of Alfred Bernard 
| Nobel, sponsor of peace prizes. 


London, July 11. 

Back from their annual gabfest ina 
Blackpool, U. K., exhibs are begin- 
ning to ask themselves if it were not 
time the convention plan was 
dropped. Prominent members of 
Cinematograph Exhibitors Ass’n are 
likely to voice the suggestion the 


yearly meet be reshaped, or 


scrapped, at one of its 
body’s meetings. 
too much time is 
getting 
issues. 
Point stressed in some quarters is 
that on no more than perhaps two 
occasions has the annual confab re- 


executive 
Criticism is that 
wasted without 
anywhere on _ important 


| sulted in something from which ex- 


hibs have benefitted and the last 
time was back in 1934. This year im- 
portant subjects in the discussion in- 
cluded bank nights and similar evils, 
television, producer-exhibitor rela- 
tions, training of projectionists and 
theatre licensing, and of these only 
tné minor issue of booth apprentice- 
ships drew any concrete action. 
General feeling of those present was 
that no value would attach to filing 
resolutions on the other major sub- 
jects, more so because the officers 
deliberately discourage any rank and 
file lead that might challenge their 
slant on trade problems. 

What was aimed to be a highlight 
of the convention—an open discus- 
sion on exhibitor problems, led off 
by a general survey from a leading 
theatre man—fizzled out as it has 
done in previous years into empty 
air-beatirg on the issue of film rent- 
als or into weary wailings that 
C. E. A. can get no place on account 
of lack of unity among the indies. 
This meeting entirely missed an op- 
portunity to frame an opinion favor- 
ing maintenance of friendly rela- 
tions with the distribs, following the 
close contact established over the 
film tax talks, which would have 
given a starting point for new nego- 
tiations. Such negotiations are, in- 
deed, due to happen, but the con- 
ference gets no medals for an out- 
come due entirely to the good sense 
of Dave Griffiths and Teddy Hinge, 
respective prexies of Kinematograph 
Renters Society and C. E. A. 

Even during the meetings, some 
members, notably past prexy Charlie 
Metcalfe, protested that there was 
too little work and too much play. 
How much latter element predom- 
inated is expressed by three golf 
tourneys, three receptions and four 
balls, a banquet, a luncheon and a 
one-day excursion, all of which were 
part of the program. 

Already plans are being laid for 
next year’s get-together to be held 
in Bournemouth. When this comes 
up for ratification it is expected to 
be the signal for the critics to speak 
their mind about the whole setup. 


SAM MORRIS SAILS 
FOR S. A. JULY 28 


Sam E. Morris, Warner Bros. vice- 
president in charge of foreign affairs, 
has decided to sail for South Amer- 
ica July 28. He will hold sales con- 
ventions in Rio de Janeiro and 
Buenos Aires. He plans to meet 
South American distribution man- 








‘agers on all matters pertaining to 


operations in Latin-American terri- 
tory. 
Morris will outline campaigns to 


| be used in this territory on ‘Each 





_  ZUKOR-HICKS DRIVE 





Par Staging Sales Campaign on 


Their Aussie O. O. 





Paramount organization in Aus- 


itralia is staging a sales campaign 
known as Adolph Zukor-John W. 
Hicks Celebration month starting 


July 29 when Hicks and Zukor ar-) 


member of the Early Birds, associa-| the NBC and CBS headquarters. It’s | continental publicity forces, is in rive in Sydney. The foreign sales 
tion of aviators who took to the air | his first trip to New York since 1928.; New York for a short visit and, chief joined Zukor in Honolulu and 


before 1914. 


Howard Dietz, Metro advertising-| Ben Fuller, he will leave for the | 


Brother and former partner of Sir 


_huddles at the home office. | both shoved off from there July 12. 


He came in from Europe early last 


It is the first visit back to Aus- 


Publicity chief, hopped off in ano-|Coast about the end of the month week, taking in several confabs at tralia by Hicks since he was general 
ther Clipper ship the same day,/and sail Aug. 12 from San Fran-| the Hays office in an ex-officio ca-| manager there for Paramount a, 
pacity. ‘number of years ago. 


eastbound. 


icisco for home. 


| Child Is Born,’ 
| cuss possibility of getting extension 
‘of playing time on ‘Confessions of a 


Dawn I Die,’ ‘The Old Maid’ and ‘A 
He also will dis- 


Nazi Spy’ and ‘Juarez.’ 
Morris will confer with Max Mil- 


‘der, managing director of Warner 


Bros. in England, in New York be- 
fore leaving on his trip. Milder eame 
in Monday (17) from London. 

Milder disclaimed any knowledge 
of a reorganization of the English 
and continental sales org’ izations re- 
ported under way, and refused to 
commit himself on whether his visit 
had anything to do with a proposed 
new setup in England to be headed 
by Robert Schless. 
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abiding at the last minute. This last 
switch enables him to escape pun- 
ishment and, finally, freedom, when 
Raft, mortally wounde?, wrings a 
confession from the prisoner who 
framed him. : 

Cagney fans will be pleasantly 
surprised at his restrained, skillful 
performance. He has a couple of 
/scenes inside prison, especially that 
fone after he is removed from soli- 
tary (‘the hole’), which possibly sur- 


The Magnificent Fraud 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Paramount release of Harlan Thompson 
roduction. Features Akim Tamiroff, Lloyd 
Nolan, Mary Boland, Patricia Morison, 
Ralph Forbes. Directed by Robert Florey. 
Screenplay by Gilbert Gabriel and Walter 
Ferris; based on story by Charlies G. Booth; 
camera, Willinm Mellor; editor, James 
Smith; asst. director, Stanley Golismith. 
Previewed at Westwood Village, July 12, 
*39. Running time, 74 MINS, 

Jules LaCroix ’ 





President Alvarado§ *"""**** Abin Tamwer pass anything he’s done on the 
UN. WTO ss kos ved cas ca bbe Lloyd Nolan! sereen. Raft is a plausible, gripping 
Mme. Geraldine Genet... 


-....Mary Boland | ynderworld big-timer. He rates the 









Claire Hi. seg ti esestes: ele tot _— | co-starring classification accorded. 
CRM; ac beenesaues Pf: 5: Stefi Duna | George Bancroft wrestles success- 
PORNO a. caekadscasesesereres Ernest Cossart| fully with his role of warden, 
ee ee although the writers haven’t helped. 
+ ea Hernanidez........ Ri seh ig oo iFirst he is depicted as a kindly 
MMUMO sik cencckcskcal Hébert “Middlemaes | guardian of prisoners; then he’s 
_, RE Seer erie Ht Abner Biberman|shown as tolerating overbearing, 
iG: (EEO bs caesudeea sess Donald Gatlaber! cruel methods of guards, with an 

lapparent unsympathetic attitude 

This is a dull and uninteresting | towards the prisoners. 


John Wray, 


pot pourri of political intrigue | cast as the meanest guard of the lot, 
in a mythical South American | does a swell job of super-villainy. 

y : = we" Jane Bryan makes much of_her 
country. Story never jells suf-| romance interest whil. Emmr Dunn 


ficiently to hold interest, and picture 
has further handicap of mediocre 
direction. “The Magnificent Fraud,’| several laughs with his. stumbling 


lacking marquee strength, will drop | speech and dumb methods. Stanley 
into the secondary dual brackes as | Ridges, Victor Jory, Edvard Pawley, 
a filler underlining a strong offering. | Willard Robertson, Joe Downing and 

Story has what appears to be a| Paul Hurst stack up strongest in the 
good premise in switching a dra-| support. 
matic character actor to impersonate, Dialog is trim and typical, being 
the bombed dictator of the couniry|a lot better than wh t the three 
until a large American loan can be|scripters have made of Jerome Od- 
completed. Akim Tamiroff is re-|lum’s_ plot. Norman Reilly Raine 
alistic as the dictator and mas-|and Warren Duff were originally as- 
querading actor, but is ‘handicapped | signed to adapt the yarn, with 
by stilted direction that fails to| Charles Perry apparently an added 
press the utmost out of the role and entry. Indicates story trouble. David 
apparent possibilities. Inducted into| Lewis has accorded the picture 
the post of dictator, the actor basks | Painstaking production. Arthur 
in the spotlight of his greatest role— | Edeson does a crack job with oc 
carrying through with a deliberate |C@™mera, especially the ae 
hamfat performance that could have sequences. ear. 
been humorously amplified under 
more competent handling. 

Lloyd Nolan, a smart guy from 
Chicago who knows all the racket 
angles, is prime mover in the switch 
in order to get his mitts on part of 


is gripping as Raft’s mother. Maxie 
Rosenbloom, not given much onpor- 
tunity for his clowning, manages 


Indianapolis Speedway 


Warner Bros. production ani release. 
Features Ann Sheridan, Pat O'Brien, John 





Payne, Gale Page, Frank McHugh, Di- 
the loan. His sudden bleaching out | rected by Lloyd Bacon. Screenplay, Sig 
to lily-white purity generates no | Hrzis and Wally Klein; based on story by 


Howard Hawks; film editor, William Holmes 
camera, Sid Hickox. At Sirand, N.Y., 
week July 14, ’39, Running time, 82 MINS. 
FOO Gree cc ceccccccccccccececs Pat O'Brien 
Frankie Merrick. -Ann Sheridan 
E.\ldie Greer,.....-. ...-John Payne 


whitewash for the character, And 
his whirlwind ‘on the make’ with 
socialite Patricia Morison is ludi- 
crous, and insufficient to provide in- 
terest on the romantic side. 

















r OT : ° P TOO MASON. 5 orca cccsccceceeccoess Cale Page 
Nothing distinctive to lift the pic- | Spud Connors.. .. .-Frank McHugh 
ture above a mediocre entertain- | Martha Connors., . Grace Stafford 
r o| Mr. Greer........ --Granville Bates 
ment level. Cast struggles hard t rs | Pe rreer Tere. eeerccceccees John Ridgeley 
make something of the piece, but) nia Wiitur. Regis Toomey 
fails to get above the level of the | Red... oo... cece ee eee John Harron 
ic direction. Duncan Martin....e0---- William Davidson 
static TOM DUSAN,. ccccdeccccetsccese Ed MeWade 
Pre TAGE i cccccsctccccts ce Irving Brcon 
Haskill’s BOM .rccccccccceccces Tommy Bupp 
EACH DAWN I DIE Edward Hart....eeess-- Robert Middlemass 
PAF OE sv vicdc cccccsogecicvess Charles Halton 
Warner Bros. release ot a National 

production; David Lewis, associate pro- 

ducer. Stars James Cagney and George This is a remake of a James Cag- 


Raft; features 
Bancroft. 


Jane Bryan 
Directed by William Keichley. 


and George 


j;ney feature, :The Crowd Roars’ 








M Va | . . j 
Screenplay by Norman Reilly Raine, War-| (WB), back in 1932, and contains 


ren Duff and Charles Perry from novel by | 
Jerome Odlum: editor. Thomas Richards; 


just about every cliche such type 
asst. director, Frank Heath; tectinical ad- | 









visor, William Buckley; camera, Arthur melodrama can have. It will find 
Ejleson. | Previewed in Projection Room, | its chief market in the final situa- 
ae July 17, °39. Running time: 9° | tone 
- ° | . 
Frank Ross PITTI TTY coo dames Cagney As per the title, it’s an auto race 
ta Pevecee eoccccccoses ATOOrKe Ire 
| Reena aengieee Seat ceaens Jane Bryan, track yarn, and nearly half the foot- 
John Armstrong....+- «e---George Bancroft : : . 
Soené ede... . rt" *"Sfaxte Rosenbloom | @8¢ is given over to racing scenes 
Mueller eet Stanley ee that are hardly thrilling and mostly 
ATIISI@®. «4 cecveseceseceessessseé f re . : 
Grayce peee ytseseeeasesceseneee Victor Jory boring because of their great length 
ete Kassock..ccccccsecevcccccecs ohn ray sas 4 
DOO. cccccesevecss eccocceses MGward Pawley | and repetitiousness, In plot, besides 
a... . resseseeseeeess Willard By going back to 1932, it’s a rehash of a 
a ate aR ae api ii Paul Hurst| Warner Bros. picture réleased last 
Lassiter. ........ seeeeee-Louis Jean Hevdt| winter, ‘Wings of the Navy.’ In 
tecany Julien...... saves’ od + cqgtee Downing ‘Navy,’ George Brent was the 
AMNIAV. war cccccccs ecccccccces urston : 
Bill Mason......sce eowesle Silliam Davidson | fatherly big brother of John Payne. 
Stacey's Attorney......;..-.; Clay Clement In ‘Indianapolis,’ Pat O’Brien is in 
WARE. wc rcccccccese fees aries rowbrid’e | ; Fy _— oon? 
TOMPG. .cccscccccscvcgersoes Harry Cording , the Brent position. In Navy’ Payne 





= won Brent’s girl, but this is given a 
This is the first on the Warner lot| Slight twist now by having Payne 
for George Raft. He is co-starred | ook up with O'Brien's pet peeve, 
‘a . | Ann Sheridan. 
wita James Cagney, and it is a} The more sedate love interest is 
happy combination, indicating that! provided by Gale Page as the femme 
the chanze of production setting may pee pos. ang v ogeng to eh coens 
neficial’ ‘and settle down to married life. 
+ He ears Beam h Warners and seems she’s tired of hopping all over 
art. ac awn I Die’ should sat-| the country with him and constantly 
isfy Carney boosters, though not geiting fur coats, diamonds and 
giving him as many opportunities to | silver foxes for gifts, rather than a 
shine is it does Raft. But it’s melo- | wedding ring. 
drematic fare which should draw| O’Brien wants Payne to continue 
fairly well on the strength of the in college, but the kid seems to have 
mle stellar names. _ 5; the racing fever. He steps out finally 
Fitting into the string of prison with his brother’s reluctant consent, 
vehicles which, of late, have exposed but the big breach comes when he 
the cruel tactics of the guards, this|also goes wacky for Miss Sheridan, 
latest Werner crimer gains strength who, as Page’s friend, is a very 
throuzh the cycle of events. Story|naughty person in O’Brien’s eyes. 
structure is a bit thin in spots de-| After a ‘night club battle with 
spite the best efforts of William | O’Brien, Payne agrees to ride a rival 
Keighley, who isn’t always ab'e to) auto. O’Brien’s attempt to teach his 
cover up. The loyalty theme and |prother a lesson in this race results 


seeming doubleross motive be-| in the crackup and death of his best 
comes too involved just when the friend, Frank McHugh, and the racer 
plot appears heading for a clever | tarts going to the dogs, For the 
climax. Result is a typical prison finale, though, O’Brien comes back 
break with the bastille gendarmes, | ¢, take his injured kid brother's 
oe ers. namo te | when the state | njace in the Indianapolis classic and 
a eee P : | there’s a happy reunion after he 
Cagney is kept in typical toughie crosses tse line & winner. 
surroundings, framed by unscrupu- As is the story, direction and 
lous politicians because he has un- photography are quite commnenniags 
covered their crooked work for ns | Miss ‘Sheri dan, for instance, is ant 
ay hahaa nates ene wile \flattered by the camera, the angles 
ride that ends with his bein: con- lon her nese being wrong. She's be- 
re i Rg ge ay dl os | ing built up as an ‘oomph’ girl, with 
Fae my ty ho: état ae |the result that the first flash of her 
Embittered by this framing and |< in a eee ee wapee a 
_ —— m. a ~ peneen, age 4 ‘ With ‘the ensention a6 McHugh 
i i oO ’ 
2 gp as ‘ehan he | who does manage to get some laughs, 
helps an underworld big shot (Raft) and who played the same role in the 
Oo ree a ar coer et | rom acrpt treble. Nove of them 
when’ the big-timer thinks a has portrays ee, _— of Se “er 
reporter goes haywire. | nary in characterization. ven the 
me wag By Tb meg n to join the | four different race announcers sound 
powerful jailbreak, but turns law- alike. Scho. 
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Miniature Reviews 


‘The Magnificent Fraud’ (Par). 
Dull drama of political intrigue 
in a South American country. 
No marquee names; filler fod- 
der for duals. 

‘Each Dawn I Die’ (WB). 
James Cagney and George Raft 
prison melodrama _  augurs 
healthy biz in most spots. 

‘Indianapolis Speedway’ (WB). 
Remake of a 1932 Cagney fea- 
ture; 1939 dualer. 

‘Winter Carrival’ (UA), Slick 
production of an undistinguished 
rah-rah yarn about the annual 
Dartmouthwinter sports. 





‘News Is Made At Night’ 
(20th). Above average ‘B’, 
should do all right where 


properly placed. 

‘Blondie Takes a Vacation’ 
(Col). Third in series based on 
cartoon strip. Standard pro- 
grammer for family trade. 

‘I Stole a Million’ (U). George 
Raft in crime thriller neatly 
packaged. Topper for key duals 
at normal b.o. 

‘Unexpected Father’ (U). Baby 
Sandy’s initial starrer show- 
cases moppet cuteness against 
familiar background. Family 
dualer. 

‘Feud of the Range’ (Met). 
Skimpy Bob Steele western, in- 
ferior even for action houses. 

‘Waterfront’ (WB). Fairish 
meller that will do all right as a 
dualer. 

‘Should a Girl Marry?’ (Mono). 
Even this title does not over- 
come this weakie melodrama; 
under half of dualers. 








WINTER CARNIVAL 


United Artists release of Walter Wanger 
production. Features Ann Sheridan, Rich- 
ard Carlton, Directed by Charles F. Ries- 
ner. Story by Budd Schulberg, based on 
Corey Ford’s story; screenplay, Lester Cole, 


Budd Schulberg, Maurice Rapf; musical 
seore and direction, Werner Janssen; cam- 
era, Merritt Gerstad; editor, Dorothy 
Spencer. Reviewed in projection room, 
N. Y., July 17, °39 Running time. 91 
MINS. 

Jill Baxter. ...seeeeeeceeeess Ann Sheridan 
John Weldon...cccseccccces Richard Carlson 


Ann Baxter... 


Mickey Allen....cccccsees----James Corner 


Tiger Reynolds. ..eecceses: Robert Armstrong 
Don Reynolds....secsese+----Alan Baldwin 
BOtRV coc cscccccses Ccccdecocecerd Joan Brodel 
Margie Stafford...........Virginia Gilmore 


Miss Ainsley........ eee. Cecil Cunningham 
Rockey Morgati.....secssssess Robert Allen 
Lucy Morgan.......cecees «+.-Marsha Hunt 
Count Von Lundborg..... eee-Morton Lowry 
LAPTY Grey... cccccccece edeesecod Jimmy Butler 
Male S0l0ISt..-ssessceee eee Kenneth Stevens 
Bartender. .....ccccccoseeses- benny Drohan 
Pullman Porter....ccccccscess Martin Turner 





‘Winter Carnival’ is Walter Wan- 
ger’s handsome production of a 
rather commonplace ra-rah_ story 
about the annual winter sports at 
Dartmouth college. It maintains fair 
interest, chiefly on its background 
values, but isn’t a potent enough hot- 
weather antidote to mop up excep- 
tional business. Lack of potent b.o. 
names is an added drawback. Will 
fare only so-so. 

Although the plot is fairly compli- 
cated, there isn’t much to say about 
it. Principal thread deals with the 
romance of Ann Sheridan, a head- 
lined glamor girl and former carni- 
val queen who’s trying to dodge re- 
porters on her way to Europe after 
divorcing an oily count, and Richard 
Carlson, the unexciting college in- 
structor who’s been in love with her 
since way back when. It’s a pretty 
Hollywoodized narrative, with the 
anticipated fadeout. 

Sub-plots deal with the divorcee’s 
kid sister, Helen Parrish, who is se- 


lected queen of the current carnival 
and seems intent on otherwise fol- 
lowing in her sister’s footsteps. 
There’s also a mild rivalry between 
the college skiing champion, James 
Corner, and a titled European cham- 
pion and parlor Romeo, besides re- 
lated complications about the college 
paper and an unemployed New York 
tabloid reporter. 

As indicated, there’s nothing ex- 
plosive about the story, but some of 
the incidental comedy concerning 
stude romances is mildly amusing 
and many of the carnival scenes 
seem authentic and_ entertaining. 
Latter stuff was actually shot at last 
winter’s Dartmouth carnival, so 
pvlenty of locale atmosphere gets onto 
the screen. Werner Janssen’s musi- 
cal score, much of it sung by a male 
chorus, adds color. 

Ann Sheridan, who’s_ currently 
getting a Warners buildup, has a 
complimentary role as the divorced 
glamor girl. It doesn’t require any 
acting and displays her in a succes- 
sion of becoming situations and 
clothes. She’s an eyeful, all right. 
Richard Carlson, the serious young 
instructor, also has a saunter-through 
part, which he handles easily. 

Helen Parrish is acceptable as the 
younger sister, James Corner is a 


convincing college skier, Robert 
Armstrong adequate as a not-too-re- 
sourceful reporter, and Alan Bald- 
win convincing as his smug son and 
collegiate editor. Marsha Hunt and 
Robert Allen are an attractive young 
married couple, while Joan Brodel 
and Virginia Gilmore are amusing as 
a couple of cute schoolgirls. Charles 
F. Riesner’s direction is unimagina- 
tive. 

Producer-manager and _=e scripters 
Schulberg and Rapf are Dartmouth 
alumni, so the film is quite an alma 
mammy proposition. Hobe. 








Another somewhat fanciful news- 
paper yarn, but a ‘B’ release that 
ought to come in fairly handy at this 
time of the year. Some preity good 
comedy relief helps to raise ‘News 
Is Made at Night’ a bit above the 
run-o’-the-mill, while th2_ story, 
though no wow, is still good enough 
to hold interest all the way. 

Preston Foster and Lynn Bari are 
paired at the top, the former as a 
hard-boiled managing editor, Miss 
Bari as the nervy gal reporter who 
insists on working for Foster even 
if she nearly has to resort to black- 
mail to hold on. All along a ro- 
mance is developing, as anticipated, 
for the finish. 

Efforts of Foster to save from exe- 
cution a man whom he believes in- 
nocent of a gang murder motivates 
the action, with Miss. Bari, largely 
by accident and fictional circum- 
stances, succeeding in aiding him. 
It may be considered a little unlikely 
that a managing ed would person- 
ally devote so much time to repor- 
torial work afield on a murder story, 
but that’s among the things that 
come under the heading of film 
license in this case. 

Both Foster and miss Bari, latter 
an interesting film type, acquit 
themselves creditably. Their per- 
centage as performers would rate 
much higher than the nicture itself. 
Russell Gleason does a nice job as 
the nervous son of a publisher, while 
strong comedy support is lent by 
Eddie Collins and-lessers. Char. 


Blondie Takes a Vacation 
Hollywood, July 15. 


Columbia production and release. Fea- 
tures Penny Singleton, Arthur Lake, Larry 
Simms. Directed by Frank R, Strayer. 
Screenplay by Richard Flournoy, from 
story by Karen DeWolf, Robert Chapin and 
Flournoy, based on comic strip created by 
Chie Young, camera, Henry Freulich; edi- 
tor, Viola Lawrence; asst. director, Abby 
Berlin, Previewed at Hollywood Pantages, 
July 14, ’39. Running time, 68 MINS, 


MOOG, 6 5.0.0:0.065000600068 -»-Penny Singleton 













ee: ere PYYTITTTIT TTT Te: Arthur Lake 
Baby Dumpling eeeee- Larry Simms 
i) @PPPURE TELL eter ee Daisy 
Alvin Fuddle... -Danny Mummert 
Jonathan Gillis.. Siasae Donald Meek 
Harvey Morton..... ° -Donald MacBride 
Matthew Dickerson.. .Thomas W. Ross 
Mrs. Dickerson...... --Elizabeth Dunne 
John Larkin...... «-Robert Wilcox 
Holden...... e --Harlan Briggs 
BOIMGD s 0.6 65.0 0600666066 000505 Irving Bacon 





Third ef the Blondie series takes 
the BumpStead family on a vacation 
trip that allows for some amusing 
episodes. Lightly textured, with ad- 
mixture of hokey and dramatic situ- 
ations, picture proves acceptable 
support for the key duals, and will 
satisfy nicely in the family houses. 


Dagwood, Blondie, Baby Dumpling 
and the pup Daisy shove off for rest 
at a mountain lake. Their vacation 
consists of a series of adventures 
conveniently set up for them to save 
an old couple from losing their en- 
tire savings in the resort hostelry. 
Interspersed is skullduggery by 
Donald McBride, jazzing up of the 
hotel’s air-conditioning system, and 
finally a hotel fire for a climax. 

Story foundation is nothing more 
than a light framework on which to 
build amusing episodes in the Bump- 
stead family life. Main interest is 
generated by individual situations 
and episodes, with the Bumpstead 
quartet all participating in the ele- 
mental laugh-getters—takes and dou- 
ble takes. 

Director Frank Strayer, who 
piloted several of the early Jones 
family series for 20th-Fox, keeps the 
story moving at a zippy pace despite 
the light script material provided. 
Penny Singleton and Arthur Lake 
are okay as the film portrayers of 
Chic Young’s comic strip characters. 
Baby Dumpling (Larry Simms) 
shows improvement over his appear- 
ance in the first two of the series, be- 
ing given more dialog and scenes 
than previously. Donald MacBride 
is menacing as the heavy, while 
Donald Meek adds to the confusion 
as a pyromaniac. 

Produced on moderate budget, pic- 
ture is a standard programmer that 











will carry through nicely in groove 
for which it is intended. 


. 

News Is Made at Night 
20th-Fox release of Edward Kaufman 
production. Features Preston Foster, 
Lynn Bari, Russell Gleason, George Bar- 
bier, Ediie Collins, Minor Watson, Di- 
rected by Alfred Werker. Story and 
adaptation, John Larkin; editor. Nick De 
Maggio; photography, Ernest Palmer, At 
Palace, N Y., dual, week July 12, °39. 
Running time: 72 MINS, 
See ee Preston Foster 
DU: De 264 .4wedteaeae dk Oe Lynn Bari 
Albert Hockman...........Russell Gleason 
CUM MOM. «és. 6 vlaase Bessa de George Barbier 
Billiard.... Serre ry .. Eddie Collins 
Charles Coulton.............Minor Watson 
ener FRINSS. ois ccceces ....Charles Halton 
Inspector Melrose....cccssece- Paul Harvey 
Barney Baseley....ccccccsess Richard Lane 
Rufe Reynolds... ...- Charles Lane 
Kitty Truman... eeetty © mpson | 
WO BANG. anc¥bcecndcassadennaseas Paul Fix} 
Bat Randall. cocsccccccccccss Paul Guilfoyle 


—= 


I STOLE A MILLION 


Hollywood, July 14, 

Universal release of Burt Kel! r 

tion. Stars George Raft and Claire tee ma 
features Dick Foran, Henry Armeita, Vic- 
tor Jory. Directed by Frank Tuttle 
Screenplay by Nathaneal West: original 
story by Lester Cole; camera. Milton Kras— 
ner; editor, Ed Curtiss. Previewed at RKO 
Hillstreet, L.A., July 13, '39. Running time 
78 MINS, , 


Me IN 56 6stn bas bewks based George Raft 
LOUra Benson, occsesceceseces Claire Trevor 
Paul Carver. ..ccos Ceccccccceses Dick Foran 
i SRE rere ree Henry Armetta 
Patton... ccocccccccscccccscseses Victor Jory 
POStOR: «604% Cocccecses $66660503 Joe Sawyer 
PORSTOOR . cdccceese ececcces e+ -Robert Elliott 
Verne Seo dbbb deeb eede bebE0ees Tom Fadden 
Diatrict Attorney. .oocceescced John Hamilton 


Attorney Downs.............Stanley Ridges 


‘I Stole a Million’ is a crime meller 
| With sufficient dramatic content and 
exciting flavor to insure okay biz. 
Title is advantageous for exploita- 
tion purposes, while names of George 
Raft and Claire Trevor are satisfac- 
|tory for the marquee. Picture is a 
|lusty melodrama, with neat inter- 
| weave of romantic interludes and a 
woman’s love and sacrifice for the 
femme appeal. 


Story has been set up for straight 
iline development. Raft’s ambitions 
| innocently enmesh him with the law, 
/From that minor infraction, he be- 
;comes involved in a bank holdup, 
| but tries to go straight when he falls 
in love with Claire Trevor. Finding 
| the law on his trail, and needing a 
| stake for a small town hideaway, he 
knocks over a postoffice. With the 
money, he buys a village garage and 
| settles down happily with Miss Tre- 
vor. With a baby in the offing, the 
law picks up his trail again which 
necessitates a quick disappearance. 
His warped mind sends him through 
a series of holdups and robberies to 
gain enough plunder to provide for 
his wife and baby. But even that, 
he finds, is a mirage, and he prefers 
death from the guns of pursuing of- 
ficers rather than face a prison term, 


There's sufficient action to satisfy 
the most avid thriller audience. In 
contrast is the dovetailing of ro- 
mance and later loyalty of wife for 
the criminal husband. Her attempts 
to steer him straight carries strong 
impress. Script is strongly moti- 
vated, and picture is kept moving at 
steady pace by competent direction. 


Raft fits neatly into the role of the 
taxi driver who is catapulted into 
crime after his initial brush with the 
law. Miss Trevor capably carries 
through as the romantic interest, 
with some fine dramatic passages in 
the second half when she tries to 
persuade Raft to surrender and pay 
his debt to society. Foran is person- 
able as the struggling young attorney 
who loses Miss Trevor to the per- 
sistent Raft, and later stands loyally 
by the pair when Raft goes on a 
holdup rampage. Supporting cast is 
neatly set up with fine selection of 
characters for respective roles, 


Basic plot has served its purpose 
many times before, but fresh inter- 
est has been injected in the unfold- 
ing to make the picture a top A at- 
traction for normal biz. Production 
layout from the technical depart- 
ments is top grade, with camera 
work by Milton Krasner of high 
standard throughout. 


UNEXPECTED: FATHER 


Hollywood, July 12. 


Universal release of Ken Goldsmith pro- 
duction, Stars Baby Sandy. Features 
Shirley Ross, Dennis O'Keefe, Mischa Auer, 
Directed by Charles Lamont. Original 
screenplay by Leonard Spigelgass and 
Charles Grayson; camera, George Robin- 
son; editor, Ted Kent. Previewed at Pan- 













tages, July 11, °39. Running time 
77 MINS, 

LL PST eT eT PCT eee AE Sandy Lee 
Diana Donovan. ..eceee Cevceses Shirley Rosa 
Jimmy Hanley......eseee--Dennis O'Keefe 
Boris Bebenko..ccccccccccecss Mischa Auer 
i Serene 046000008 625946 Joy Hodges 
Sally..... »-Dorothy Arnold 
Kitty. ---Anne Gwynne 
Beulah...... ----Anne Nagel 
Allen Rand.. 











-.-Donald Briggs 
--- Richard Lane 
..-Paul Guilfoyle 








Leo Murphy. 
BtONGs «cc cccoese 


Mrs, Stone..... ecccee 600600660 Mayo Meithot 
Peres: CMOMORS Kccdesidcescsss Jane Darwell 
Magistrate................-Spencer Charters 


Dance Specialty by Ygor and Tanya. 





Universal rushed this one through 
to take advantage of interest gener- 
ated by Baby Sandy’s appearance 
with Bing Crosby in ‘East Side of 
Heaven.’ Picture shows haste- in 
story and script preparation. Yarn 
is composite of familiar situations 
conveniently woven together for fre- 
quent episodes with the moppet. 
Dialog is unpolished, with intended 
comedy lines clicking too  infre- 
quently. Tempo of situations em- 
ployed is bumpy throughout. 

Picture may catch a nominal num- 
ber of lower-bracketed bookings in 
the key duals, and will provide light- 
weight but satisfactory, support in 
the family houses. Turned out as a 
moderate programmer, it amply 
serves purpose for which it was in- 
tended, and will give the studio a 
nice profit on the nominal negative 
investment. 

As in the Crosby feature, studio 
still presents Baby Sandy as a boy 
in ‘Unexpected Father,’ despite mop- 
pet’s feminine gender. Looks like U 
will give baby reverse twist along 
these. lines and wrestle with the 

(Continued on page 18) 
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He’s off again 
on his annual 
hot-weather 








July 21st. “ANDY HARDY GETS SPRING FEVER” 


Eyes of the industry watch with amazement Los Angeles day-and-date engagement topping all previous Hardys? 
Portland equally sensational; Detroit biggest 3 days of this entire season; Denver where 2 days beat 3 days of 
“Pygmalion” and all other Big Ones! Lewis Stone, Mickey Rooney and all the folks in the Lucky Seventh Hardy Hit! 
Sure-fire for extended runs! Watch!. 


July 28th. National Release “GOODBYE MR, CHIPS” 


The delight of the dog days! Keep extra time wide open! 


Aug. 4th. “MIRACLES FOR SALE” 


A sleeper! Watch for it! Robert Young and Florence Rice in thriller! Summer showmanship special! 


Aug. 11th, ROBERT TAYLOR, HEDY LAMARR in 
“LADY OF THE TROPICS” (need we say more!) 


Aug. 18th. “THESE GLAMOUR GIRLS” 


Lew Ayres and a screenful of beauties, including Lana Turner, Anita Louise and others in a sure-fire box-office show! 


—and then on August 25 comes the biggest sensation since “Snow White”: 


“THE WIZARD OF OZ” 


Watch for further announcements about M-G-M’s Technicolor Wonder Show playing hundreds of day-and-date 
engagements simultaneous with giant ad campaign! 







- 45 “Summer! When a feller needs 
“wa friend! There’s always 
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THE FRIENDLY COMPANY!” 
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Milwaukee, July 18. —_ = . | TITLE TYLE Co. TALENT R. T. 
Police Wednesday (12) reported to. pF Ay ASE | Bnd 
George A. Bowman, deputy district —-—— | —--— ee — -—— 
attorney, that two theatres had con- 5 5 39 7/12 | OU TSIDE THESE Ww ALL S M Col D. Costello-M. Whalen 57 
ducted a prize drawing Tuesday 5/3 | LUCKY NIGHT CD M-G M. Loy-R. Taylor-J. Alle: 80 
(11) at which ; temahile was | 5/3 | UNION PACIFIC D Par B, Stanwyck-J. McCrea 136 
Gp orga odllggy crete Tiley | 5/10 | SORORITY HOUSE c | RKO | A. Shirley-J. Ellison a 
on Se Se eee ee | 5/17 | CHASING DANGER CD | 20th | P. Foster-L. Barri-w. Vern: + po 
tery warrants for the managers of 4/19 | CODE OF THE STREETS D U H. Carey-F. Thomas | a 
both houses. Bowman said he would | 5/3 | CONFESSIONS OF NAZI SPY D | WB | E. G. Rebinson-F, Lederer | 103 
submit the evidence to Dist. Atty. — om |} — ——-— —— |} —_— — cmsaned Ce 
Herbert J. Steffes for determina-'|5/12 39 | 4/26 | BLIND ALLEY D Col C. Morris-Bellamy-Dvorak | 68 
tion, but added that he believed the | 5/17 | TELL NO TALES D M-G M. Douglas-L, Pl: tt 68 
ahh snout tiat anak @ vende DOWN WYOMING TRAIL W | Mono | Tex Ritter | 
P is Aiden aces tide Stollen | 5/10 | SOME LIKE IT HOT C | Par | B. Hope-S. Ross-G. Krupa | 63 
before the drawing was held. Steffes THREE TEXAS STEERS w | Rep | Three Mesquiteers | 
is out of town. — 6/7 | PANAMA LADY M | RKO | L, Ball-A, Lane | 64 
‘The supreme court, In its aecision 5 10 ROSE OF WASHINGTON Sq. D 20th T. Power-A. Faye-A. Jolson 90 
banning bank night at theatres, 5/17 TORCHY RUNS FOR MAYOR Cc WB G. Farrell-B. MacLane | 58 
stated that the proper legal remedy | __ . : - . ——_ ——____—— ——_—_—_—_—— | ere 
to thwart lotteries is a court in- 5/19/39 5/17 | IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD CD M-G | ©, Colbert-J. Stewart-Kibbee | 84 
junction restraining such draw-| ~ | 5/24 | WOLF CALL D | Mono | Movita-J. Carroll | 61 
Cees ela eet ee as 5/10 | HOTEL IMPERIAL. D Par I. Miranda-R. Milland | 3g 
ings, Bowman said. -_ a sine 4/12 MAN OF CONQUEST D Rep R. Dix-G. Patrick | 96 
edy should have been sought in this SOUTHWARD, HO! Ww Rep R. Rogers-M. Hart | 
case. 6/21 BOY FRIEND Cc 20th J. Withers-A. Whelan-Hymer | 70 
Theatres named by police as hav- 5/17 EX-CHAMP CD U V. McLaglen-T. Brown-N. Gray | 49 
ing conducted the drawings were 6/14 MISSING DAUGHTERS D Col R. Arlen-M. Marsh-R. Hudson 63 
the Sherman and the State, both Fox 6/28 SWEEPSTAKE’S WINNER Cc WB M. Wilson-J. Davis i; 59 
hone coos. Maenagére Of thé! 1. [OS | |. — | —__—_— nab Oy 
: : ‘ 5/17 ONLY ANGEL S HAVE WINGS D Col J. Arthur-C. Grant 
houses told Bowman that the ‘con- 9, 26/38 5/24 | BRIDAL SUITE CD | M-G | Annabella-R. Young-B. Burke a 
test’ had been announced before the | 5/24 UNMARRIED CD Pas B. Jones-H. Twelvetrees 64 
supreme court decision was made 9/1 STOLEN LIFE D Par E. Bergner-W. Lawson 65 
and that they had ‘to carry it) 6/14 THE ZERO HOUR M Rep F. Inescort-O. Kruger-A. Ames 62 
through.’ §/31 RACKETEERS OF RANGE Ww RKO George O’Brien-M. Reynolds 62 
The managers said, according to | 5/24 THE GORILLA Cc 0th Ritz Bros.-A. Louise 65 
Bowman, that it was not nece ssary | v/s THEY ASKED FOR IT cD U Lundigan-J. Hodges-A. Whalen 61 
for a person to attend either theatre | | 5/32 CAPTAIN FURY — a UA B. Aherne-V. McLagien 91 
in order to have been eligible for | R 5/17_| CODE OF SECRET SERVIC - |_Ws R. Reagan-R. Towne 58 
the award. Blanks were given upon 6, 6/2, 39 5/3 TRAPPED IN THE SKY M Col J. Holt-K. De Mille 61 
request to all. 6/7 ACROSS THE PLAINS w Mono Jack Randail 54 
5/17 GRACIE ALLEN MURDER CASE c Par | G. Allen-W. William 7 
: ' 6/21 0.S.—TIDAL WAVE Re 4 -R. By 60 
L. A. Orph’s 78th Auto Gift 5/24 | GIRL FROM MEXICO cp | med Seas Peaoein, Woods 71 
Los Angeles, July 18. | JONES FAMILYIN HOLLYWOOD C | zoth | J. Prouty-S. Byington 60 
Orpheum theatre claims some sort 6/14 INSIDE INFORMATION M U 7. Lang-D. Foran-H. Carey 59 
of a giveaway record by handing out ima MAN WHO DARED D WB C. Grapewin-J. Bryan 
its 78th automobile in two years at ARIZONA COWBOY Ww a - tt-I Meredith 
a total cost of $63,000. S/R 5/31 6,000 ENEMIES D M-G Ww. pidceen-R. Johnson 61 
Two cars have been given away 7/19 SHOULD A GIRL MARRY? M Mono A. Nagle-W. Hull 61 
weekly for the last two months. Pre- 6/7 UNDERCOVER DOCTOR M Rep L. Nolan-J. C. Naish-J. Logan 67 
vious to that it was one per week. 7/12 MOUNTAIN RHYTHM Ww Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette 57 
| 6/7 YOUNG MR. LINCOLN D | 20th H. Fonda-A. Brady-M. Weaver 101 
pF | SETS 4 U D. Fairbanks, Jr.-B. Rathbone 38 
4/ E WB -B. Davis-B. Ahern 
3-Day Week Boom | is. _W8_| P: Muni-B. Bavis-B. Aher 
6/16/39 5/31 TARZAN FINDS A SON M M-G J. Weissmuller-M. O’Sullivan 81 
‘Redo, ee INVITATION TO HAPPINESS L Par L. Dunne-F. MacMurray 93 
: 7 IN OLD CALIENTE _R -M. -G. Hayes 
(Continued from page 3) 6/7 GIRL AND GAMBLER D = 7 pe tg Ng etd Ames 62 
6/7 CHARLIE CHAN IN RENO M | 20th | S° Toler-R. Cortez-P. Brooks 65 
po at Warren, = Wy a dozen | NANCY DREW, TR’BLE SHOOTER D WB B. Granville-F. Thomas, Jr. 
r reas are — oe. 
due for temporary folding in next |6/23/39 |” 6/21 | CLOUDS OVER EUROPE cB | Col | 1. Olivier-v. Hobson 93 
: - ° ern 
week or two, but suspension of op- 7/5 | GRAND JURY SECRETS |) Ser | Pecan bee 68 
erations in most cases will be only of 3/22 HERITAGE OF DESERT Ww Par D. Woods-E. Venable 73 
few weeks duration. : 6/21 FIVE CAME BACK M RKO C. Morris-W. Barrie 75 
Along the Coast, summer tourist GIRL FROM BROOKLYN cD 20th A, Faye-W. Baxter-Treacher 
influx has improved grosses substan- §/24 KID FROM KOKOMO Cc WB W. Morris-J. Blondel.-P. O’Brien 90 
tially in recent weeks. Especially is | B7an aq PARENTS ON TRIAL D Col ind. Goueb 
this true of the Los Angeles first aan 6/28 | GOOD GIRLS GO TO PARIS CD Col | J. Blondell-M. Douglas 90 
runs and L. A. city and suburban 6/28 STRONGER THAN DESIRE CD M-G | Ww. Pidgeon-V. Bruce-I. Chase "7 
districts of Fox-West Coast Theatres. 7/5 BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S BRIDE M Par J. Howard-H. Angel-H.B.Warner 55 
This area has had comparatively 7/12 | WYOMING OUTLAW w Rep Three Mesquiteers 58 
few extremely hot days so far this 7/12 | SAINT IN LONDON M | RKO | G. Sanders-S. Gray 11 
summer and with balmy evenings STUNT PILOT D | Mono| J, Trent-M. Reynolds 70 
theatres are faring better than the 6/14 | HOUSE OF FEAR M U W. Gargan-I. Hervey 65 
wlagated — a y TIMBER STAMPED” W | RKO | G o'Brien-M. Reynolds 
have in months. While it is true 6/14 | IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU CD | 20th | G. Stuart-S. Erwin-!. Gale 72 
outdoor competition is more acute, 73 ek es A WOMAN IS THE TUDGE ue Oa : we - = 
i i / 1) ruger-Inescor 
cep» gp AR) on agea-~ va icon ill 7/5. | ON BORROWED TIME D | M-G | LBarrymore-B.Bondi-U. Merkel | 95 
any, meget races, 6/14 | MAN ABOUT TOWN c| P 
beach attractions and other enter- oy! J. Benny-D. Lamour-E. Arnold 82 
: : 7/12 CAREER cD RKO A. Shirley-E. Ellis-J. Archer 79 
tainment, theatre operators claim 6/28 MICKEY, THE KID cD Rep B. Cabot-R. Byrd-T. Ryan 68 
they have not been as hard hit as 11/16 | MOTO TAKES VACATION M 20th P. Lorre-V. Field-L. Atwill 65 
in former years. FORGOTTEN WOMAN M U S. Gurie-D. Briggs-E. Arden 
In any event, there will be no 7/5 HELL’S KITCHEN D WB Dead End Kids-R. Reagan 82 
wholesale shuttering of film houses 7/14, 7/14/39 THE MAN FROM SUNDOWN Ww Col C. Starrett-I. Meredith 
as is threatened in other key centers! °/ ~~’ 7/5 THEY ALL COME OUT cD M-G R. Johnson-T. Neal 68 
throughout the country. First runs 7/12 MILLION DOLLAR LEGS Cc Par B.Grable-J.Hartley-D.O’Connor 64 
are fairly well fortified with prod- 7/35 SHE MARRIED A COP cD Rep P. Regan-J. Parker 66 
uct to run them through balance of ore Sake dehia, me anes a = T. Power-Henie-Vallee liaied ps 
July and August, after whi € A J. Heifetz-J. McCrea-A. Leeds 
pica Borer will be on ae aabe 7/19 | UNEXPECTED FATHER Cc U Baby Sandy-Auer D. O'Keefe 77 
7/19 WATERFRONT M WB D. Morgan-G. Dickson 60 
ket and theatre attendance once more | s—sy-sa | — i : a. am 
expected to hit on all cylinders. | #/21/39 W/19 | BLONDIE TAKES VACATION C€ | Col | P. Singleton-A. Lake 68 
. A Were Paces 7/12 | A. HARDY GETS SPRING FEVER CD | M-G | L, Stone-M. Rooney-C. Parker 88 
Taki pond ea brief MAN FROM TEXAS W | Mono | Tex Ritter 
aking advantage of a brief sum- WAY DOWN SOUTH cD RKO B. Breen-A. Mowbray 
mer lull of Paramount feature re- 7/19 | THE MAGNIFICENT FRAUD D Par A. Tamiroff-L. Nolan-M. Boland 715 
leases, the Paramount theatre here | 7/19 | NEWS IS MADE AT NIGHT D 20th P. Foster-L. Bari-R. Gleason 72 
will shutter for couple of weeks July | wis winter a eeeee " ae G. Raft-C. Trevor ~ 
(27) to permit of remodeling and | A. Sheridan-R. Carlson 1 
omnia” renovation. nse Yl & | sma 6/21 | DAUGHTERS COURAGEOUS CD WB | Lane Sisters-J. Garfield-G. Page | 107 
Marco, operators, has renewed lease 7, / 28, 39 5/17 | GOODBYE, MR. CHIPS cD M-G | R. Donat-G. Garson 110 
of theatre for seven years, and is| ISLAND OF LOST MEN D Par A. M. Wong-J. C. Naish-E. Blore 
spcnding around $100,000 in acum THE SPELLBINDER cD RKO | L. Tracy-B. Read-P. Kn wiles 
tation. ; COLORADO SUNSET Ww Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette 
House will be equipped with new | 6/21 SANNA OF MOUNTIES cD 20th | S. Tempie-R. Scott-M. Lockwood 17 
marquee, lobby will be entirely re- COWBOY QUARTERBACK C WB | B. Wheeler-M. Wilson 
constructed, new carpets and seats 8/4 39 HIDDEN POWER cD Col J. Holt-G. Michael-D. Moore 
installed, interior redecorated and MEN IN THE SERVICE D Col R. Scott-R. Bellamy-F. Dee 
other improvements made. 7/19 po Sy THE TROPICS D | M-G | R. Taylor-H. Lamarr 
F&M acquired the Par het / E TRAIL w Par W. Boyd-R. Hayden-G. Hayes 
acq amount S1X | NIGHT WORK Cc P M 
€ars ago, an.’ has consistently main- | as ‘Boland-C.Ruggles-J.Mathews 
ye 7 y 7/5 | BACHELOR MOTHER C | RKO | G. Rogers-D. Niven 80 
tained policy of single feature with SHOULD HUSBANDS WORK? CD Rep J.Gleas’n-L.Gleas’n-H.Da> nport 62 
stage show with only f-w exceptions E. MAXWELL’S HOTEL, WOMEN CD 20th L. Darnell-J. Ellison-A. Sothern 
during that period. 4/26 | FOUR FEATHERS D UA J. Clements-J. Duprez 130 
7/19 INDIANAPOLIS SPEEDWAY M WB P. O’Brien-A. Sheridan 82 
ONE TO REMEMBER 8 11,39 BEHIND PRISON GATES M | Col | B. Donlevy-J. Wells-P. Fix 
Hollywood, July 18. | San toakinen cameeee 7 - Ayeen-d. soutee-S ett 
Milton Bren’s first Metro produc- | ' ar . Burns-S. Hayward-J. Allen 
ca Mints’ sane yesterday | BAD LANDS w | RKO | R. Barrat-N. Beery, Jr.- 
CHICKEN WAGON FAMILY C | 20th | J. Withers-L. Carrillo-M. Weaver 
Mon.) with Robert Taylor and Le 
(fon.) with Robert taylor a 7 MODERN CINDERELLA cD| wv C. Boyer-I. Dunne 
Ayres in the top spots. : : 6/28 MAN IN IRON MASK D UA L.Hayw’rd-J.Bennett-W.William 1106 
Norman McLeod is directing. PLAYING WITH DYNAMITE M| WB J. Wyman-A. Jenkins 


Still No United 
Front on Bingo 
Banning in N.Y. 


After one week of the experiment 
being tried by four New York theatre 
circuits to simultaneously abolish the 
practice of giveaways in west side 
Manhattan theatres from 34th to 72nd 
street, results are too inconclusive to 
predict whether scheme will be ulti- 
mately successful. Business fell off a 
little during the past week, but 
whether it was caused by general 
slack in business or to discontinu- 
ance of cash prizes is undetermined, 

Of the score or more theatres in 
the area selected, only one house has 
violated the agreement and is still 
giving away prizes five nights a week. 
This is the Royal on 46th street and 
10th avenue. Unless there is com- 
| plete adherence by all theatres to the 

policy being tried out, there is little 
| likelihood of getting theatres 
| throughout the five boroughs to adopt 
the reform. 

One other possibility remains of 
complete abolition of bingo, screeno, 
etc. This lies in the appeal from lot- 
tery conviction by the Atlantic The- 
atre, Brooklyn, which is going to the 
Appellate division of the N. Y. 
preme court, despite inclination of 
the Independent Theatre Owners of 
New York to abide by Judge Bayes’ 
decision in the hope that all theatres 
will be forced to drop prizes. 

Mel Albert, of counsel for the 
ITOA, will file appeal papers before 
the end of August. Action is neces- 
sary because the owners of the At- 
lantic theatre would have received a 
jail sentence, and this was averted 
only on promise of defense counsel 
to take an appeal to test the convic- 
tion. Theatre’s defense will be that 
Judge Bayes’ decision is contrary to 
previous ruling on lottery by the 
| Court of Appeals. 


| Okays RKO Plan 


(Continued from page 3) 








su- 

















that three years’ rent be deposited 
in a bank in case of future default, 
the circuit court declared, ‘The de- 
mand for a cash deposit of the maxi- 
mum amount of their claims is a call 
for better treatment, a demand 
which would render it impossible in 
many cases to effect reorganization. 
The plan as it stands is fair to 
these parties and their appeal fails.’ 

The last appeal is that of Ernest 
W. Stirn of Milwaukee, holder of 
1,234 shares of Class ‘A’ stock of 
RKO. Stirn demands a preferred 
position, claims that the conversion 
of ‘A’ stock to common in 1931 was 
illegal, charges fraud, and asks that 
the proponents of the plan, the Atlas 
Corp., be barred from producing 2 
plan, and that the case be sent back 
to the Federal court to have Irving 
Trust, the trustee propose a new 
plan. 

The Circuit court declared, ‘We 
are in accord with the finding of the 
special master (George W. Alger) 
that the 1931 amendment was valid, 
and Stirn was barred by laches from 
attacking the efficiency of the 
amendments. We also see no rea- 
son to doubt the validity of the 
debentures for their full face value. 
The other points raised by Stirn 
have been considered. There is not 
sufficient merit in them to warrant 
separate discussion.’ 

Nathan Rosenberg, attorney for H. 
Cassel Co., declared that he will 
carry his case to the U. S. Supreme 
Court in Washington on the consti- 
tutionality question, and the appeal 
will, in all probability, be heard in 
the fall. John S. Stover, attorney 
for Stirn, was not available, but he 
has stated similar intentions in the 
past. 

It is probable now that the propo- 
nents of the plan will delay no long- 
er but will consummate the plan and 
submit an underwriting agreement. 

Thus after 6% years of bankrupt- 
cy, receivership and reorganization, 
the longest period of time any major 
film company has spent in the courts, 
RKO emerges on its own legs again. 


DEUCES WILD 
Hollywood, July 18. 

Delayed by script troubles, the 
Laurel-Hardy starrer, ‘The Flying 
Deuces,’ gets the gun Thursday 
(20). It is Boris Morros’ first pro- 
duction for RKO. 

Edward Sutherland directs. 
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DAUGHTERS 
COURAGEOUS 


JOHN GARFIELD 


CLAUDE RAINS 
JEFFREY LYNN « FAY BAINTER * DONALD CRISP 


MAY ROBSON « Frank McHugh « Dick Foran 
and THE “FOUR DAUGHTERS” 


PRISCILLA LANE — 
ROSEMARY LANE 
LOLA LANE - GALE PAGE 


Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ 
Original Screen Play by Julius J. and Phillip G. Epstein * Suggested by @ Play by 
Dorothy Bennett and Irving White * Music by Max Steiner * A First National Picture 


Jack L. Warner Hal B. Wallis 


in Charge of Production Executive Producer 








Henry Bianke 
Associate Producer 


4 The big idea in this business 


to get in front and 





Nobody 


does it as well as 
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CAGNEY 
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FT. 


EACH DAWN 
| DIE = 


GEORGE BANCROFT 
Screen Piay by Norman Reilly Raine and Warren Duft* From the Novel by Jerome Odlum 


Directed by 
WILLIAM KEIGHLEY 

Jack L. Warner Hal B. Wallis 

in Charge of Production Executive Producer 


















A First National Picture 


David Lewis 
Associate Producer 
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Fete Eckhardt on Silver J ubilee: 
Theatre-Exchange Personne! Moves 


Wednesday, July 19, 1°39 














Chicago, July 18. 

On July 24 Chicago's film row will 
silver jubilee Clyde Eckhardt, chief 
of 20th Century-Fox distribution 
here. His 25 years in the industry 
will be celebrated by a testimonial 
banquet at the Congress hotel. 

Committee composed of John Bala- 
ban, Jack Kirsch, Illinois Allied} 
chieftain, and Jack Osserman, ex- 
change manager for RKO here, in 
charge. 





Nat Levy in Philly 
Philadelphia, July 18. 

Nat Levy is the new RKO district 
manager here, named following the 
recent realignment of the country by | 
the company’s sales department. | 

Levy, who formerly worked out ad 
Detroit, will make his headquarters 
in the RKO exchange, but will not 
affect the setup under exchange man- 
ager Frank McNamee. ; 

Preliminary injunction to restrain 
Abraham Sablosky, an exhib, from 
erecting a theatre in the Mt. Airy 
section of Philly, was refused by 
Judge Otto R. Heiligman in Common 
Pleas court here last week. Frank 
B. Todd, Jr., a neighboring property 
owner who has been fighting the 
erection of the theatre for months, | 
held that the deed for the theatre site, | 
now an unimproved lot, contained re- | 
strictions that would be a bar against 
construction of the building. Injunc- 
tion was also asked against the owner 
of the lot. 

Todd had previously lost a fight 
before the zoning board in his effort 
to bar the theatre. 





Berkson’s Branch 
Buffaio, July 18. 

Harry Berkson, Buffalo Monogram 
franchise holder, has opened a 
branch. office at Albany with Mitch 
Pantzer as manager and Eugene 
Lowe, salesman. : 

District sales managers for dis- 
tributors who converged on Buffalo 
during the past week include George 
Roberts, 20th; Ted O’Shea, Metro; 
Bert Stearn, UA; Ed Schnitzer, WB; 
Jack Bellman, Republic. } 

Howard McPherson, formerly with 
Republic, becomes salesman and 
booker for Monogram. 

Harry Berman, formerly in charge 
of Republic publicity at Detroit, 
transferred to Republic Buffalo office 
as salesman. 











Making Sure of the B.O. 
San Antonio, July 18. 

Max Burger has opened the Fox, 
Sherman, Texas, with Mrs. Burger in 
the ticket booth. ; 

R. O. Goss has leased a building at 
Roscoe, Texas, where he plans to 
open a theatre within next six 
months. 





WB Folds One 
Wilmington, Del., July 18. 

Warners have closed the Arcadia, 
downtown, with opening of the new 
Warner theatre. Aldine, formerly 
first-run, now is showing second runs 
of Warner theatre offerings. No in- 
tention at present of reopening the 
Areadia. 





~ $1,000 Theatre Fire 
Salt Lake City, July 18, 
Causing no alarm to a partially- 
filled house, a fire in the projection 
room at the Gem, dowtown nabe, 
caused approximately $1,000 damage 
Wednesday (12), 





Exten Takes House Over 
Kenosha, Wis., July 18. 

William Exton, recently resigned 
as manager of the Gateway and 
Kenosha here, has leased the local 
Roosevelt from Charles Collins, who 
has operated the house for several 
years. Exton remodeled the house 
and expects to reopen it Friday (21). 

General Theatre Co. has taken 
over the Rex, Oshkosh, and, follow- 
ing improvements to the house, will 
reopen it as the Time. Charles Low, 
formerly of Minneapolis, will be new 
manager. New owner is an affiliate 
of Marcus-Virnoff Co., which oper- 
oe houses in Reedsburg, Tomah and 

pon, 





Barnes’ Class House 

Seattle, July 18. 
Century theatre opened by Charles 
Barnes, formerly assistant mgr. of 
Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen), 
and Jack Shallow, Jr. Foreign and 
special U. S. pix at 37c top. House 
is small seater in class section of 
town, and policy replaces Montlake, 

nearby, which closed for summer, 


Fenety’s Safe Stolen 
St. John, N. B., July 18. 

Right on the heels of his Gaiety 
being destroyed by fire, W. W. O. 
Fenety, Fredericton, N. B. exhib., 
had another bad break. A 400-pound 
safe in his office in his Capitol, also 
in Fredericton, was lugged out of 
the theatre building’s second floor, 
with contents, ‘well over $100,’ the 
police were informed. The safe, 
broken open, has been found as has 
a local minister’s stolen car, be- 
lieved to have been used by the 
thieves to transport the safe to the 
outskirts of the town, where it was 








broken open, The car was stolen 
from a parsonage garage near the 
theatre, entry being forced to the 





garage and theatre. Pending recon- | 
struction of his Gaiety, Fenety has 
been concentrating on his Capitol. 


Theatre robberies have been an | 
epidemic through the maritime 
provinces for several years. 


Robberies and Fires 
Milwaukee, July 18. 

Several robberies and fires have | 
discouraged exhibs this week. Fire 
did damage to the projection room 
of the Gerold Opera House at 
Weyauwega. Ken Peterson, 
ager of theatre. 

The Campus, Ripon, robbed of 
about $115 in currency. Ben Marcus 
is manager. 

A candy machine at the Strand, 
Madison, was looted. 


man- 








Lyles’ Post 
New Orleans, July 18. 


Floyd Lyles took over manage- 
ment of the Delta, Greenville, near 
here, Friday (14). Formerly with 


Saenger theatres in Jackson, Miss., 
J. A. Meise, manager of Paramount, 
was acting manager of the Delta for 
past few weeks. 





Lincoln's Switches 
Lincoln, July 18. 
Harold Hellerich changed aille- 
giance this week, leaving the house | 
manager’s job with the J. H. Cooper | 
Lincoln, and going to a similar job! 
at the Kiva, which is opposish Ne- 
braska Theatres, Inc., property. 
Harvey Traylor, Nebraska assist- 
anct, moved to top spot at the Lin- 
coln, replacing Hellerich. 
L. ‘Jack’ Oswald, Par auditor, 
was in looking over the Par-J. H 
Cooper Enterprises books. Will go 
back to New York soon. 








Nate Platts Adopt Baby 
Chicago, July 18. 

Nate Platts have adopted a four- 
month-old boy. He’s district super- 
visor and vaude booking manager 
for Balaban & Katz. His wife, the 
former Myrtle Paley, also has show 
biz background., organist during the 
presentation era. 





Hollywood on Spec 
Pittsburgh, July 18. 
Jules Green, manager of WB 


| management of Harry 


|claring the majors’ 


theatre at Warren, Ariz., until fall. 

Milt Arthur experimenting on 
policy for Lee theatre in Long 
Beach, recently added to his Cabart 
chain. House first tried continued 
run moveover, switched to foreign 
pictures and is now dualing one 
alien and one American feature at 
30c. admish. 

Homer Skillion back with Fox- 
West Coast as manager of Strand, 
Pasadena. 

Harry L. Rackin closed booking 
deal with seven film houses operated 
by Earle Sterbe in Balboa, Newport 
Beach, Palm Springs and Lake Ar- 
rowhead., 

Columbus Nabe Reopens 
Columbus, O., July 18. 

The East Columbus, nabe, dark 
some time for installation of new 
sound, seats, etc., reopened under 
Rothstein, 

Chakeres Adds Three 

Springfield, O., July 18. 
Chakeres has taken over the 
1,000-seat Virginia and the recently 
completed Louvee, 600 seats, at 
Wellston, O., from Guilfoyle Amus. 
Co., also the Bell opera house, 750 
seats, Hillsboro, formerly operated 
by Donald Evans. 


Neely Wins 
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mortis,’ Neely reviewed the 1ll-year | 


dispute over block booking and blind 
selling, pointing to increasing pub- 
lic clamor for Federal policing, de- 
self-regulation 
proposals fall far short of meeting 
the complaints, and described his 
remedy as comparable to many other 
statutes now in effect. 

The majors’ bleat that the bill 
would mean financial ruin is wholly 
unsupported, Neely said. Fabulous 
salaries and admission that South 


.| American gains have nullified Euro- 


pean and Asiatic losses were cited. 
Concedes Improved Quality 

On the matter of film quality, 
Neely agreed there has been im- 
provement, but insisted it was result 
of outside pressure and had not been 
earried far enough to satisfy the 
public, He was sure the ‘composite 
good taste’ of* the public—which 
sponsors claim would be allowed to 
influence exhibitors if the bill be- 
comes law—is preferable to the 
standards of the producers. Public 
usually picks the best, he believed. 





Squirrel Hill theatre, has resigned to 
go to Hollywood, hoping to land a 
studio connection. It’s in reality a 
leave. of absence, and a managerial 
post in the Pittsburgh zone will be 
ope. for him if he returns any time 
within the next year. In the mean- 
time, Ernest Leiberman has been 
transferred from the Plaza to Squir- 
rel Hill; James MacHugh moves 
from Regal to Plaza, and Edward 
Salamon has been upped from as- 
sistant at Arsenal to manager of 
Regal. 

Meade Steiner, until recently op- 
erator of ae theatre in nearby 
Koppel, Pa., has returned to the in- 
surance business but, on the side, is 
booking his old house for its new 
operator, Earl Flesher, 


Fenyvessy Unloading 
Rochester, N. Y., July 18. 

Corner lot next to Strand sold by 
Fenyvessy Enterprises, Inc., headed 
by Albert O. Fenyvessy, to Isaac 
Zack, junk dealer, for $75,000. Plot 
now used as parking station at one 
time was slated as site for new thea- 
tre to compete with Strand. but plans 
fell through. Sale apparently ends 
likelihood of use for that purpose, 
majority of Fenyvessys having quit 
theatre business for real estate. 

Arcade theatre, Arcade, N. Y., sold 
by Thomas A. Rance to Martina Cir- 
cuit, Dansville, N. Y. House will be 
remodeled and new equipment in- 
stalled before reopening about Aug. 





ry 
i=) 


Metro’s Albeay Shakeup 
Ibany, July 18. 

Metro is the latest exchaume to ex- 
perience a shakeup. Herman Ripps, 
star salesman here for five years, 
promaset to New Jersey territory. 

ill Williams, office manager, takes 
Ripp’s place on the road. Two other 
changes in Albany staff are being 
made. First reported that manager 
Ralph Pielow would become head 
of the New Jersey sector, working 
out of New York, this shift did not 
materialize, Pielow is said to have 
preferred to remain in Albany. 
Every local branch, with the excep- 
tion of Warners, has made changes 
since the first of the year. Four 
ee of managers were among 

ese. 





Fred .At Carthay 

: Los Angeles, July 18. 

Dave Fred, manager of the Fox 
Ritz, moves to the Carthay Circle 
which reopens Friday (21). Rob 
Duke shifts from the Carlton to Ritz, 
and Wesley McBreen from the Mel- 
rose to Carlton, with John Echols 
upped to the Melrose management. 

Principal Theatres took over the 
Crystal at Porterville, 400-seater re- 
cently closed for remodeling. 

Harry Nace shuttering his State 





Instead of being arbitrary and un- 
precedented regimentation, the bill 
is merely a parallel of labeling laws 
and statutes against price discrimina- 
tion, Neely: insisted. Like the pure 
food, Robinson-Patman and Clayton 
and Sherman acts, no censorship 
involved. . 

In his condemnation of the Hays 
organization’s tactics, the West Vir- 
ginian charged the majors were re- 
sponsible for the presence at hear- 
ings of every foe with the exception 
of Senator Sheridan Downey of 
California (who voted against but 
did not discuss the bill) and caused 
flood of telegrams and propaganda 
which deulged colleagues in recent 
weeks. At one point, he warned the 
Republicans they will not receive 
any film industry donations for the 
1940 campaign because ‘the cards 
have been stacked hopelessly against 
the Grand Old Party.’ Though the 
remark was deleted from the Con- 
gressional Record, he declared the 
industry has no more political loyalty 
than the wind. Although most of 
the top-hats are Republican, they 
‘make alliances with whatever party 
is in power’ whenever possible, he 
added. 

Jimmy Roosevelt’s Name 


James Roosevelt's name was in- 
jected into the debate momentarily 
by Senator Bridges. When Neely 
warned the New Hampshire Repub- 
lican not to expect film cash for his 
campaign fund, Bridges recalled the 
presence of the President’s son in 
Hollywood. Neely refused ‘to be di- 
verted to that matter.’ 

Arguments that such legislation is 
unnecessary do not hold water, Neely 
declared. Cancellation figures given 
the committee are meaningless, be- 
cause of discrepancies and failure to 
differentiate between experience of 
affiliated and independent houses. 
Enactment would supplement the 
Government’s New York suit. 

In a_ point-by-point answer to 
Neely’s two-hour talk, White pre- 
sented the majors’ reply to every 
claim. Surveyed the immense in- 
vestment and huge payroll to bolster 
his admonition against legislation 
that might injure such a vital in- 
dustry. 

The law books provide ample 
remedies for any offensive trade 
practices, while the New York suit 
should not be prejudged, the Maine 
Republican asserted. If conditions 
have grown worse in recent years, 
another Federal Trade Commission 
proceeding might prove beneficial, 





| but Congress ought not set a prece- | 





' sound, in White’s judgment, and the 
| charge of ‘compulsion’ is a fiction. 


Blind sales are 





dent for writing legislation relating 
to only one type of business. 

Most of White's objections were 
against the block booking features. 
Price provisions are bewildering, he 
complained, and unfair. Even if no 
deal were made, salesmen and com- 
panies are in danger of severe pun- 
ishment for quoting a price differ- 
ential that Government prosecutors 
later considered ‘unfair,’ he warned. 

Enderses Present Sales Setup 

Existing distribution method is 


With Senator Barkley agreeing, the 
leading opponent insisted film dis- 
tributors should be allowed to do 
business on a wholesale scale and to 
select customers just as purveyors of 
other commodities are free to do. 
not made to the 
public but to exhibitors, presumably 
experienced in the trade and who) 
are not required to tell the story to 
any patrons. 

There is no assurance that the 
moral level of Hollywood product 
would be lifted, White argued. Since 
the industry has cleaned hou&e, 
whatever reasons existed in the past 
for such a move have been elimi- 


—————2 
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certification, but no action has been 
taken in any of the eases. 


Pr. Nylander Bows Out 

Filing of petitions was followed 
by resignation of Dr. Towne Ny. 
lander, regional director of NLRB. 
Director stated he was retiring to rest 
up and catch up with his studies 
but J. W. Buzzell, executive secre. 
tary of the Central Labor Council 
claimed pressure by NLRB for Dr. 
Nylander to ‘go along with the CIo’ 
forced him out. 

All other AFL crafts in the studios 
with the exception of the Screen 
Actors Guild, have pledged support 
to the IATSE in an effort to head 
off the CIO. Following notice has 
been mailed to all IAZSE members. 

‘The so-called United Studio Tech- 
nicians Guild of North America is a 
poorly disguised CIO setup, mas« 
querading as an independent organ- 
ization. It is condemned by all 





nated. Nothing would compel 
theatre owners to consult with | 
patrons and there is no way of| 
being certain those who get exhibs’ 
ear will have higher taste than the 
Hays oglers. 

Passage of the bill would be the 
worst ‘calamity that could befall the 
most marvelous industry of mod- 
ern times,’ Senator Smith said. 
While films may have been low 
grade in the early days, there is un- 
questionable improvement. The 
South Carolinian felt the legislation 
is comparable to burning down a 
house to kill a rat and represents 
further progress toward ‘state so- 
cialism.’ Theme was ‘let the industry 
solve its own problems.’ 

Besides being unconstitutional, the 
bill is ‘shot full of objection,’ Sena- 
tor King complained, and would 
trespass on democratic fundamentals 
by curtailing free enterprise. He 
flatly denied Neely’s accusation that 
the industry is in the clutch of a 
trust, noting the independent pro- 
ducers made little attempt to bring 
about enactment of the measure. The 
amendments adopted to meet some 
of the Hays group objections ‘do 
not mitigate the injustices,’ King de- 
clared, adding ‘there clearly is no 
need for the pending measure.’ 

‘We are attempting to indicate to 
the courts the course some would 
like to see them pursue and to 
stretch the Sherman act to give it 
a meaning it does not possess,’ he 
stated. 

Scores ‘Vagueness’ 

Vagueness is the chief weakness of 
the bill, King advised, and would 
make it unconstitutional. Courts 
have held that crimes must be spe- | 
cifically stated, but Neely leaves so. 
much doubt that his proposal would | 
violate the ‘due process clause.’ The 
price provisions are unworkable, he 
echoed, while outlawing of the dis- 
tribution system would increase sales 
costs to the point where bankruptcy 
would threaten the majors. 

_As Neely’s only vocal supporter, 
Senator Capper shared concern 
about the situation of the public, but 
was not interested in the independ- 
ent exhibitors’ wails about oppres- 
sion. He pointed to the public 
groups backing the bill, expressing 
conviction that it is not ‘sound pol- 
icy’ to permit distributor of any 
article to compel buyers to accept 
more than they want or need. Coer- 
cion should be ended so exhibs would 
be free to ‘cooperate’ wit! their pa- 
trons. 

The amendrrents proposed by Al- 
lied States Association is reply to 
Hays objections were adopted after 
only a moment of discussion Friday 
(14), Senator White declined to go 
into detail, merely remarking they 
do not change the purposes of the 
bill or remove any vicious features, 
Their chief effect is to modify 
phraseology, particularly to simplify 
the synopses requirements and make 
a clearer statement about the un- 
fair price differential. Neely con- 
tended they meet any reasonable 
criticism. 

Although the reform groups were 
cheered by the substantial majority, 
the bill is unlikely to go further. The 
House Interstate Commerce Commit- 
tee is chairmaned by a Californian— 
Representative Clarence Lea—and 
contains a Los Angeles County Re- 
publican (Representative Carl Hin- 
shaw). Furti.ermore, it is swamped 
with work and at such a late date 
would be unwilling to hole hearings 
on a measure sure to stir up much | 
controversy. Two years ago a sub- 
committee knccked out the basic pro- 
visions and an almost identical 
measure never was prese~ted to the 
full committee. 








American Federation of Labor studio 
unions. Its purpose is to destroy 
unionism in the studios for the sel- 
fish gain of a few. While it is 
doomed to certain failure, it will 
cause serious delays in negotiations 
now preceeding with the employers 
if you permit it to use the National 
Labor Relations Board for its ne- 
farious schemes, 


‘The AFL will remain the supreme 
bargaining agency of workers in the 
studios. To speed up negotiations 
for improved conditions, show your 
union spirit and reaffirm your loyal- 
ty to the AFL and the IATSE.’ Com- 
munication was signed by Herbert 
Aller, Harold V.. Smith, Thomas 
Bryan, Charles Ferguson, Charles 
Hadley, Bert Offord, Ted Hansard 
Owen F. Crompton, Hal Roddan and 
Zeal Fairbanks, business represen- 
tatives of IATSE locals. 


IA Wins Court Fight 

Drive against CIO was mapped 
by IATSE leaders after Superior 
Judge Henry M. Willis handed down 
a decision giving the International 
control of 6,000 members of Tech- 
nician’s Local 37. Judge ordered 
restoration of charter of Local 37, 
but held the International was en- 
titled to retain custody of the funds 
and property of the local and ad- 
minister its affairs until such time 
as the International General Exec- 
utive Board decided the extreme 
emergency should be ended. 

Judge Willis held that provision 
in the International constitution 
giving George E. Browne, LATSE 
prexy, authority to seize a local 
under an extreme emergency, was 
legally adopted at the 1936 convene 
tion. He also ruled that Represen- 
tatives Gatelee and Stickling come 
plied with all provisions in carry- 
ing out the emergency and decided 
there was no conspiracy between 
Prexy Browne and other IATSE 
leaders to maintain perpetual con- 
trol of Local 37 for their own gains. 

Jurist stated that the constitu- 
tional amendment did not conflict 
with public policy, and gave Prexy 
Browne the right to null tempo- 
rarily home rule and take over 
every IATSE local in the United 
States and Canada if he so desired. 

The court held revocation of 
the charter of Local 37 illegal be- 
cause the constitution did not pro- 
vide for right of appeal on revoca- 
tion and because the action vio- 
lated a court injunction prohibiting 
the revccation. He ordered restora- 
tion of the charter’ of Local 37. 

The two provisions of the Inter- 
national constitution held invalid 
are: 

‘The charter of any affiliated local 
union shall be revoked at the dis- 
cretion of the International pres- 
ident, if at any time, the local union 
fails to hold regular meetings, as 
hereafter provided, for a period of 
three months consecutively. No lo- 
cal union so expelled shall be ene 
titled to trial or appeal. 

‘At the discretion of the Inter- 
national president the charter of an 
affiliated local union may be sus- 
pended or revoked whenever its 
total indebtedness to the Interna- 
tional Alliance shall equal or ex- 
ceed the per capita tax for three 
months. A local union so delinquent 
shall be subject to expulsion or sus- 
pension for this cause without trial 
or appeal.’ 

IATSE tops have decided to ignore 
failure of the NLRB to act on its 
petitions and demand a showdown 
on negotiations with producers. 
Support of Prexy Browne has been 
asked by studio locals who are now 
seeking to negotiate new agreements 
covering wages and working con- 
ditions, All are asking for sub- 
stantial wage tilts. 
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-preblem of a switch later when and 
if confronted with that requirement. 

As in the moppet’s film debut, full 
advantage is taken of the baby’s cute 








faeial expressions, mannerisms and 
gurgles. That’s the extent of Sandy’s | 
histrionics, except for a_ toddling 
slide across the theatre stage which 
creates some humorous moments. 
Whether or not youngster can last 
for any stretch of pictures, with 
limited material plainly apparent, is 
questionable. 

Story is obvious from the opening 
gun. Orphaned Sandy becomes the 
responsibility of theatre usher 
Dennis O'Keefe. Aided by pal 
Mischa Auer and gal friend cherine 
Shirley Ross, trio are sketched as 
novices in task of baby raising. 
Taken to the theatre during per- 
formances, moppet wanders onto the 


stage during a number; splits 
O’Keefe and Miss Ross; and is re- 
sponsible for some eventful but 
rather trite dramatics backstage. 
From there on, yarn moves to event- 
ual conclusion for marriage of the 


romantic pair so the baby can be 
adopted legally. 
O'Keefe and Miss Ross do as well 





as expected in the leads, despite | 
handicap of material. Auer provides | 
some comedy moments, but his lines | 
and situations lack spontaneity. Bai- | 
anee of support is adequate, with di- | 
rection along ordinary lines and in- 
sufficient to lift the picture above | 
the script. 

Dance specialty by Ygor and 
Tanya is a good production number 
for the stage show, while a puppet 
show by O’Keefe and Auer is un- 
usual but lacking in timing to catch 
proper audience reaction. Out-of- 
place and unnecessary attempt at a 
thrill at the finish has Sandy wan- 
dering out onto the ledge of a high 





building. Situation is so obviously 
inserted, that it fails to impress. 


FEUD OF THE RANGE 


Metrepolitan release of Harry S. Webb 
preduction; Chaunce and Will Parry, asso- 
ctate producers, ‘features Bob Steele, 
Richard Cramer, Gertrude Messinger. Di- 
reeted by Harry S. Webb. At Arena, N. Y., 
dual, July 17, '39. Running time, 55 MINS. 


| _:» SPUN PUETTEE TPE Ee Te Bob Steele 
BOMB. GRY .. ccccccceccetees Richard Cramer 


Madge Allen........«.. Gertrude Messinger 
Teemevey. AlleN. cccccccsecesecs Frank La Rue 
Hleton Wilson......ceeeeceesss Jean Cranford 
BE WHER... cc ccccccccccess Robert Burns 
TIDE . oc cccccccccccccccccceceees Bud Buster 
MTOO . ceccccccccces eseeneoedat jack Ingram 
BIEL 2 6 cee Sevdcecesonceaseees Charles King 
GEE cc ccccccceccccocsccsceces Duke R. Lee 





Hoary western that won't pull 
mwueh business. Picture is an in- 
csediblv poor sagebrusher, and will 
cost Bob Steele most of his follow- 

Only for houses where fans are 
insatiable for any sort of western, 
geod, bad or indifferent. 

Produced on a skimpy budget, di- 





} 


rector makes use of elementary 
tricks like doubling up on bad men, 
taking phoney falls from horses, and 
doubling up on shots of raiders and 
killers looting and burning ranchers’ 
homes in a campaign of terrorism. 
Latter effect is employed to cover a 
lot of ground and time that ordi- 
narily would have required plenty 
of locations and produetion effort. 
To make it worse, scenes of lightning 
are superimposed on daylight raid- 
ing shots to show. with what rapid- 
ity the raiders work; that is to sym- 
polize they strike like lightning. 

Chief fault with the film is the 
inexcusable padding of action ac- 
complished by disappointing cat-and- 
mouse tactics of Steele every time 
he has his villains de:.d to rights— 
letting them go only to catch them 
again red-handed in the next ree}. 

Formula of yarn is badly typed. 
Villain creates a range feud just 
to stir wp trouble, drive survivors 
out ef the valley; seize or buy up 
the ranches and sell them to the 
railroad for a right-of-way. In time 
shows his true colors and meets his 
match in single-handed cleanup by 
Steele. 

Enlivened somewhat throughout 
by phoney gun fights in which hard- 
ly anybody gets kiHed, and in a 
rough-and-tumble wrestling match 
and fight between Sieele and the 
villain, these are hardly enough to 
sustain proper interest in the pro- 
eeedings. Gertrude Messinger has 
little to do and was poorly directed. 


WATERFRONT 


Warner Bros. production and release, 
| Features Gleria Dickson, Dennis Morgan, 
Marie Wilson, Larry Witliams, Sheila 
Bromley. Directed by Terry Moore. From 
play by Kenyon Nicholson; adaptation, Lee 
Katz and Arthur Ripky; editer, Louis 
Hesse; photography, James Van Trees. At 
Globe, N.Y., week July 15, °39. Running 
time, 60 MINS, 
MEM BRC! 2 coins ccccccscces Gloria Dickson 
Mik . DOORN 5 6s 5 408600 eéedes Dennis Morgan 
MeUNY WEtOTGs «oo: ccccccesevess Marie Wilsen 
Frankie Donahue........... Larry Wiliams 
Marie Cordelt...... cece «+... Shella Bromley 
Father Dunt.....ccccacceee Ablrich Bowker 
MPN BOIWNT se 6 0566.42 00d deeoci<s Frank Faylkn 
PEOEC TEGMERETS dc caceccccscccsess Ward Bond 
IAM “BIOMED. .cccccecsessooeed Arthur Gardner 
We BPO s 6: 4:5-62.64404500004008 George Lioyd 


Having a predilection for the more 
sordid side of life in its ‘B’ depart- 
ment, Warners comes up with an- 
other melodrama of the saltier type 
dealing with a tough longshoreman 
and his indulgent wife. It is a com- 
pact, actionful drama of dese-dose- 
and-dem people that will be able to 
take care of itself on twin bills. 
Lack of names keeps it from having 
draught on that count. 

In some respects the epigrammatie 
and preachy portions of the story 
combine with implausible situations 
to detract from the better features 
of the picture. A priest angle fig- 
ures, with a not very impressive 
performance by Aldrich Bowker re- 
ducing the value of the action. In 
addition to too much of a leaning 





toward proverbs, the story has the 
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longshoreman hero doing too many 
things that are contrary to logic. 
Dennis is a dock worker 
of good hooks and a hot temper who 
is in and out of jail frequently be- 
cause he likes to bully, take every 
situation in his own hands and stub- 
bornly refuses to listen to reason. 
He is converted with fantastic rap- 
idity by the priest and gets i 
only to go bad again when an old 
enemy kills his brother. He goes 
out guaning fer the murderer rather 
than assist police in nabbing him, 


fmearly driving his loyally-minded 


wife nuts because of his vindictive- 
neSS, 

Because of the way the part is 
styled for Morgan, he is never a 
very sympathetic character, nor is it 
to be expected that much considera- 
tion is felt for the wife, played by 
Gloria Dicksen without especial re- 
sult. A jail escape, auto chase and 
spill, fist fights and a lot of water- 
fromt dialog, never very trenchant, 
are imgredients of the Kenyon Nich- 
olson play on which the picture is 
based. Two very good scraps figure, 
both of them well staged. One of 
the laughs, net wanted, is the long- 
shoreman’s ball at which everyone 
is in evening elethes and leok more 
Waldorfy than they should. 

Marie Wilson is wasted for com- 
€dy purposes and Larry Williams, 
also on a laugh assignment, doesn’t 
get very far. Char. 


Should a Girl Marry? 


Moeonegziam release of E. B. 





Derr produc- 


tien. Features Aene Nagel and Warren 
Hull. Directed by Lambert Hillyer. 
Sereenplay by Gayl Newbury and David 
Silverstein; eamera. Paul Ivano. At Cen- 
tral, N.Y., week July 15, °39, dual. Run- 
ning ime, 61 MENS. 

| SPEER PPPTUTELET OTT 
Dr. Robert Benson. ....-cccees Warren Hull 
Betty <Gitibert.......cccceees+--Mayo Methot 
GET Gert 66 oc cc ccceces Weldon Heyburn 
REN. “ys wacadeso0de08-e55 Aileen Pringle 
Tar, GU es 60 2 00000 06eneonte Lester Mathews 
Mary Wittens. .cccccccececccecs Helen Brown 
BEre. "WHSOR. cccccetccseedoors Sarah Padden 
Mir, Ws0R,. ..cccccccccsccccses Gordon Hart 
Ses, NOs 2h ki0d00cdeesacés Edmond Elton 
CNS 624395464540 600606600% Robert Elliott 
Hysterical Patient.......... Claire Rochelle 





Cbvious answer to this picture’s 
title is ‘no’ in big letters, if she has 
te endure as many nightmareish in- 
cidents as tossed together in this 
production. The film smacks of 
ien-twent-thirt meller excepting 
when Warren Hull grabs a chance to 
act. The film creaks as it slowly 
unfolds with elaborate, stagey ex- 
planations fer what happens sub- 
sequently. Which is the story of a 
doctor who stands valiantly by his 
profession no matter what the out- 


come. 

Even the exciting title will not 
help the everdrawn earlier episodes. 
Besides there is weakness in . 
direction and plot construction. Final 
reels are so much stronger than 
what’s. preceded that it’s hard to 
betieve it was all done by the same 
director and cast. 

Entire picture is overboard in ver- 
biage. It’s stilted, overly dramatic 
or heavily sacc . Dialog in- 
cludes such mouthings as ‘I Can’t 
hurt him, I love him tee much,’ 
‘Théy'li hold her for murder, of 
course, ‘Mary would want it that 
way,’ ‘Of course, we'll have to go to 
the police,’ ‘Please don’t say any 
more,” and ‘Now don’t make it any 
more difficult, 

Warren Hull does commendably 
as the forthright surgeon, actually 
overcoming several insipid love 
sequenees. Lester Mathews supplies 
a suave villain characterization as 
the scheming medico while Weldon 
Heyburn is such a ponderous heavy 
that the audience hissed him in this 
house. 

Apne Nagel, as the sweet young 
thing who grows up in ignorance of 
her mother’s past, features a patent- 
ly fixed English accent. She is in- 
clined to drop it in more dramatic 
scenes. Why the British inflection is 
not explained by story or any devel- 
opments. Mayo Methot is interest- 
ing as the second femme lead though 
handed some brutal closeups. Aileen 
Pringle, of silent days, does well 
with a bit, while Sarah Padden, 
stage vet, and Helen Brown are ef- 
fective in minor roles. Wear. 


TITLE CHANGES 


‘Smuggled Pn we Daag Me 
ug: argo’ re’ g for 
‘Meb Fury’ at ublic. 

‘The Roaring enties’ final han- 





- _ on Warners ‘The World Moves 
n ’ 


‘Midnight Flight’ went back to its 
original title, ‘Flight at Midnight,’ at 
Republic. 

‘Men in Serviee’ replaced ‘Coast 
Guard’ at Columbia. 

Warners switched from ‘Torchy’s 
Invitation to urder’ to ‘Torchy 
Gees to Town.’ 

‘Guilty Wemen’ substituted for 
‘Girls Without Names’ at Warners. 
‘Another Thin Man’ is latest tag 
on ‘The Return of the Thin Man’ at 


Metre. 
‘Ruler of the Seas’ became ‘Rulers 
of the Sea’ at Paramount. 


STORY BUYS 


; Holtywood, July 18. 

Universal bought ‘Before Your 
Eyes,’ by Roy Chanslor. 

Aleen Weistein sold her yarn, ‘And 
Se They Were Married,’ to Columbia. 

Republie acquired “Should Wives 
Work, for Higgins Family series, and 
‘Carelina Moon,’ by Harry Fraser, 








fer Gene Autry. 


—<——=2 
Inside Stuff—Pictur 

If the reported negotiations by Charles M. Weolf in London for e serie 
ef six pictures to be produced for Universal release in the U. S. is ae 
summated, deal will not have anything to do with Alexander Korda as cm 
as actual production is concerned. According to Murray Silverstone gen- 
eral manager of United Artists, Korda’s contract as one of the owners of 
UA prohibits him frem producing for any other company. 

The Woolf-Universal negotiations are being carried on with Denham 
Studios where the pictures -weuld be made, and involves studio facilities 
and possibly seme of Kerda’s producing personnel. As to the latter con- 
| tingency, Silverstone doubts that Korda will be able to make any of his 
staff of directors or technicians available for Woolf, inasmuch as he is 
undertaking the heaviest UA schedule of pictures in years. In addition to 
‘Sinners,’ a Merle Oberon production, which is one of the five pictures 
Korda is to make for next season, an additional picture with Miss Oberon 


will be preduced next spring, either for the coming season's delivery or 
for 1940-41. : 





Having a picture player under personal management is not as profitable 
as might seem from the tax reports. Ben Schulberg found that out re- 
cently in his deal with.Edward Arnold and allowed the actor to make an 
agency tieup. While a studio exec and producer, Schulberg put Arnold 
under seven-year contract after discovering him for films. Two years ago 
the covenant was adjusted and Arnold’s payoff from Schulberg was $3,000 
weekly. It hasn't worked to Schu!berg’s advantage of late so he termi- 
nated the contract. 








| Eastern talent offices bemoan the curtailment of the Federal Theatre 
| Project on the ground it provided a foothold for stage neophytes who 


otherwise would be unable to get actual stage experience. 

Although most New York talent executives say but a few were taken 
direct from FTP inio pictures, the Federal Theatre furnished a proving 
ground for aspirants. 

The Benjamin F. Glazers (Sharon Lynn, former screen actress) both 
deny any intention of a marital split, as was reported from the Coast. 
Both the playwright and his wife are currently in New York where Glazer 
is readying a new play for Broadway fall production. 

Singing femme star at 2 major studio is understood to have taken a huge 
salary cut to prevent her optien from lapsing. With only a few hours to go, 
the contract was saved but the paycheck took a trimming. 


39-40 Fiims In Good Shape 


While WB is likely to offer some 
pre-releases during August and early 
September on pictures to be sched- 
uled for later national dating, its 
release calendar calls for five ’38-39 
pictures during August, including 
‘Each Dawn I Die,’ Aug. 19, and 
‘Angels Wash Their Faces,’ set for 
Aug. 26. 


RKO and Universai 


‘Nurse Edith Cavell’ probably 
leads off the '39-40 product for RKO 
and may be rre-released in August. 
With the way production is rolling 
a*° RKO, it will have a steady flow of 
,early °39-40 film from Sept. 1 on 
, and some late ’38-39 pictures, such 
a. ‘Memory of Love’ and ‘Fifth Avee 
nue Girl,’ are probable for pre-re- 
leasing. This was done with ‘Bache- 
lor Mother,’ national release date on 
which ig Aug. 4. 

Universal is winding up its cur- 
rent (’38-39) schedule early, with 
complete delivery made, and will 
begin to roll the new semester with 
one of the following pictures: “The 
Underpup,’ ‘Bad Company,’ ‘Ha- 
walian Nights’ and ‘Mutiny on the 














(Continued from page 3) 





sticking to the minimum of 44 it is 
ebligated to furnish, is handing out 
six pictures between now and Sept. 
1. This ineludes. ‘Wizard of Oz,’ 
furnished as a this seasoh’s picture, 
which will be available to accounts 
toward the end ef August. Others 
are ‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ national 
date being July 28; ‘Andy Hardy 
Gets Spring Fever,’ July 21; ‘Lady 
of the Tropics, Aug. 4; “These 
Glamour Girls,’ Aug. 11, and “Mira- 
eles For Sale,’ Aug. 18. 

‘The Women,’ based on the Broad- 
way hit; is likely to lead Metro off 
on the ’39-40 product, with possibly 
some pre-release dates ahead of 
Labor Day on this one. Others that 
will be at the front of the ’39-40 re- 
leasing schedule are ‘Henry Goes 
Arizona,’ ‘Thunder Afloat,’ ‘Another 
Thin Man’ and ‘Dancing Co-Ed,’ all 
A’s also. 

WB and Par 

* "hile both Warner Lros, and Par- 
amount could actually begin their 
new seasons right now, they are 
waiting until later, with ’38-39 prod- 


uct to be delivered meantime, but 
20th-Fox is rushing right out at the | 
beginning of August with a national 
dating schedule. 20th has ’39-40 re- 


Black Hawk.’ All are major produc- 
tions on its schedule. ‘Underpup’ 
and ‘Bad Company’ are the pres- 
ent candidates for pre-releasing. 


UA a Bit Behind 





leases set from Aug. 4, believed to 
be earliest in history for the start of | 
any new season, all the way through | 
to Nov. 1. Another story in this) 
issue states that 20th-Fox is so far 
ahead on its new pictures that pro- 
duction schedule is coasting a while 
now. This company’s tmitialer for 
39-40, available to all its accounts 
Aug. 4, will be ‘Elsa Maxwell’s Hotel 
for Women.’ Other regular August 
releases, one a week and all on the 
38-40 program, are ‘Chicken Wagon 
Family,’ ‘Stanley and Livingstone’ 
and ‘Jones Family in Quick Mil- 
lions,’ followed for Labor Day by 


_Although behind on this year, 
United Artists will have ‘Inter- 
mezzo’ ready by Sept. 1 in all prob- 
ability, followed during the same 
month by ‘The Real Glory,’ ‘Thief 
of Bagdad’ and ‘Eternally Yours.’ 
A pre-release possibility may be 
‘Intermezzo’ some time in August. 
Also, UA may deliver ‘Man in Iron 
Mask’ as a °39-40 picture instead 
of on the current schedule. 
Columbia looks to have ‘Mr. 
Smith Goes to Washington’ as its 
39-40 leadoff picture ready by Sept. 
1 and put it out on pre-release 





‘Adventures of Sherlock Holmes.’ 
20th might upset viriually all pre- 
cedent with some pre-release dates | 
on new product the end of July. 


Par’s first national release date will | 
be ‘Beau Geste,’ Sept. 1, but will be 
pre-released during August. ‘Our| 
Leading Citizen,’ ‘Star-Maker,’ ‘Ge- 
ronimo,’ ‘Ruler of the Seas’ and ‘Ja- 
maica Inn’ will be others grven spe- 
cial preems as well a pre-release 
treatment. At this time Par has as | 
many as 13 pictures on the 1939-40) 
schedule already completed. 

Warners is in « similarly advanta- | 
geous position. The company could 
furnish ’39-40 pictures now, as could 
Par, with five top-braeket ‘A’ pro- 
ductions already in the cans. WB 
h.s not yet decided which picture 
will lead off the °39-40 parade, but 
it will be from among these: “The 
Old Maid,’ ‘Dust Be My Destiny,’ 
‘Lady and the Night,” ‘A Child Is 
Born’ and ‘Career Man,’ all with 
strong name talent and brought in 








at higher budgets. 


whether that will be the final na- 
tional date of availability or not 
It may also pre-release ‘Golden 


| Boy,’ based on the play, although 


this was promised as a °38-39 pic- 
cure and may be delivered as such 


|at a later date than usual. Present 


release date is Aug. 31. 
Mene and Republic 

Completing its °38-39 deliveries 
during August, Monogram will lead 
off the °39-40 session with either 
‘Rip Van Winkle’ or another top- 
bracketer, as yet untitled. It may 
also manage some pre-release <da- 
tings. 

First on the °39-40 schedule for 
Republic will probably be ‘Flag of 
Midnight,’ one of its bigger items. 
It may be ready toward the end 
of August, with possibility of some 
pre-release engagements under the 
wire before Sept. 1. This company 
is a little behind on deliveries on 
its regular feature product though 
well up on the long line of westerns 


' promised. 
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In 22 key cities 
“Second Fiddle’ has 


beaten the follow- 
| ing 20th Century- 
| Fox Pictures of this 
— season: 


KENTUCKY - MY LUCKY STAR 
ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL 
SUEZ - SUBMARINE PATROL _ 
ROSE OF WASHINGTON SQUARE 
THE LITTLE PRINCESS 
YOUNG MR. LINCOLN 
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MUTUAL PROTESTS ANEW THAT NBC 
CBS MAKE ‘COMPETITION’ IMPOSSIBLE 





L. B. Wilson’s Deal With 


Columbia Cited as Latest 


Example of Long-Term Binders — Between 
Networks and Affiliates 


— 





Mutual Network has intruded it- 
self into the changed Cincinnati 6it- 
uation resulting from the new con- 
tract alliances between WCKY and 
CBS and between WLW-WSAI and 
NBC by filing: a petition with the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion. The petition states that unless 
the commission stops NBC and CBS 
from making further long-term con- 
tracts before it hands down its find- 
ings on the recent monopoly hear- 
ing Mutual would be barred from 
obtaining comparable facilities for 
its programs and any competition 
from a third network would be ab- | 
solutely stifled. 

The Mutual petition declares that 
WCKY is supposed to have signa- 
tured last week a contract with CBS 
for 15 years subject to revision as to 
compensation each five years, while 
WLW-WSAI are required to clear 
gll their time for NBC, with the sec- 
ond station serving as the overfiow 
outlet. Mutual wants the commis- 
sion to order NBC and CBS not to 
signature any new contracts extend- 
ing beyond some reasonable time un- 
til the FCC puts out its monopoly 
findings. 

Wilson’s Deal 

As part of his contract with CBS, 
L. B. Wilson, WCKY owner, has 
agreed to buy WKRC, the CBS- 
owned in Cincinnati within 90 days. 
The reported price is $292,000, which, 
it is said, represents the difference 
between what Wilson would have 
got under his NBC-blue contract and 
the sum guaranteed him over the 
first five years of his CBS contract. 


NBC has not decided whether it 
will make an effort to retain WCKY 
as an affiliate for another two years, 
which period, it claims, the contract 
between Wilson and itself has yet 
to go. Impression prevailing in the 
trade is that CBS wouldn’t have 
closed with Wilson were it not con- 
vinced that NBC didn’t have a bind- 
ing agreement, 

Following the CBS-WCKY deal, 
it was also reported that Scripps- 
Howard might be induced to buy 
WKRC and move it to Columbus, O. 
latter development, i: was _ said, 
would be highly dubious unless the 
newspaper chain got the green light 
from the Woolf Bros., owner and 
operators of WBNS and WCOL, Co- 
lumbia. 





Everybody Happy in Cincy 
Cincinnati, July 18. 
WCKY switch from NBC to CBS 


has both the Crosley and L. B. Wil- 
son forces smiling. 


‘It’s a very nice solution to a per- 
plexing problem,’ said Jim Shouse, 
WLW-WSAI general manager, Mon- 
day (17), after official announcement 
of the deal was made locally. ‘The 
set-up should tend to eliminate petty 
antagonisms and, apparently bene- 
ficiai to all parties concerned, is 
ideal in that everybody gains. What 
could be sweeter?’ 


From L. B. Wilson came this com- 
ment: ‘By the new arrangement 
we're no longer in the hair of Cros- 
ley folk. The men in charge there 
are nice fellows and have a job to 
do and are doing it nicely.’ 

Asked who wes going to do what 
with WCKY and WKRC, Wilson re- 
plied that the answers were being 
worked out at CBS headquarters in 
NYC. 

Bill Schudt, general manager of 
WKRC, has been in the east for the 
past fortnight and was scheduled to 
vacash there until mid-August. 

Preparatory to upping WCKY’s 
power from 10,000 to 50,000 watts, 
Wilson smeared Greater Cincy with 
24-sheets heralding the power boost. 
Special paper was printed when it 
looked as if WCKY would continue 
in the NBC fold, along with Cros- 
ley’s 50,000-watt WLW and smallie 
WSAI. Now that the network trans- 
fer has been effected, cover-over 
sheets are being run off to acclaim 
WCKY’s CBS ‘relation. Top line of 

the bulletin board message reads: ‘As 
powerful as any station in the na- 
tion.’ : ° 





_ Emilie Caseres made his debut as 
musical conductor of WOAI, San An- 
tonio orchestra Saturday (15). 





_ 





Mutual vs. NBC 





At the NAB convention in At- 
Jantic City last week Phil Hen- 
nessey, NBC lawyer, passed 
Fred Weber, Mutual general 
manager who was seated off the 
Ambassador hotel lobby glanc- 
ing through a copy of the re- 
vised NAB code. Hennessey 
remarked, ‘What another station 
contract?’ 

‘No,’ retorted Weber, ‘Just an- 
other motion that I’m filing 
against NBC with the Federal 
Communication Commission. 
You'll have a copy of it tomor- 
row.’ 

Weber has been filing with the 
FCC a series of motions seeking 
to have the networks stopped 
from making any more station 
contracts until the commission 
had handed down its findings on 
the recent monopoly investiga- 
tion, 


ROY DURSTINE 
FORMS AGENCY 


Roy S. Durstine, who resigned as 
president of B.B.D. & O. several 
months ago, has opened his own 
agency. Name of the enterprise is 
Roy S. Durstine, Inc. With him at 
the beginning will be A. T. Gard- 
iner, formerly also of B.B.D. & O., 
and John Read Burr, who has been 
with Kenyon & Eckhardt, Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert and the Blackman 
Co. (now the Compton agency). 

Durstine for the past two months 
has been doing consultant work for 
General Motors, the N. Y. Times and 
NBC. He will retain these assign- 
ments, though they will not affect 
the accounts’ other agency relation- 
ships. 


Pilot’s Extra Towns 


Pilot radio is buying news periods 
in Philadelphia and Boston. Stations 
are still under discussions. 

Account has been using news on 
WOR, Newark, for the past five 
months, with its dealer list in the 
area expanding in that time from 12 
to over “600. 




















Paul Sullivan’s Golf Ripley 
Louisville, July 18. 

Paul Sullivan, WHAS news com- 
mentator, who goes CBS network in 
the fall for the Brown & Williamson 
Tobacco Co., realized a_ golfer’s 
dream Friday (14) by making a 
hole-in-one on the Audubon Country 
Club course, 

He used a No. 2 iron on the 170- 
yard bull’s-eye. This is his second 
season on the links. 





Stoop’s Mennen Show 





Col. L. Q. Stoopnagle star‘s for 
Mennen’s either Oct 13 or 20 on a 
Mutual hookup. It will be a Friday 
night half hour. 

H. M. Kiesewetter is the agency. 


TEEL SIGNS 
PROF. QUIZ 


Chicago, July 18. 
Prof. Quiz program has _ been 
bought by the Kastor agency, here, 
for Procter & Gamble’s Teel denti- 


frice and will switch to the account 
over a Columbia coast-to-coast set- 
up on Sept. 8 at 7:30 p.m. central 
time. 

Prof. Quiz program addition will 
not affect the present ‘Knicker- 
bocker Playhouse’ dramatic half- 
hour weekly which goes Columbia 
every Wednesday for Teel. Since be- 
ing shifted from Sunday to Wednes- 
day nights, the ‘Playhouse’ program 
has bettered its iistener rating and 
is expected to climb still further. 

Quiz which has been sponsored by 
Nash and Noxema will remain on 
the air as a sustainer until switch- 
ing to the dental liquid in Sept. Dea! 
for Quiz show was set in New York 
last week by Robert Jennings, of 
Kastor, and Bill Gernnant for Prof. 
Quiz (Craig Earl). 


BASEBALL SPIELERS 
HOLD ‘CONVENTION’ 


Kansas City, July 18. 

American Association of Baseball 
Broadcasters convened in Kansas 
City today in connection with the 
American Association all-star base- 
ball game. George Higgins, sports 
mouthpiece of WTCN, St. Paul, pre- 
sided at the meeting at Hotel Presi- 
dent, where announcc:s discussed 
pros and cons of baseball broadcast- 
ing. 

John Nebleit, WBNS, Columbus, is 
sec.-treas. of the organization, and 
membership includes” baseball an- 
nouncer in each town of the associa- 
tion, namely, Connie Desmond of 
WDPD, Toledo; Alan Hale of WISN, 
Milwaukee: Ed Gallagher of WCCO, 
Minneapolis; Don Hill of WAVE, 
Louisville; Vie Lund of WIRE, In- 
dianapolis, and Walt Lochman of 
KMBC-KCKN, Kansas City. 

















Green’s Musical Idea 


Hollywood, July 18, 

Howard J. Green, longtime screen 
writer, has concocted an idea musi- 
cal program for radio that has evok- 
ed the interest of several agencies. 
Show was waxed at NBC and ship- 
ped east, 

In the half-hour setup are Alan 
Mowbray, Mary Kirk, the Kings 
Men and Charles Maxwell and Don 
Clark as musical directors, 








WHO, Des Moines, 





After CBS had made a strong sales 
attempt to wean over the station, 
WHO, Des Moines 50,000-watter, has 
signatured another five-year con- 
tract with NBC. The new termer 
doesn’t take effect until the begin- 
ning of next year. 

Another current NBC affiliate that 
Columbia has been after is WFAA, 
Dallas 50,000-watter. CBS officials 
intensified their efforts during last 
week’s NAB convention in Atlantic 
City, with James M. Maroney, gen- 
eral manager of the Dallas News in- 
terests, as the objective, Also on the 
receiving end of Columbia blandish- 
ments at present is KFYR, Bismarck, 
NBC red and blue supplementary. 

WMT, Waterloo, will retain its 
Mutual affiliation when the station 





switches from NBC to Columbia in 
April, 1940. 


Renews NBC; 


Columbia Wooing WFAA, Dallas 





VASSAR PRESIDENT 
IN RADIO COMPANY 


Albany, N. Y., July 18, 

Poughkeepsie Broadcasting Corp. 
has been chartered (by the state) to 
conduct a general broadcasting busi- 
ness in Poughkeepsie, with Dr. 
Henry N. MacCracken, president of 
Vassar College, as a director and 
share holder. Capital stock is to be 
$25,500, 250 shares preferred $100 
par value, and 500 shares common, 
$1 par value. 

Directors, in addition to MacCrac- 
ken, are John B. Grubb and Attor- 
ney Richard E. Coon both of Pough- 
keepsie. 











ne 


Second Best’ Stations Got the Biz 





Partner in an advertising agency handling a tobacco account Jast 
week took the station rep business to task in explaining to fellow- 
admen how he came to buy the ‘second best’ group of stations in a par- 
ticular regional market. Exhibiting a sheaf of correspondence that had 
passed between him and a leading station sales rep, the agency man 
stated that from this experience he gathered the impression that this 
particular rep’s office had become so thoroughly enervated with getting 
business the easier way, namely, over the transom, that it has de- 
veloped an amazing delinquency at giving efficient and quick service. 

The correspondence showed that the regional market information 
sought had been requested for weeks and that when the rep’s office 
did finally answer it stated that the individual handling this advertising 
agency was very busy on something else at the present time but an at- 


tempt would be made soon to obtain the required info. 


The attitude 


of the rep organization, said the agency partner, at first surprised and 
amused him, but as pressure increased from the tobacco account he 
had to abandon his sense of indulgence and start looking in another, 
if not so favorable, direction. The agency man couldn’t understand why 
the rep, if so heavily occupied with other business, couldn't step up 
organizational efficiency and see that his stations got all the breaks by 


adding extra help. 


In any event the agency partner waited three weeks before calling 
in the eastern sales spokesman for the second best group of stations. 








Lohr, Trammel Agree to Meet NBC : 
Blue Affiliates in N. Y. on Aug. 29 





ANOTHER ‘MARTIAN’ RUMOR 


Houston Has a Flurry When “Dr. 
Susan’ Fiction Is Taken as Fact 
Houston, July 18. 

Orson Welles’ ‘Martian invasion’ 

incident of last fall was duplicated 








Affiliated stations of NBC's blue 
(WJZ) network will meet with NBC 
higher-ups in New York Aug. 29 for 
a discussion of the former’s demand 
for a revision of their schedules of 
network time obligations. The affili- 


| ates want the web to allow for more 
| local 


option periods during the 


here on a smaller scale last week,| choice evening stretch so that they 


when a woman who heard only part 
| periods in the event they are sold to 


o% the CBS serial, ‘Dr. Susan,’ started 
a rumor that Houston’s water supply 
had been contaminated. Water de- 
partment officials begen wondering 
what was up when the telephone 
suddenly began ringing with cus- 
tomers wanting to know if the city 
water supply was safe. 

Eventually, they discovered the 
flurry was caused by an inattentive 
listener to the serial in a chapter of 
which Dr, Susan was carrying on 
her own _ investigations in her 
imaginary town. In the fiction story 
she discovers the water supply has 
become contaminated with typhoid 
germs, 

Newspaper announcements by 
sanitary engineers to the effect that 
samples of city water are checked 
daily in laboratories served 1o quiet 
the rumors. 


Coughlin Not Directly 
Answering E. Roosevelt; 
Curran Will Substitute 


Father Charles Coughlin yesterday 
(Tuesday) declined Mutual's offer 
of a hookup to answer a blast that 
Elliott Rooseveit had directed at the 
Detroit priest last Saturday night 
(15). First Father Coughlin said 
that he didn’t want to talk in a 
spot paid for by Emerson radio and 
then when a sustaining period was 
made available to him he stated 
that he wouldn’t go on at all but leave 
it to his Brooklyn colleague, Father 
E. L. Curran, to answer Roosevelt’s 
Statement on the Detroit priest’s 
regular Sunday hookup. 

Young Roosevelt scored Father 
Coughlin for his anti-Semitic propa- 
ganda and charged him with specu- 
lating in silver purchases recently 
while using his air outlet to attack 
the anti-silverites on the moneiary 
question. 


SERUTAN ON 32 


Austin & Spector Adding 21 Markets 
Sept 11 

















Serutan (Healthaids, Inc.) is add- 
ing 21 additional markets to its list 
through Austin & Spector Sept. 11, 
making it a total of 32 towns in the 
account’s spot campaign. It will use 
recorded versions of Victor Lindlar, 
died spieler, on a basis of five half- 
hours a week. 

Another series with Norman Bro- 
kenshire, now on WOR, Newark, will 
be extended by the wax route to 
four other cities about the same time. 
This one will be for five quarter- 
hours a week. 





Pat Ballard returns to Fred War- 
ing’s organization as special material 
writer July 28. That renews an as- 
sociation started 15 years ago when 
both were at University of Pennsyl- 
vania. 





can guarantee the security of such 


other than network clients. 


Date of the New York meeting 
was set at a gathering between blue 
affiliates and NBC officials, including 
Lenox Lohr and Niles Trammel, dur- 
ing last week’s convention of the 
National Association of Broadcasters 
in Atlantic City. It is understood 
that the network suggested this date 
because it figures that by Aug. 29 
it will be able to have at least six 
new blue accounts under contract, 


SOUP TAKES 
MORE RADIO 


Campbell Soup Co. has two day- 
time serials set to go on CBS. One 
is ‘Meet the Dixons’ (Franco-Amer- 
ican spaghetti), 9:15-9:30, starting 
July 31, and the other is ‘Donna 
Curtis’ (Campbell Soup), 11:15- 
11:30, starting Sept. 11. Both will 
be on a five-times-a-week sched- 
ule. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan has the spa- 
ghetti account, while ‘Curtis’ will be 
supervised by the Ward Wheelock 
agency. 











BROADCASTERS’ CUFFO 


N. ¥. World’s Fair Takes 36¢@ On 
Free Ride 








Broadcasters expressed high &#p- 
preciation of the handsome gesture 
paid them last Friday (14) by the 
New York World’s Fair. Members 
of the N. A. B. were invited during 
their Atlantic City convention early 
in the week to a day’s outing at the 
expo. Only requirement was they 
register in advance. Some 300 radio 
men and wives showed up. 

Entirely cuffo, the delegation was 
taken around the grounds in Grey- 
hound buses, visiting the perisphere, 
railroad and General Electric shows, 
having cocktails on Henry Ford and 
dinner on the Fair. Grover Whalen, 
John Young addressed them, and 
Harry Wilder, of WSYR, Syracuse, 
responded, Eton Boys, Fats Waller 
and Jerry Danzig-Dave Driscoll en- 
tertained the diners, 

In the evening they went to Gen- 
éral Motors and the Aquacade, and 
there wasn’t a penny’s cost all the 


No Jolson Deal 


George Washington Hill, American 
Tobacco prez, has decided to con- 
tinue with the Lucky Strike Hit Pa- 
rade as now composed on CBS Sat- 
urday nights, 

Al Jolson was auditioned for him, 
but the event didn’t take. 
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SILLY 


In the light of the smart planning revealed by the National | 
Association of Broadcasters in other directions, the Atlantic | 
City convention impresarios marred an otherwise nice impres- | 

| 





sion by adopting the silly measure of barring the press from a 
couple of mass meetings. ‘he barring was made to seem even 
more boyish by the circumstance that the meetings in question 
were extremely tepid affairs. The masterminds responsible for 
this ostrich-like assumption that, by hiding themselves from 
the press, the generous posterior of broadcasting becomes in- 
visible, ought to brush up on their knowledge of how reporters 
invariably react to such a challenge, 


| 
' 
| 
} 
| 


Why bar the press from meetings attended by hundreds of 
delegates? What does it accomplish that is worth the encour- 
agement to an unfriendly attitude by reporters? Surely nobody 
at N. A. B. is naive enough to think that anything of impor- 
tance that might be said under such circumstances would be, | 
or could be, ‘secret’? It’s as public as Grand Central terminal | 
to start with, so why the amateur press relations and the big | 


lodge night hocus-pocus ? 





As for the physical absence of the press encouraging timid | 
broadcasters to get up and speak more frankly, that sounds like | 
a joke. Timid broadcasters never speak under any encourage- 
ment, and those who have something to say and are good at it, | 
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THE ARBITER 


Blast Against | 
ASCAP — Latter Replies 
He Wants to Escape All 
Payments—Craney Two 
Years in Arrears—Frolich 
Gives Senator Insight Into 
What ‘Per Program’ 
Checking Might Mean 





UNIQUE MEETING 








Washington, July 18. | 
Conflicting reports have come out | 
of the meeting last week in which} 
Senator Burton K. Wheeler of Mon- | 
tana presided as an unofficial eel, 
eree between Ed Craney, operator 
of KGIR, Butte, Mont., and president 


AP VERBAL DUEL 





Important Radio-Music Decision 





It is assumed by New York broadcasters that the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters will appeal the decision 
of Federal Judge Leibell in the case of RCA Victor against 
Paul Whiteman and WNEW,N.Y. Under the court’s find- 
ing radio stations may not broadcast phonograph records 
without the permission of the manufacturer or both the 
manufacturer and the interpretive artist. 

The NAB had intervened in the case on WNEW’s side 


and was represented at the trial by Stuart Sprague. 


Latter 


lawyer went on a vacation last Friday (7), the day that 
Judge Leibell released his findings, and is not expected 


back until Aug. 15. 


Detailed story on the findings is contained in the music 
section of this issue of VARIETY. 





ae 





Independents to Hold Convention In 


Chicago: Prelims Up Aug. 4in N.Y. 





NEW MUTUAL LINKS 





frequently want the greatest, not the least, publicity for their 


remarks. 








| a ‘ 
S ;Gene Buck and Attorney Louis | wunn, Cisler, Draughton Signature 
| Frohlich, representing the Ameri-| With Fred Weber 
| we ; _ #3 » | 
_|can Society of Composers, Aut*ors 
Broadcasters who themselves stand under constant threat of | and Publishers. The meeting took} with three outlets 


censorship make an awkward group-picture when they make a 
‘secret’ of nothing in particular. 


thing? 


This is hick press relations. 


place in Wheeler’s offices here and | 


l | tucky-Tennessee areas Slated to join 
Are they ashamed of some- | became a verbal duel between the 


| spirit in one of the harassment ma- |The newcomer trio are WLAP, Lex- 
against ASCAP, and the) ington, WGRC, Louisville-New Al- 
——— | spokesmen for the perfcriring rights) bany, and WSIX, Tenn. 


|} neuvers 








(’KEEFE IN N. Y. 
FOR LIFEBUOY 
SEPT. 19 


Walter O'Keefe has been signa- 
tured by Ruthrauff & Ryan to head 
up the new Tuesday night Life 





| society. All three contracts were closed by 


I 1 di ion S ‘ed Weber, Mutual g.m., at th 
Four Carolina Stations, GP ce congener ean tuclines 441 ate ccateabtieeet’ tank pao with 
In Regional Loop, Added 


| feel that the legal position of ASCAP |} Gillmore Nunn signing for WLAP, 
| was strong and that of Craney, who|S. A. Cisler for WGRC and Jack 
es |is two years in arrears on ASCAP| Draughton for WSIX. 
To Mutual Dixie Leg royalty payments, is otherwise. But | os 

|according to another version the | 
| senator emerged from the session a_'| 

og ae N. pnt ht a confirmed advocate of the per-pro- GULF RENEWS 
Four North Carolina stations ha graam method of compensation for | 
formed the Southern Broadcasting | nucic use. In the latter connection 








system. Each station will feed to all it is reported Wheeler would favor 
various daily programs. Comprising and urge revival of the old sa 





the new radio network are stations ‘ ; : ; 
WSTP, Salisbury; WSOC, Charlotte; |°™ment ‘monopoly’ action against 
WAIR, Winston-Salem, and WRAL, 
Raleigh. 


ASCAP. 
Craney was accompanied by Phil | 
Loucks, lawyer for the National As- | 


Buoy show (CBS) which will ema- 
nate from New York starting Sept. 
19, No other talent has been set 
for the stanza. 

On the matter of music it hadn’t 
been decided whether it will be 
coming name dance band or a pro- 
duction combination with a_ free- 
lance maestro. O’Keefe recently 
completed a 29-week run for Ethyl 


The same four stations also com- 
prise a new southern leg of the Mu- 
tual network and the same lines will 
be used for both arrangements. 


RAYMOND PAIGE’S 99 
END RUN ON AUG. 18 











with Andre Kostelanetz, 


D’ARTEGA’S 80 NBC 
STATIONS FOR JETTICK 


Enna Jettick Shoe has contracted 
for an 80-station hookup on the NBC 
red (WEAF) network starting Aug. 
20. It Pony use D’Artega plus the | 
remainder of the cast that the ac- | 
count had in the program which = $ 
ene ina progam. which) = Arvesiod-Fer $62.92 | 
early this year. 

Others were Jimmy Shields, Norse- 
men quartet and Rosamond Ames, Alpheus Triggs, WCPO announcer, | 
style commentator, Marschalk & wo. arrested Saturday (15) on a. 
Pratt is the agency. |charge of embezzlement preferred by | 


Paul Scherer, bookkeeper of the. 
Resigned or Fired? 


Peoria (Ill.) Broadcasting Co., where | 
Cleveland, July 18. 


Triggs formerly was engaged. | 
Amount involved is $62.52. 
Spieler was pinched by local de- | 
tectives after doing a pre-baseball 
Although he was one of WTAM’s | game program. 
top veteran announcers, Russell B. 
Weiss and the station parted last 
Week in a terrific huff. Studio when | 
quizzed said he merely resigned and 
Save no details. 





U. S. Rubber Co. folds its CBS 
show, ‘99 Men and a Girl,’ starring | 
Raymond Paige, Aug. 18, after a run 
of 26 weeks. Attempt was made to. 
get the account to extend the cam- | 
paign to Labor Day and when this | 
failed Campbell-Ewald, agency on 
the account, handed the cancella- 
tion notice last week. 

Tire manufacturer will likely be. 
back on next spring. | 











Cincinnati, July 18. | 














Jim Harvey’s Prize 
Philadelphia, July 18. 


_ jective was to get out of paying any- | 
thing to ASCAP. 


| In telling the story of ASCAP’s lit- | 


TONY STANFORD WILL 
HEAD LONDON BRANCH 


| 


|igatory and legislative troubles in| 


| cerned. 


sociation of Broadcasters to the meet- 
ing. Before the discussion got down to 
the current points of conflict, the 
two sides reviewed the whole Mon- 
tana situation as it affects ASCAP. 
Craney argued that ASCAP’s present 
licensing system was unfair in that 
it did not confine its commercial fees 


to programs using its catalogs. He) 


also stated that he believed that the 
fee on network commercial pro- 
grams should be paid at the source 


and that the same method should | 


apply in the case of sponsored tran- 
scriptions. 
Attacks Craney 





Frohlich retorted that it looked to 


GUILD 


Guif returns the Screen Actors 
Guild show to its Sunday night spot 
on CBS Sept. 24. Deal is the same 


as last year’s. Motion Picture Re- 
lief Fund will collect $10,000 per 
broadcast. Series this time will run 
at least 26 weeks and a possible 39 
weeks, while last season it did 
but’ 22. 

Account will as usual pay extra 
for the orchestra headed by Oscar 
Bradley and the regular m.c., who 
is yet to be picked. Stars for the 


him as though Craney’s only ob- initial program won't be set for an- 


If network pro- | 
grams and transcriptions were| 
cleared at the source and since news, 
sports and public events programs | 
required no music, Craney would | 
certainly have no need of ASCAP. ' 


Montana Frohlich and Buck charged | 


that Craney and his local colleagues 
were using the Montana courts and 
legislature for their selfish ends. | 
Craney rejoined that that wasn’t so: 
they were merely trying to protect 
themselves from ASCAP’s unfair 


| and oppressive conditions. 


In replying to Craney’s talk about 
having to pay for something that he 


, doesn’t use Frohlich pointed out that 


ASCAP favors the present blanket 


| contract because it is the cheapest 


and most expedient for all con- 
If the broadcasters insist on | 


a per program contract they will 


other few weeks. Young & Rubicam 
is the agency. 

Tune Twisters join Gulf’s sum- 
mer show this Sunday (23) for the 
remainder of the 13-week cycle. 





Hollywood, July 18. 
Tony Stanford, for the past five 
years producer for J. Waiter 





in the Ken- | body. 


j 


| 








Philadelphia, July 18. 

Platform and organization com- 
mittee of the Independent Radio Net- 
work Affiliates have completed plans 
for an early fall convention of the 
IRNA chairman Samuel R. 
Rosenbaum, prez of WFIL, has called 
an organizing committee meeting in 


conflicting points of view of a rebel- Sept. 24 Mutual will have a total of | New York City Aug 4. He named to 
lious broadcaster, now the leading/ 121 stations carrying its programs.| the group H. K. Carpenter, WHK, 


Cleveland; Arthur B. Church, KMBC, 
Kansas City; Walter J. Damm, 
WTMJ, Milwaukee; John A. Ken- 
nedy, WCHS, Charleston, W. Va.; 
Paul Morency, WTIC, Hartford; John 
A. Shephard, 3d, Yankee Network, 
and himself. 

Committee at its New York meet- 
ing will prepare a preliminary draft 
of proposals to be presented to the 
IRNA convention, which will prob- 
ably be held in Chicago at the same 
time as the industry meeting which 
is tentatively set for early Septem- 
ber to discuss the ASCAP situation. 
Rosenbaum declared the draft will 
be circulated to all 357 network af- 
filiates before Sept. 1 so that they 
can be acted upon intelligently at the 
convention, 

Rosenbaum also made a personal 
plea that all affiliates submit opin- 
ions and suggestions concerning sev- 
eral items of paramount importance 
to IRNA members—proposal for pay- 
ment of copyright tax at the source, 
payment of copyright tax only on 
programs using ASCAP music, elimi- 
nation of ‘free rider’ network spot 
announcements and elimination of 
network chain break free announce- 
ments by network advertisers. 


Quaker Oats Brings In 
Riggs Sept. 4; ‘Carters’ 
Ovaltines Again Sept. 25 


Chicago, July 18. 

Several time renewals set for fall 
radio by Chicago agencies. ‘Quaker 
Party’, with Tommy Riggs, will be 
back on NBC-Red web on Sept. 4, 
which means the shifting of that 
show from Saturday to Monday 
nights at 7 p.m. CDST. Set through 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency which on 
Aug. 7 will put ‘Dick Tracy’ show 
in the Monday night spot for a four- 
week spree. 

‘Carters of Elm Street’, five a week 
strip for Ovailtine will be back on 








Sept. 25 at 11 a.m. central standard 

Thompson, goes to London next | : a — 

month to head the agency's radio | time, through Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
| mert Agency. 


department there and injéct Ameri- 
can methods into the company’s 
programs in Europe. He will pro- 


| duce the firm’s transcriptions made 


in London for Luxemborg and Nor- 
mandy stations. 

Stanford jointed JWT in 1925, pro- 
ducing the first Lux show. He later 


Weiss, who was on staff for nine 
years, was not so reticent or polite. 
I didn’t resign—I was unfairly fired 
and I don’t care who knows it,’ he 
indignantly said, but .reasons are 
still a mystery. 








Arthur Simon in Hospital 
n Arthur Simon, g.m. of WPEN, 
: hilly, entered a New York hospital 
ast week for an operation. 

He'll be out about a month.. 


Jim Harvey, of the KYW program 


3 et it, but th st i 
‘department, is offering a new car 2 € cost is bound t prove 


in ogee Be almost prohibitive to them, stated 
or . |Frohlich. As things now stand the 
Three weeks ago he bought a new |b janket contract gives them unlimit- 


i i he did with it was | + - 

ies ae y. Fair whore be a use of the ASCAP repertoire, and 
|took some photos of the flags flying ASCAP 5 with all checking on 
lover the Ford exhibit. When the $ part. With a per program 
iF P flered ; f agreement ASCAP, said Frohlich, 
'Ford company Offere prizes for ld h 
‘pictures, Harvey submitted his. He WU! have to install an extensive 

-s0te first prize—a new Ford, ex- checking service and the cost of 
| actly like the one he had just ™aintaining a check of this sort on 


| bought. (Continued on page 28) 


switched to Rudy Vallee and Kellogg 
Circle, recently participating in the 
writing and _ production of the 
agency’s coast shows. . 








Agnes Moorehead Better 


ill during a broadcast week-before- 
last, has left the hospital. 
regularly on ‘This Day Is Ours’ and 
‘Valiant Lady,’ besides making spot 
appearances on ‘Aunt Jenny.” 


' 


| 


| 
| 


! 


Agnes Moorehead, who was taken | 


Red Heart dogfood will repeat the 
Bob Becker dog chats on the NBC 
red web starting Oct. 5 at 2:45 p.m. 
over a 30-station hook-up. . Set 
through Henri, Hurst & McDonald 
agency. 


PALMOLIVE PONDERS 
RETURN TO NBC BLUE 


Palmolive may return to the NBC 
blue (WJZ) link after a four year’s 








| absence. 


Is again 


Discussions so far have been 


limited to periods available and the 
number of stations that could be pro- 
vided for a cross-country hookup. 
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FCC SCATHINGLY SARCASTIC 


RADIO 








SPOKESMEN TESTIFY ON SHORTWAVE RULE 


Neville Miller Roughed Up in Four-Hour Ordeal— 


Commissioners Repeatedly Reveal Deep Resent- 


ment at Broadcasters, 


Networks 








Washington, July 18. 

Faint hope that the FCC will ac- 
tually relieve international broad- 
casters of the threat of license de- 
nial unless they act as amateur diplo- 
mats and missionaries was enter- 
tained in industry circles this week 
following conclusion of a reluctant- 
ly-held hearing filled with sarcasm 
and mutual animosity. Rule require- 
ing DX-ers to ‘reflect American cul- 
ture’ and promote ‘goodwill’ was 
suspended temporarily, however, un- 
til the regulators can ponder the 
suggestions and criticism. 

Unusual atmosphere in which the | 
proceeding was held startled indus- 
try leaders and veteran observers, 
with the obvious resentment of the 
Commish irritating the participants. 
Never before have the regulators 
and the broadcasters swapped such 
punches. 

General revolt against the FCC 
was suggested outside the hearing 
room as the testy members grew 
increasingly belligerent and queru- 
Jous. Attorneys for some of the par- 
ticipants were on the verge of with- 
drawing in protest, while talk was 
heard that some short-wavers will, 
turn in their tickets and quit oper- 
ating if the Commish persists in di- 
recting them to comply with regu- 
lations which they fear will bring 
retaliation in the future. 


Like a ‘Contempt’ Trial 


The proceeding seemed for sev- 
eral hours like a contempt trial, par- 
ticuiarly while Neville Miller was 
being grilled sharply about the 
NAB’s fears that the international 
rule will be abused and sets a prece- 
dent for control over programs of 
domestic transmitters. Neville Mil- 
ler was roughed up on account of 
his outspoken letter condemning the 
regulations and challenging the 
Commission’s authority to lay down 
such rigid standards of ‘public in- 
terest, convenience, and necessity.’ 

The networks also became targets 
for the regulators’ ire, which con- 
vinced observers and participants 
that there is beyond doubt a grow- 
ing hostility within the FCC toward 
chain operators. Although Fred 
Thompson was the most unfriendly, 
Commissioners Norman S. Case, 
Paul A. Walker, and George Henry 
Payne also bayoneted witnesses and 
attorneys. Chief victims were Frank 
E. Mason, vice-president of NBC, 
and Frederick A. Willis, assistant to 
the President of CBS. 


Networks’ Dread 

Tenor of the networks’ case was 
that, because of uncertainty about 
the way the Commish will apply 
the rule, they cannot follow previ- 
dus operating practices. Constant 
dread of being sand-bagged because 
their concepts are different from the 
Commission’s idea of what promotes 
goodwill and reflects culture was 
described by Mason and Willis. Both 
sought—but were denied when gag- 
rules were adopted—to give con- 
crete examples by relating certain 
individual features carried in the 
past. 

The sharpest attack on the FCC 
in many months was made by 
Thomas Austern, counsel for the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
which brought about reconsideration 
of the rule. In an argument which 
contained general criticism of the 
regulators’ attitude, he warned that 
the Bill of Rights is more sacred 
than the Communications Act. If 
the price to be paid for engaging in 
international broadcasting is nulli- 
fication of free speech, the United 
States should stick to the home 
grounds, he pointedly advised the 
Commish. ms 

‘Gold Content’ Taunt 

Only applause for the rule came 
from Rev. Edward Lodge Curran, 
president of the International Cath- 
olic Truth Society of Brooklyn, and 
S. Howard Evans, secretary of the 
National Committee gor Education 
by Radio. Assailing both the NAB 
and the ACLU, Father Curran—a 
noted enemy of the industry and 
frequent critic of the FCC—main- 
tained that the best interests of 
Americanism and the New Deal re- 
quire strict control over programs 

short-waved to foreign audiences 
and declared opponents of the rule 
are solely concerned about the ‘gold 


ing start Friday (14) when Acting 
Chairman Thad H. Brown, 
nouncing temporary suspension of 
the rule, disclaimed any idea of cen- 
sorship and explained the Commish | 


for the guidance of the DX-ers and | 
the measurement of their perform- | 
ances. Immediately following this 
assertion, Swager Sherley, special 
counsel for the NAB, offered a | 
motion to amend the regulation and 
call off the hearing. His proposal 
—that the Commish limit the offen- 
sive rule to a mere statement that 
international stations shall render 
an international service—was ‘taken | 
under advisement’ and the proceed- 
ing continued. 

Shirking Duties 
Throughout the testimony, Com- 
missioner Thompson took the view 
that the protesting industry mem- 
bers are trying to shirk duties and 
Commissioner Walker kept asking 
what discomfort or inconvenience 
the: operators have suffered dur- 
ing the six weeks they have been 
subject to the rule. To a lesser ex- 





'entire membership, and suggested | 


and the industry should knuckle 
under without protest. The Monte- 
video agreement—which reserved 
the Pan-Amervican frequencies for 
the purposes set forth in the as- 





sailed rule but does not apply to 
the bulk of channels covered in the 
new regulations—was thrown at the | 


sions. 
Deep resentment over the letter | 
attacking the rule was shown clear- 


Under Commissioner Thompson’s | 
leadership, the Commish sought to | 
find out who inspired the blast, 
quarreled about the NAB president’s 
authority to send it, and complained 
about its release to the press. 
Thompson repeatedly insisted on 
knowing whom Miller consulted, 
raised the point that it was not laid 
before the Board of Directors or 
submitted via a referendum to the 


the trade association head is noth- 
ing more than a chain-controlled 
marionette. The Commish was not 
satisfied with evidence that Miller’s 
action received unanimous endorse- 
ment at the Atlantic City conven- 
tion, while Thompson demanded 
such particulars as the vote and 
identity of individuals approving, 
the resolution. 
Miller’s Advisors 


Maintaining he had no intention 


eral individuals, although not poll- 
ing the directorate, before sending 
the protest. Among them were 
Harry W. Butcher and Frank M. 
Russell, local vice-presidenis of 
CBS and NBC; Duke M. Patrick, 
counsel] for Crosley Corp., and Leon 
Levy, principal owner of WCAU, 
Philadelphia. Many others were 
contacted, however, or called NAB 
headquarters to express their opin- 
ions, he added. 

The manner in which the rule 
was adopted drew criticism from 
Miller, First the trade body knew 
about the proposal to erect stand- 
ards was a few hours before the 
regulations were published, Miller 


an-| network execs on numerous OcCa-| said, although it had been under- 


stood as a result of conversations 
with Chairman Frank R. McNinch 
that NAB would be consulted be- 


desired simply to create a yardstick | ly while Miller was on the stand. |fore any such step was taken. No 


move was made to consult the short- 
wave licensees, who had banded to- 
gether under NAB auspices in an- 
ticipation of a conference about new 
rules, he pointed out. 


While the Miller letter caused most 
of the irritation, the Commish also 
was burned by publication of a col- 
lection of newspaper editorials con- 
demning the culture-goodwill re- 
quirement. Commissioner Thompson 
brought up this matter several] times, 
asking whether any attempt was 
made to gather only hostile remarks, 
The fact that the NAB sent copies 
of Miller’s letter to 3,000 individuals 
on the mailing list—including all 
members of Congress — prompted 
more hostile queries and observa- 
tions from the bench. 

Although he was on the stand ap- 
proximately four hours, Miller had 
almost no chance to discuss the rule 
in question. General policies of NAB 


tent, Commissioners Case and | 


CONVENTION WAS GENTEEL ... 


Atlantic City, July 18. 

Topic which dominated the parting conversations of 
delegates to last week’s convention of the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters at the Ambassador hotel, At- 
lantic City, was not the code or anything else on the 
official agenda but the radical change in the conduct 
and attitudes of the attending members. Contrasted 
with the old convention days, the NABites, it was re- 
marked, comported themselves with a comparative 
sobriety, dignity and seriousness that almost suggested 
a conclave of the Epworth League. 

It was all interpreted as a sign that broadcasters as 
a class have at last realized the position that has been 
accorded them in the American community and that 
they, consciously or otherwise, are now inclined to 
wear this cloak with all the aplomb of a newspaper 
publisher, or a country banker. 

While the stuff flowed as freely as ever, the boys 
kept themselves well under control, There were ex- 
ceptions but these were negligible. Missing were the 
oldtime brawls, the cavortings through the hotel halls 
and the early morning hammering on one another's 
doors which went with the quest for somebody to join 
’em in a nightcap. Only challenge that a boardwalk 
cop got was from a guy that had come down to look 
for a job. (P. S. He didn’t get it.) Meetings were 
heavily and promptly attended and the practically 
unanimous opinion at adjournment was that something 
tangible and significant had been accomplished by the 
convention. ‘ 

Other causes advanced for the change in atmosphere 
were the revised structure of the NAB as a trade or- 
ganization and the infiltration into station operation in 
recent years of a new type of business executive. With 
a highly paid president to head up the works, the NAB 
can now boast of a setup that is on its way. 

As for the shift in station executive levels, it is a 
repetition of the familiar tale of what happens when 
the adjunct or sideline of a major interest becomes 
financially successful. At the advent of the sideline, 
the least important employee or employees of the main 
business, such as newspaper publishing, for instance, 
were shunted over to the new undertaking. Where 
the early birds have been able to keep allaround pace 
with the growth of the new undertaking (the station) 
they have retained top position. But, on the other 
hand, as the adjunct has developed consistently size- 
able profits and assumed important local stature the 
general tendency has been to move over as No. 1 men 
the gilded executives of the parent organization. 


THE SHOW ALMOST WASN'T ... 


The show which went with the NAB’s dinner 
Wednesday night (12) was entirely of vaudeville per- 
suasion. Only two of the acts, Felix Knight and Jane 
Picl2ns, were out of radio. The bill had been put to- 
gether by Nat Abrahamson, of WOR-Mutual, Paul Ross, 
of the CBS artists bureau, and Sam Ross, of the NBC 
Artists Service. Henny Youngman emceed the event 
and was consistently diverting after he stopped local 
allusions to Lindy’s. The only fault with the proceed- 
ings was that it ran too long (two hours) and centained 
too much dancing, but the driftouts from in front were 
paltry throughout this stretch. 

Earlier in the day it looked as though the show 
would have to be called off. While inquiring for an 
orchestra from the Atlantic City local, it was learned 
by the bookers that the Ambassador had been put on 
the forbidden list by the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians because of the hotel's refusal to hire a stipu- 








content’ of broadcasting tickets. 
The hearing was off to a surpris- 


lated number of regular musicians. Bert Henderson, 
of the AFM’s home office, was appealed to by phone 


Payne indicated they share the view | of embarrassing the regulators, Mil- 
that the apprehension is unfounded ‘ler testified he had consulted sev- 
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ECHOES OF A WELL-BEHAVED N. A.B. 





and broad views on duties of licen- 
sees were about the only pertinent 








and he waived the designation on the ground that the 
broadcasters were big employers of musicians and 
should not be deprived of entertainment because of the 
Ambassador’s stand. Another threatening cloud over 
the show was the report received earlier in the day 
that the car carrying some of the girls in the Jeanette 
Hackett Revue had broken down in upper New York 
State, but these made connections in time to make the 
NAB date. 

The other acts on the bill were McDonald & Ross, 
Buster Shaver with Olive and George, Senator Ford, 
the Jansleys, the Debonairs, Bob Hall, and the Gracella 
Dancers. Bob Stanley, of WOR’s staff, conducted, and 
Harry Scharf, contractor at the same station, was the 
accompanist. 


‘BE CALM’ SAYS KLAUBER .. . 


Meeting on copyright brought forth the customary 
dart throwing at the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. The broadcasters voted to 
authorize Neville Miller, NAB prez, and the NAB copy- 
right committee, to press for a provision in the new 
ASCAP contract which will restrict the application of 
ASCAP’s commercial fee to programs using ASCAP 
music. 

Edward Klauber, CBS executive v.p., was called on 
to express the viewpoint of the networks. He im- 
portuned the broadcasters not to get hysterical about 
the issue and stated that when it (the negotiations for 
the new contract) blew over all of them (the broad- 
casters and the networks) and ASCAP would still be in 
business. Despite the locking out of the press from 
the meeting, the release of steam on the ASCAP issue 
was less violent than it has been in previous conven- 
tions. Some attendees were of the opinion that the 
absence of the newsmen largely accounted for the com- 
parative restraint. A sizzling blast at ASCAP had al- 
— been good for some personal space, if not a head- 

ne, 


RESOLUTIONS, ELECTIONS . . . 


On the final day ¢Wednesday) the convention went 
on record as being opposed to the FCC’s new rules for 
regulating international broadcasts. It also passed a 
resolution thanking the commission for extending the 
station’s license to a year and stating that the broad- 
casters would continue to fight for a three-year license. 

Following the adjournment of the convention the 
NAB board met and agreed to work out a detailed plan 
for code compliance. The plan will be announced at 
the next session of the board in September. 

Don S. Elias, WWNC, Asheville, defeated Ed Craney, 
KGIR, Butte, as a delegate from the regional group to 
the board of directors at large. Other new electees 








to this board are Frank Russell, NBC; George W. Nor-} 


ton, WAVE, Louisville; Harold V. Hough, WBAP, Ft. 
Worth; Harry Spence, KXRO, Aberdeen, Wash., and 
John Elmer, WCBM, Baltimore. , 


LAMBDIN KAY’S DODO CLUB .. . 


Lambdin Kay, WBS, Atlanta, turned out the conven- 
tion’s No. 1 wag and playboy. His major interest was 
the launching of his Dodo Club, with those who have 
been in broadcasting prior to 1923 eligible for mem- 
bership. Among his charter members are Charles W. 
Horne, NBC; Athur B. Church, KMBC, Kansas City; 
Ike Lounsberry, WGR, Buffalo; Harold Hough, WBAP, 
Ft. Worth; Graham McNamee, Leo Fitzpatrick, WJR, 
Detroit; George Dewey Hay, WSM, Nashville; John T. 
Schilling, WHB, Kansas City; Gene Rouse, NBC, Chi- 
cago, and Bill Hay, Amos ’n’ Andy announcer, 





—s 


subjects taken up during his testi. 
mony. Toward the end of his Or- 
deal, General Counsel William J 
Dempsey struggled to get Miller to 
approve some alternative phrase. 
ology, which the NAB head refused 
to do without opportunity for study, 

The rule is objectionable primarily 
because of hopelessness of defining 
the terms used, Miller finally was 
able to point out. Nobody knows 
what ‘culture’ is typical of the 
United States, he demurred, or how 
‘goodwill’ can be fostered under 
nebulous circumstances. 

Stern objections against the treat- 
ment accorded the NAB head even. 
tually were registered by Sherley, 
while Miller tartly warned the in. 
quisitors that he feels he is entitled 
to fight for his rights and for the in- 
dustry without being charged with 
disrespect. Miller told the Commish 
‘I intend to fight for those rights.’ 

Brief technical descriptions of the 
short-wave situation were given by 
Edwin K. Cohan, CBS engineering 
director, and Dr. C. B. Jolliffe, direc. 
tor of RCA’s frequency bureau. Ex- 
perts agreed it is impossible to shoot 
programs only to single countries, 
noting that ‘beams’ cannot be rigid- 
ly controlled and that broadcasts 
aimed at a certain audience can be 
picked up by other listeners. 


The practical problems, with a 
few concrete descriptions of execu- 
tives’ potential headaches from the 
rule, were sketched by Willis and 
Mason, who tried without much suc- 
cess to show that the DX-ers have 
been serving public interest in a sat- 
isfactory manner without having a 
club over them. Each maintained 
they would be hesitant about airing 
some news items and speeches, for 
fear of offending listeners abroad 
and of causing a reaction which 
might not promote goodwill, and 
doubt that many desirable entertain- 
ment programs could be micro- 
phoned under the culture require- 
ment. Also protested the idea that 
menus for foreigners must be cus- 
tom-made (the rules prohibit short- 
waving of features designed chiefly 
for domestic reception) at consider- 
able increased expense. 


Reasonable Limits 


Under sharp questioning, the two 
web spokesmen agreed they have not 
been inconvenienced so far and that 
no government agency has sought to 
dictate or blue-pencil in the past. 
They maintained, however, that the 
FCC has gone far beyond reasonable 
limits in setting up performance re- 
quirements for short-wave opera- 
tions. Among the examples of mat- 
ter which conceivably could draw 
criticism and jeopardize their li- 
censes are press items telling of the 
Roosevelt administration’s displeas- 
ure over conduct of Hitler and Mus- 
solini, they said, uncomplimentary 
speeches about other countries by 
public officials, and certain special 
events. They also noted domestic 
programs—Lucky Strike, Camel Care 
avan, Charlie McCarthy, Eddie Can- 
tor—which might not be considered 
by some blue-noses as typifying U.S. 
‘culture.’ Even the Interior Depart- 
ment’s educational features—Ameri- 
cans All, What Price America and 
Let Freedom Ring—could be kept off 
the short-waves if the rule were 
strictly construed, Willis remarked. 

Language Question 

Idea that international programs 
should be broadcast in language of 
prospective audiences was rapped by 
Willis as impractical. English 
tongue is spoken by 234,000,000 per- 


sons—second largest number using ° 


any lingo—which includes 100,000,- 
000 to 150,000,000 individuals outside 
the U. S. and England, he remarked. 
Many Americans abroad like to hear 
from home and are entitled to con- 
sideration, he added. 


During sharp quizzing about the 
attitude of the short-wave operators, 
Mason told Commisisoner Walker 
that ‘We don’t go to work every 
morning and say ‘It’s another day— 
we're going to promote goodwill.’® 
A flexible standard would be accept- 
able, he said, but it is impossible to 
forecast the effect of any specific 
program on listeners anywhere and 
‘international journalism,’ either 
printed or vocal, cannot be frozen 
into a mold.’ “The rulé is at best ‘an 
inhibitory measure,’ he said, and 
while the FCC may not contemplate 
advance ogling of scripts, it could 
be used to effect the same sort of 
control that foreign governments 
employ through ‘surveillance’ of 
press representatives. 


Dickson-NBC Apart 


Gregory Dickson, film publicist, 
did not get together with Frank 
Mason of NBC as prospective tele- 
vision publicity director. Dickson 
will return to Hollywood. 











Money ideas separated them. 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Hubbell Robinson, Jr., is off again to Bermuda society, making it a va- 
cation of three weeks this time....Ned Midgley, B. B. D. & O. time buyer, 
sending out ‘new baby’ cards....his progeny now adding up to two boys 
_...Ted Streibert, WOR, Newark, general manager, off last Saturday (15) 
to dude-ranching in Montana for three weeks....Lou Frankel to law on 
he-owes-me-commission suit against Larry Menkin, writer for Fred Waring 
....WNEW aired Ripley Odditorium premiere....Owen Vinson, WLW, in 


town. : 


Town full of broadcasters swept ashore by the Atlantic City tide 


among them Lloyd George Venard of WCKY and Reginald B. Martin of 
WJNO, West Palm Beach ... the Columbia network’s branch managers 
went deep sea fishing over the weekend. 

Fred Fidler and Cal Swanson hauled east after confabs with J. Walter 


Thompson Coast execs. 


Rae Smith of the London office passing a few 


days with Prexy Stanley Resor on his Wyoming ranch before sailing. 





IN CHICAGO... 


Family picnic under sponsorship of WLS will be held at Forest Park, 
Indiana, on July 30 and is aimed as promotion stunt to build up Hoosier 


state listeners. 


Francis Lederer set for guest spot on ‘Knickerbocker Playhouse’ for Teel 
on July 19....Flock of standard ether performers auditioning at NBC 
under ruling demanding auditions no matter how recognized a performer 
may be....Mercedes McCambridge of ‘Midstream’ and other shows, to 
Mayo clinic for health check-up....Ted McMurray, NBC producer, auto 
smash-up resulted in injuries to frau and two sons....Alice Patton headed 


‘STRI 


4 


for the maternity division... .Cast additions include John Larkin, in ‘Mary 
Marlin,’ Hilda Graham in ‘Backstage Wife,’ Connie Grower in ‘Affairs of 
Anthony’ and Paul Luther as narrator for ‘Road of Life.’ 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Al Span, KNX sound effects wiz, took a whirl at production and directed 
the Yacht Club Boys’ audition. ...Diana Carlson, script aide to Dick Mack, 
who helps put the words on Charlie McCarthy’s lips via Edgar Bergen, 
had her fourth playlet dramatized on the Chase & Sanborn program.... 
John Whedon and Stanley Quinn doing summer quill duty on Chase & 
Sanborn....Warren Hull emceeing Old Gold summer show....Van New- 
kirk, Don Lee program director, on vacash....Rush Hughes started a new 
commentatory program for Langendorf bread along the Coast....‘One 
Man’s Family’ added Buddy Edwards to the cast....Sam Hayes reading 
Bev Barnett’s scripts on Hollywood Highlights program for a cosmetic firm 
....Willet Brown, Don Lee vice prez, claiming for Betty Jane Rhodes the 
title of ‘First Lady of Television.’ Hildegarde taking issue....Adrian 
Samish called to New York to join Young & Rubicam staff of supervisors. 
He last produced Gulf-stream Guild show....Parkyakarkus waxed a 
comedy bit with Ken Murray for consideration by Texaco for next sea- 
son’s program. Understood David Broekman, musical director, and Frances 
Langford only ones contracted so far for the petrol opus....Town full of 
gals auditioning for femme lead in Edward G. Robinson’s ‘Big Town’.... 
George Fischer will do two broadcasts early next month from WOR, New- 
ark....Bill Stuart, Y & R producer for Lum and Abner, is the champ 
fisherman of these parts if the publicity releases are to be believed. In 
one haul 45 bass, no less....Buddy Twiss calling the races in Joe Penner’s 
picture at RKO. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO. . . . 


King Ebner and Don Kaye, duo pianists, have been added to KYA’s 
schedule five days weekly....Organist Paul Carson arrived from Holly- 
wood Sunday (16) to play the ‘One Man’s Family’ theme music and air his 
‘Bridge to Dreamland’ and other programs from the local NBC studios for 
several weeks. ...Mikeman Bob Forward of KYA and Tro Harper of KSFO 
are now members of the executive committee of the recently formed ‘Hot 
Musie Society of San Francisco’....Florida Stephens debuts today on the 
Hal Burdick serial, ‘Dr. Kate,’ in the new juve role of Audrey Carman; 
her brother Sam Edwards was recently added to the cast in another juve 
part....Will Aubrey pinch-hit for Kenney Gillum on the latter’s KPO 
‘Musical Clock’ wake-up sessions last Friday and Saturday while Kenney 
took a brief vacash....Columnist Herb Caen of the Chronicle is the new- 
est personality being offered for sponsorship by local NBC salesmen; Caen 
has made several records which are being played for agencies... .Former 
radio editor Bernie Milligan of the Los Angeles Examiner is in town to 
handle publicity for Kay Kyser. 

Recent additions to the radio staff at the Golden Gate International 
Exposition include Leonard Cox, formerly of KNX, Hollywood; Charles 
Bulotti, Jr., Don Lee network, and Dick Wynne, announcer, formerly with 
KJBS, KYA and other local stations....Fair has added Elinor Gail, vocal- 
ist from Hollywood, to its artists’ staff, spotting her on programs with 
Jack Joy’s orchestra, and has also signed Jimmy Brierly, currently sing- 
ing with George Olsen’s orchestra at the St. Francis hotel here....Con- 
tingent of radioites were guests of honor Friday (14) at Salinas Rodeo.... 
Headed by manager Lloyd E. Yoder of KPO and KGO, who was the Radio 
Day chairman, the group included R. W. Dumm of KSFO, Marie Houli- 
han,’ Mary Margaret McBride, A. W. Stowe of CBS; manager Reiland 
Quinn, Clarence Myers and William Shea of KYA; Frank Cope and Sher- 
wood Brunton of KJBS; Hal Wolf, James Matthews, Will Aubrey, Billee 
Byers, Tommy Harris, Judy Deane (Dixie Marsh), Natalie Park, Yvonne 
Peattie, Ruth Peterson, Camilla Romo, Lucille Squires, Happy Gordon 
and his Rangers, Wilbur Michelson, all of KPO and KGO; Lee Goldsmith 
and Charles Cooper of KSAN; Gary Kriedt of KFRC, Richard Holman of ‘ 
ees Rhoades agency; Isabel Vecki, Douglas Young and Commander A. 

- Scott. 


Heidt’s Sudden Operation 








Wallenstein’s Authority 


Alfred Wallenstein, musical di- 





Horace Heidt was taken from the 
broadcasting studio following his 
Monday night (17) broadcast for 
Tums, to Doctor's Hospital, New 
York, where his appendix was re- 
moved. Operation was performed 
early yesterday. He'll be out of ac- 
tion three weeks or longer. Con- 
dition was reported fair. 

Heidt recently unveiled his new 
Program for Tums. It’s tagged ‘An- 
Swers for Dancerg,’"” 

— 





’ 


rector at WOR, New York, will 
hereafter have added discretion on 
his own with regard to certain as- 
pects of WOR sustainers where use 
of the musical staff is involved. It’s 
a distinction between musical shows, 
as such, and shows which merely 
have music added. 

Ted Streibert set the new ar- 
rangement which does not other- 
wise affect Jules Seebach, the sta- 
tion’s program director. 
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Membership 
Local Board to Call a 
Strike If Necessary 





STALEMATE 





Chicago, July 18. 

Negotiations between the Chicago 
local of the American Federation of 
Radio Artists and the committee of 
broadcasters and agencies on a local 
scale set-up were broken off sharply 
on Saturday (15). In a letter to 
agencies and broadcasters Sid Strotz, 
NBC central division chief and chair- 
man of the committee, stated that 
‘The AFRA representatives said the 
withdrawal was due to your com- 
mittee’s unanimous adherence to the 
principle that staff announcers 
should continue to read commercial 
copy without payment of a special 
fee in addition to their staff salaries 


or the advertising agency does not | 
choose to employ a_ special oath 
nouncer.’ Strotz letter continues 
with the statement that, ‘Combined 
Committee of Broadcasters and Ad- 
vertising Agencies remains unani- | 
mous in its attitude and will con- 
tinue to represent you in this mat- 
ter. All radio stations are continu- 
ing to conduct their businesses as 
heretofore.’ 

Following their withdrawal from 
the meeting, the AFRA board im- 
mediately called a membership get- 
together and obtained a strike vote 
from the body authorizing the board 
to call a strike locally should the 
broadcasters and agencies fail to sig- 
nature the AFRA code. 

Management committee is com- 
posed of Strotz, Glenn Snyder of 
WLS, Robert Brown of Columbia- 
WBBM, Ed Wood of WGN, Ralph At- 
lass of WJJD-WIND, W. E. Hutchin- 
son of WAAF, Ed Aleshire of Ben- 
ton-Bowles-Chicago, L. D. Milligan 
of Blackett-Sample-Hummert, R. J. 
Scott of Schwimmer & Scott, Walter 
Smith of Rogers & Smith, Frank 
Steel of McJunkin and E. Sonderling 
of United Broadcasters. 

Length of Pact 

Announcers scale is the crux of the 
entire stalemate, with the rest of the 
code and set-up generally agreed- 
upon. Only other item of any real 
contention is the duration of the 
agreement; the combined committee 
seeking a five-year deal while AFRA 
wants the code deal to expire locally 
simultaneously with the network 
set-up, which would be approxi- 
mately in 18 months. 

At present, it appears unlikely that 
the AFRA and the committee will 
get together for some time, and both 
sides are adamant in their stand. 
Broadcasters and agencies committee 
has stated that it would agree to the 
increase of staff salaries for an- 
nouncers, if the present staff salaries 
are deemed too low, but that they 
cannot see how their staff an- 
nouncers can be paid additional 
money for working commercial pro- 
grams, 


2,500 ADULTS AT 50c 
ATTEND WPEN PICNIC 
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Chi Labor Council Piqued at AFRA 


| 


Are Getting Nowhere— 





AFRA Withdraws From Ne- N. Y. (NBC) TELEVISION 





July 19 
12:00 Noon—June Hynd and Mrs. 


Bride.’ 

12:15—Films ‘Fleet Ho,’ ‘Curiosi- 
| ties,’ ‘Love of the Harmonica.’ 

| 12:45—George Ross, Broadway col- 
| umnist. 

12:55-1:00—Newscast. 

8:30-10:00 p.m.—Film, ‘The Wave,’ 


| 
| 
| 
| 


a documentary on life in a Mexican | 


fishing town. 
July 20 
12:00 Noon—Dennis Hoey, charac- 
| ter songs, 
12:15—Films—-Andre _ Lavarre’s 
‘Screen Traveler,’ ‘The German 
|North Sea Coast,’ ‘Getting Your 
| Money’s Worth.’ 
| 12:45—Alice Maslin with Ray 
| Twyeffort on ‘How to Buy Your 


| Husband's Hat.’ 


12:55-1:00—Newscast. 

8:30-9:30 p.m.—Sir Arthur Sulli- | 
van’s light opera, ‘Cox and Box,’ | 
with Colin O’Moore, Steele Jamison | 


Debuts, with Allen Prescott. | 
July 21 


12:00 Noon—Julio Martinez Oyan- 
guren, guitar. 


12:15—Films, ‘Aluminum Fabrica- | 
tion,’ ‘Ski Thrills.’ 


12:45—Glasgow and Birt, ‘Piano! 


and Paint.’ | 

12:55-1:00—Newscast. 

8:30-9:30 p.m.—Hour of variety | 

with Mildred Fenton, of ‘Leave It to | 

Me,’ in popular songs, Fashion Show. 
July 22 


8:30-10:00 p.m.—Film feature, ‘Peg 
of Old Drury,’ starring Anna Neagle. 


BOOKED FOR 
DINNERS UP 
TO 1940 


Columbia, S. C., July 18. 

Station WIS here has demonstrat- 
ed —- anew — that there’s folding 
money to be made with hillbilly tal- 
ent. Byron Parker, “The Old Hired 
Hand,’ and his five giver-outers are 
booked with practically no gaps until 
January of next year. They average 
1,800 miles of travel weekly in fill- 
ing the personal appearance dates 
and they travel deluxe in high- 
priced automobiles purchased with 
profits already accrued. 

With most of the theatrical dates 
goes invitations, made months ahead, 
to dine with prominent townsfolks 
in the spots visited. It’s happy days 
in Dixie if their stomachs hold out. 

Act continues to broadcast 12 pro- 
grams a week over WIS. Six of them 
are sponsored. 


Gene and Glenn to N. Y. 


Cleveland, July 18. 

Gene and Glenn, song and comedy | 
duo who did a spell for Spang 
Bakeries this spring, checked out of 
WTAM last week to head for New 

















York in search of a sponsor. Will 











Philadelphia, July 18. 
Almost 4,000 women and kids last | 
Wednesday (12) took WPEN’s first | 
annual excursion by boat to River-| 
view beach. Outlet sold °,500 adult! 
tickets at 50c each and 1,400 kid | 
tickets at two-bits. Broadcasts from | 
the boat and from the park were) 
called off because of heavy line) 
charges. 
Advertisers on the station con-| 
tribbed about 300 prizes given in 
jitterbug and athletic contests. 





David Wolper, from Boston, added | 
to KFEL, Denver, announcers. 





continue their morning sustainer out | 

of New York over NBC's red net- | 

work. 
Team was first pushed into the big 


Chicago, July 18. 
Local of the American Federation 
of Radio Artists has been expelled 
from the Chicago Federation of La- 
bor on charges of disloyalty to the 
American Federation of Labor. Ac- 


Authorizes Alexander §S. Potts on ‘Gifts for the cording to John Fitzpatrick, presi- 


dent of the CFL, AFRA local has 
been ‘aiding the enemy’. The ‘en- 


| emy’ referred to is CIO and speci- 


fically the local Newspaper Guild 


| which is at present engaged in a 


strike against the Hearst papers, the 
morning Herald-and-Examiner and 
the evening American. 

CFL expelled the local AFRA be- 


| cause an AFRA committee has been 


engaged in aiding the Newspaper 
Guild strikers, which to CFL .con- 
stitutes aiding the CIO, which is re- 
garded as ‘traitorous’ to the Ameri- 
can Federation. 

However, the Chicago Federations 
station, WCFL, is continuing to use 
AFRA members and is sticking to 
the letter and spirit of the station’s 
AFRA contract which has. until 
Sept, 1939 to run, It is expected 
that there will be a break between 
WCFL and AFRA at the expiration 
date of the contract unless the cur- 
rent disagreement is straightened 


in those cases in which the sponsor | and Walter Preston. Also Television | out by that time and the ‘acts of dis- 


loyalty’ be rectified by the AFRA 
local. 

This breach between CFL and 
AFRA concerns strictly the locals 
and does not hamper the general 
operations between the American 
Federation and AFRA on a national 
basis. 


KYW Announcers Quit 
AFRA, Join C.1.0. In 
Philadelphia Drive 


Philadelphia, July 18. 

In a surprise move last week, all 
but two of the announcers at WCAU 
and KYW joined the American 
Communications Association, C.I.O. 
This gives the union almost a 100% 
hold on both gabbers and panelmen 
in the Philly territory. There are 
eight spielers at WCAU, of whom 
all but one, who also serves in an 
executive capacity as production 
director, joined up. At KYW, five 
of the six gabbers are now members 
of the C.I.O. 

At KYW the announcers gave up 
their membership in the American 
Federation of Radio Actors to flop 
over to the ACA. They claimed they 
had been in AFRA for a year and a 
half, during all of which time it was 
negotiating for them with NBC, 
which manages and operates the 
station, but they had gotten no re- 
sults whatsoever. Therefore they 
asked to be taken in the ACA, which 
has won contracts here at WPEN, 
WIP, WFIL, WDAS and WCAU, 
in some cases for announcers and 
engineers; in others for engineers 
alone, and at WIP and WPEN for 
all employees. 

WCAU gabbers were once mem- 
bers of the American Guild of 
Radio Actors and Producers, but the 
organization was never active here 
and died. ACA, which was about 
to start negotiating with WCAU on 
a contract for the panelmen, which 
expires Oct. 1, will now seek a 
joint pact to cover both types of 
employees. 











Templeton in Frisco 


San Francisco, July 18. 
Alec Templeton, blind pianist- 
composer, who is filling the Fibber 
McGee and Molly spot for Johnson's 


| has picked the Wednesday 7:30-8 
|p.m. spot on CBS for Burns and 


money ten years ago here by Spang. | Wax over the NBC-Red network dur. 


Returned to same account after long 
absence, 


Burns and Allen Set 


Hinds Honey & Almond Cream) 








Allen, starting Oct. 4. 
William Esty is the agency. 





ing the summer months, will air his 
show from here next Tuesday (24), 
Templeton, together with Dave Rue 
binoff, violinist, comedian Jack Ha- 
ley, and songstress Betty Grable of 
the films, opens a week’s engagement 
Friday (21) at the Treasure Island 
Music Hall at the Golden Gate In- 


, ternational Exposition. 


Radio program will be picked up 
from the Hall of Western States at 
the fair. 
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FUGITEL.S.U. 
PREXY GIVES 
UP IN ONTARIO 


Dr..James_M. Smith and Wife 
Surrender to Police at 
Beachville; [nc ommunicado 


BROCKVILLE, Ont. 
July 2 (Sunday)—(A.P.) 








-we Dr, James Monroe} 
Smith, fugitive ex-presi-'| 
Yent of Louisiana State; | 
University, and his wife], 
surrendered to police: 
hava it was ravealed early | | 
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Anti-Neutrality 





Bloom anti-neutrality bill. 
In its amended form, it 
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ir PARA AT GONGERT 


|The Multitudes of Chicago converged last night on 
| the lake front at the Grant Park band Shell in 


numbers that staggered police for the opening. 
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RUTH CHATTERTON 

In ‘Big Sister,’ with Martin Gabel, 
Helen Lewis, Ned Wever, Kenneth 
Delmar, Janice Gilbert 

15 Mins. 

LEVER BROS. 

Daily, 11:30 a.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

Film and legit actress has been 
acied to the show for the summer, 
apparently to bolster interest during 
the vacation of Alice Frost, regular 
topper (with Martin Gabel) of the 


series. It’s apparently a new wrinkle | 


in network serials and, as handled | 
here, should prove effective. Miss | 
Chatterton, who’s been inactive in| 
pictures during recent months while | 
re-essaying the stage, is still a potent | 
name for dialer attention, particu- | 
larly with the femme audience of | 
this daytimer. And in this case the | 
actress plays herself, which should | 
create the illusion of familiarity for 
the listeners. 

Miss Chatterton is, Of course, a 
vet emoter of established standing, 
so this assignment is only a light 
jaunt for her. There’s enough build- | 





to give. the show the intended 
glamorizing. At the same time, the 
idea is forcefully planted that she’s 
no Hollywood prima donna, but a 
gracious and genuine person — in 
other words, real folks. 


When the casual flier (Miss Chat- 
terton’s flying is well known) at the 
midwest airport was ‘unexpectedly’ | 
discovered to be none other than! 
the celebrated Ruth Chatterton, she | 
said simply: ‘Yes, it’s me’—a little | 
humanizing switch from the might- | 
sound-high-toned correct grammar. | 
And a moment later, when one of the 
characters said she seemed so | 
natural, she remarked: ‘Why not? I 
haven’t resigned from the human 
race.’ 


Otherwise, the show is merely a 
somewhat adult version of the cus- 
tomary daytime strip offering. Char- 
acters are slightly better defined and 
each chapter in the series seems to 
have at least a gesture toward dra- 
matic pattern on its 0own—a funda- 
mental of writing that most strip 
shows blithely ignore. But the pro- 


gram is essentially hoke for the 
semi-conscious, if, as such, above 
normal. The direction on show 


caught (4) seemed skillful and the 
playing generally expressive. Gabel, 
as Dr. John Wayne, was discreetly 
effective, and Helen Lewis, subbing 
for Haila Stoddard (who is doing 
summer stock), made a_ supporting 
part realistic. Janice Gilbert failed 
to lift the baby role out of the phonv 
sound-effects category. 


Commercials for Rinso were on the 
coy whimsy side. Used the July 4 
theme to get off something or other 
about ‘Give me liberty or give me 
Rinso’ and also attempted a chuckle 
via firecracker sounds. Hobe. 





DON ARROZ and LOS COMPUNCH.- 
EROS 

Latin Music 

30 Mins, 

Sunday, 1 p.m. 

WOR, Newark 


Don Arroz and Los Compuncheros 
are a very pleasing Sunday midday 
half hour, lending a colorful note to 
a period when the general morning 
and afternoon tenor of things is more 


or less dignified. Arroz tenors Latin- 
American melodies and the support- 
ing Los Compuncheros contribute in- 
strumental rhumbas, tangos, congas, 
— — bwg 

n the ° e ever-growin 
vogue by U. S. audiences i the 
Latin melodies, this 30-minute show 
at 1 p.m. Sundays is a worthwhile 
contribution. It listens well and 
blends even better, with its neat 
change of pace in the array of the 
different-style Cuban, Brazilian, 
Mexican and Argentine tempos. 


Abel. 





RICHARD B. GILBERT 
Film Gossip 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 9:45 p.m. 
WQXR, New York 


Richard B. Gilbert’s comment on 
current and non-current but intrigu- 
ing photoplays proves that motion 
pictures can be reviewed intelligently 
and differently. An ex-VARIETY 
mugg, now an editor of Metronone, 
Gilbert furnishes a concise interpre- 


tation and rating on the films he has 
seen. His excellent enunciation and 
easy mike manner are additional as- 
sets. Winds up with thumbnail sum- 
maries of the pictures. 

Gilbert took in ‘The Mikado,” ‘Con- 
fessions of a Nazi Spy,’ ‘Iron Mask,’ 
‘Lenin in 1918,’ ‘Alexander Nefsky,’ 
‘The Crisis’ and ‘Song of Youth.’ 
Last two were tagged documentary 
with ‘Crisis’ praised and other desig- 
nated as newsreelish. He had the 
correct slant on grading foreign 
films—first as compared with other 
foreign pieces, and then with U. S. 
product and chances of getting by 
with American audiences. Gilbert 
gave his reaction to the encore ex- 

riment on “The Mikado’ at the 
alace, N. Y., indicating that it was 
a novel, worthwhile idea, but that 
the film did not lend itself to the 

task at hand. Wear. 


| «MAN ABOUT HOLLYWOOD’ 


With George McCali, Wilbur Hatch 
orchestra, Maxine Beach, Sarah 
Berner, Steve White, Linda Ware, 
Willie Demond. 

Talk, Music, Guests 

30 Mins, 

Sustaining 

Monday, 9 p.m. 





WABC-CBS, New York 


George McCall, who has been ab- 
sent since the foldup of the Old Gold 
gossip sessions, returns as me and 


\liner-upper of a half-hour program 


which CBS has produced as a sum- 
mer sustainer. It seems to possess a 
plausible appeal to public and 
moneybags, but judgment may be re- 
served until more programs have 
been put on the air to see that the 
average can be sustained. 

Program specializes in the oddity 
item of Hollywood fanfare. There 
was, for example, a personal ap- 
pearance by the cashier of the Brown 
Derby restaurant who had an oblique 


\facetiousness that occasionally sug- 


gested it was an actress impersonat- 
ing the cashier. 

There were a pair of voice-mimics 
used in films, who gave samples of 
Cecil DeMille, Edward G. Robinson, 


a Ayers Fred Allen, W. C. Fields, Katherine 
up in the writing and per ate teg | Hepburn, etc. 


'gent who makes silk stockings for 


Finally there was a 


stars. 

In between there was fairly flip 
gab, CBS house music and assorted 
igredients all with reference to cin- 
ema. The dramatic tidbit about the 
owner of an apartment house who 
cuffoes hardup oldtimers to rent and 
free groceries was climaxed by 
McCall disclosing that the philan- 
thropist in question was Jimmy Fid- 
ler! After which there should have 
been a ballet number with rose- 
petals fluttering down Vine Street. 

Program has been nicely produced 
by Bill Lawrence with the single 
flaw that McCall’s voice is very hard 
to distinguish from the program’s 
announcer, and the listener was not 
always sure who was talking. A con- 
trast is obviously needed His catch- 
phrase ‘It’s The McCall’ is carried 
over from the Old Gold Stanza. He 
does not review films. 

As a sample of Hollywood hoke 
this one is likely for radio. Its 


probabilities of pleasing the film 


colony are even better since McCall 





is strictly osculatory. Land. 
‘RADIO CIRCUS’ 
With Johnny Olson, Jess Kirk- 


patrick, Norma Ballard 
Songs, Comedy, Contests, Interviews, 

Variety 
60 Mins.—Local 
QUAKER OATS (Little Kurnels) 
Saturdays, 11 a.m, 

WGN, Chicago 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

Novelty show for children with 
sundry merchandising hooks ahd 
tie-ups. It’s radio programming 
with an eye for showmanship and 
results. Each week the program is 
presented from a stage of a different 
nabe Chicago theatre, with the spon- 
sor renting the house for a show be- 
fore the regular schedule of the the- 
atre. Admission to the broadcast, 
= from the stage, is by box-top 
only. 

Comes over the air as a wild and 
mad jamboree. Problem in a cou- 
ple of weeks may be to find a house 
big enough to hold the mobs of kids 
that will be storming the doors. 
They'll probably wind up making it 
an outdoors show in Soldier field. 

Everything happens on this pro- 
gram. It opens with community 
singing by the kids, yodeling the 
program's rallying theme song. 
There are various contests through- 
out the program, and listen like 
great fun for the kids: contests of 
pie-eating, balloon-blowing, sawing, 
speech-making, love-making. The 
kids take part in screwy dramas. 

Guest is on the show each week, 
a ballplayer or an aviation or other 





kid idols. And the guest is inter- 
viewed by the youngsters them- 
selves. With a traveling mike, the 
kids in the audience p.a. questions 
at the interviewee, It’s a novel twist 
and works out in great style. 

Other guests are occasional vaude 
acts, clowns, instrumental turns and 
comedy acts; all leveled at the tastes 
of the youngsters. Plenty of action 
throughout the hour’s run and 
— a ——- novelty program 

nat must garner goodwill 
“- and adults, : ee 

ve-aways number actually into 
the hundreds, with prizes "nahant 
topped by gifts of ponies, bicycles, 
and a ‘merit’ trophy. This trophy 
goes to the outstanding local boy of 
the week whether in athletics, schol- 
arship or bravery. Contests result 
in dozens of small prizes to the par- 
ticipants; roller skates, dolls, toy 
aeroplanes, etc. 

Olson is general m. c. of the pro- 
ceedings, with Jess Kirkpatrick as 
sidekick and general sales speiler,. 
Miss Ballard handles the musical as- 
signment on the electric organ. 

In all, a click show for show busi- 
ness and radio. Gold. 


JOHN CONRAD AT WIRE 
Indianapolis, July 18. 

John Conrad, recently with WLW, 
Cincinnati, and before that with 
KWK, St. Louis, is joining Station 
WIRE here. 

Eugene Pulliam has set him in as 
promotion manager, 








‘WHAT’S MY NAME” 
With Arlene Francis, Fred Uttal 
Quiz 
30 Mins. 
IPANA-SAL HEPATICA 
Wednesday, 9 p.m. 
WEAF, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 
This almost an ex ct reprise of 


the program as originally sponsored 


' by Phillip Morris cigarets over WOR 


early last year. At that time an 
orch supplemented the qui-zing, but 
now Fred Uttal, who conducted ‘For 
Men Only,’ and Miss Francis spend 
almost the entire 30 minutes giving 
audience-participants clues to the 
names of w.k. personages, living and 


| dead. 


As a summer substitute for Fred 
Allen, this quiz should get a_mod- 
erate listening audience. Latter 
have the opportunity of getting a 
$10 prize by submitting questions, 
while the studio narticipants can’t 
lose. They get $10 if they guess the 
name within the first for clues; if 
not, they are given four more clues 
and a possibility of winning $9, and 
so on down to $7. If they finally 
fail altogether, they are given 
anyhow, plus a gift package of 
Bristol-Myers products. 

One of this program’s chief faults 
at this catching (12) was lack of 
comedy. It was originally scheduled 
to run a full hour, but that would 
have made it run right into Lucky 
Strike’s quiz (Kay Kyser), which 
starts at 10 pm. A squawk from 
Lucky Strike to NBC caused the 
latter to intervene with Bristol- 
Myers to shorten the time. It was 
just as well. 

Some of the $10 clues are tough, 
notably those on Queen Victoria and 
Aaron Burr on this show, but the 
$9 and $8 prizes are cinches. Kathe- 
rine Cornell and Carole Lombard 
were show biz personages selected 
for this quiz. 

Along with the switch to ‘What's 
My Name?’ for the summer, Bristol- 
Myers switched its ‘For Men Only’ 
(Vitalis) from Tuesdays to the 
Wednesday 9:30 p.m. niche. Scho. 


GRACE PANVINI 
Soprano 
Sustaining 

WIZ, New York 

Appearing with the Toronto Prome- 
nade Symphony under the guest-con- 
ductorship of BBC’s Sir Adrian 
Boult, this soprano, an _ Italian- 
American, whammed across the bell 
song from ‘Lakme’ and then encored 
with Ivor Novello’s ‘Little Demoi- 
selle.”” In the major test and in the 
light second helping she revealed a 
voice of flexible character and soar- 
ing range. Her performance be- 
spoke form and authority. 

The Canadians showered her with 
an ovation that seemed well earned 
to those who got it by radio over 
NBC. Land, 


Follow Up Comment 


‘Breakfast Symphony,’ 7:30-to 8:55 
recorded stanza six mornings a week 
over WQXR, New York, provides a 
palatable side-dish for the drowsy 
coffee-gulper. Instead of sounding 
misplaced at that non-concert hour, 
it’s a rather soothing waker-upper— 
in contrast to blarey swing or wise- 
guy, comics, 

ith only a few breaks for an- 
nouncements and spot commercials, 
it offers a generous portion of symph 
classics, played by the world’s finest 
concert outfits. After an intermis- 
sion of five minutes of news, the full 
60-minute ‘Composer’s Hour’ fol- 
lows. It’s also a waxed series, but 
stresses characteristic works of cer- 
tain composers, rather than purely 
concert pieces. 

In combination, the two shows are 
a natural for symph bugs and should 
have reasonable appeal for run-of- 
the-dial listeners. 

















Allen Prescott had his ‘Don’t For- 
get’ program humming along at a 
fast rate Friday (14) night over the 
NBC blue. The show had that touch 
of debonair offhandedness that is the 
difference between a struggle and 
an entertainment. Prescott was 
breezy without being smartalecky, 
light yet not hokey and the pro- 
gram seemed vastly improved in 
every respect. 

By now in the history of quiz and 
audience participating programs it 
is evident that the basic idea, how- 
ever okay to start with, is only a 
small part of the problem. Its the 
execution that counts. On the one 
side habitual listeners to quiz frolics 
frequently encounter either undi- 
gestible heaviness or, the reverse, a 
striving for laughter by means out 
of harmony with the program’s 
character. Its that in-between blend 
that’s so desirable and so illusive. 
Prescott was really impressive at 
the emcee thing last week. 

‘Don’t Forget’ goes into explana- 
tions and association-of-idea slants 
to an extent not identified with ord- 
inary quiz stuff where a mere ‘you're 
right’ or ‘you're wrong’ is rendered. 
What ‘Don’t Forget’ calls a M.P.C. 
(mental point of contact) is a salient 
that makes the show individualistic. 
Neither tough nor easy, slapstick nor 
stodgy the program grooves and 
moves, 





Milton Cross (inevitably) assists. 

















When Announcers Get Thrown i. 





That radio announcers—as a breed—are inclined to take themselves 
too seriously is no new discovery. Usually having nothing to do with 
what is said they bear down peculiarly on how it is said. This leads 
them often to be neuroticaily self-conscious as to whether they’re in 
‘good voice’ or have the latest approved pronunciation of an obscure 
word. It is when an announcer fluffs a word that he often reveals how 


little he thinks about the common 


sense of his responsibility. 


All of which leads up to what happened last Saturday on the Esso 
news bulletins over WJZ at 11 p. m. 

Esso’s reporter was obviously unstrung terribly by tumbling over 
the word ‘Oceanographic’ at the beginning of the news item about the 


tragedy at sea when a rescue effort went awry. 


Because of this pro- 


fessional preoccupation with how, rather than. what, the reporter 


ended up by committing a monumental bit of bad taste. 


the report on the three men who 

plete detachment from the text by 

muster (verbatim): 
‘Chuckle-chuckle-chuckle. 


Oceanographic. 


Concluding 
were drowned, he revealed a com- 
immediately adding after the death 


That’s good.’ 








‘GATEWAY’ SUMMER PLAYHO’SE 

With Alice Eden, John Archer, Jess 
Pugh. Burr Lee, Charles Engle- 
ston, Fred Howard, Lesley Wood, 
Leo Neise, Viola Berwick, Carl 
Hohengarten orch. | 

Serial with music 

30 Mins. 

WRIGLEY 

Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 

WBBM-CBS, Chicago 


(Frances Hooper) 
This is a summer fill-in for the 
Jesse Lasky Wrigley ‘search for tal- 
ent’ program and uses ‘Gateway’ 


winners and angles. Adaptation is 
based on RKO’s feature, ‘Career,’ 
now into national release simul- 
taneously with radio shots. ‘ 

To create and develop 13 sessions 
out of a 73-minute ‘B’ film and build 
a climax each 30 minutes is no mean 
feat. For this accomplishment 
credits go to radio writer Ray Wil- 
son, producer Bobby Brown and di- 
rector Stuart Dawson. They have 
held ‘Gateway’ discoveries, ‘Alice 
Eden’ and ‘John Archer’ (phoney 
names), to same roles ‘as in pix ver- 
sion, and although featured, are 
actor-proof, Major performance 
burdens are handled capably by a 
strong experienced supporting cast. 
Jess Pugh, as Steve, holds most in- 
terest in initialer, with Charles En- 
gleston as ‘Mudcat’ and Fred How- 
ard as ‘Deke’ supplying comedy re- 
lief as the town drunks. 

Jesse L. Lasky cut-in from New 
York is heard with short announce- 
ment that talent quest will continue 
in fall returning to ether after the 
summer sesh. 

Musical background by Carl Ho- 
hengarten orch fell off towards end, 
but Larry Russell wrote nice mu- 
sical score. Series will probably 
tighten up and leads will carry less 
of a load as story unfolds. In the 
main, it’s pleasing summer fare. 

Merchandising slant introduced 
here is that along with local cut-in 
plugs for ‘Career,’ sufficient time is 
allowed for announcers to also plug 
any local civic enterprise. rig- 
ley’s dominant theme seems to cater 
to good-will of public and dealer co- 
operation, Hal. 





MICHAEL LORING 
Vocalist 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Monday, 7:15 P.M. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

It’s been going on for years. The 
network ‘discovers’ a new singer, 
sends out announcements, asserts a 
determination to give the vocalist a 
build-up. And what happens? Sum- 


mer! The singer is stranded to his 
own resources, tossed into any old 


_opening, given neither production as- 


sistance nor a house orchestra. 

Loring has to struggle through 15 
minutes with only his unaided voice 
to see him through. It’s too tough on 
him and on the audience. By now 
history has certainly amply demon- 
strated that a singer and a piano 
eave keeps the franchise and that’s 
a 


The moral is that when you are 
‘discovered’ in June —_ are apt to 
be forgotten as quickly as ~ 

nT . 





HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 

15 Mins.; Local 

MODERN & MODERNELLA 
BEAUTY SALONS 

T-W-T; 2:30 p.m. 

WABY, Albany 


Principal pull of this program, 
which has an announcer reading 
run-of-mill publicity releases from 
Coast studios, is probably a scram- 
bled ‘movie name’ contest. This of- 
fers femme listeners a chance at 

asses to Warners houses in zone. 

ilms opening at Strand are noted on 
that afternoon’s shot and at Ritz 
(even second WB runs), although 
names of houses are not. 

Tip-off on press agent angle is in- 
sertion of producing concern’s name 
in first sentence about each feature 
going to or before camera. Also tags 
of director, of adapter and of orig- 
inal source, if there be any for lat- 
ter. Likely that 98 of 100 dialers 
don’t care a whoop who produces, di- 
rects or scenarioizes. Cast and in- 
dication as to plot—latter is brief 
when given—may carry some inter- 
est. tems on stars run true to 


RANSOM SHERMAN 

With Bill Thompson, Wayne Van 
Dyne, Fran Allison, Rex Maupin’s 
orchestra 

30 Mins. 

SUNBRITE 

Thursday, 4 p.m. 

WIJZ-NBC, New York 


(Stack-Goble) 
Loud, rowdy and ingentle, this 
half-hour (from Chicago) is a slab 
of honky-tonk vaudeville stuck into 


the midriff of the dramatic serials 
that more or less pre-empt the 
mornings and afternoons. It’s in- 
tended for housewives to whom it 
sells a cleaning powder and from 
whom it seeks dimes and three box 
tops in trade for: a super-knife that 
cuts bread. 

The sheer sound volume is at 
times enough to rock the framed 
mottoes on the cottage walls. In one 
sequence, which represented a de- 
mented elevator operator going up 
and down, arriving always with a 
crash, the production theory fol- 
lowed was that if one cymbal crash 
is a good sound effect four are four 
times better. The program is a 
model of over-emphasis. 

Noise cannot entirely be con- 
demned. Part of the population 
starts with a tin ear and dotes upon 
tuba cadenzas. In the good old days 
of small time vaude the housewife 
matinee was always played to the 
pitch of escaping steam valves. That 
is the comparison here. It’s the 
same kind of racket that often ac- 
companies the second keg of beer 
where they guzzle with vim and 
vigor. 

The comedy of Ranson Sherman 
and mimic Bill Thompson is scarcely 
touched at any point with subtlety 
or point. It is frankly ‘cutting up.’ 
The gags are secondary to the furi- 
ous energy and blatancy of their 
projection. 

Rex Maupin, who goes on and on 
in Chicago, paces the NBC house 
group in lively style and the two 
singers are pleasant. Land. 





CAESAR SAERCHINGER 
Commentator 
15 Mins, 


Sustaining 
Menday, 10 p.m. — 
WOR-MBS, New York 

Caesar Saerchinger spent seven 
years in London as European rep for 
Columbia Broadcasting. Before that 
and since he has been a contributor 


to magazines and dailies on foreign 
matters. Last winter he was on NBC 
from New York. © 
He now pinch-hits on Mutual while 
Raymond Gram Swing takes a holi- 
day. Apparently he is not to have 
three but one program a week, how- 
ever. 
It compliments Saerchinger to say 
he is an appropriate substitute for 
Swing. He knows Europe and power 
= He ennunciates clearly and 
is copy is crisp, packed, and free of 
hoke melodramatics. Land. 





‘STOP DANCING’ 

With Anna Meakin, William Black- 
burn, James Johnston and James 
Moody’s ‘Stop Dancing’ Players 
Light Music 

3@ Mins. 

Wed. (21), 9 p.m, 

BBC, London 


Program originating in BBC’s 
Northern Ireland studio at Belfast, 
and transmitted regularly from there, 
is occasionally switched in on the 
main Regional stem, Though not one 
of Corp.’s much-boosted shows, it 
rates notice on account of its pleasing 
technique and its team’s knowledge 
of how to cover up a 30-minute spot 
in the nightly program sessions. | 
Method scores on its slickness, with 
a small orchestra ranging over & 
wide field of light material and even 
venturing into swing stuff, the trio of 
vocalists being led by Anna Meakin 
who has oodles of personality in her 
voice. More or less of a non-stop 
show, its continuity of melody is only 
broken for snappy, unforced an- 
nouncements of the next number, 
without any heavy-handed attempt at 
adding the ‘humorous touch.’ 

BBC transmitters in the sticks very 
often show the way to the main Lon- 
don and national organization, and 
here’s a program some others much 
more widely-known might profitably 





Hollywood form. Jaco, 


study. 
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WAPI CHALLENGING FCC 


ESTO DENIAL 
LEASE DEAL 


Birmingham Station Seeks 
Relief From Courts—As- 
serts Commission Disre- 
garded Proper Procedure 
All the Way—Similar to 
KSFO, San Francisco 











CITES WPG FINDINGS 





Washington, July 18. | 

Another court test of the Federal | 
Communication Commission’s uppity 
attitude on station leases was sought 
last week by three Alabama colleges | 
now controlling WAPI, and _ the 
Voice of Alabama—prospective as- 
signee. With the KSFO case— 
wherein CBS was halted by the 
Commish in its efforts to lease the 
San Francisco transmitter on a long- 
time basis—still pending in the 
courts, similar case of WAPI which 
also involves the Columbia network 
was tossed into the lap of the Dis- 
trict Court of Appeals. Holler is 
based on Commish refusal to enter- 
tain appellants’ petition for rehear- 
ing, after pleas for a transfer of con- 
trol had been turned down, 

Court will be asked to determine 
whether Commish attitude on the re- 
quest for rehearing and a new oral 
argument ‘amounts in effect to de- 





priving appellants of any hearing 





Giveaway Winner 





NBC’s blue (WJZ) network- 
pushing contingent was rated as 
easily stealing the giveaway 
honors at the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters’ convention 
in Atlantic City last week. The 
articles came in a steady stream 
during the first three days of the 
meet and included cartons of Old 
Gold cigarets, bottles of Canada 
Dry water, blue fishnet hats for 
the women and 600 bottles of 
Alka-Seltzer, with each contain- 
ing a card from Keith Kiggins, 
newly appointed director of the 
blue link. 

There was also a steady bom- 
bardment of telegrams and other 
messages from the same source. 








upon said application and amounts 
to a denial of due process.’ 


has the right to dictate terms of a 
leasing agreement between two ap- 
plicants, complain about price-tags 
and object to the return of contro! of 
the station to its original licensees 
at the expiration of the lease will be 
the main dish in both the WAPI and 
KSFO arguments. 

Lease agreement, which would ex- 
tend over a period of 15 years, con- 
tains ‘purely private or business 
phases’ which are none of the FCC’s 
business, appeal declared in effect. 
Legal opinion on this is awaited with 
particular interest by industry ob- 
servers, in the light of a recent de- 
cision in which the Commish de- 
clared that a sales contract between 
two other applicants was ‘a matter of 
private concern’ which did not re- 
quire FCC consent or approval. 

Alabama deal involves voluntary 
assignment of the Birmingham trans- 
mitter from Alabama Polytechnic In- 
stitute, University of Alabama and 
Alabama College to the Voice of Ala- 


Ticklish | 
question of whether the Federal body 





bama, Inc. Latter corporation is 
45% controlled by CBS and would 
give the web a Birmingham outlet 
for a monthly rental of $1,000—pay- 
able by Voice of Alabama over a 15- 
year period. Control of the station 





and responsibility — financial and 
other—would be vested in the as- 
Signee, but the universities would 


have the privilege of using its fa- | 
cilities at stated times. 

Double-barreled appeal was fired 
by Duke M. Patrick, counsel for both | 
parties, in similar petitions to the | 
U. S. Court of Appeals in Washing- 
ton. In entering its order of denial 
(May 16) Commish ‘relied solely and 
entirely upon an issue not contained 
in the Notice of Hearing, not dealt | 
with in the taking of evidence, not 
dealt with in the Report of the Ex- 
aminer, and concerning which appel- 
lants were first advised in the deci- 
sion and order itself,’ Patrick 
charged. Followed this assertion 
with 30 counts of error against the 
oA 





Atlantic City Case 


Fight to obtain a reversal in the 
WAPI case likely to bring up the 


Production Nightmare 


San Francisco, July 18. 

Just 30 minutes to go before a coast-to-coast network broadcast of 
‘The Taming of the Shrew’ and no scripts! 

That was the situation which faced members of the Ashland, 
(Ore.) Elizabethan Festival Caravan when they were scheduled to do a 
condensed version of the Shakespearean comedy from the radio studios 
at the Golden Gate International Exposition, NBC over whose Blue 
web the program was to be released, made hasty arrangement expect- 
ing to fill the period with music from the Hollywood studios, but the 
amateur thespians, who had had the scripts earlier in the day but lost 
them weren't going to be done out of their air innings. 

Taking the NBC producer’s copy of the script, which he had brought 
over from San Francisco, eight members of the cast commandeered all 
available typewriters at the World’s Fair and at 5:30 began typing 37 
pages of dramatic dialogue, making three carbon copies of each page. 
Several pages were typed twice by mistake, one had to be retyped be- 
cause the carbon paper had been reversed, and page 27 was not typed 
at all 

At 6:00 the program went on the air, with no dress rehearsal and 
with the sound effects man working from a script he had not seen 
before. When the missing page 27 was reached, the cast glibly recited 
their lines from memory, much to the distracted producer’s relief, and 
the broadcast signed off on the nose at 6:30. 














recent successful horse-trade be- 
tween the City of Atlantic City and | 
the Greater New York Broadcasting 


all physical assets and equipment of 
WPG, Atlantic City, for a considera- 
tion which the FCC termed ‘a mat- 
ter of private concern’ between the 
the applicants. 

‘The contract between the City of 
Atlantic City (WPG) and _ the 
Greater New York Broadcasting 
Corp. insofar as it deals with the 
purchase of the equipment of Station 
WPG is a matter of private concern 
between the City of Atlantic City 
and the Greater New York Broad- 
casting Corp.,, Commish said in its 
conclusions, ‘and does not require 
Commission consent or approval.’ 

Although the WPG decision held 





Corp., in which the Commish winked | sailed \: ‘uae 
at the taking over of the facilities, | erable aes we 


| purchase a private matter concern- 
|ing only the applicants. 


that the Atlantic City-New York deal 
‘in the view which the Commission 
takes of this case ... does not in- 
volve a transfer of license,’ consid- 
the Federal 
agency’s willingness to put itself on 
| record as finding the terms of the 


MOTORS NOT 
HOOKING UP 


Indications are that General Mo- 
coast along again this 
winter without network radio. At- 
tempts to stir some interest in the 
medium have so far failed to get 
anywhere. About the only brand in 
the group considered a network 
possibility for the fall, providing 


Numerous 
lcases recalled where the FCC took 
|an unusual interest in the financial ; 
laspects of station sales—regardless tors will 
of the buyer’s ability and willing- 


ness to pay the asked price. 








Howell’s Ready-to-Air 


Robert Howell of station WNLC, 
New London, Conn., has established 
a Ready-to-Air service of mimeo- 
graphed programs. 

Reports he has 16 stations so far. 








business looks good, is Chevrolet. 

With over $5,000,000 appropriated 
by it for the N. Y. World’s Fair 
GM stayed off the network entirely 
this past season. 





——2 








The SINGULAR Mr. GopFREY 


5 hong a red-headed fellow in Washing- 
ton named Godfrey. Of course, you’ve 


heard something of Arthur Godfrey but not all. 


There can’t be an “all” with a fellow who knows 
Constantinople and Cairo as you know Man- 


hattan and Chicago, who breeds his own horses, 


flies his own plane, who fries a 


than the cook on his Virginia farm, who trouped 


the one night stands with a banjo, sold cemetery 


lots and boardwalk gadgets. 


Godfrey, in a word, is a salesman. Perhaps the 


best radio salesman in the business. He is the 


answer to a station manager’s pra 


with WJSV five years. 
Godfrey sticks to the home town 
piping to New York his shows 


Cremo, Carnation, Hecker’s. 


( You can make the same deal ) 


In 1938 he handled more than 5600 announce- 
ments in his WJSV morning Sun Dial. More than 
75% of his accounts were renewals. Through 


May he is running 124 stronger than last year. 


Last week Mr. Godfrey joined some. smart, com- 
petent folks named Roosevelt, Clanner, Johnson, 


chicken better Broun, as columnist on the Washington Daily News. 


“Top local radio star,” says the Washington Daily 
News of the singular Mr. Godfrey.’ 


A sweet combination— Godfrey, The Sun Dial, 
WJSV. Gulf Oil Corporation, for example, has 


yer. He’s been been using The Sun Dial every day for 3 years. 


Gulf and 56 other long-term 1939 clients will 
collect a bonus in October when WIJSV begins 


operating its new transmitter on 50,000 watts. 


microphone— 
for Barbasol, 


You can make the same deal. 


\ |S \ COLUMBIA’S STATION IN WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Owned and operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System. Represented by Radio Sales: New York 


Chicago ¢ Detroit « St. Louis + Cincinnati + Charlotte, N. C. e Los Angeles « San Francisco 
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to KBND, 
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| F.C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 


Ne ee nanan ee ee | EAA AAD 


MAJOR DECISIONS 


1itter and objectionable interference would 
Bend, or other outside stations. Station 


will operate on 1310 ke with 100 watts. 


Washington, July 18 Pennsylvanian: ‘Uvansfer of control of Walker & Downing 
: , ; $e] ‘ hi i ‘or WWSW), Pittsburgh, to the P. G. Publishing 
, 7 ma: Transfer of control of WHBB, Selma smallie Radio Corp. ¢ a : ° nnlte i 

Phoenix, Ariz., July 18. PE rare on 1500 ke, received final okay from the Commish, Co., finally opproved last Thursday (13). eee is the 
Three additional stations last week with Commissioner Thompson not participating. Station— Pennsylvania Rowspene: Cos, pesneutty sonic ge 
joined the Arizona Broadcasting Co. togehtre with Selma Broadcasting Co., Inc., licensee—turned se vba and Piste + agg " 4. operat on 5 Cc 

. ‘ri 4 S ‘isler, J ; 6 watts nights, 25 watts days. 

over to Bascom Hopson Friday (14) by S. A. Cisler, Jr., H. wit 
network, bringing the number of 


A. Shuman and G. W. Covington, Jr. 





Puerto Rico: Ne 


w papers issued for WKAQ, as Commish 
outlets to five They will operate, California: Final order on increased operation of KROY, pone pn Mpa ayes ag | by he — oo Rico, | 
. 2 ‘ted last week. Transmitter giv: e green- an statio 8 operate: tac orporatio ‘ 
individually or as a group, aS sup: Sant te Sk, ape ay a ti ; ie : Pri fay (14), athe Be = using 1249 ke with 1 kw 
rht to start night operatio ast Frida » USINE ese ;  .n , , . : ! , -¢ 

plementary stations. All state and| | casienn ent of 1210 ke and same 100-watt power which it now South Carolina: Yearnings of J. Samuel Brody for 6 new | 
national sales services of the five af-| .iioloys for daytime operation station at Sumter were gratified by the Commish in a decision 
. . . A linated | (2) Ple of KSAN. San Francisco, to move transmitter finding the applicant qualified to construct and maintain the 
filiates will be coordinated. | 1 ie aid ie siaanitng a te Oo] Commish, but transmitter and substantial need for the proposed service. 

. : : ~ ‘ y instal a ‘ e dis ssei ) ie oO ish, . 

New stations are KWJB, Globe; ome be litional applications met with Gov nment approval. No interference expected to existing stations when the new 
KCRJ, Jerome, and KUMA, Yuma. } New six-month ticket was given the station and request ae gee! starts operation on 1310 ke with 100 watts nights, 

r aT . . “ ‘ ; a > 250 we = ys. 
First two operate on 9250 watts day- | for assignment of license to the Golden G rr Broad _— Sage wt Sesisten Cemnioh tensed dows & foumest af 
: » s ok , Transmitte yperates on 20 ke with 10¢ © ® ‘ “ . ——s = . vs 
time and 100 watts night, while the | pte "Ss mayes rerrnen, Seen ¥ WIS, Inc., for special experimental authority to operate a 
third is 100 watts day and night. | anaes New station for Brunswick materialized Friday Satellite station - —, on 560 gh - "oe —— 
a oe : ei ‘ ‘ . rhts No sign that the licensee of 5S, Columbia, wou 

, - ys s road- 14) when final order was adopted in the matter of the nig x 
KWJB ~ operated by a 7 Ari | Geasten ge usting Company's request Will be operated contribute substantially to the radio art ‘ : 
casting Co., KCRJ by Central J et 7 1500 ke with 250 watts days, 100 watts nights Texas: (1) Increased operation for KAND, Corsicana, 
zona Broadcasting Co. and KUMA by “ ‘Westen Broadcasting Co. of Fort Dodge ready forecast in a favorable proposed finding giving the daytime 

~ ' 

Dr. A. H. Schermann, of Flagstaff. 


| to set up business with a new 








night 
: : ‘ , 5 - " , 00 ratts rhts (us fied service exists, Commish held, but station must maintain its 
Primary stations in the network etl i hy pd pe rag e + T Sanatieadl “@ WB ng, Tie ype paren present 100 watts power during daytimes. Now has a satis- 
r | . # e ’ nt - . , _ — ' -- ac - © ime “ragwe ; ‘ ) y 7 g ( y i 
are KTAR, Phoenix, = hee tet proval Thuraday (13). wee ad daytime coverage and upping of day power is not 
Tucson. Both are NBC affiliates, the Michigan: Commish permission for WHDF, Calumet, to 
former with the red network | 0 ~ gobo pose ait ciaadioe ae on i oe enterference te other stations and will provide the Galy lecal | } 
: n o C © ¢ i < e Ste ( “a " eo . . ‘nraic . . vree 
(WEAF), the latter with the blue | cation in another town. ‘Very desirable, Commish agreed, ae gh peevies bes Lang enn savecd. gh 
: o | aed chopp servi which residents P the Cs nd 2 inal ore adopted giving KRBA, Lufkin, a daytime 
(WJZ). Group 1s represented na to end the 10oppy service wh h resident: of the alumet power boost from 100 to 250 watts and permitting the Red 
tionally by Paul H. Raymer, with of- | Laurium are at present are receiving and full time con- I is B ' - A : i Ps eae ee 
ms ° tinuous local  breadecat coverage is needed badly. No quarrel ands broadcasting Association, icens to make changes | 
fices in New York, Detroit, Chicago | over financia technical, legal and other qualifications of in transmitting equipme 
and San Francisco; and by Walter | the Upper Michigan Broadcasting Co., licensee of WHBF, to 
. . erate transmitter ay excel] for the IT 
idick in Los Angeles. operat the transn r day and night, x ept NEW APPLICA ONS 
Biddick 11 ‘ application of Lane J. Horrigan for the same facilities, 
— Horrigan’s plea was dimissed without pr-jucic and pro- Florida: WFLA, Tampa, boost night power from 1 to 6 
posed decision was accompanied by the suggestion that he put kw; WLAK, Lake Region Broadcasting Co., Lakeland, night 
F. 0. MYERS AT KPLT in a bid for another frequency. While the Commish was un- power increase from 100 to 250 watts 
: able to see the point of yanking WHBF's facilities to pro- Illinois: WCBS, Springfield, night power jump from 100 to 
Paris, Texas, July 18. vide for a new station at Hancock, agreed that the Hancock- 250 watts; WMBI, the Moody Bible Institute Radio Station, 
Frank O. Myers has been named Houghton <rhee 18 — in —s a improved hae teow J be Chicago, voluntary assignment of license to the Moody Bible 
} rigans application, 1iowever, woul iave provider 0 y a e Insitute of Chicago. 
general manager of KPLT, succeed- | time coverage, where WHBF’s request will install a new , P ishi ‘ 
ase. ae e reques . Massachusetts: Worcester Telegram Publishing Co., Inc., 
ing Fred Humphrey, who resigned } full-time service Holdern, new high frequency broadcast station on 43,400 ke 
to become manager of KGKL at San | Coveted assignment was 1379 ke with 250 watts days, 100 with 1 kw; WHAT, John W. Haigis, Greenfield, night power 
ffili d | watts nights—on which WHBF has been operating with jump from 100 to 250 watts 
Angelo. Both stations are affiliate | specified hours. Denial without prejudice was recommended Mississippl: WJDX, Jackson, night juice-jump from 1 to 
with the Texas State Wetwork. | when Horrigan abandoned his attempts to snaffle the Calu- 5 kw. ‘ : 
Myers was connected with KFJZ | met transmitter’s facilities. | ; ' Oklahoma: KTOK, Oklahoma City, night power increase 
J “ * f . here Minnesota: Last word ‘Yes,’ was given Friday (14) to from 100 to 250 waits. 
in Fort Worth before coming . pase yy he Jaren, licensee of gee on his request for re- Oregon: KRNR, News-Review Co., Roseburg, increase 
_ newal o icense for the Fergus Falls transmitter , 


Ted Grace, who handled many | tion on 1200 ke 








station to be 


In addition to getting an okay for KGDE to continue opera- 


operat smallie the 


ed on 1370 


night power 
Tennessee: 


from 1 


right to 


WROL, 


add night hours Need for a 


00 to 250 watts 


Knoxville, 


i change frequency from 1310 
with 100 watts nights, 250 watts “— Bina to 620 ke, boost power from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, 
" ceived renewals for experimental relay stations KIIV anc t 500 watts night, 1 kw ds install , ansmi 
: z . troi road re eivec ) 0 5 atts ight, Ww days, insta new transmitter and 
programs for WJR, De O t, W10XBH. g night directional antenna and move transmitter locally. 
campus studio at University “i Ohio: Work on a new broadcasting station at Mansfield Texas: KNOW, Austin, install new transmitter, make 
Michigan, has joined regular staff en gp tal a “ ory Ric ~— Inc., wg eter estan changes in antenna and boost power from 100 watts to 100 
2 . P ’ yor< ommish adoption of, its propose: dings. ste ) watts nights, 250 watts days; WACO, Frontier Broadcastin 
ning ’ - : r 7 & 
at WJR follov ing graduation. He's will be operated daytimes only, on 1370 ke. with 250 watts. Co., Inc., Waeo, jump night power from 100 to 250 watts. 
scion of Ted Grace, of Grace & Oregon: Probable go-ahead signal for Southern Oregon West Virginia: WBLK, Clarksburg, jump night power 
Bement advertising agency, Detroit. Broadcasting Co., Grants Pass, on its request for a new from 100 to 250 watts. : 
broadcast station, indicated by the Commish in a proposed Wisconsin: WEMP, Milwaukee, increase night power from 
finding approving the idea. se 100 to 250 watts; WCLO, Gazetie Printing Co., Janesville, 
Applicant is in all ways qualified to construct and operate boost night power from 100 to 250 watts. 





Craney-ASCAP 











(Continued from page 21) 
e ery day and night program to see 
that the broadcaster’s report gibed 
with the facts might make it neces- 
sary for ASCAP to charge as high as 
15% instead of the present 5%. 








Discrepancies 


As an illustration of why ASCAP 
would have to maintain such check- 
ir.g service Frohlich citec some of 
the experiences that he said ASCAP 
has had with even the present blan- 
ket system. In checking the books 
of but 240 stations from January 1 
to date ASCAP auditors have un- 
covered discrepancies on commercial 
program payments amounting to 
$300,000. Last year, he stated, these 
discrepancies totaled $500,000, while 
the year before it was $400,000. 
Frohlich declared that he can’t yet 
understand why the broadcasters ob- 
ject to paying 5% for music when 
they so readily give up 15% to ad 
| agencies and another 15% to station 
reps. 

Craney kept contendius through- 
o t that the underlying principle of 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 
Gl you need di 


AM 
Central Ohio 


JOHN BLAIR &CO.,Representative 


5000 WATTS DAY 


1000 WATTS NIGHT 


HILDEGARDE 


Radio Transcriptions 


























Decca Records 


ought to be changed. 
|ASCAP of harassing him with 
threats to cut off his music service 
if he didn’t pay w 
Also to bring infringement proceed- 


EONEILLS’ 


Per. Mgr.—ANNA SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep—JACK BERTELL 




















By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


| 
| 
| 
[AUGHTER TEARS xo [{EART-THROBS 
| Presented by Ivoty Soap - 99 “*/ 100° 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EDST 
IN CBS - WABC— 2:15 to 2:30 P.M. EDST 
ee 


COAST TO COAST 


Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


® pure 





the ASCAP contract was bad and ' 
Fe accused | 


his back fees. | 





|ings against him. Frohlich replied | 
said | 


that all this was true. H> 
that Craney hasn’t paid anything to 
ASCAP in two years and four 
months and that ASCAP has gath- 
ered a mass of 
| dence against KGIR and it was on 
the verge of filing $25,000 worth of 
suits against the station. 


infringement evi- | 


is still stymied by the reluctance of 
any legislators to take on a load of 
technical grief, but Wheeler’s inter- 


| est in this phase of radio problems 


| foreshadowed action next year. He 
| hinted he will not go along meekly 
on any proposal to keep some sort 
of minimum damage award—even 


| though it may be reduced materially 


Wheeler was peeved by the| anc the multiple assesments may be 
report that he was embarrassed’; wiped out. 
at Craney (a personal friend) | 
_ bringing him into the mess and that, | 
| 


secondly, he has been trying to wan- 
gle favors for the owner of KGIR, 
| Butte. 

Disclaiming all knowledge of the 
anti-ASCAP tactics going on in his! 
home state, Wheeler told Variety: | 

‘There is strong sentiment in Con- | 
gress that the copyright act should 
be amended. It is out of date as 
applied to broadcasting in this coun- 
try. I feel that programs sent over 
the chains should be cleared at the 
source so every little broadcaster 
will know he is not in danger of be- 
ing sued for a violation of the law 


It's the Humidity 


9444444464444446446446444464 
By ROD REED 


Boake Carter to transcribe broad- 
casts in the fall, News hot off the 
pressing. 


Revised setup probably will make 
that serial ‘Jack Armstrong, the All- 
Educational Boy’. 


Because of what it will do to 





he had nothing to do with. Further- | 


more, the royalties should be paid | 
at the source, The chains are pass- | 
ing too much of the bill on to their 
| affiliates. 

| ‘It has been charged that ASCAP 
| is a monopoly and the Government 
ha: a suit pending. This action ought 
to be disposed of. Either the Jus- 
| tice Department should prosecute or 
| dismiss. This case, to say the least, 
| has been handled in the Department 
|of Justice in a way that indicates 
fag ee is wrong.’ 

| Whispers he was impressed by 
_ASCAP’s point about the impossibil- 
ity of operating on a per-program 
royalty basis and that he has been 
| high-pressuring the FCC to grant 
| Craney’s principal outlet 50 kw in- 
furiated the legislator. In regard to 
|KGIR’s desire for high power, 
| Wheeler declared tartly ‘If Craney 
|; wants 50 kw, I never heard of it. 
| It’s all bunk that I’m trying to help | 
him get it’ 





| 


schedules, Chi radio folks refer to 
it as ‘Nightmare Baseball’. 





In Seattle, records of their speech- 
es are sold to politicos. Form of 
self-torture. 





Jimmy Walker wonders if his 
sponsor will return next Autumn. 
‘Will You Love Me in September 
as You Did in May?’ 





Coin phono machines annual gross 
is $175,000,000. Highest price ever 
paid for needlework. 


Quacks on high-powered Mexican 
stations have medicine that will cure 
everything but their own spiels. 


Buddy Rogers has more new bands 
than a hat factory. 





Mixing ‘Em in New Orleans 
New Orleans, July 18. 








Wheeler warned Buck and Froh- 
|lich pointedly that in his estimation | 
| ASCAP should change its policies 
| and tactics. Enactment of copyright | 
laws in various states aimed at the 
| society should be a warning, he de-| 
| clared, and demonstrates growing | 


Personnel changes this week gives 
| WNOE a new sales manager, and 


| WDSU a Special Events man, Walter 
| Williams, resigned as chief of sales 
|} at WNOE to specialize in Special 


Events at WDSU. 


Clark Alexander, was appointed 


| dissatisfaction with the methods em-| to succeed Williams at WNOE, with 


ployed to force users to pay ASCAP | 
terms. Wheeler was unimpressed | 
by arguments about Constitutional | 
protection for tunesmiths. 


| The latest effort to bring the copy- | 


right statute up to date and meet 
| some of the broadcasters’ objections | 


| Duke Brewster formerly of the sales 
staff of WCOV, Montgomery, Ala., 
added to the sales staff of WNOE. 

Jack Bartlett, formerly of WNOE 
sales, shifted to announcer, replacing 
| Ken Elliott, who joined brother Billy 
|}as announcer on WDSU. 





WORKER JIBES 
PROF ON RADIO 


Philadelphia, July 18. 
Albert Roberts, a chauffeur, grabbed 
be of the honors on the ‘People’s 
Platform’ show, which CBS origi- 
nated through WCAU, Philadelphia, 
| last Wednesday (12) evening. Chauf- 
feur was added to the round-table 


| just a half hour before the broad- 
| cast. A mechanic was originally 
| slated to give the views of ‘the 





little 
| man’ on a third term for the presi- 
| dent, but shortly before the airing 
| his wife called to say he couldn't 
| come, Ken Stowman, WCAU con- 
| tactor, scoured garages in the neigh- 


borhood of the station and picked up 
Roberts, driver for a socialite family. 

Forum came down to a heated dis- 
cussion between Dr. Ernest Mincr 


Night operation on 1310 ke would not cause objectionable | Patterson, professor of economics at 


the University of Pennsylvania and 
president of the American Academy 
| of Political and Social Sciences, and 
Roberts. 


Maverick Plays Radio 


San Antonio, July 18. 
Maury Maxverick, former New 
Deal Congressman and _ present 


mayor of San Antonio is taking to 
radio on an increasing scale, appar- 
ently as a build-up for climbing back 
into the national political picture. 
Hizzoner has inaugurated a series of 


‘fireside chats’ over KTSA and ‘is 
using the air whenever possible in 
his public appearances and activities. 

In defeating the C. K. Quin-Kilday 
alliance last May for the mayoralty 
election, Maverick used radio to ad- 
vantage on time bought by his Fu- 
sion party. Although he sidesteps 
revealing his plans, it’s figured his 
growing use of the air and his trips 
to outlying sections of the country 
are an attempt to build the ground- 





work for a national comeback. 


NAN WYNN 


ON 


“TIME TO SHINE” 


Tuesdays 10 P.M., EDST 
CBS Network 


Mgt.: Columbia Artists, Inc. 


























JACK HASTY 


NOW WRITING 


“Eb & Zeb” for Al 
Pearce (Grapenuts) 





Ford Summer Show 


SET FOR FALL 
“Dr. Christian” 


JOSEPHRINES 


And His 


ORCHESTRA 
Hotel St. Regis 


Viennese Roof 
2nd Consecutive Year 
NBC—THRICE WEEKLY 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
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Palestine Radio Studio Quietly Moved 
In Middle of Night by W. K. Brasher 





Jerusalem, July 1. 


Palestine’s radio station moved 
suddenly in the middle of the night 
jast week to new quarters. New spot 
js in a quieter section of this trou- 
ple-beset town. Seven studios are 
now provided in place of the mere 
two formerly available. Whole thing 
js patterned after BBC’s Broadcast- 
ing House. 

Work of completing the studios, 
like the actual moving of effects, 
was done quietly. Engineer-in-chief 
w. K. Brasher made it his last job in 
Jerusalem. He has now gone back 
to London as secretary-general of 
the British Institute of Electrical 
Engineers. 

New studios occupy property owned 
by the former Queen of Abyssinia, 
who is one of the big landowners in 
Jerusalem. 


BRIBE-TAKING 
STARTS CAIRO 
PROBE 


—_—————_—— 





Cairo, July 1. 

A Government inquiry headed by 
the Minister of Education is now pro- 
ceeding here against the Egyptian 
State Broadcasting System, the only 
radio network in Egypt. It’s leased 
by the Government to Marconi for 
operation over an eight-year period. 

The inquiry was caused by an ar- 
ticle published in an Arabic weekly 
and written by an Arabic cabaret 
singer declaring that the Director of 
the Arabic program section had ac- 
cepted bribes and had ‘not given out 
the expected contracts. 

Both the Arabic and European pro- 
gram staffs have been called before 
Government officials. Hearings have 
been secret. 

Marconi concession has still three 
years to go. 





Silk Stocking Issue 
Packs Anti-Jap Punch 


Mexico City, July 18. 
Mexican senoritas and senoras are 
eurrently rebelling against the high 
cost of silk stockings. Radio stations 
have taken up the hue and cry as a 
popular issue, 
It serves, 


too, for some slurs 


against Japan whose fascism is very 


unpopular in this pro-labor repub- 
ae, 











NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 


ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 




















i London Calling : 


London, July 10. 
Sir Hamilton Barty, Sir Granville 








Bantock, William Walton, Arthur 
Bliss, Eugene Goossens, Constant 
Lambert, Frank Bridge, Frederic 


| Austin and Arwel Hughes will con- 
| duct their own works during 45th 
| season of Promenade Concerts which 
| BBC will air from Aug. 12, 





Gaumont-British putting Baird 
television set into the Gaumont, 
Haymarket; uptown installations be- 
ing fixed at Lewisham and Hammer- 

| smith will give G-B six equipped 
| houses, 

Macleans, Ltd., have renewed con- 

| tract for the Reginald Foort Sunday 
| half hours on Radio Normandy. 





| Radio Normandy now has ‘Doing 
| the Daily Dozen,’ which consists of 
a series of physical exercize pro- 
grams, conducted by Eric Egan, a 
South African athlete. 





Beatrice Lillie was in the final 
program (until autumn) of the regu- 
lar BBC Saturday night ‘Music Hall’ 
bills, July 1, 





St. Martin .Preserving Co. has 
signed for four times a week over 
Normandy. Mary Ward, a newcomer 
to Normandy, to speak as one house- 
wife to another, 


Political Time 
Donations Urged 
By Government 








Montreal, July 18. 


Though not obliged by law to give 
up time for free political talks 
during Federal elections, private 
stations in Canada will henceforth 
be ‘invited’ to carry national broad- 
casts on a sustaining basis, accord- 
ing to an official announcement is- 
sued by the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. The CBC has undertaken to 
provide free time on Government 
stations for political broadcasting in 
forthcoming general elections and 
has suggested to independent sta- 
tions that they also hook onto the 
Government net ‘as a measure of 
public service in consideration, in 
part, of the privilege of operating 
on a public franchise.’ 


In addition to arrangements for 
free national network time for the 
national political parties, the CBC 
will permit a further type of net- 
work broadcasting. Subsidiary hook- 
ups of privately-owned stations will 
be permitted to sell time. But no 
subsidiary hookup will be author- 
ized to carry a political broadcast 
during a period for which a Gov- 
ernment network broadcast is 
scheduled. 

Privately-owned stations will be at 
liberty to sell time to political 
parties and candidates for local 
broadcasts only. But no Govern- 
ment stations will be available for 
commercial political talks. 














FEATURING MARY ANN McCALL | 


| the nightly newscast at 9.00 p. m., 
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SUES FOR INCOME TAX 


But XEAW, Reynosa, says Mexican 
Auditors in Error 








Mexico City, July 18, 

Internacional Radio- 
operator of radio 
jstation XEAW, 100,000 watts, at 
| Reynosa, just over border from 
| Texas, is asking district court for a 
restraining order against the min- 
istry of finance. Latter wishes to 
collect fines for station’s alleged 





Compania 
difusora, S. A, 


failure to settle income taxes on 
| wages it paid 36 American enter- 
tainers. 


Station declares it paid and that 
the ministry’s 
to date. 


Rutherford Loses 
Legal Point In 
Anzac Court 


Sydney, June 27. 

Recorded lectures by Judge Ruth- 
erford and sponsored by the Watch- 
|tower Society of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
jhave been ruled as non-entertain- 
|ment by a judge of the Supreme 
|Court. When Rutherford was in 
| Australia a year or so ago he was 
| refused permission by City Fathers 
}to hold a special meeting in City 
| Hall, Following this ban, other city 
| authorities elsewhere refusea halls 
|to Rutherford and his followers, 
| Permission was refused this month 
|to Watchtower to broadcast a waxed 
| lecture. 

To overcome the ban thus imposed 
throughout New South Wales, 
Watchtower sent mobile units into 
the nabes to air the waxers. Fol- 
| lowing complaints, police stepped in 
}and brought a Watchtower repre- 
|sentative before a local magistrate. 
A small fine was imposed, but case 
| was taken to Supreme Court for a 
‘final ruling. Judge held that airings 
|as presented by Rutherford’s fol- 
| aware could not be classed as enter- 
| tainment. 

Majority of commercial radio sta- 
| tions have declined to sell time to 
the Rutherford cult. 


FRENCH RADIO RATIO 














Paris, July 10. 
France has one radio set to every 


just published by the French Minis- 
try of Posts and Telegraphs. This 
country’s set ownership as of May 31 
was found tc be 5,077,238, an increase 
of 46,662 sets over May of last year. 

Set owners are required to de- 
clare their mechanism and pay the 
|government an annual tax of 50 
|francs. Failure to declare brings an 
| added penaliy of 200 francs. 


CBC Expands Its News 

















Winnipeg, July 18. 


specific geographical needs of the 
five Canadian regions,” a new and 
'enlarged Canadian Press news serv- 
ice went into effect over the French 
|and English networks of the Cana- 
| dian Broadcasting Corp. 

The original plan of enlargement 
ef service over the CBC was first 
' made known by the chairman of the 
| Board of Governors of the CBC, L. 
| W. Brockington, K. C. of Winnipeg, 
' when he made a speech before the 
| Radio Committee of the House of 
Commons in March, 
| Four newscasts have been added 
_to the daily schedule of the net- 
works. They are 10.30 to 10.45 a. m., 
CST ‘to French network only); same 
'also going to the mideast net; an- 
| other one of a like nature to the 
| Prairie and Pacific network and the 
fourth coming at 2.00 p. m., CST, 
this going to the British Columbia 
network only. 

This will not make any change in 


CST, which goes to the entire 


nationwide network. 





Lovis Leprebon of agency rela- 
tions department of CKAC, Mont- 
real, marries Esielle Townsley, non- 
pro, Aug. 5. 








bookkeeping isn’t up} 


| organization is 


| 


1 SET TO 8 PERSONS 


eight persons, according to figures 


Coverage Geographically jznatea by a committee composed | 


Described as ‘designed to fill the | 
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J.B. Priestley Novel Written Directly 
For Radio Will Be Read, Not Acted 


+ ques mensemenme 


London, July 11. 

. B. Priestley is mixed up in a 
Controls | gag British Broadcasting Corp. aims 
| to try out on the customers. Writer 
has been commissioned to write a 
| novei for broadcasting, which will 
be first ever authored for the radio 
tor-general, F. W. Ogilvie, had an- | medium, and it will go over the air 
other shot at disproving the convic- | in 12 chapters from September. Yarn 
tion held in many quarters that the | will be presented without effects but 
under Government); as straight reading, and Priestley 
domination. Trying to find reasons’ will voice first and final episodes 
for what he called an ‘illusion,’ personally. 

speaker suggested it might be be-| Tale is to be called ‘Let the People 





BBC’S HAIR-SLICING 


Government 
Radie Distateful to Ogilvie 

London, July 11, 

British Broadcasting Corp's direc- | 


cause of ignorance in the foreign | Sing’, and will be located in the 
and empire press of the Royal Char- | English sticks, much as was same 
ter system, which leaves any con- | author’s ‘Good Companions’. Writer 


cern so licensed ‘almost entirely free ; has been connected with much ex- 
in the conduct of its day-to-day af-| perimental work on stage and 
fairs.’ screen, as also television, but this is 
Admitted that BBC in certain, his first deliberate incursion into 
branches maintained touch with gov- | radio. 
ernment departments, but claimed | 


this was because Corp only endeav- 
ored always to obtain the best ad- | 
vice. 
Point not touched by Ogilvie was 
that the U. K. monopolistic web is MUSIC T0 


entirely dependent on the govern- 
London, July 11. 


ment for its finance. Some 86% of 
First hook-up ever planned be- 


its income is from radio licenses 
issued to the public by the General 

tween British Broadcasting Corp. and 
Soviet radio web occurs this month. 











Treasury, can determine what pro- 
portion of that taxation shall be al- 

general, guided by a govt-appointed | be relayed from Moscow, and other 
advisory committee, has the direct | broadcasts from same source are to 














Post Office, which, guided by the 
the mercy of the government in 
vision side, where the postmaster- | program of Russian folk music will 
stations, which are effected by cable 
(| e work, 
arifies What 


office. 
links, Russian broadcast will be 
| 
CBC Idea Means. 


lotted to BBC. Thus in this way, if 
He did not, and could not, deny 
sayso, |be put out in the future. Unlike 
picke? up direct on the short waves 
} 


no other, British radio is entirely at 
direct government finger in tele- 
majority of pick-ups from European 
Harry Sedgwick 
airy C and rediffused over the local net- 





Atlantic City, July 18. 

Harry Sedgwick, head of CFRB, 
Toronto, while attending the NAB 
convention last week, siated that | 
there appeared some misunderstand- 
ing in the States as to the part that | 
the Canadian Broadcasting Co. will | 
play in furnishing private-owned | 
stations with hookup facilities. Sedg- 
wick pointed out that the CBC had | 
no intention of setting up a second | 
network and that it would merely | 
function as the sole go-between on | 
commercial network programs. 

Under the previous setup ad 
agencies made the arrangement for 
facilities direct with the apens 
company. Now the CBC will not! 
only take care of the agency’s order | 
but assume the billing chores for the | 
stations involved. It will also absorb | 
the credit risk. Details will be} 





SALT LAKE CITY 


of CBC executives and members of | 
the Canadian Association of Broad- | 
casters, ‘ 
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Pittsburgh Local's Prez on Rampage 
Against Canned Service in Cafes 





. Pittsburgh, July 18. 

Clair Meeder, president of Musi- 
cian’s Union, Local 60, calling atten- 
tion to the fact that one-third of 
Pittsburgh’s 1,600 professional mu- 
sicians are unemployed, threatened 
action here last week against a new 
form of mechanical’ music “or hotels 
and restauréats and also against nit- 
eries using traveling name bands ex- 
clusively. Unless operators of the 
‘canned’ music service, which ‘as 
been installed in several eating 
places here lately and which like- 
wise made its appearance last week 
at one night club (Eddie Peyton’s), 
agree not to displace musicians by 
such installations, Meeder said every 
orthestra and musician will be with- 
drawn from hotels now using the 
transmitted recordings. 


Meeder said there would be a 
showdown and pointed specifically 
to William Penn Hotel, town’s ace 
spot, which recently closed its sup- 
per dance room, the Urban Roof, 
and a few days ago installed the re- 
corded music in one of its dining 
halls. 
musicians, Billy Catizone foursome, 
in its Continental Bar. 


On the other hand, « repetition of 
last year’s month-long suspensior of 
radio broadcasts from night clubs 
appeared possible as the union an- 
nounced it was considering a re-| 
newal of the remote control charge | 
on all airings from cafes. Plan was | 
put into effect last yea: in an effort | 
to force nitery operators to employ | 
local bands for part of yrar. Fees 
were waived for spots which made| 
such an agreement, and brought 
most spots into line, practically all 
of them agreeing to use Pittsburgh | 
crews for 13 weeks out of the year. | 
Now Meeder is asking for an exten-' 
sion of that period. 


He claimed that local bands are at 
a disadvantage in getting nitery en-| 
gagements because booking organ- 
izations for the name crews have 
bought up lot of air time and can 
assure a park, hotel! or restaurant 
plenty of broadcasting shots. 


If the remote control fee plan is| 
adopted again this year by the union | 
it will be permanent, Meeder pre- | 
dicted, ‘because night clubs change! 
hands so often that we have to go 


through the same thing each year.’ 


ARNSTEIN LOSES HIS 
MULTI-SUITS VS. ASCAP 


Federal Judge Edward A. Conger 
in N. Y. last week dismissed all 
causes of action in the suit of Ira 
B. Arnstein against the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, Music Publishers Pro- 
tective Association, Song Writers 
Protective Association, National 
Broadcasting Co., Columbia Broad- 
casting, Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., 
Witmark, Broadway Music, E. B. 
Marks Music, Mills Music, Harms, 
Sam Fox Pub. Co., Nathaniel Shil- 
kret, Emery Deutsch, Gene Buck, 
John G. Paine, E. C. Mills, Harry 
Fox, Edwin H. Morris, M. Watten- 
berg, Louis Bernstein and Paul 
Jonas. 

Arnstein alleged plagiarism of 
some 50 odd songs written by him, 
and a conspiracy to prevent him 
from earning a living as a song- 
writer through keeping him from 
ASCAP membership. 

Judge Conger opined that ‘in the 
whole case I have been unable to 
find a scintilla of evidence that 
ASCAP, or any of its members 
‘pirated’ any one of his songs. I 
find that ASCAP is a private as- 
sociation, that no one has an abso- 
lute right to be a member, and that 
it has the sole power to say who 
shall belong and who shall not.’ 

On the plagiarism count, Judge 
Conger said, ‘There is a similarity 
in the melodic line, but not such a 
similarity as amounts to identity or 
to constitute copying.’ 

The complaint was dismissed with 
costs, but without awarding attor- 
neys’ fee to the defendants’ coun- 
sel. 

Arnstein stated that he intends to 








_ carry an appeal of the entire case | 


w the circuit court of appeals, and 
‘to expose the entire judicial sys- 
tem.’ 


Hotel now uses only four live) 


| John Kirby Alternatives 


John Kirby orchestra goes into 
either the Panther Room of the Col- 
lege Inn at the Sherman Hotel, Chi- 
cago or the Hotel Ambassador in 
Chicago in the Fall. 

It’s likely that the five-riece com- 
bination will go into the Sherman 
as an alternate band with Harry 
James, however. 


NAME BANDS TO 
ENCORE AT 
MICH. FAIR 











Detroit, July 18. 


Although Michigan State Fair will 
revert fundamentally to agriculture 
| this fall, under new management of 
| Dr. Linwood W. Snov, it'll retain 
'one outstanding highlight of past 
two years, the ‘name’ band policy 
' credited with pulling fair out of red 
| first time in many years. 


Frank N. Isbey, man:.ger of Amer- 
ica’s oldest fair for two years under 
former regime of Gov. Frank Mur- 
phy, inaugurated the all-star Coli- 
seum shows, at 25c a throw, as a 
front gate come-on. Raised attend- 
ance from nowhere to almost a mil- 
lion last fall, with about seven of 
the biggest name bands in bi~ play- 
ing two-day shots during the 14-day 
fair. While coliseum show didn’t al- 
ways come out on the profit side, it 
had the desired effect of putting a 
cosmopolitan air around the fair and 
dragging ’em in through the fair en- 
trance turnstiles. 

Name bands will again occupy the 
state Coliseum this fall, it’s under- 
stood, although Dr. Snow revealed 
that 10,000-seat spot wilf be used 
part-time for livestock judging. Dr. 
Snow last week asked the state for 
an advance of $70,000 to meet 
premiums for this year’s fair, and 
declared that ‘I think Mr. Isbey was 
absolutely correct in that idea (name 
bands) and that it hoids the secret 
of revenue for the fair.” This admis- 
sion was an about-face for Dr. Snow, 
who shortly after he was appointed 
to succeed Isbey, blasted Isbey’s 
‘ballyhoo acts’ in the two previous 
fairs. 


Ina Ray Hutton Band 
Recruited in Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, July 18. 

Band of 14 men, recruited chiefly 
from ranks of Local 60 here, was 
taken by Ina Ray Hutton last week 
and left immediately tor Wildwood, 
N. J., and a break-in date. Orches- 
tra was organized here by B'lly 
Esch, long-time arranger for Miss 
Hutton, and he rehearsed outfit for 
several weeks before gal maestro 








and Milton Pickman, of Rockwell 
office, which books Miss Hutton, 
gave it their okay. 


Miss Hutton disbanded her all-girl 
crew because of difficulty in getting 
girl bands booked into big hotel 
spots. Now, with a men’s outfit, it’s 
, figured it will be easier for her 
| to break into those former tabus. 





¢ Band Bookings 


Seger Ellis, week, July 22, Surf 
Beach Club, Virginia Beach, Va. 

Woody Herman, week Aug. 4, Fox 
theatre, Philadelphia; Aug. 11, Capi- 
tol, Wash.; Aug. 18, Hipp, Balto. 

Charles Agnew, July 28-30; Seger 
Ellis, Aug. 18-20; Jimmy Dorsey, 
Aug. 25-27, Castle Farms, Cinn. 

Freddie Fisher, two weeks, July 
25, Old Vienna, Cinn., 

Claude Hopkins, July 30, Savoy 
B., Chicago; 31, Graystone B., De- 
troit; Aug. 3, Buckeye Lake, Ohio. 

King’s Jesters, Broadmoor Country 
Club, Denver, Colorado, July 26, in- 
definite. 


Louis Armstrong, Harlem Night 
Club, Lovejoy, Ill., July 23; 24, Sun- 
set Terrace, Indianapolis; 26-27, Or- 
pheum theatre, Madison, Wis.; 28, 
Coliseum, St. Paul. 


Benny Meroff, week July 24, Enna 
Jettick Park, Auburn, N. Y. 


Les Brown, Aug. 26, indefinite, 
Syracuse hotel, Syracuse, N. Y. 


Rita Rio, July 30, Fernbrook Park, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 


Kyser’s $39,500 
For Fortnight 
In Frisco, L. A. 


In two record-breaking weeks 
successively, Kay Kyser came away 
with $35,500 for his end of a fort- 


night’s stage bookings in San Fran- 
cisco and Los Angeles. In Frisco, 
at the Golden Gate, his share was 
$16,500, having been guaranteed 
$10,000 against a percentage. The 
L. A. Paramount booking was 50-50 
from the first dollar, less $1,000, so 
his share of the Par’s $40,000 gross 
was $19,000 last week. 


This week Kyser is back at the 
Frisco Expo, in line with the name 
band policy lined up by MCA 
starting with Benny Goodman, et al. 


JIMMY LUNCEFORD’S 
EUROPEAN ROUTE 


Route of Jimmy Lunceford’s forth- 
coming European tour takes the 
band through Belgium, Holland, 
Denmark, Sweden, Switzerland, and 
several dates in Paris. It had been 
booked for one or two dates in Eng- 
land but they were cancelled. 
Lunceford will be aired locally from 
each of his stands, and there’s a 
possibility several will be short- 
waved to America. 


Shoving off in August band opens 
the Swiss Expo, Zurich week Sept. 
1 then follows with dates in Bel- 
gium and Holland. On Sept. 16 
band will be at Copenhagen and 
then other Norse hookups. Oct 7 
back in Belgium at Antwerp; 
Strausberg, Switzerland follows; 
then Oct. 9 to Basle, Switzerland; 
10, Berne, Switzerland: 11, Lau- 
sanne; 12, Geneva; 14, Paris. Be- 
tween the Sept. 27-28 Oslo dates 
and Oct. 7 at Antwerp there are re- 
peat dates. 




















Pinky Tomlin sold his song, ‘In 
Old Oklahoma,’ for use in ‘The Out- 








lawed Marshall’ at Universal. 





Arthur Michaud, James Peppe Unite 





Pair Will Merge Efforts to Build and Handle 
Dance Orchestras 








come. 


‘setup now bcing readied. 


| Beside Krupa and Kaye the two; personnel. 


will have Buddy Rogers, 


Arthur Michaud, manager of Gene 
Krupa, and Jim Peppe, handler of 
Sammy Kaye, will combine offices | pendix 
within the next two or three weelzs | guests on the Fitch Bandwagon radio 
to handle Krupa, Kaye and a newly | show Aug. 6. 
acquired list of bands, with more to! 


| Semen for a June 29 opening, 
, Which was delayed by Hayton’s ap- 


removal. Johnny Long 


Michaud and Peppe will not book, 


Both will shutter their cur-| although Michaud has a AFM book- 
rent addresses 10 move into a new/ ing license, but will confine them- 


selves: to overseeing bookings and 
Pair will continue to 


who | buiid new oulfits as was done with 


Arnstein has been a prolific liti- | opened Saturday (15) at the Pea-! Rogers and Hayton, both of whose 


gant in Tin Pan Alley circles in re- | body Hotel, Memphis; Johnny Long 
and Lennie Hayton. Hayton’s band 


cent years, invariably without suc- 
cess. ‘ . 


| crews were recently put together, 
‘as well as taking good, but obscure 


is now in rehearsal It had been| outfits for buildup. 





———= 


Band Reviews 





BENNIE CARTER and Orchestra (15) 
With Dell St. John 
Apollo, N. ¥. 

Compared to some of the other 
colored bands that have played this 
Harlem theatre, Bennie Carter's is a 
commonplace semi-swing crew. It 
lacks the musicianship to rock over 
an infectious tune, its arrangements 
are humdrum, the band hasn’t style 
or animation and it presents a down- 
at-the-O’Sullivan appearance. Pretty 
glaring contrast to the smash Negro 
bands usually here. 


For its current stint, the band is 
in the pit for the stageshow, then 
climbs up on the stage bandstand for 
about 40 minutes on its own. It 
cemes to life occasionally on the 
strength of solo offerings of several 
of its members, but as a unit it defi- 
nitely fails to register. In makeup, 
it consists of three trombones, three 
trumpets, four saxes, piano, traps, 
guitar and bull fiddle, with Carter 
himself alternating in front with 
trumpet and sax (he’s better on the 
former). As it is, the outfit may 
have the potential stuff, but it’ll re- 
quire shrewd handling and training 
to lift it out of the strictly routine 
category. 

Of the individual contributions, 
Eddie Heywood ignites numerous 
passages at the piano, Tyree Glenn 
drops the trombone to uncork a 
couple of heated turns at the vibra- 
phone, while Deli St. John has a 
promising biend of liveliness and 
effortlessness, clear enunciation, 
rhythm and personality as vocalist. 
Her white dress would be even more 
becoming if it were simpler in de- 
sign. 

Carter does his own announcing 
and has an engaging directness and 
modesty. He extracts satisfactory 
tunes from the sax and trumpet, but 
his playing lacks showmanship. As 
for avpearance, the band not only 
is still wearing its winter outfits, but 
apparently didn’t even trouble to 
have them pressed. Hobe. 


ROMEO SILVA and Orch, (11) 
Brazilian Pavilion 
World’s Fair, N. Y. 


Spotted in the Brazilian Pavilion 
at the Expo this imported-from-Rio 
band is an authentic combination 
that features typical cariocan music. 
Accent of course is on the sambas 
with the tango, rhumba and conga 
next; also a few contemporaneous 
pops. 

The Brazilian Pavilian, due to the 
managerial presence of Jerome Zerbe, 
has becomé.a branch hangout of cafe 
society. Many of the Morocco bunch 
come out and whoop until past mid- 
night, in itself a departure, as most 
of the nationalistic pavilion restau- 
rants on the Court of Nations make 
10 p.m. the curfew. 

Another nice thing about the Bra- 
zilian restaurant is its leiusureliness 
and the fact it hasn’t been too much 
‘discovered’. Other overly-popular 
places, like the very costly French 
Pavilion eatery, now throw the food 
at the customer, and if it’s intended 
to be a goodwill getter for La Belle 
France, it’s certainly acting in re- 
verse. And especially at those stag- 
gering prices. And with every cap- 
tain strictly on the take. 

Brazil doesn’t give it away either 
at a $3.50 table d’hote, but the wine 
card is more reasonable. Noteworthy 
in its lack of native flavor, however, 
was (1) no native Brazilian vintages, 
the nearest potable being a native 
rum base for mix-it-with-honey dai- 
quiri cocktail, which is too sweet; 
and (2) a sparseness of native Bra- 
zilian dishes. 

However, it’s a nice environment, 
quite in the class division, and Romeo 
Silva’s native rhythm-makers are an 
attraction in themselves. It’s prob- 
ably the only foreign restaurant with 
dance-floor privileges, hence consid- 
ering that feature it’s a better buy 
than in the other class eateries where 
there’s no music (as in France), or 
just a smattering of atmospheric din- 
ner music (such as the gypsy combo 
in Rumanian house). 

The Banda da Lua (meaning ‘band 
of the moon’) is an alternating relief 
combo that hops out tc the Fair later, 
doubling with Carmen Miranda in 
‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadway legit. 
La Miranda herself is no small un- 
official attraction Sunday nights 
usually when she does her native dit- 
ties informally. Abel. 


BARRY WOOD ORCH. 
With Jean Murray 
Dance Music, Vocalizing 
Claremont Inn, N. Y. 


A new band that suggests much 

promise, headed by Barry Wood, who 
does a vocalizing stint four times 
weekly on a CBS sustainer, and has 
been with Vincent Lopez, Abe Ly- 
man and Paul Ash. ood’s outfit 
numbers 10 men. (Band began re- 
cording for Vocalion last week.) 
_ Originally Wood's band was booked 
into the Claremont, Riverside drive 
spot. for two weeks. The booking 
was then extended to four, based on 
results, and finally through Labor 
Day for a full summer season here. 

A vocalist who sells himself ve 
capably, Wood also ig no slouch wit 
the clarinet and sax, his two instru- 
ments. His band iftclines to sweet- 
ness in music, avoiding the ear-split- 


ideal for a place like tne Claremont, 
Has smooth, lilting style. 

Trade attracted here is mixed, but 
embraces a goodly portion of youth. 
ful dance enthusiasts of the type that 
doesn’t cry for the killer-diller thing, 
Orchestra is on tap weekdays from 
seven to midnight and from 7:30 to 
1 a. m. Saturdays and Sundays. 

Char. 














Ripley’s Show 





(Continued from page 1) 
place for opening. 
Meyer, marathon 
acts as a2 shill in the street-front 
display. There’s also a marathon 
‘piano-playing champ,’ Bill Hajek, in 
another store window. 

Stanley Graham, veteran outdoor 
showman, is general manager, while 
John McMahon, vet of many fairs, 
is managing director of the whole 
setup. Ripley, currently on a CBS 
show, will give regular radio boosts, 
as indicated by an early plug last 
Friday (14). Next week he takes 
his radio show audience on a tour 
of the Odditorium. 

Lower floor contains various un- 
usual items Ripley has collected on 
his extensive world travels. The 
more important exhibits have lec- 
turers, usually comely femmes as- 
signed to spiel. Foremost in this 
display is the Japanese man, an Ori- 
ental masterpiece in the form of a 
life-size wooden image of Hananuma 
Mesakicht. The Japanese artist made 
the image as a reproduction of him- 
self in 1885. 

Three Shows t/3--. 5 

Upper level is divided into a large 
theatre auditorium seating about 600, 
an Illusion Room and a Gaming 
Room. In the latter, five or more 
typical gambling gadgets are operat- 
ed with novelty greenbacks, payoff 
being an expose of how ‘the house 
always wins.’ It attracts because 
probably the first tirae done so elab- 
orately and with experts at the 
tables. One of them was a house- 
dealer on a Coast showboat. 

Carl Rosini, veteran magician, pre- 
sides in the Illusion Room with sev- 
eral stages for equipment needed in 
the different tricks of magic. The 
headless woman, a sword box, saw- 
ing a woman in half and the like pro- 
vide the entertainment here. 

Upstairs Odditorium (theatre) is 
air-conditioned. Here a revolving 
stage show is continuous. The new- 
fangled opera chairs are unique in 
being the first movable ones in New 
York. They operate on rollers so 
that it is not necessary to get up to 
permit a patron to get to his seat. 

Performance, running about 40 
minutes, includes 10 to 11 acts, lat- 
ter number being on for opening 
week. Standout are Rollo Clark, 
glass-eater; Frank Paxton, minde 
reader; Herbert Loe, burning cigaret 
and cigar chewer; John Tio, talking 
parrot with Francis Abella and 
Rivers and Palmer, liquic air ma- 
nipulators. Clark chews hunks of 
glass in front of the mike and swal- 
lows fish hooks. Veteran at this 
stunt, Paxton, who has been around 
New York niteries, works even bet- 
ter here by baffling out-of-towners 
by citing data about their home cities 
and memorizing numbers on bills. 
Loe, who also has been in N. Y. 
vaudeville, chows lighted cigarets 
and emits smoke after swallowing 
them. Clicks with that acro tap and 
waterglass drinking climax. The Af- 
rican gray parrot, Tio, is much bet- 
ter than when last seen in the east 
about four years ago. Besides the 
intelligent answers given Francis 
Abella, the bird imitates screen pers 
sonalities. Rivers and Palmer per- 
form amazing feats with liquid air. 

Others in the show are Ellioit 
Weisbrod, who tests out his bullet- 
proof vest by allowing a pistol to be 
fired at close range; Julius Schuster, 
who displays the strength in his 
hands and fingers by holding numer- 
ous tennis, billiard and other balls at 
one time; Freddy Jones, unusual 
stretch man; Omi, the Great, the 
most tatooed man in the world; Hans 
Helm, who imitates a violin, a cor- 
net and bugle; Dr. W. Mayfield, a 
fire-eater of astonishing endurance; 
and Wenseslao Moguel (‘El Fusi- 
alado’), the young Mexican who 
was: reputedly executed 17 years 
ago and lived to be in Ripley’s show. 
Henry Hull, Jr., m.c.s nicely through- 
out. Casper Kuhn is alternate. 
Frank Weida and Marty Rackin 
are handling publicity. 

Since opening, lineup has been 


Alexander 
rocking champ, 





ting jitterbug stuff. Handing out very 
good dance rhythms, orchestra is 


Shified and whole thing better 
routined. 
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"Whiteman vs. WNEW Analysis CONTROL RICHTS 
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Highlights of Federal Judge Vincent L. Leibell’s conclusions of law 
in the case of RCA Victor against Paul Whiteman, W.B.O. Broadcast- 
ing Corp. (WNEW, N.Y.) and Elin, Inc. (a sponsor) follow: 

1. Victor has the right to enjoin any unauthorized use by WNEW 
of its record when it markets them with notices attached to label or 
envelope barring their broadcast use. 

2. Such restriction does not constitute a dedication, publication or 
abandonment of Victor’s right or of the common law property right of 
the recording artist whose interpretations and renditicns are recorded 
thereon. 

3. Whiteman possessed a common law property right in the inter- 
pretation and had a right to control and limit the use of the records, 
subject to the provisions of the RCA contract. 

4. Whiteman’s common law right of imtellectual property did not 
pass to Victor by the mere recording of his musical interpretations. 

5. Where Whiteman did not reserve the broadcast or other similar 
tights all common law property rights of his interpretations in the 
records passed to Victor. 

6. Where he did reserve such rights he could enjoin stations from 
broadcasting his records but that did not restrict the use of the records 
to talking machines, nor did it give Whiteman alone the right or powe! 
to license the use of the records for broadcasting purposes. 

7. Use of phonograph records by WNEW and Efin, Inc., was a com- 
mercial use for profit, 


~ LAN-CONFIRMED 


‘Counsel for RCA and for 
Performing Artists Differ 
in Interpretations on 
| Whiteman vs. WNEW— 
| Artist May Withhold 
Broadcast Privilege to His 
Recordings But May Not 
Set Up a Licensing System 
| Without Manufacturer's 
Consent 


— 


VICTOR’S SLANT 





AIR USE OF DISCS 





~ Publishers Weigh Decision 


Counsel for the Music Publishers Protective Association and lead- 
ing publishing firms declared themselves Monday (10) as preferring 
to reserve comment on the outcome of the RCA Victor-Paul Whiteman 
case until they have studied the decree that Judge Vincent L. Leibell is 
slated to hand down within the next two weeks. The industry’s law- 
yers also declined to comment on -the statement issued by Victor over 
the past weekend in which it declared that it proposed to license its 
records for broadcast purposes and to split the fees derived there- 
from among the recording artist, the copyright proprietor and the 
record manufacturer. 

The publishing industry has in the past been strongly opposed to 
permitting any outside organization, including the Nationai Assccia- 
tion of Performing Artists, to act for it, either directly or indirectly, 
in collecting a fee on phonograph records from commercial users. 

While the publishing industry has been interested in asserting a 
control over records used in coin-operated machines, it has been loath 
to do anything about the broadcasting of phonograph records on the 
ground that the copyright already collects two fees from this source, 
a performance fee and a mechanical rights (transcription) fee. 


ASCAP Board Makes First Move To 











8. Unauthorized use of such violated Victor's right to restrict their 
use and constituted unfair competition. 


9. Fact that the stamp on the 


records limited their use to home 


phonograph machines made WNEW guilty of wrongfully inducing 
Victor’s New York distributor to violate a sales agreement embodying 


such limitation. 
i0. Whiteman is entitled to an 
rights in records made under his 


injunction protecting his broadcast 


Sept. 5, 1934, contract with Victor. 


11. Victor is entitled to an injunction restraining Whiteman from 
further asserting that he has the sole right to control the radio use 
of records made under contracts prior to Sept. 5, 1934. 








ASCAP’s Copyright 
Essay Winners For 


Burkan Memorial Prize 


The five winning essays On copy- 
right law, in a competition spon- 
sored by ASCAP among graduating 
students of law schools, were pub- 
lished in book form by the per- 
forming rights society last week. 
The papers are of the 1938 crop in 
the contest, first of what will be an 
annual affair known as the Nathan 
Burkan Memorial competition. Bur- 
kan was general counsel for ASCAP 
from its inception until his death 
in 1936. 


ASCAP invites all law schools to 
participate in the tilt each year. 
Forty schools submitted entries in 
1938. Best in each school, as ad- 
judged by the dean, is awarded $100. 
Of these, a committee of five well- 
known copyright attorneys, selected 
by the American Bar Assn., picks 
the five best for publication. 

Winners who are represented in 
the published symposium are Wal- 
ter L. Pforzheimer, Yale law scheol, 
who wrote on ‘Copyright Protection 
for the Performing Artist in his In- 
terpretative Rendition’; Paul Gitlin, 
Harvard, ‘Radio Infringement of 
Music Copyright’; Nathan Cohen, 
University of Oregon, ‘State Regu- 
lation of Musical Copyright’; E. De- 
Matt Henderson, University of Ar- 
kansas, ‘Law of Copyright, Especial- 
ly Musical,’ and Thomas O. Shelton, 
University of Texas, ‘Protection of 
the Interpretative Rights of a Musi- 
cal Artist Afforded by the Law of 

‘erary Property, or the Doctrine 
of Unfair Competitidn.’ 

All the papers except Gitlin’s are 
based on usual and widely-used 
court decisions on copyright. The 
Harvard lad turns the trick, how- 
ever, by announcing right off the bat 
that too much unreadable stuff has 
already been written on the subject. 
He turns mugg and skips the black- 





boys in favor of old ‘Judge’ ' 


Variety of the 46th St. supreme 
court. Quotes and references, in- 
Stead of emanating from Harvard 
Law Library tomes, are out of the 
files of this here rag—with plenty of 
English translation in the footnotes 
for members of the Blackstone gang 
with less ingenious minds than his. 





CLYDE McCOY’S N.O. DATE 


Chicago, July 18. 

ee lowing Strand theatre date in 

ew York the Clyde McCoy orches- 

foes into the Cedar Point Ball- 

room at Cedar Point, Ohio, on Sat- 
urday (22) for a week’s stay. 

Then heads for New Orleans 

Roosevelt hotel for a four-week so- 


journ. Set through the Gus C. Ed- 
wards office here. 


NEW OUTLET TEST 


International Circulation Experi- 
ment Will Start in August 








International Circulation Co. will 
not start its distribution of sheet 
music among its drugstore, station- 
ery shop and similar outlets until 
the middle of August. It figures that 
the coming four weeks are not the 
best for introducing a new sideline. 

Project will be debuted with a dis- 
tribution of 500 sheet music racks, 
each containing 24 best sellers. The 
killing and shipping will be handled 
by a separate unit of Music Dealers 
Service, Inc. 


Court Reverses 
‘Old 97 Award 








| 

| The broadcasting industry is faced 
| with the necessity of spending sev- 
| eral millions of dollars a year more 
| for music as the result of a finding 
| handed down last week by Federal | 
| Judge Vincent L. Leibell in the ac- 
ltion brought by RCA Victor against 
|Paul Whiteman and WNEW, N. Y. 
| Through this ruling a Federal court 
| has, for the first time, recognized 
| that a phonograph record manufac- 
| turer and an interpretive artist have 
'a property right in their product 
and that they may either separately | by George Lawrence Lloyd, Manhat- 


or jointly stop a radio station from|tan director of the corporation. 
| broadcasting phonograph records Lloyd holds on to 5,985 shares of the 


| without permission. same class stock. 


While in its general implications 
Judge Leibell’s conclusions of law 
in the case grants a wide victory to GORDON sk REVEL 





800 Decca Shares Shift 


Washington, July 18. 
Transfer of 800 shares of Decca 
Records, Inc., common stock dis- 
closed Friday (14) in the Securities 
& Exchange Comission’s May report. 
Tickets were disposed of as a gift 

















Clarify Terms for Broadcasters Pact 


~Board of directors of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers last week voted for the 
appointment of a special committee 


to work with Gene Buck and John G. 
Paine in devising a set of proposed 
terms for inclusion in a new licens- 
ing agreement with broadcasters. It 
is the first time that ASCAP board 
has directly involved itself in the 
current negotiations with the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters. 
The committee, which is to be ap- 
pointed this week, will consist of two 
publisher and two writer members of 
the board. The committee's initial 
task. will be to study various sugges- 
tions for the new contract and to 
embody them in a report that will be 
submitted to the board as a whole 
at its next meeting in August. Board 
had previously kept itself aloof from 
getting into discussions with NAB 
spokesmen on an agreement to re- 
place the present one which expires 





RCA, there is much that favors the 
Hollywood, July 18. 


interpretive artist. Under the deci- 

sion the artist can control the broad- 

|cast use of his works by three de- 
vices: 

Mack Gordon and Harry Revel 

check out at 20th-Fox Friday (21) 

and at the same time split up their 

songwriting partnership. 


Dec. 31, 1940, and would have con- 
tinued to maintain this policy for a 
while longer had not Saul A. Born- 
stein, v.p. of Irving Berlin, Inc., and 
a board member, demanded that it 


| the NAPA, that brought the original 


by Judge Leibell to make his find- 
ings as precise as possible, the con- 

0 rge tending counsel, David Mackay, of 

e RCA Victor, and Maurice Speiser, of 
the National Association of Perform- 
ing Artists, differed Monday (17) 

Latest round in the 12-year-old | OVe? the significance of the finding. 
litigation on the authorship of ‘The | SPeiser held that the ruling consti- 
Wreck of the Old 97’ has been won | tuted a ‘big victory’ for the NAPA, 
by the RCA Victor Co. Circuit} While Mackay argued the decision 
Court of Appeals in Philadelphia | ©t only upheld Victor's position on 
last week held that a lower tribunal | Practically all fronts but in ultimate 
had erred in holding that David 1 intention eliminated the NAPA from 
Graves George, a Virginian, had the phonograph record licensing pic- 
written the lament. The reversal | ‘ure. 
was unanimous. 

Victor’s version of the tune had 
sold 1,085,987 copies and in 1936 
George obtained an award of $65,295 
plus interest, which altogether 
would amount to over $80,000. The 
record was originally released in 1924, 
but George didn’t present his claim 
to Victor until 1927. David Mackay 
acted as Victor counsel in the ap- 
peal. 

George had claims also pending 
against United Artists and NBC. 





Manufacturer’s Right 

Speiser’s organization, said Mac- 
kay, has been trying to exclude the 
manufaciurer from having any voice 
in determining whether his records 
may be broadcast, claiming only the 
artist could do this. Judge Leibell’s 
decision holds that the artist has a 
right to the broadcast use of his rec- 
ord, if he has reserved such right to | 
himself, but he cannot assert it with- | 
out the consent of the manufacturer. : 


It was Whiteman, acting through 





MONDAY LAYOFFS 


Cleveland Will Try Them Out In 
Fall Fer Reaction 


action against WNEW, seeking to 
have it enjoined from playing his 
recordings. Victor tried to get into 
| the original case as an intervenor. 
but the court ruled that it would 
have to file an ancillary, or sub- 
ordinate, complaint. When White- 
man’s case came to trial he ask 
for leave to withdraw his complaint 
but Victor forced the issue, putting 
Whiteman in the position of a defen- 
dant. WNEW, which hed also been 
named by Victor as a defendant, of- | 
owner of Southern Tavern, who told | fered no defense during the trial. | 
Leonard Benedict's crew to take! Involved in the Whiteman-Victor 
Monday nights off for a rest at same | litigation were three contracts cov- 
pay. | ering the making of phonograph rec- 
Proprietors of six other places ords. One of them was signatured | 
intend to adopt custom, but are first | in April, 1924, the second in Septem- 
watching Pentecost’s experiment to | ber, 1931, and the third in Septem- 
see if the rug-cutters will take it| ber, 1934. In the first two contracts 
withqut ary squawks. (Continued on page 32) 








Cleveland, July 18. 

Custom of giving bands one night 
off each week, preferably on Mon- 
days which are dead, is to be adopted 
by majority of straight dance-and- 
dine spots here in the fall. Musicians’ 
|union is behind move, but it was vol- 
untarily started by Ed Pentecost, 














(1) By reserving for himself the 
broadcast rights in contracts he 

After a European vacation, Gordon 
teams with Harry Warren to tune 


makes with the manufacturer. 
(2) By raising the charge that his 

the picture, ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ at Metro. 

Revel is mulling a studio job. 


income is being damaged by unfair 
competition on the part of the 
ASCAP SUES 7 N. Y. 
INNS AND TAVERNS 


broadcasting station. 
(3) By joining with the manufac- 
Gene Buck, as president of 
ASCAP, Witmark, Berlin, Feist, 


turer in licensing the broadcast use 
Harms, Crawford Music, Shapiro- 


of his recordings. 
Despite the obvious pains taken 
Bernstein and Remick have filed 
; Seven actions in the N. Y. federal 
| court against Werner Kraus, operator 
of the Alpine Campus, Pough- 
| keepsie, N. Y.; the Olympia Cafe 
;and Restaurant, Inc., of 107 West 
| 43d street, N. Y.; Frank Garvey, op- 
‘erator of the Hoffman House, 
,|Chatham, N. Y.; Agnes McCartin, 
| operator of the New Emerald, 
N. Y.; Brisgold Theatres, 











Bronx, 


|Inec., operator of the Continental | 


theatre at Broadway and 52d street, j 
N. Y.; Bernard Flynn, operator ‘of | 
Lietram Castle, 910 Columbus Ave., | 
N. Y., and the Ritz Tavern, 151 | 
West 54th St., claiming the unav- | 
thorized performance of their songs 
for profit. } 

An injunction, damages and $250 | 
for each performance is asked. 


Clint Noble, Ernie Taylor | 
Form Booking Bureau 


Cleveland, July 18. 

Clint Noble and Ernie Taylor, each 
formerly a bandmaster, have teamed 
to form a society orchestra booking 
bureau. Have eight bands playing 
on list. 

Maestros now under the Noble- 
Taylor management are Joe Baldi, 
Johnny Huntington, Johnny Singer, 
Albert Stasny, Mendon Foye and 
Jack Gillette. j 








get into the situation immediately 
and draw up its own line of pro- 
cedure in meeting the broadcasters’ 
demands. 

Another topic discussed at last 
week's special board meeting was 
the Thomas Amendment committing 
the United States to membership in 
the Berne convention. The board 
took the view that it would be a mis- 
| take for this country to join the 
Berne pact before it has adopted the 
necessary amendments to the U. S. 
copyright law. 


FROM A TROMBONE 








Broadcasting restriction will be 
lifted Aug. 1 on ‘Moonlicht Sere- 
nade’ the theme tune of Glenn Mil- 
ler’s orchestra, and Robbins Music, 
which publishes, wil] start a drive 
on the number. It’s radio use is now 
confined te Miller, who built it up 
from a trombone exercise. Mitchell 
Parrish recently fitted the tune with 
a set of lyries. 


Sheet sales have reached about 
15,000 and orchestrations about a 
third of that strictly on the push 
provided by Miller’s remotes. Rec- 
orded at the time Miller went into 
Glen Island Casino, New York, the 
tune has become a Victor best seller. 
‘Sunrise Serenade’ backs it. Its his- 
tory parallels that of ‘Deep Purple’, 
which was a theme for some time 
before it became a hit. 


Walter G. Samuels wrote three 
songs for Roy Rogers at Re dublic, 
Ditties are ‘Ridin’ Down the Rain- 
bow Trail,’ ‘Me and the Ro!lin’ Hills’ 
and ‘Ride 'Em Cowboy.’ 


EXERCISE TO A HIT 
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MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 











On the 








Upbeat | 





Jan Garber will play the North 
Carolina Tobacco Exposition and 
Festival's coronation ball at Wil-| 


son, N. C., July 20. | 





Pines, Pittsburgh, has picked up 
option of Les Shelley's band until | 
August 4. He'll be followed for | 
two-week engagement by Maurice 
Spitalny and his KDKA, Pittsburgh, 
yrchestra 


Baron Elliott and his WJAS, 
Pittsburgh, staff band checked -into 
West View Park, Pitt., Monday (17) 
for fortnight’s stay, replacing Fran 
Eichler outfit. 

Herman Middleman’s band back 

to Show Boat, Pittsburgh, at re- 
opening of river nitery in new loca- 


tion at Duquesne Way-Stanwix 
street wharf. Forced out of old spot 
by city repaving project. 





| 


Dorothy Wenzel, Pittsburgh dancer 
who suffered recent leg injury, will 
join Bobby Day’s band when she 
recovers 

Bill Marshall at Willows, Pitts- 
burgh, plans no replacement for 
Howard Dulany, who went with Joe 
Reichman at Palmer House in Chi 
last week. Marshall will take over | 
Dulany’s spot himself. 

Frankie Carle, composer of ‘ ‘Sun-| 
rise Serenade,’ quit his band at Seven | 
Gables, Milford, Conn., to start as | 
pianist for Horace Heidt. Carle for- | 
merly keyboarded for Mal Hallet be- 
fore swinging out on own, 





Ray West ana orchestra working | 
in ‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ at 20th- 
Fox. 








Carl Lorch’s crew follows Red 
Robert’s orch Aug. 8 for a return 
engagement at the Hotel Schroeder, 
Milwaukee. Stay is indefinite. 





Jean Wald’s femme orch at the 
Crescent hotel, Put-in-Bay, O., for | 
the remainder of the summer. 








Henry Blauth band opened Thurs- 
day (13) 
burgh, 
succeeding Jimmy Bray. 





Clair Hill’s ‘Rhythm in Swingtime’ 
set for rest of summer in grillroom 
at Buckwood Inn, Shawnee-on-Dela- 
ware, Pa, 





Jack Mathias and Andy Gibson 
now arranging for Harry James or- 
chestra. 





Lou Breese orchestra signed with 
Rockwell General Amusement for 
five years. Started him last week at 
Surf Beach Club, Va. Beach, Va. 
Bob Pope aiso now under RGA. 





Henry Jerome orchestra, which 
started a date at a Childs Times 
Square, N. Y., restaurant last week, 
calls his music, ‘Stepping Tones.’ 





Jee Ricardel orchestra goes into 
the Villanova, Saratoga Springs, 
N. Y., July 27 until Sept. 





Little Jack Little brought his 
Bolero Rhythm into the Hotel Edi- 
son, N. Y., yesterday (Tuesday), re- 
placing Stuff Smith. 





Chuck Fester’s band held over at 
the Del Mar club, near Los Angeles, 
until Sept. 15. 





Bill Roberts staying four more 


— 





| band to 12 


| Shawnee-on-Delaware, Pa. 


| Kiub, Dallas, 


| western 
| Aug. 1, following Phil Harris. 


at the New Penn, Pitts-| 
for an indefinite engagement, | 


weeks at the Florentine Gardens in | 
Hollywood. 

Ran Wilde continues at the Sir, 
Francis Drake in San Francisco un- | 
til Sept. 6, when his band will be 
followed by Carl Ravazza’s outfit. 








Bobby Sherwood increasing his 
men Jimmy Garland 


vocalizing with Martha Tilton, 


John Gart and his all electric or- 
cnestra 1 reco! jing 2 series of pro- 
grams for Muzak, Int 

PRs 

Enric Madriguera irto Bon Ailjr, | 
Chicago, on July 20 for a stay which 
will run, likely, to the close of the 
summer. 


to hold on in 
the oe 


Joe Reichman due 


the Empire Room of 
| 


| House, Chicago, until the early fall. 


Tommy Dorsey is set to take over in 


| October 


Ben Eaton at sduckwood 





Inn, 


i 

—_—— | 
Applegate’s band in sev- 
consecutive summer season at 
Clyde's Buck Hill Forks, néar 
Mountainhome, Pa 


Jimmy 
enth 





Herbie Kay’s orchestra 
5 at Baker hotel roof, 
Wells, at Health Festival. 
Stuart to play July 14 


due July 
Mineral 
Nick | 


1 


Billy Roe has taken over at Show- 
boat, Dallas. 


Hy Stein strumming ‘em out at 25 
succeeding Cab Cabin. 





Manhattan Vagabonds to Manhat- 
tan Club, Dallas. 





Bill Bardo contracted for South- 
Fall Style Show, Dallas, 





French Grafolier’s orchestra now 
'at El Tivoli, Dalias. 





Herman Waldman’s orchestra to 
do traveling exhibitors’ dance July 
26, Dallas. 

Leonard Keller’s crew in Friday 
(14) at Lou Bovis’ English Village, 
Dallas, as former mellers canned, 








Art Kassel in at ‘ort Worth’s big 
show Sat. (15). 





Jay Mills orchestra had its option 
lifted once more by the Lowry hotel, 
St. Paul, and band goes into its 10th 
week with an indef stay now indi- 
cated. Originally came in on a two- 
week engagement. 





Dee Peterson's orchestra follows 
Frankie Carle band into Seven 
Gables inn, Milford, Conn., begin- 
ning July 22. 


Teddy Powell Starting 


New Teddy Powell orchestra, 
which has been in rehearsal for past 
two months, opens July 21 for seven 
weeks at Donahue’s, Mountain View, 
N. J., thence into the Famous Door, 
N. Y., for six weeks with options. 
Band will have several Mutual wires 
out of Donahue’s. 

Powell, heretofore a songwriter, 
has not as yet aligned his band with 
any booking office. Above dates 
were set direct. Band is handled by 
Michael Vallon, director of Woody 











Herman. 











GEORGIA'S- ab A- MOON 


<< f wil 


Ya 








Sponsored Vaude 











(Continued from page 1) 





manages the house, while Max Glass 

batons the five-piece orch 
Broadcast of the Benay Venuta 

program over WOR-Mutual Monday 


nights from the stage of the Para- 
|} mount, Brooklyn, involves a novel 
|} angle. For that show the theatre 
| turns over 420 mezzanine seats to 
the sponsor, American Beverage 
| Corp., gratis, to be given away. Man- 
agement figures it can more than 
offset matters by increased attend- 
ance for the rest of the hou scale 
at 50c. 

Those receiving the Annie Oak- 
leys from the sponsor wency or 
Station, will be enti led-to remain for 
the film after the broadcast is con- 
cluded. Understood since signing of 
the Paramount-WOR deal, NBC is 


mulling a similar tieup with the Fox, 
Brooklyn. 
Besides Miss Venuta, 


regulars on 





her program are the Charioteers and 


Ernie Fio Rito’s band. There had 


> Paramount for 





about two years. 


Free Films aad Acts 
Further Oppose B. 


Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin exhibs find 
facing a competitive situation that is 
more acute than it has been in years 
—the free weekly films 
cially sponsored here and in dozens 
of smaller cities throughout the 
state. In addition, 
larger spots, such as Green Bay and 
Stevens Point, the merchants also 
sponsor Col, 


O.s 


July 18 


+ 1 ~ 
themselves 


variety acts in local parks. Open- 
ing week’s show in each of these | 
towns attracted more than 1,000) 
people. 


Community film shows are mak- 
ing the rounds in other towns under 
the sponsorship of churches and or- 
ganizations, in cooperation with the 
merchants, and shown in local halls 
along with a full-length feature, 
comedy and a newsreel. Admission 
is a dime with merchants’ tickets. 

Even roadside dairy stands ad- 
vertise free outdoor talkers to at- 


tract customers Hughes Dairy 
Stand in Beloit showed ‘Street 
Scene.’ Locally, sound pictures 


kee Journal's free golf schoo! at a 
local practice range. These films, 
featuring the countrys top pros and 
amateurs, complemented instruction 
given by the Wisconsin Public Golf 
Assn., which cooperated in making 
the classes possible. 

Two shorts, 20th-Fox’s ‘The Golf- 
ing Turnesa Bros, and RKO’s 
‘Shooting for Par,’ were part of the 
program, which drew some 3,000. 
Add to this, free films at amuse- 
ment beaches, silent pictures in tav- 
erns, and weekly band concerts, and 
the exhib is up against plenty. 





Want Co-op Cinema 


St. Louis, July 18. 

Business men of Shelbyville, Mo., 
pop. 704, are mulling plans to raise 
dough for cooperative picture thea- 
tre. 

The new Clark, Barry, IIl., will be 
opened Sept. 1. Russell Armentrout, 
owner, 





Salt Lake’s Old Mill Open 
After Music Union Tiff 


Salt Lake City, July 18. 

Having ironed out difficulties with 
local musicians’ union, Old Mill. 
canyon dancery, has reopened with 
Joaquin Gill’s band. Latter comes 
from the Mayo hotel in Tulsa, Okla. 

J. B. Walker, manager, has already 
booked three other bands to follow 
Gill’s aggregation. Combos include 
Ranny Wilde, Carl Ravazza and Bill 
Roberts. 

Hoofery is open six.nights a week 





with $1.10 admish per couple. 


were shown as part of the Milwau- | 


commer- | 


in some of the | 


Edward F. Munn’s free | 


15 Best Shet Music Sellers 


(Week ending July 15, 1939) 





Sunrise Serenade ,..... ‘ . - Jewel 
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*Wishing (‘Love Affair’) , .e--Crawford 
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If I Had My Way 

*Lady’s in Love With You (‘Some 
Cinderella Stay in My Arms 

God Bless America 

And the Angels Sing 

My Last Goodbye .... 
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cs eees cS 
pig eae Berl n 


..- Berlin 








~ Network Plugs, 


8 A.M. to 1 AM. 





Following is a totalization of the 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ), 


and CBS (\ 


combined plugs of current tunes on 


WABC) computed for the week from 


Monday through Sunday (July 10-16) Total represents accumulated 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * 
denotes film song, { legit, all others are pop. 
GRAND 
TITLE PUBLISHFR. TOTAL. 
WSO MORIIO Ss 6s cca Marea 5 ae ere aeieie | ee , 49 
Stairway to the Stars..... vies cibeanetes te US Tre 44 
I Poured My Heart into a Song “*Second Fiddle..Berlin ......... osc Se 
Lady’s in Love with You.. _*Some Like It Hot...Paramount .......... 38 
Moon Love. i HN Pa eo Re Fee ef POMOUR sce cse ae 
Wishing... *Love ‘Affair. dic wews fs.) og ee ; 4 
Comes LOVE. «.t LORE] BOY. ccccsccccccscvevsvens Cn S6i0eryse00e OF 
Is It Possible. .*Streets of Paris ceva ‘ Harms ceeaas ss ‘ , 30 
| In the Middle OS iE A EE Wska ots os cau h ave 29 
pigs | BG ry eee eer er ia 5. eet eee kan yg ly CO) rs 29 
| This is. No Dream. ....sccses:s ERS a 28 
| All I Remember Is YOu... .cccccccscccccccsecces . Remick res aaestes me 
Beer Barrel Polka......... ; Ss |. errrrrerrrrs 26 
Cinderella Stay in My Arms (a ERE, 9000s 4s 26 
Don’t Worry ’Bout Me...7Cotton Club Rev oe 25 
Lamp Is LOW.....cccccccees yuAlea cyan Sere 25 
Boe oO Are eee eee SE £040 68000 00 »s a 
Strange Enchantment...*Man About Town. Si ee eRe 22 
My Heart Has Wings yay Trees A ee eB Sere 21 
Ain’t Cha Comin’ Out. 0 ca hbbs cceecees 19 
Back to Back. .*Second ‘Fiddle were a A 19 
cn ue eaUaiv' on ss suenaaes Peer 19 
Sunrise Serenade. .....ce.se5+5%%: Perry: & Perereyrerrere 19 
GEL, Be. Bei icnccciccaccocses on ae nee ee Ss saawh.soesbee oe 19 
| Especially for YOu. .....cccccccrcsccvesssscsceced PNET Beesccesssocs 18 
Rendezvous Time in Paree. '+Streets Se PAP: «LEE Shbosvddsicess’ 
South American Way. Streets i. re. ere ieakus'e 18 
I BANG vg 6 6 s.ncscccses heaee i ++ Marks Fins sne add b 006 17 
You Taught Me to Love Again. cece DIOP ccccccccccsseee 16 
And the Angels Sing... ...-cccccsccsccccesecoocs rer rer errr rer 15 
Let’s Make Memories Tonight.. +Streets of Paris.Harms .......... ae 15 
Man with the Mandolin...........0..seseeeecees GEN, s60060006 - 15 
| PRTG MEMEUFEREED oc ccccccceccvccccccccsvoescese BVC i ce akny 15 
| In an Eighteenth Century Drawing ee eee. Pree 14 
| Comeert 1 GO POPK...ccccccccccccsccocs s00eces WEUEEEEEE oc 13 
I Can't Afford to Dream...+Yokel Boy. Moy yeeeeeneseas 13 
You Don’t Know How Much You Can Suffer eS areree 13 
ee fb B® oO PPP rrr oT Tre ..Paull-Pioneer 12 
Oh You Crazy Moon.........% pee eer eee :Witmark ide ele a aaa 12 
Ee reerrrre rrr rere ror Tre Te. eee. bee ci Ka 400 006 F000 08 11 
eT a | PPPPET TTT Terry iad iets oo MEMEEE ede. 100s ceece it 
BBIOO chcesces cosedescsnesveces ' soeeek Oey seccccsccecees 10 











Dise Decision 











(Continued from page 31) 


the band leader did not reserve the 
broadcast rights, but under the third 
agreement they became his exclu- 
sively. 
Whiteman To Be Enjoined 

According to Judge Leibell’s de- 
cision Whiteman has no claim what- 
ever to the broadcast privileges aris- 
ing from the records made under the 
1924 and 1931 contracts. These 
broadcast rights can be asserted 
solely by Victor and when the court 
issues its decree in the case a week 
or two hence Whiteman will be en- 
joined from making any claims to 
such rights. As for the phonograph 
records made under the September, 
1934, contract the broadcast rights 
are held exclusively by Whiteman 
and he can stop radio stations from 
broadcasting regardless of Victor’s 
disposition on these specific discs. 
Judge Leibell’s decree will likewise 
enjoin Victor from asserting any 
broadcast rights to the records de- 
riving from the September, 1934, 
contract. 








| Whiteman in the matter of the batch 
|of discs made under the 1934 con- 
tract is that the finding holds that 
he cannot license the broadcast use 
of these records without the consent 
or compliance of the Victor Co. The 
judge’s findings on this score states 
that the ‘agreement of September 5, 
1934 . . . did not divest RCA Victor 
of its right to restrict the use of the 
records to talking machines, nor did 
it give the defendant Whiteman 
alone the right or power to license 
the use of the records for broadcast- 
ing purposes.’ Whiteman can keep 
these records off the air, but he can- 
not authorize the NAPA to license 
radio stations for their use. 

In suing for an injunction against 
WNEW, Victor set up three different 
grounds. It contended (1) that it 
had a manufaciurer’s property right 

in its product, (2) that it was unfair 
Seanmeiiilen for the station to broad- 
cast Victor’s product without per- 
mission and (3) that WNEW had 
wrongfully induced the manufac- 
turer’s New York distributor to 
breach an agreement which stipu- 
lated that the records could not be 
sold for broadcast purposes. Al! 
three grounds have been upheld by 
Judge Leibell. 

No damages were granted, but 
Victor was allowed attorney fees and 





But where the rub comes in for 


costs. 
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ANS RUSHING 


~ How AFA Into AGVA Works Out 





AFA members who join the newly-chartered American Guild of 
Variety Artists will be admitted according to their status with the old 
union. Those holding paid-up cards will be accepted without payment 
of initiation fee or dues. Those in arears need not pay initiation fees, 
but must pay the amount in arrears to become in good standing with 
All members of Four A’s affiliates will be ad- 
mitted without payment of initiation fee. 

Dues for the AGVA will be $12 a year, with a $5 initiation fee, for 
chorus members, and $16 a year, with a $10 initiation fee, for prin- 
AFA scale.is the same for chorusers, $2 a year more for prin- 
AGVA will operate for the present on an emergency fund 
loaned by SAG, AFRA, Equity, Chorus Equity and the Hebrew Actors 


the new organization. 


cipals. 
cipals. 


Union. 





500 Join Up on Coast 


Local chapter of the American Guild of Variety Artists claims a 
membership of 500 up to last night (Monday) in an intensive drive 
Heading the move are Eddie Cantor, temporary 


over the weekend. 
president of the newly-chartered 


Actors Guild; I. B. Kornblum, of Equity, and Belle Baker, formerly of 


AFA. 


American Federation of Actors will hold a protest meeting tomorrow 
(Wednesday), so the AGVA is getting in ahead with a mass powwow 
Those slated to speak include Can- 
tor, Edgar Bergen, Dick Powell and James Cagney. 


this afternoon at the NBC studio. 


Hollywood, July 18. 


union; Aubrey Blair, of Screen 





THUS OFFSET ANY. 
IMUNCTIVE STEP 


SAG and AFRA Vote Loans | 


to New Organization—Is- | 


sue Orders to Members to | 


Join AGVA, 


Suspension 


or j 


TEMPORARY OFFICERS 





With the whole case about to be | 


yesterday (Tuesday) rushing its 
high-pressure organizing drive for its 
newly-chartered affiliate, the Ameri- 











(TH FT. WORTH 
CASA SHOW 
OPENS FRI. 


Fort Worth, July 18. 
The fourth annual Casa Manana 
premiere will be held Friday (21) 
night in the large open air cafe the- 
atre here. More than 1,000 Texas 
newspapermen will see a preview 


the night before. A show also will 
be staged at the nearby Pioneer Pal- 
ace, both productions being handled 
by Lou Wolfson and Louis Epstein, 
of the William Morris agency. 
Carlton Winkler and Lauretta Jeffer- 
son are cO-producers, Boyce House 
is handling publicity. 

Ray Bolger, Frances Langford and 
Russ Morgan’s orchestra are featured 
in Casa Manana. Other acts include 
DeAngelo and Porter, Bob Williams 
and Red Dust, Elite Trio, Adele Inge, 
Lauretta Jefferson and a male octet. 
There will be 70 Texas beauts on the 
huge revolving stage. 


Johnny Perkins will m.c. at the 
Pioneer Palace, assisted by “Joe and 
Lou Caits, reunited after six years, 
Belva White, and six boys and girls. 

Casa Manana program will be 
changed every two weeks, and will 
run through Labor Day. Other big 
Names will be brought in. Abe Ly- 
man and Ray Noble skedded to fol- 
low Morgan. 


6 N. Y. Niteries Face 
Tax Evasion Charges; 
Cotton Club Pays Up 


‘ Herman Stark, prez of the Cotton 
Club, named with five other New 
York niteries for alleged U. S. tax 
€vasions, had paid special agent Jesse 
Moss $500 on account last week, on 
the $2,900 due, with the understand- 
ing the balance would be paid this 
week, Stark cleaned up the 
matter (Monday (17) morning, but 
indictments had already been re- 
turned Friday (14) against him, 
George Goodrich, his accountant, and 
Noah L. Braunstein, sec-treas. of 
the Cotton Club. 


Five other N. Y. spots indicted 
for being remiss on amusement taxes 
included Lorenzo Grassis, Inc., op- 
erator of Chateau Moderne, and 
Grassis in person; El Toreador, Inc. 
and Max Ziskin, prez; Eugene Riss, 
operator of Man About Town club; 
Juliax Restaurant Corp., operator of 
Little Roumanian Rendezvous, Louis 
Ax, prez, and Benjamin S. Jurin, 
manager; and one Brooklyn spot, 











Royal Frolic, Jamaica, owner, John 


C. Reinhart, 


Technically, all indictees 


h face 
favy fines and prison terms. 


SOPH STICKING 


Still Loyal te AFA Setup — Her 
Vacation Short-Lived 








Sophie Tucker is sticking by the 
American Federation of Actors to 
the finish. President of the AFA 
when the investigation started, she 
has persistently refused advice to 
resign and duck the mess which 
would inevitably follow. 

One such piece of advice was given 
her by Eddie Cantor, who imme- 
ditely resigned from the AFA when 
news of the findings of the investi- 
gation first started to filter out. Miss 
Tucker now points to Cantor’s ac- 
ceptance of the temporary presi- 
dency of the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists as being behind his 
maneuvering to have her quit the 
AFA also, 

With the closing of ‘Leave It to 
Me’ at the Imperial, N. Y., Satur- 
day (15), Miss Tucker went to the 
country for a rest, but it didn’t last 
long. She returned Monday (17) 
for an AFA council meeting to map 
plans of attack on the Four A’s de- 
cision. 


SENATOR, PITT, TURNS 
TO FLESH FOR B.0. AID 


Pittsburgh, July 18. 

Trying everything, including Bank 
Night, Camera Contest, merchandise 
giveaways and flock of others in an 
effort to bolster biz, Senator, Harris 
circuit’s slough house downtown, has 
added still another prize evening, 
Amateur Night. Although the tyros 
have been prevalent for years in 
nabe spots, this is the first time a 
first-runner in the Golden Triangle 
has gone in for this stunt. 

Senator is giving amateurs their 
chance every Wednesday night, with 
cash for winners and Nat Nazarro, 
Jr., handling the m.c. job. 

Also reports current that Senator 
may go in for cheap vaude three or 
four days a week later this summer 
if satisfactory deals can be worked 
out with unions. At present, house 
is playing twin-bill reissues, with 
two changes weekly, at 15c and two 
bits. 


Loew’s State, N. Y., Again 


Sets Harvest Mooners 














Winners of the Harvest Moon Ball, 
for which eliminations are currently 
going on in New York, will get a 
two-week booking at Loew’s State 
starting Aug. 31. 

Ed Sullivan, Hollywood columnist 
for the N. Y. Daily Mews, Harvest 
Moon sponsor, again will probably 
come east to head the State’s stage 
show those two weeks. 





JACK HALEY’S P. A. 





Jack Haley makes a one-week per- 
sonal at Loew’s State, New 
| week of Aug. 10. 

' Coin will be $3,000 for the one 
| stanza. 


Yor k, j 


can Guild of Variety Artists. Abra- 
ham J. Halprin, American Federation 
of Actors attorney, indicated a sum- 
mons in the union’s injunction ap- 
peal might be served late in the day, 
but it had not been received at Four 
A’s headquarters at the hour of going 
to press. 


Having revoked the AFA charter 
last Friday (14) and immediately 
granted a new charter to AGVA for 
iprincipal and chorus jurisdiction over 
vaudeville, presentation houses, nit- 
eries, circuses and carnivals, the 
parent union was speeding various 
moves to entrench the new union 
before an injunction could intervene. 
It was figured that the longer the 
court action was delayed the more 
time AGVA and its Four A’s affili- 
ates would have for their organizing 
drive. 

New union’s governing board, com- 
posed of the heads of the affiliate 
groups, claimed to have several hun- 
dred applications for membership 
by Sunday night (16), with the num- 
ber increasing hourly. Idea appeared 


+ 


AG 








| officials are not taking any further 
|steps to counteract the decision of 
ithe parent body. A council meeting 
| was held late Monday (17) afternoon, 
'but if it was a council of war the 

maneuvers are not being made public 
| just yet. 


thrown into court, the Associated| tary of the AFA, against whom the | 
Actors and Artistes of America was | 


- an injunction versus 
Resign From AFA and |to be brought in N. Y. supreme court, 
Face \the American Federation of Actors 





With ‘Framing’ AFA; Continuing 
As Is Despite Charter Revocation 





With the exception of the suit for 
the Four A’s 


Ralph Whitehead, executive secre- | 


Four A’s charges were chiefly lev- 
eled, stated that it had not been de- 
cided one way or the other whether 
to call a general membership meet- 
ing. He claims to have received as- 
surances from branch managers and 
members which lead him to believe 
that the bulk of the AFA member- 
ship will stick by the organization, 
regardless of the fact that the parent 
body has revoked its charter and set 
up a new union, 

Whitehead belittles the Four A’s 
threat to deny performers sticking 
to the AFA an ‘epen door’ to the 
legit, screen and radio fields. Ac- 
cording to him, a great majority of 
the AFA members never deviate 
from the vaude and nitery fields, 
hence the Four A’s so-called whip 


BRANDTS WILL 
HAVE 3 VAUDE 
WEEKS IN N.Y. 








to be that a large membership would 
have important bearing on _ the 
judge’s decision in AFA’s injunction 
appeal, 

Screen Actors Guild and _ the 
Amierican Federation of Radio Artists 
boards on Monday (17) voted cash 
loans as an emergency organizing 
fund for AGVA. At the same time 
they issued instructions to all their 
members working in the vaude-nit- 
ery field to resign from AFA and 
join the new union immediately. 

(Continued on page 35) 


AFRA PATTERN 
FOR NEW AGVA 


Constitution of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists is patterned 
after that of the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists. It -gives the 
various chapters local and financial 
autonomy subject to the approval of 
the national board. Latter body will 
be elected from among the mem- 
bership and will be representative of 
the various chapters. 

One radical difference between the 
new constitution and that of the old 
AFA is that paid officers of AGVA 
will be employed entirely subject to 
the will of the national board. No 
employees will have contracts. 
Having a national membership 
| setup Similar to AFRA’s, the new 
| union will probably parallel the ra- 











| dio organization by having an an-; 


|nual convention attended by dele- 
| gates from all the chapters, instead 
| of an annual meeting in New York. 
Other unions in the Four A’s, hav- 
ing memberships concentrated in 
one city, merely hold annual meet- 
ings. 


| 





CHOOS BACK IN U. S. 
Hollywood, July 18. 


, George Choos is here from Aus- 


| J. C. Williamson. 





New York, 





hand wouldn’t mean very much in 
causing AFA members to desert 
‘We were not going to present ou) 
side to ears already stuffed with cot- 
ton!’ That’s Whitehead’s explana- 
tion as te why the AFA officials 
walked out on the hearing last week 
on mismanagement charges against 
them before the international] body 
of the Four A’s. In Whitehead’s 
opinion, the decision, as weil as the 
charges, had been framed in ad- 
vance by member-union officials. He 
specifically names Kenneth Thomson 
executive secretary of the Screen 
Actors Guild, and Henry Jaffe, attor- 
ney for the Four A’s investigating 
committee, as conspirators against 
his regime. [One of the AFA alle- 
gations in refusing to attend the 
hearing and in bringing charges with 
the AFL against the Four A’s, was 
that Equity ‘domiuates’ the Four A's. 
Neither Thomson nor Jaffe is con- 
nected with Equity.] 

Reis’ Report ‘Erroneous’ 


The report of Bernard J. Reis, 
public accountant who examined the 
AFA’s books, was called ‘false and 
erroneous’ by Whitehead. Latter 
claims that the AFA’s books are in 
perfect order, with all benefit monies 
in a separate fund and all adminis- 
tration expenses accurately account- 
ed for. He charges Reis with twist- 
ing perfectly innocent facts into hor- 
rendous implications. 


Another witness whom Whitehead 
rakes over the coals is Michael 
Lewis, Aquacade swimmer at the 
N. Y. Fair, who testified at tle hear- 
ing that Whitehead ‘double-crossed’ 
Aquacade performers in negotiations 
with Billy Rose. Lewis also testified 
that Rose docked swimmers who 
contracted ear trouble from the pol- 
luted water at the World’s Fair. 
Whitehead indignantly denies the 





The Brandts’ indie circuit, with 
Arthur Fisher, booker, installed in 
its offices, is laying elaborate plans 
for its next season’s vaudeville. Con- 
fined last winter to only the Flat- 
bush, Brooklyn, Brandts this com- 
ing fall will have at least three 
weeks of playing time in the metro- 
politan N. Y. area, and possibly 
more. 

Fisher, in fact, has already pen- 
cilled in for three-week contracts 
several name acts and bands. Three 
thus set are the Andrews Sisters (3) 
Larry Clinton’s orch and the Milt 
Britton band. 

Besides the Flatbush, Brandis will 
resume stage shows at the Audu- 
bon, in uptown Manhattan, and the |! 
Windsor, Bronx. Opening dates are | 
set for Sept. 21. Shows will rotate 
with Andrews Sisters and Milt Brit- 
ton band topping the opener at the 
Flatbush. Clinton’s crew opens 
Oct. 5. 

Scheme of the Brandt Circuit to 
establish a 10-week vaude circuit in 
cooperation with out-of-town thea- 
tres is being held in abeyance. Dif- 
ficulty reported was inclination of 
some of the theatres to engage bands 
and acts only through their own 
bookers, instead of through a cen-| 
tral booker in New York. 


$40 Gross at 1 Show 





| 


| 


} 
| 


! 
| 


After a brief rest he'll go on to | musical comedies in 3,500-seat natu- 


‘double-cross,’ saying that Lewis, 
who was on the committee of Aqua- 
cade performers during the negotia- 
tions, personally congratulated him 
(Whitehead) for a ‘very fine’ deal 
ultimately arrived at with Walter 
Winchell’s help. 

As for Rose docking Aquacade 
performers during illness, Whitehead 
has a letter from Lewis dated June 
21, last (prior to the hearing), in 
which the swimmer apologizes for 
previous statements along those lines 
at the recent riotous AFA meeting. 
In the letter, shown te Variery, 
Lewis stated that he had been mis- 
informed about the facts. 


(Lewis’s letter to Whitehead, 
copies of which were sent to Sophie 
Tucker and the newspapers, accord- 
ing to Lewis, was sent at Billy 
Rose’s instructions. When he later 
appeared at the Four A’s hearing of 
charges against AFA, Lewis reiter- 
ated that swimmers had been docked, 
but he explained that when he first 
made the accusation he did not 
know they had later been reim- 
bursed. At that hearing he repeated 
his assertions of polluted water, ‘in- 
timidation’ by the management and 
various other abuses. He also read 
a letter from Rose, ordering him to 
end his ‘ceaseless agitation’ among 
the performers on threat of instant 
dismissal, barring any ‘union activi- 
ty either at the Aquacade or any- 
where else’ and concluding with the 
statement, ‘I am sending a copy of 
this letter to the AFA office.’) 





Brings Decision to Fold 
Woodland Vaude Try 


Norwalk, Conn., July 18. | 
Theatre-in-the - Woods vaudeville 
folded after second try Friday (14). | 
Billy Madigan, promoter, ordered | 


money refunded to the small attend- | 
ance, amounting to around $40. 


Hal LeRoy had headlined first bill 
and Harry Tomlin & Co. followed | 
last week. 


No future plans 





announced by | 


until this year staged operettas and | 


i 


ral amphitheatre. 


Alan Corelli, of the Theatre Au- 
thority, and AFA council member, 
also takes a rap from Whitehead. 
This is in regard to the purchase of 
an auto by the AFA for Whitehead’s 
use. According to Whitehead, Corelli 
voted in the affimative on the min- 
utes of the AFA council meeting 
during which the car purchase was 
taken up. 

Questioned about the Ferrets, in- 
surgent~ group within the AFA, 
Whitehead stated that all he knows 
about that group has come to him 
second-hand. He claimed that it has 


tralia, where he staged shows for Greek Evans, property owner, who! been brought to his attention that 


the Ferrets has been receiving 
moral and fin. ncial aid from within 


| the Four A’s 


VA DRIVE 


Whitehead Charges 4A Officials 








SERRE. Spee OH. 








eases, 








$4 VARIETY 


VAUDE—NIGET CLUBS 


= ne: ee Be 


Wednesday, July 19, 1939 








‘Thies Optimistic (Again) Bookers 
Envision Good Season for Turkey 
Vaude Units Despite Lean 1938-39 





By BARNEY OLDFIELD 


Lincoln, July 18. 
Liberally speaking, there were no 
more than 15 weeks of consecutive 
work in the midwest and south for 
vaude units during the 1938-39 sea- 
son—and they weren’t exactly con- 
secutive. 
About eight weeks were located 
over the face of the Virginias, the | 





Carolinas, Florida, Alabama and) 
Tennessee. Another five weeks 
blossomed in Ohio territory, with 


bordering states included. The rest! 
of the country featured such ques- 
tionable b.o. hypos as bank night, 
dual features, an occasional exploi- 
tation stunt and a Major Bowes unit 
if it popped up in the territory. 

The average act’s salary in the| 
small unit field was $7 daily for sin- | 
gles and $12 daily for doubles. Not} 
enough higher man-powered turns | 
worked to establish a scale. Prices 
on the units went from $100 to $250 
daily, the variance in people being 
from 18 to 31. 


Several of the larger units played 
both the midwestern and southern 
time, but the bulk of them were 
within the 20-people brackets and 
skedded for $150 daily. There was 
a lot of playing 50-50 to a guarantee. 


Though salaries on the smallies 
were discouraging, it was work. 
There were also fewer strands than 
one would expect in such a bad year. 
They usually happened when a man- 
ager of a unit, going against his own 
better judgment and the advice of 
others, bounced out of known terri- 
tory and into areas he refused to be- 
lieve blank. In these moves he was 
hedged in a morass of long over- 
night jumps, in which hotel rooms or 
baths were a rarity, where ~per- 
formers squawked and quit, and 
where it was difficult to meet pay- 
days. 





Sun, Kemp Tops 

Gus Sun and T. D. Kemp run the 
two offices still refusing to believe 
vaude is dead and they’re offering 
the most consistent time. Sun is in 
Ohio and Kemp in Charlotte, N. C. 
By hard work and much consultation 
of maps, they’re managed to hold 
routes together in fairly consecutive 
working order. 


Most experiences in indie booking 
have been suicidal to unit im- 
presarios. Deals with indie exhibs 
occasionally sprout a setup which 
will get the uniteer even, but when 
they brush with the circuit buyers, a 
wide-eyed negotiator, who knows 
when to say no, is required. The 
chain lads pay flat rates on the good 
towns and percentages for the punks. 
If the booker is smart, he ducks the 
latter. If he just wants to work in 
houses of 100 to 200 people for audi- 
ence, he takes the offers and suffers. 


The familiar assembly, 18 people, 
which worked as many as 43 weeks 
without change under the guidance 
of Wilbur Cushman, who six years 
ago in Albuquerque, N. M., mush- 
roomed from a dancing school into 
the possessor of more playing time 
than the country could believe, is 
about gone. Cushman felt it going 
three years ago, closed his Dallas 
office, took his pile and went into 
real estate biz in North Hollywood, 
Cal., where he still is. 


Under Cushman were the best days 
for the small unit, although he sel- 
dom offered more than an average of 
5% days per week work, and some 
jumps which measured six inches on 
the map, 600 miles as the crows 
flew, but by turkey route some 900. 
He was 10%ing with more than 35 


routines 


; average, they'll go. 


Gardiner, specialist in girl shows, 
and Harry Clark, who subscribed to 
the straight vaude school. Each 


;man had from five to eight shows | 


out for Cushman each season. These 


|two men are now in the south, still 
| putting 


out units, but differently. 
They work for the managers of the- 
atre strings, put the shows together 
in a key house, then shoot them out 
over the five or six weeks time 
available to them. After they’ve 
made the swing, shows are pulled in, 
are redrawn, costumes 
changed, faces juggled in the lines 
and they’re off again. 

Most of the southern spots still 

taking shows lean to nudity, but 
they want it nice. Vulgared presen- 
tations, with patter from smutty 
m.c.s, is out. Packaged in cellophane, 
in teasing rather than brazened 
vein, the nudies are the nearest to 
surefire prescription for dusting off 
balcony seats long unused. Only 
variance frem this as a b.o. factor is 
the presence of name acts, bands or 
radio performers. 
Girls, young and beauts, are hard 
to get for this type vaude. They’re 
interested in none of the five-day, 
or less, per week work, and want 
around $4 or $5 daily. If they can 
get five weeks or more work at five 
and one half to six days weekly 
Calls on any 
(Continued on page 37) 


COURT RELAXES 
PHILLY NITERY 
PENALTIES 


Philadelphia, July 18. 


Court here last week overruled 
the State Liquor Control Board and 
made considerable reductions in the 
penalties of several niteries for 
selling rum after hours. Principal 
object of leniency of Judge Ray- 
mond MacNeille was the Latimer 
Club, whose 90-day license suspen- 
sion was cut to 30 following its ap- 
peal from the ruling of the booze 
board. 


Attorneys for the Latimer argued 
for easement of the suspension on 
the ground that it was a first of- 
fense. Spot was raided on July 3 
and six men were. arrested on 
charges of operating a horse race 
gambling establishment. No men- 
tion of that was made at the hear- 
ing. 

Other licensees who profited by 
the court’s kind heart were Dut 
kin’s Rathskeller, which had its sus- 
pension sliced from 90 days to 45 
days; and the Lexington Casino, 
Club Morocco and Cadillac Tavern, 
which got off with 35-day suspen- 
sions instead of 60. 

Action is pending by the Liquor 
Board on the license of Jack 
Lynch’s Walton Roof, Philly’s top 
nitery. Lynch naively testified at 
the hearing on charges of selling 
liquor after curfew that he had a 
special permit to keep open after 
1 am. Sunday morning. James 
McDonough, examiner for the 
board, was extremely doubtful about 
the possibility of anyone issuing a 
permit in violation of the state law. 
Michael A. Spatola, Lynch’s attor- 
ney, asked for time to produce the 
| document and was granted a con- 
tinuance. 

Evan Burrowes Fontaine, former 











units at one time, from Vancouver 
to Wheeling, W. Va., from Winnipeg 
to New Orleans. 

Audiences have seemingly rebelled 

gainst the older acts, most of them 
having played the time year in and 
year out without a change of line. 
Since vauding, 1939 style, is a brutal 
experience at best, the loss of sleep 
terrific and the morale low, it’s 
neither contained in the ambitions 
nor the ability of the people con- 
cerned to make the quick reframes 
necessary to repeat. Acts last about 
as long as the average Bowes’ ama- 
teur stays with a Bowes unit, and 
then must go back to the night 
spots, or get regular jobs. 

In the Cushman day, two of his 
most prolific producers were Ed 


, entertainer and friend of Lynch’s, 
holds the Walton Roof license. 
Lynch said he was in Florida at 
the time of the alleged violations in 
-March and Miss Fontaine was ill. 
He said he left explicit orders not 
'to sell liquor after hours. Good 
plug for the Lynch entertainment 
was provided by the complaining 
agents. They testified that the 
shows were ‘good and clean.’ 





DOT GRANGER’S NEW ACT 
Los Angeles, July 18. 
| Dorothy Granger’s new act opened 
in Long Beach for a break-in pre- 
paratory to an eastern tour. 
Company includes George Lollier 
and Dean Harmon, 





Jackson’s Roadhouse 


Joe Jackson, veteran tramp cyclist, 
is summering with his son, Joe, Jr., 
at their Greenwood Lake (N. J.) es- 
tate per usual, only this time both 
are putting the finishing touches on 
a new, proposed roadhouse which 
will be ready for fall opening. Ca- 
pacity will be 1,000, being one of 
the larger houses on the Jacksons’ 
Jersey place. 

Joe, Sr., recently back from a 
year’s tour abroad, has been tutor- 
ing his son in all his stage manner- 
isms, so that both now play bookings 
with virtually the same routines. 


MORE ACTS FOR 
FRISCO EXPO 


San Francisco, July 18. 

Betty Grable, Rubinoff, Jack 
Haley, Alec Templeton and Benny 
Goodman will follow Kay Kyser’s 
band into the Treasure Island Music 
Hall Friday (21). Booked through 
MCA, Miss Grable, Rubinoff, Haley 
and Templeton will give three shows 
daily... Goodman, who has been play- 
ing in the open air by the lagoon 
until now, has been held a fourth 
week at the Fair to provide the 
dance music in the Music Hall from 
9-11:30 p.m. This will be the first 
time that Goodman has played for 
dancers at the expo. 

Expo is still having difficulties 
with the Greenwich Village. Thirty 
concessionaires in the village have 
refused to recognize Fair’s order to 
vacate following its cancellation of 
contract. 

Walter Sibley, who is operating 
the Headless Girl, is said to be set 
to take over management of the 
Scottish Village which is in debt for 
around $15,000, according to reports. 

The concessionaires’ battle for tax 
exemption is expected to result in a 
victory for them. Governor Olson 
has indicated that he will sign the 
bill before the week is over. 

William Tunney, newly appointed 
aide to general manager Charles H. 
Strub, is rumored as being groomed 
to take over Strub’s spot. Serving 
without compensation, Strub has al- 
most completed his job of getting 
the fair operating at high speed and 
it is said that he is anxious to go to 
New Jersey to investigate pending 
horse race legislation there. 














Hartford Spot Resuming 
Name Bands, Vaudfilm 
Sept. 1; Dows Are Out 


Hartford, July 18. 

With Gene Krupa booked in as its 
opening attraction State, here, re- 
vives vaude Sept. 1. It will main- 
tain a five-day policy of name bands 
throughout the season, with all 
openings set for Fridays. 

Sammy Kaye has been booked in 
for Sept. 8. Other bands _ pen- 
ciled for that month are Blue Bar- 
ron and Charlie Barnet, with Jimmie 
Lunceford and Jan Savitt booked for 
later in the season. é 

Policy of the house will be the 
same as last year with a 40c top. 
House seats 4,000. Stage has been 
widened from three to six feet and 
foots lowered on stage to give better 
visibility. 

House, this year, has broken with 
the A. B. Dow agency of N. Y. and 
will book its own shows. House 
manager Morris Harris has resigned 
and Sam Harris, secretary and treas- 
urer of the theatre, is house-manag- 
ing pro tem. According to the lat- 
ter, the theatre will again tie-up with 
WTHT to carry broadcasts of name 
bands from the stage over that sta- 
tion. 

Martin Harris will book in New 
York. He’s now on a tour of South 
America. 


Upstate N. Y. Crackdown 


Syracuse, July 18. 

What many observers fear will be 
a crackdown on the _ scores of 
niteries scattered through the vari- 
ous suburbs of Syracuse was 
launched 
raided the Kenmore hotel, East 
Syracuse. Sam Myers, proprietor, 
was charged with violation of a vil- 
lage ordinance for alleged operation 
of a floor show after 1:30 a.m. 

This has been a frequent com- 
plaint, not only in East Syracuse, 
but in a number of other nearby 











communities. Myers’ trial was set 
down for August 12. 


last week when police | 





<< 


New Pa. Curfew Will Clip Biz: 


No Talent 


After Bars Close 





+> 


IA Tiff Keeps Lyric, 
Indpls., Shuttered 


Indianapolis, July 18. 

Vaudfilm Lyric still remains shut- 
tered while negotiations remain at 
a standstill between Charles M. Ol- 
son, Operator, and Chas. Barneclo, 
business agent of the local I.A.T.S.E., 
which called tne stagehands out on 
strike July 6, when house refused 
to up salaries from $55.50 te $60.50 
per week. In addition to the eight 
standhands on strike, other union 
employees forced to lay off because 
of house closing include 10 musicians 
and five projectionists. Ushers, door- 
men, and other employees number- 
ing 29 are without work because 
of the strike. 

Ted Nicholas, manager, is taking 
over the same duties at the Ritz, 





nabe, pending settlement of wage | 


dispute. 


ANCH RAGE TIFF 
SPLITS PHILLY 
MUSICIANS 


Philadelphia, July 18. 

Presence of a non-union band at 
the Anchorage here because of a 
personal battle between proprietor 
Arthur H. Padula and execs of the 
American Federation of Musicians’ 
jocal has split the tooters’ organiza- 
tion wide open. Anchorage, which 


was on the local unfair list, was re- 
moved from the black book at a 
hurriedly called meeting of the 
union while Rex Riccardi, secretary 
and Padula’s chief foe, was in Wash- 
ington fighting WPA cuts. 

Padula had previously been on the 
national unfair list also, but was re- 
moved about a month ago after 
threatening to file suit for property 
damage on the allegation that forc- 
ing him to use a non-union band 
was costing him _ business. He 
charged that the AFM unfairly put 
him on the list because of debts 
owed by the bankrupt Arcadia-In- 
ternational, of which he was presi- 
dent. The two are separate corpora- 
tions. 

Despite the Anchorage’s removal 
from the ‘ogey book, it still has a 
non-union band. First hitch came 
when Riccardi refused to rub Pa- 
dula’s name off the unfair rolls un- 
less he agreed to accept reclassifica- 
tion from B to A, which would have 
meant a $12 increase per week per 
man and 50% additional for the 
leader, When that point was cleared 
by some more sleight-of-hand by 
union members in Riccardi’s ab- 
sence, the secretary insisted that 
Padula hire eight men, inasmuch 
as he remained in B. Padula won’t 
take more than seven, which is 
where the dispute stands now. Pa- 
dula left on Thursday (13) for a 
two-week vacation. 

Insurgency in the union results 
from a feeling among the men that 
all harm and no good is resulting 
from the battle with the Anchorage. 
Inasmuch as the peculiar location of 
the Anchorage in Fairmount Park 
along the river makes picketing al- 
most impossible, operating with a 
non-union band causes Padula no 
real inconvenience, while union 
musicians are kept out of work. 


Detroit Nitery Blast 
Hurts 3 Waitresses 














Detroit, July 18. 
Fact that only four customers were 
present probably saved several lives 
last week when gas explosion rocked 





Pittsburgh, July 18, 

Cafe and hotel operators here are 
gnashing their teeth over last week’s 
ruling of Pennsylvania Liquor Board 
that ail music and dancing must 
cease at closing hour for booze Sales, 
claiming that it will mean their 
eventual ruin. Boys are plotting a 
petition, hoping that some leeway 
will possibly be allowed. 


Pittsburgh’s always been a Sate. 
urday night town, amusement spot 
owners figuring on that day alone to 
get off the nut for the week. Now, 
they point out, Saturday wlil be the 
worst day of all, inasmuch as enter. 
tainment will have to cease at mid- 
night, same time that bar is shut off, 
In past, customers have always loade 
ed up on booze right before the 
deadline, buying enough drinks to 
last ’em until the band folded two 
hours later. 


One operator, bawling into his 
beer an hour or so after board had 
made its ruling, summed up the Sat- 
urday situation when he said his 
night trade never started coming bee 
fore 11 p. m., and that just an hour 
of entertainment would keep them 
at home. In past, while Board regue 
lated hours for sale of booze, indi- 
vidual communities could license 
hours of amusement and local option 
in most cases in this district had set 
that at 2 a.m. Saturday’s the only 
night affected, but it will cost niteries 
here several hundred thousand dole- 
lars alone during fall and winter 
season, observers estimate. 

At present, they can stay open 
until 1 a. m. on Saturdays, since 
town’s on daylight saving time, and 
booze sales are EST. 


NW STAGE SHOW 
BOOM ALL SET 


Minneapolis, July 17. 


Stage shows are set for their big- 
gest season in years in the Northe 
west. Here the 4,000-seat Minne- 
sota, reopening Friday, will play 
them regularly. Orpheum is plan- 
ning to use more of them than at 
any time in recent years in order to 
combat the Minnesota. Harry 
Hirsch’s stock burlesque season at 
the Gayety gets under way Aug. 18, 
Leo Murray is lining up a bigger 
quota of legit roadshow attractions 
for his Lyceum than usual. Plans 
are for the Palace to reopen in the 
fall with weekend vaudfilm. The St. 
Paul Orpheum will book an in- 
creased number of stage shows. 

Out in the territory the Minnesota 
Amus, Co, (Paramount) is putting 
in five-act vaudeville bills along 
with films once a week for one to 
three nights in all of its key situa- 
tions outside of the Twin Cities and 
Duluth. The shows also will be 
offered to non-competitive inde- 
pendent houses and many of the 
latter already have been signed up. 


Ex-School Marm Ducks 
Three R’s by Converting 
Schooner Into a Nitery 














St. John, July 18. 

Mrs. Edna Young, of St. John, an 
ex-school teacher, is the promoter 
and manager of a floating night club 
established at the Yankee Clipper 
dcck, Shediac-Point de Chene, N. B. 
Mrs. Young, with her t %-year-old 
child, is living on the old schooner 
Alvena, moored at the dock used by 
the transatlantic ‘“Sankee Clipper, 
Shediac-Point de Chene being a stop 
on the route from Port Washington, 
N. Y., to Southampton. England. 

On the theory that a schooner con- 
verted into a night club_would be @ 
profitable venture, Mrs. Young 
bought the Alvena. She is offering 
dancing to band and records, floor 











the Bowery nitery and shattered 
four plate glass windows. No pa- 
trons were injured, but three wait- 
resses were treated in Hamtramck | 
hospital for burns. 

Blast resulted from motor spark 
which ignited gas leaking from a 
well which was being dug prepara- | 
tory to installation of an air-condi- | 
tioning system in nitery. | 


show, restaurant facilities and swim- 
ming over the side of the v *ssel. 

While Mrs. Young is looking after 
her floating night club, her husband, 
Donald, is on the roa. as a salesman. 
He is on the schooner on Saturdays 
and Sundays as an assist nt to his 
wife. They expect to continue un- 
til about Oct. 1, that is, if the pro- 
motion pays aividends. 
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| Rushing AGVA Drive 


(Continued from page 33) 





embers failing to do so would be 
to suspension or fine. 

Ditto Equity bk 

ity council was expecte oO 
eite gnilar action for Equity and 
Chorus Equity yesterday. In the case 
of the council, it was believed that 
the members would act behind 
jocked doors, so as to be able to 
send out instructions to the member- | 
ship before a restraining order could | 


Mex 
subject 





ved. 
ayer instructions to the SAG, 
AFRA and Equity memberships are 
likely to have a vital bearing on 
the battle, since the backbone of 
any performer union are the name 
artists. Such actors as Eddie Can- 
tor, Edgar Bergen, Harry Richman, 
Sophie Tucker and Rudy Vallee 
naturally carry the most weight in 
a vaude-nitery organization. Under | 
the circumstances, all would be 
forced to join AGVA or virtually be 
parred from show business—or at 
least from pictures, radio and legit, 
where the Four A’s unions have | 
closed shop contracts. } 


Thus, a suspension threat on Miss | 
Tucker, as is reported by the Four | 
A’s, would automatically force her 
out of ‘Leave It to Me’ when that 
musical reopens at the Imperial, N. 
Y., late in August. It would also 
short-circuit deals she is said to have 
in the works for radio and Holly- 
wood. That would leave the singer 
with only vaude and niteries, 

AFA ‘Surprised’ 


In moving so suddenly to revoke 
the AFA charter and set up a new 
union, the Four A’s heads apparently 
caught the AFA leaders by sur- 
prise. It had been hinted that an 
injunction would be sought to pre- 
vent revocation of the charter, but | 
the action was taken too fast. Hal- | 
prin was out of town for the week- | 
end, while Ralph Whitehead, AFA | 
executive-secretary, and Miss Tuck- 
er, at first appeared stunned but 





-later said they had predicted it and | 


added that they ‘refused to rec- 
ognize or accept’ the Four A’s ac- 
tion, They repeated their charge, | 
which will form the basis for the | 
injunction appeal, that the Four A’s | 
Jacks the power to act in the case | 
and that the whole procedure is a | 
‘malicious frameup.’ They added | 
that they will continue to conduct 
the union as before. 

Revocation of the charter was de- 
cided by the special Four A’s board 
last Thursday (13), after a three-day 
hearing of charges against AFA. 
With AFA boycotting the hearing, 
uncontested testimony told of al- 
leged mismanagement of the union’s 
affairs, misuse of charity funds, dis- 
regard for the interests of members, 
one-man rule, secret deals with em- 
ployers and various other abuses. 
Board ruled AFA guilty of all but 
one charge. Apparently to forestall 
an injunction, the parent union with- 
held revealing the decision until the 
charter had been revoked and a new 
union formed. 

Constitution Patterned After AFRA 

Constitution, patterned after that 
of AFRA, was drawn up and printed, | 
and copies were rushed out to affili- 
ate union representatives in Chicago, 
Los Angeles, San Francisco and. 
Philadelphia. It was announced that | 
membership drives would get under- 
way at once and that meetings 
would be held within a week. Eddie 
Cantor was named temporary presi- 
dent and Alex McKee temporary 
treasurer. Choice of an executive- 
s€cretary appeared in the air. 

Temporary governing board, to 
Serve until new officers and a new 
board could be elected from among | 
he membership, was set up to han-| 
dle AGVA’s affairs through the 
emergency’ period. To insure the | 
Cooperation of all the affiliates, it 
Was composed of the president and, 
e€xecutive-secretary of each. They | 
include Ralph Morgan and Kenneth | 

“omson, SAG; Bert Lytell (first 
Vice-president) and Paul Dullzell, 

uity; Lytell and Ruth Richmond, | 

horus Equity; Eddie Cantor and 
Emily Holt, AFRA; Lawrence Tib- 
J tt and Leo Fischer, AGMA, and 
€an Greenfield and Reuben Guskin, 
ebrew Actors Union. Charters were 
granted Monday to the Chicago, Los 
ngeles and San Francisco locals. 
wel the board members dropped | 
oom Own union’s work to concen- 
ate on the AGVA organizing. 

ae arth drive in New York 

Tiday night. Application 
blanks did not ask members to re- 
ae from AFA, but contained a 
- Use designating AGVA as exclu- 

ve bargaining agent. Estimates of 
raeel number of applications varied 
A erday, but it was believed they | 
re in the neighborhood of nearly | 





1,000. Chief battleground between 
AFA and AGVA seems likely to be 
the World’s Fair, where the new 
union already claims to have the 
Aquacade and Little Old New York 
casts signed nearly 100%. It was at 
the Aquacade that some of the major 
charges against AFA originated, 
No Aquacade Action 

Although there were hints that 
AGVA would quickly move against 
Billy Rose for alleged abuses at the 
Aquacade, such action is not likely 
for some time. Fact that Rose has 
a contract with AFA might stymie 
the new union’s action, as forced 
breach of that pact might be 
grounds for damage suit. 

For the present, however. the crux 
of the whole situation appears to be 
AFA’s injunction move. If a tem- 
porary stay is granted it may or 


| may not hogtie the new union com- 


pletely, depending on the actual 
wording of the writ. In any case, 
Four A’s leaders indicate they will 
not be in a hurry to push the pro- 
ceedings if the case géts to court. 
They are convinc@éd that the AFA 


} Was mismanaged and that revocation 


of the charter was the only possible 


|; solution in view of the Whitehead- 


Tucker attitude. So, regardless of 
the time it may take, they are de- 








| ing, after which briefs might be sub- | 
| mitted and judgment reserved until 
| later. Besides the injunction, AFA 
will also seek a court order setting 
| aside the eharter revocation. On the 

| other hand, there is some legal doubt visit here while vacashing at her 
| whether a court would intervene in Camp Sunshine at Lake Placid. 


an, intersal 1ebee walen Clepute. Jack Phillips telling the folks who 


In the meantime, the AGVA in-| are airing that they are faking and 
should go back to work. 


roads on its membership is bound to! 
Robert Dodds takes time out 


hurt AFA. Not only will deserting | 
| many of those who iemain are like-| ™°toring from Lake Placid to this 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


| Anticipate that Kate Smith will 


members cease to pay dues, but} 
| 


ly to default pending sett!ement of | C°!0ny and wanting to know what 
'the case. Since the union has aq. | kind of smokes are needed. His dad 
mittedly needed funds for some time, | Ber manager of the Palace, Lake 
that will undoubtedly prove embar-| ~*S F 

* m lene alls 
rassing. AGVA, on the other hand,| | crag man. Rag ocr gM on ot 
presumably has the huge resources! ,” == S See Samer - 


smb. ; , Ernest Ball 
of its affiliates at its disposal. ae ; ’ 
‘ . dies Len Grotte, manager Loew’s Pros- 


| pect, Flushing, L. IL, always trying 





1 
Coiumbus Hoss Trade | colony’s welfare. He’s an ex-airer. 
| Frances Fiddler, sister of Bede, 
| who is ozoning here, never misses a 
Columbus, O., July 18. chance to entertain the gang. She’s 
Possibility of the much-desired | now working local night spots. 
extension of Sunday morning liquor Teddy Stewart al! hopped up over 
curfew is seen here in an offer by| the fact that it will not be long be- 
city council to change the closing| fore she can resume the home rou- 
hours if niteries will agree to stop| “¢: 


| Among those at the Rogers who 
| selling even 3.2 beer on Sabbath. | are taking those operations with suc- 


Public hearing has been set for} cess are Jack Edwards. Sam Put- 
next Monday (24) on an initiative| nam, Ann Comerford. Milton Weeks, 
{petition bearing more than 4,400 sig-| Frank Howard. 
natures asking for a vote at the| 
Sept. 19 primary upon extension Of| Rogers, may hang out his shingle 
|the curfew from midnight and 1 a.m.| here. 
ito 1 am. and 2:30 a.m., depending | 





termined to carry out their outster| upon the classification of liquor per-| years of the bed routine, lately has 


action and to push forward the new 


vaude-nitery union setup 


It appears likely, therefore, that | Spots are in favor of the change. | Roy 
if a temporary injunction is granted, | 


a hearing will not be held for about 


stay would be advanced at that hear-| summer publication. ' 


mit, | been perking up and going in for a 
| Night ciubs and dine and dance} yocational sewing. 

Carman, Rose McTiernan, 
; Ruth McTiernan, Francis Altman, 





SODA WATER 
AT 2 CLUBS 


Cleveland, July 18. 
Refusal of state liquor board ito re- 








| to do the best of everything for the} 


| ker). 


| 
| 
| 


Dr.*Ernest Adler, who was at the| 


Myra Blake, who saw years and| 


new licenses of Ohio Villa and 
| Mounds Clubs, after investigators 
| testified they saw gambling devices 
in them, forced two niteries to close 
| their bars, but not their doors. 

Both are demanding new hearings 
of Frank Smith, head of local en- 
forcement bureau, accusing him of 
|playing politics. In the meantime, 
they are getting around ban by dust- 
|ing off the old prohibition-day slo- 
jgan, B.Y.O.L., (bring your own lik- 
Although they have tripled 
the price of gingerale and soda- 
iwater, Ohio Villa, which has the 
largest and costliest floor shows in 
|this area, has noticed only a slight 
| drop in attendance. 
| 





Shields’ 1st Nitery 


Radio singer Jimmy Shields went 
into the Glass Hat, N. Y., last night 


| (Tuesday) on his first nitery date. 
| Booking was a quick one, singer be- 
| ing signed Monday (17) and opening 
| following night. 
| played his first theatre date. 


Shields recently 


Art Wilson sold his ditty, ‘Pardon Richard Morley, Alton Ross, ogling | He goes back on the air mid- 
a week. Arguments for a permanent; My Intrusion,’ to Feist for late! the Actors Colony. 


Write to those who are ill. 


| August once weekly with the Enna 
| Jettick program on NBC-Red. 
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IN THE SHOW BUSINESS BUT WHEN WE 


IN THE NIGHT CLUB FIELD. MY 
AYS ROOT FOR 
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1S NO DOUBT THAT 
Y THE PUBLIC. YOU ARE 
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Alex Finn is managing director 
of The International Casino, 
New York City. 


Milton Berle is under the man- 


agement of 
Agency. 


The William Morris 
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ST. REGIS ROOF 


(NEW YORK) 





LeRoy Prinz production directed 
by James Mitchell Leisen, costumes 
by Leisen, featuring Mary Parker, 
Billy Daniels, 6 Paramount Starlets 
(Harriet Haddon, Norah Gale, Marie 
DeForest, Bernice Stewart, Barbara 


McLean, Lucille LaMarr), Harold 
Richards, Joseph Rines_ orchestra 
with Freddy Steele, Jules Lande’s 


orchestra, with Eddie Singer; dances 
by Billy Daniels; $1.50 and $2.50 
couvert; average dinner check $5. 
Second edition of LeRoy Prinz’s 
‘St. Regis Ruffles,’ directed and cos- 
tumed by James Mitchell Leisen, 
with the 6 Paramount Starlets sub- 


featured to Mary Parker and Billy | 


Daniels (also of Hollywood) reads 
quite like a cinematic array of 
credits. 


Par’s director Mitchell Lei-- | Hilo divertissement 


Mary Parker and Billy Daniels with 
a tzigane motif, serenaded by the; 
gypsy violinist at their table, which | 
precedes their tiptap taps. He solos! 
a ‘Golliwog’s Cakewalk’ number 
| that’s a nifty, and the finale is a new 
|French waltz, ‘Et Ca Fait Boum’ (it'll 
| probably wind up as ‘My Heart Goes 
Boom,’ after Rines fixes it up for the 
|U. S.), which is a very likely air. 
Prince Obolensky brought it back 
|'wita him from abroad. A little extra 
reprise is the ‘Pattycake’ 
from the previous edition. 
Contrasting the bullishness of the 
St. Regis Roof biz is casualty to its 
; Iridium Room (street floor) which | 
‘normally closes in May for the sum-| 
j;mer, but has kept open with its en-| 
| tire ice show, in anticipation of Fair | 
visitors which haven’t materialized. | 
General manager Lauryssen mean- 
time has a hula decor slated for the 
hotel's third room, the Maisonette 
Russe, when that reopens in October. 
in a - Russian 





number | 


i 


sen (the James is seemingly a re-|ro09m strikes a new note of some- 


cherche touch for the chi-chi St.|/thing or other, but undoubtedly the 
Regis) put on this intime floorshow,/M. R, billing will be switched. 


and while the production is more 


Featured in the roof show also is 


F&M than Zanuck, it’s still a color-| Harold Richards, who does a good 


ful and imaginative revuetie. 
Furthermore, considerable back- 
of-the-kitchen showmanship has been 
injected by g.m. Gaston Lauryssen, 
hotelier Vincent Astor and artistic 


director Prince Serge Obolensky, all | 


of whom have the show values of 
this hotel’s sundry rooms very much 
at heart. One of these niceties, and 
a pertinent one, is the almost-10 p.m. 
curtain for the first show. The sec- 
ond part comes on at 11.30. This vir- 


‘Lambeth Walk’ 





intro vocalizing job with the revue 
|proper; also vocal soloists Eddie 
|Singer (with Lande) and Freddy | 
| Steele (with Rines). For Rines, this | 
is the second successive season, hav-| 
ing clicked big last summer when 
became a sort of 
trademark. This year, besides ‘Pat- 
tycake,’ Rines is introducing his own 
‘Hot Gavotte’ as a terp novelty. Lane, 


ji years at the hotel with his svelte | 


string music usually in the down- 


tually insures holding the dinner) <tairs rooms, again heads up a dance 


crowd over to also take in what is 
technically the supper show. Prime 
idea, of course, is to keep the room 
filled since the after-theatre biz, dur- 
ing the summer, is negligible. Hence 
it resolves itself down to holding 
the fashionably late diners interested 
t:ntil midnight or after. 

The air-conditioned St. Regis Roof 
(nee Viennese, but that was before 
axis politics made that billing im- 
politic) is the high spot of the in- 
town dining season over the summer. 
With Joe Rines and Jules Lande’s or- 
chestras alternating with their svelte 
dansapation—Rines on the forthright 
foxtrotology, and Lande’s emphasis 
on Viennese waltzes and Latin tem- 
pos, although also terping the other 
tunes—the Roof is a fave with the 
smart stepping-out set. . 

For the floor show the bandstand 
moves back and a movable stage 
rises from the floor, probably an idea 
adopted from Pierre Sandrini’s Bal 
Tabarin room in Paris. Coming up 
on an hydraulic lift, with a canopied 
enclosure to further set the motif, 
*‘Summertime’ is the opener by the 
sextet of Hollywood lookers. Then 


|combo, for the first time in some 
eight or nine years, but his expert 
violin soloing is again standout. 

Abel. 


| FAMOUS DOOR, N. Y. 





Count Basie orch (18), with Helen 
Humes and Jimmy Rushing. 








A year ago the Famous Door 
| brought in the Count Basie band 
and gave it its first real chance in 
this section of the country. Outfit 
clicked and went on from there to 
climb in importance until today it’s 
/one of the leading colored bands. 
Its past year’s ascension was capped 
by the recent date at the Panther 
Room of the College Inn at the Sher- 
man hotel, Chicago. Now it returns 
to the Door to toss the spot a life- 
line. 

Basie comes back with an enlarged 
brass section and a wealth of new 
material to impress his band more 
solidly on listeners. One of the most 
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' outstanding numbers in his book is 


his recently recorded ‘Miss Thing.’ 
It’s an arrangement that stills con- 
versation. 

At the keys Basie seems to have 
become more of a showman than 
heretofore. His fingering was al- 
ways solidly impressive, but now, in 
addition to that, it’s seemingly play- 
ing to the eye as well as the ear. 
With him in the lead, the rhythm 
section of his band rates with any. 
Addition of an extra trumpet to 
total the brass section at four and 





e015 YEARS AGOce 


(From Variety) 











Broadcasters were held to be the 
reasons for the decline in radio in- 
terest. They weren’t introducing 
any novelty to their programs. 





Berlin was going in extensively 





three adds lustre and of course, 
power to that end. 
Within the next two weeks Door, 


owners will enlarge the spot still} 
further than when Basie first came | 
|in last year. Then the back wall 


had been pushed back. It’s now due! 
to be taken out entirely, leaving the | 
downstairs floor for the room alone | 
—kitchens and rest rooms to be 
shifted upstairs. 








CAFE LOYALE. N.Y, | 


IN PLEA FOR REORG 


A voluntary petition for reorgani- 
zation under the Chander Act, was | 
filed in the N. Y. federal court} 
Wednesday (12) by the Brighton- | 
Long Beach Corp., operators of Cafe | 
Loyale, 521 Fifth ave. nitery-restau- | 
rant. Over 100 creditors are listed, | 
although no amount is mentioned as 
owed. The schedule shows the last 
appraisal of assets in 1936 disclosed 
them to be worth $100,361. Cash on 
hand is $525, and Metropolitan Life 
holds a chattel mortgage of $50,000 
covering fixtures and equipment. 
The weekly payroll is $500, and the 
N. Y. Times. and the American So- 
ciety of Authors and Composers are 
among creditors. 


The proposed plan of reorganiza- 
tion calls for payment of all wage 
claims, and U. S., state and city taxes 
in full. 


Unsecured creditors and conces- 
sionaires will receive 33% of their | 
claims over a period of 24 months. 

Peter and Charlotte Block, doing 
business as the Mid-Block Cafe, 117 
West 54 street, N. Y., filed a volun- 
tary petition of bankruptcy in the 
N. Y. federal court Thursday (13) | 
listing no assets, and liabilities of 
$5,242. Among creditors are banks, 
grocery chains, licuor stores, and the 
Wurlitzer Piano Co. 











Nitery Under Hammer 
Syracuse, July 18. 
The Cafe Dewitt night club, 
erected at a cost of $250,000 by 
Julian S. Brown several years ago 
and one of the showplaces of up- 


state New York when it was first | 
| Kelly, mistress of ceremonies, 


opened, will be sold at public auc- 
tion in a tax foreclosure suit in- 
stituted by the city of Syracuse. 
The sale is scheduled for early Au- | 
gust. | 

Delinquent taxes, city and county, | 
total more than $37,700. The club 
has been vacant, except for a few | 
ventures into bingo, etc., for nearly 
five years. Equipment was sold at. 
auction about a year ago. 





Ed Sherman Dismissed 
On Rubber Check Ch’ge 


Edward Sherman, booking agent, 
held on a charge of passing $100 
worth of rubber checks, was dis- | 
charged in Special Sessions court, 
N. Y., last Wednesday (12) when 
the plaintiff, Herman Barnett, art- 
ist with RKO Theatres, withdrew 
the complaint. 


In a hearing before Magistrate | 
Burke June 8 Sherman testified he | 
owed only half the amount in ques- | 
tion and upon his refusal to make 
good the total was ordered held for | 
the higher court. He later made a 
settlement out of court. Simon! 
Feinstein represented the defendant 
in both courts. 





Bea Wain, ex-Larry Clinton band 
vocalist, is booked for two weeks at | 
the Hippodrome, Baltimore, begin- | 
ning July 28. 4 





for show biz, paying English, Amer- 
ican and French acts 20-25% more 
than other countries. 





Nora Bayes reopened the Empire, 
London, clicking handily. Reopen- 
ing of the spot as a music hall 
augured a vaude revival for Lon- 
don and previncial music halls. 





Clifford C. Fischer sued Breit- 
bart, the strong man, for $12,000, 
charging conspiracy when Breitbart 
is said to have lured Marta Farra 
from Fischer’s management. 





Realizing that the Shuberts had 





——— 


New Acts 


EDDIE ANDERSON (Rochester 
Comedy 
17 Mins. 
Paramount, L. A. 


Eddie Anderson, Negro comic, bet. 
ter known in radio and pictures as 
‘Rochester,’ should be surefire stage 
fare once he gets his materia] 
smoothed out. Using three other 
sepians as stooges, and a voice 
(Steve White) offstage to imperson.- 
ate Fred Allen and Jack Benny, An- 
derson quickly sells himself and 
maintains the pace to the finish, 
Early part of current act is long- 
distance telephone gag, with Allen 
presumably talking from New York 





|and_offering Benny’s valet increased 





outstripped him in the acquisition | 


of theatres during the past 
dozen years, A. L. Erlanger was 
stepping up activity in that direc- 


tion, with deals im Chicago, New 
York, and Boston, among other 
cities, 


_— 


Benny Meroff’s band was smash at 
the Palace, N. Y., while Henry Hull 
and Edna Hibbard, from legit, did 
well in a comedy sketch on the same 
bill. Al Shayne plus Dare and 
Wahl, hoke acro team, both went 
over well at the Broadway, N. Y. 








Keith’s was imstalling a produc- 
tion department to develop acts. 





Robert Mantell preparing to re- 
sume his season in Shakespearean 
repertory. Was to embrace a six- 
month tour of Great Britain, Ire- 
land and Scotland. 





The days of kid stars were over, 
according to expert film opinion. 
Baby Peggy, Jackie Coogan and 
Wesley Barry of late were negligi- 
ble b.o. 





AKRON NITERY REOPENS 

Akron, O., July 18. 
Shuttered several weeks ago, when 
the state refused to renew its liquor 
permit, Merry-Go-Round, downtown 
nitery, has been reopened by Jack 
Millard. Opening floor show in- 
cluded Los Chicos and her Latin 
| America Revue, Esquire Six orches- 
|tra, with Irene King and Mildred 


Spot has been completely reno- 
vated and air conditioned. 


half | 


pay-to switch employers, with voice 
suddenly changing to that of Benny 
with latter’s customary fault-finding 
with the colored handy man. 
Shuffle dance, including portion of 
snake dance done in ‘Man About 
Town’ follows with Anderson then 
warbling a comedy ditty, ‘Janitor 
Man’ which registers solidly. Clos- 
ing, Anderson introduces White and 
his three stooges Edwa. 


MARGOLITA 


| Songs and Piano 
|13 Mins. 
| Show Bar, Forest Hills, L, 1., N.Y. 








This raven-tressed lass gets away 


ifrom the usual type of specialty as- 


sociated with the small circular stage 
above the bar at this spot. A mezzo- 
soprano with a pleasing personality, 
she specializes in standard pop bal- 
lads, such as ‘A Pretty Girl Is Like 
a Melody,’ alternating with current 
ditties on the sweet-swing side. 


She seems to have an inexhaust- 
ible supply of numbers like ‘Our 
Love,’ ‘Don’t Worry 'Bout Me’ and 
‘If I Didn’t Care.’ For variety, she 
offers ‘I Ain’t Got Nobody,’ but in a 
plaintive rather than hot manner, 
and ‘Come Back to Sorrento.’ 


Vocals, which are good, are inter- 
spersed with piano medleys. Some- 
times the keyboard work is only fair; 
more attention to harmony and 
modulations would help. No show 
stopper, Margolita is an excellent 
filler between band sets. Gilb. 


RUBENS and RITA 
Dancing 

5 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 


Act is interpretative, based on an 
Egyptian slave song, is gypsy in 
costuming, and the dance borders 
on the Apache in execution. Tees 
off in the latter style with the male 
snapping a long whip, then eases 
into various poses and fast tossing 
of girl. It’s a fast and flashy five 
minutes and when caught here was 
well received, Okay for niteries 
too. 


Costuming of the two adds to the 
flash of the act, male in black and 
gold-trimmed, skin-tight outfit, with 
gold turban; and girl in conventiona 
colorful gypsy style. 








— 





26, 1939. 


660 Fifth Avenue 





We express our appreciation to 
Harry Richman who will help us 
welcome our friends at the open- 
ing of our New York Show 
Room, 4 P.M., Wednesday, July 


You Are Cordially Invited 


LORD & STEWART 


Tailors—from London 
* 
PLaza 8-1890 


New York City 
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| Pepping Up New Pix 








(Continued from page 1) | 





sent into turpentine camps in South 
to work out sentence.:, but a relaxa- 
tion-seeking customer army looked 
upon it only as an all-too-drab yarn. | 
Warners set out to warn America 
against perils of Nazi spies, but those 
who buy tickets fail-d to display | 
more than passing interest. | 
Still Pleasure-Seekers 


When Burbank stidio revealed 
what even their rivals considered 
signs of daring by sending ‘Confes- 
sions of a Nazi Spy’ to th2 cameras, 
Metro and other majors began dust- 
ing off political yarns long cluttering 
the shelves, then suddenly changed 
their course when lukewarm atti- 
tude of customers toward ‘Nazi’ be- 
came apparent. Audienc:s, they've 
decided, may have grown up in last 
few years but they still go to thea- 
tres in search of something to make | 
’em forget for an hour or so their 
own and the world’s ills. | 

Revitalization of screen entertain- 
ment as means of putting biz back on 
its financial feet is current obdjective 
of every producer, but how it is to 
be brought about is a problem for a 
roomful of brain trusters. 

Now they’re off on another track, 
and this time it’s with a _ united 
front. Because they have almost 
over-might awakened to conclusion 
more robust features may partially 
end revenue worries, they’ve issued 
new orders to the writing staff. Cry. 
today is for more dramatic dramas, 
faster moving action tales and 
heavier-on-the-love-angle romantic 
stories. With revised instructions, 
however, they also are reminding 
scribblers Joe Breen is still cus- 
todian of the purity seal. 


Nor are thinking producers seek- 
ing ways and means of surmounting 
Breen’s authority in their intensive 
efforts to ‘heat up’ the celluloid. 
While they are determined to inject 
more socko into product, it must be 
done, they pint out, without eva- 
sion of the code. They admit they | 
are too well aware of speed with | 
which censorial forces can b« called 
into play to nip any att2mpt to over- 
step bounds laid down by: Breen. 

Paramount .ceased to question 
Breen’s iron-fist rule over moral 
measurements when he ordered re- 
shooting of a can-can sequence in| 
that company’s ‘Zaza.’ Certain of 
studio’s execs were for fighting it 
out with code czar, but their’s was’ 


HILDEGARDE 


Fox Theatre, Philadelphia: 
“Hildegarde; from the air 
lanes, won a big hand with her |. 
song and piano numbers and }) 
displayed a charmingly  sub- 
dued variety of stage oomph.”— 











LEDGER 
Opening Savoy-Plaza Hotel 


Per. Mgr.—ANNA SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep—JACK BERTELL 
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Recognized by ail as the Leading 
Tailors to Americans 
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Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 
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For Rent or Sale 
Modern Roller Skating Rink 


FULLY EQUIPPED 
Call or Write 
Washington Realty Company 
emen’s Bldg. Newark, N. d. 
Market 3-6060 








| Studio 
pressed by bosses for stronger ma- | 


| 


a losing battle from the start. Why 
stir up censorship boards when you 
know you're licked before you start, 
was his attitude, anu there was 





nothing left for Par to do but snip 
what it believed to be highlight of 
picture, and substitute wishy-washy 
imitation of the real thing. 

Putting Out the Fire 

In production of RKO’s ‘Bachelor 
Mother,’ Pandro Berman had two 
fades made. When picture was sub- 
mitted to Breen, latter quickly ap- 
plied his blue pencil to the saucier 
finale. Berman retained the objec- 
tionable fade for the press preview, 
and he had even the most hardened 
of critics talking in the lobby-huddle 
that ensued. It was a courageous 
but futile try to sex-up the vehicle, 
they agreed. Berman was overruled 
by RKO. prexy George J. Schaefer, 
who sided with Breen that Ginger 
Rogers’ final line and knowing wink 
went too far. 

Tag troubles seem to be haunting 
Miss Rogers because of RKO’s for- 
ays into the more novel fields of 
dramatization. Her latest picture, ‘My 
Fifth Avenue Girl,’ which Gregory 


LaCava produced and directed, has | 
in storage until she re- 


been put 


turns from aé_ six-week vacation, 


when part of cast will be recalled | 


for re-takes on closing footage. Given 
tragic ending, attraction drew unani- 
mous adverse comment at several 
sneak showings, further impressing 


upon execs that while attitude of | 


U. S. masses on what constitutes hit 
features may have undergone re- 


vamping, said changes are not so} 


sweeping after all. 

Condition, however, does not hold 
true in all parts of universe. In 
European countries, in Asia, the 
Orient and even in staid old Eng- 
land, fans are demanding that a 
spade be called just that on the sil- 
versheet. More and more studios are 
now shooting two versions of some 
scenes, one for American consump- 
tion and other for use in lands where 
citizens prefer their entertainment 
with a little red meat. 

For instance, in domestic version 
of ‘The Real Glory,’ Gary Cooper 
starrer, Samuel Goldwyn will show 


| wounding of soldiers by Filipino na- 


tives and cut after merely imzlant- 


ing impression that victims died hor- 
For foreign traffic he 


rible death. 
will cameraize the whole happening 
—not only wounding of infantrymen 
but showing their torturous demise 
as masses of gnawing ants attack 
their unconscious forms, 
story heads are being 
terial. That is the main plank in the 
new deal being readied for patrons. 


Redder Typewriter Ribbons 
Pictures, industry’s heads will tell 


you, can be made far more punchy | 
than they have been through appli- | 


cation of better writing craftsman- 
| ship. Stronger sex stuff, inoffensive 


PHILADELPHIA PUBLIC /and within keeping of the purity 


codists’ tenets, can be had with 
| greater authoring skill, improved di- 
rection and more’ appropriate back- 


July 28 ‘ground music, they contend. New 


| mark in action is possible with ex- 


tion of uses of miniature ana proc- 
ess shots. Hurricane, earthquake or 
fire sequences, which were colossal 
yesterday, must become super-super- 
| colossal in tomorrow’s pictures. Pre- 
| paring for the new day, Darryl Zan- 
| uck has just completed expenditure 
|of around $100,000 in augmenting 
20th-Fox’s rain-making and wind 
equipment. Paramount has expend- 
ed $40,000 for hydraulic machinery 
for ship and building-rocking pur- 
poses capable of sending the aver- 
age man’s domicile into a double 
somersault. Other lots are follow- 
ing suit. 

Second 50 years of motion pictures 
'promise to give them strength 
they’ve never before possessed. Big- 
| gies have finally been aroused by 

b.o. slumps, and they’re digging in 
for another offensive such as lifted 
_ industry out of its infancy. They’re 
|as positive in their statements that 
| scat-buying will be revived through 
\their present drive to improve films, 
/as they are that the ponies will run 


again at Santa Anita come next 


Yuletide. 


| back by 
' Club Stanley Tuesday (18) in site of 


penditure of more money for larger | 
mob scenes and via wider applica- | 


Kary! Norman, Who Once 
Meant Big B.0. in Cleve., 
Brought Back by Jabin 


Cleveland, July 18. 
Karyl Norman, who put Stan 
Jabin’s Torch Club in the big-money | 
class five years ago, was brought! 
Jabin to preem his 








new 


old Irish Village. Former femme 
who hes discarded 
wigs for Tux and straight baritone | 
singing, is toplining intimate revues | 
consisting of three acts and femme | 
orchestra lead by Sonny Brvoks, 
formerly of vocalizing Gaylord Trio. 

Spot is the only new one to bloom 
in this parched section at a time 
when other niteries are cutting tal- 
ent bills in half. Statler’s Terrace 
Room, which eliminated floor revues 
in spring, also discontinued dance 
music last week, when Claude Hoag- 
land’s crew left for Akron’s May- 
flower hotel. 


impersonator, 





Staging Memorial-Benefit 
For Eddie Healy in Prov. 


Providence, July 18. 
being made for a 
memorial benefit show in honor of 


Plans are 


| the late Eddie Healy (and Cross), | 


former vaudeville headliner, who 


was killed last month when fire 
| razed the apartment house in which 
| he lived. 


Show will be staged in Elks Audi- 
|} torium, July 31.. Booking commit- 
| tee includes ‘Doc’ Breed, of the Bos- 
‘ton Keith booking offices; Alan 
Cross, Healy’s one-time vaudeville 
|partner; Martin Toohey, assistant 
| manager of Providence Majestic the- 
|) atre, and Edward M. Fay, Provi- 
dence theatre-owner. 





Hoofing Down Under 


Chuck and Chuckles, colored dance 

'team, are en route for their first 

vaude tour of Australia. They open 
| at the Tivoli, Melbourne, August 14. 

















'other basis usually find the front 


row 
dollies. 


Pattern bill is a nive-acter, with a 
line of as many as 10 girls, who are 
not required to dance so well. The 
acts are ones and twos, with only 
rarely a five or six-people flash act 


populated with  gold-tooth 


in the bigger shows. 


Hillbillies Popular 


Chicago occasionally musters out 
a 40-people show, which can com- 
mand six weeks or so time, but not 
on a week-to-week basis. After 
that short run, they fold like 
Chamberlain’s umbrella. 

Vaude’s most common act in 1939, 
which nearly always operates as a 


unit and plays the 3d rate spots, is | 


the hillbilly band. Usual makeup is 
Six to eight men, plays towns ad lib 


and never hears of such a thing as a | 


flat buy. There are fully 20 of these 
operating and everytime one breaks 
up four or five new aggregations are 


|formed. They are flexible enough to 
operate in beer stubes, danceries 
and for a coin shower between 


| groan-and-grunt 
wrestle-stadia. 
| Bookers all 


spasms in the 
comment on the 


present vaude crop, as compared to 
the old school. An act, once an ob- 
ject of worship by the performer, 
| looked upon as something he’d built 
from ground up, is now just so much 
stuff to the johnny-come-lately. 
Show biz to him, schooled as he is 
in the clubs and radio, is mostly a 
lark at soda-squirt salary, entered 
into as a fling before getting a regu- 
lar job. Result is a low ebb show- 
manship in attitude or presentation. 

Characteristically optimists, book- 
,ers look forward to bettering the 
a in 1939-40. They admit the 
vaude biz is in a state of paralysis, 


| with each »ercenter taking turns do- | 


ing an apt impersonation of an iron 
lung. 

The Wilby-Kincey time makes up 
'four and one-half weeks of the 
| southern layout, the rest being in- 


change of types and outlook of the, 


== 
| 
imistic Book 
Optimistic Bookers 
(Continued from page 34) through, starting September, 1938, 
and finishing mid-June. Smal! ones 
|drew $130 flat per day, or 40%. 


| Stands were from one to four days, 
‘averaging two per. Bigger units, 
| 28-32 people, were $250-$300 daily, 
|} or 50-50. Larger shows were found 
to average better than the small 
ones. Average mileage in this area 
is about 580 weekly, but some had 
| to jump 1,000 miles, more or less. 


| tte: 

| Sherman’s Route 

| Minneapolis, July 18. 

| As a result of a promotional effort 
by Harry Sherman of New York, re- 
vealed by him here, 210 towns will 
play cheap units next season. Shows 
will comprise five acts and will play 
mostly one to two-night stands, for 
a total of 10 weeks for each unit. 

Under the Sherman plan, flesh en- 
tertainment will be brought to the 
| smallest town as well as to the larger 
ones. For example, the units will be 
booked into Scranton, Pa., and into 
Redwood Falls, Minn., the latter hav- 
ing a population of 3,000. 

Sherman says. he’s selling the 
shows for from $65 to $100 a night, 
depending on the evenings they're 
booked, or $600 for the week. The 
| five ‘suit case’ acts will consist of 10 
people, all told, including a pianist 
who will provide the musical ac- 
|comnaniment. They can get by with- 
|out orchestra or stage crew. 

Shows have been booked in this 
|territory by the Minnesota Amuse. 
|Co. (Paramount Northwest circuit). 
| They'll also play some independent 
houses. Only one house to a town 
will be booked, Sherman says. 





Tom Diamond Broke 


Thomas Diamond Prest, also 
known as Tom Diamond, theatrical 
performer, unemployed, filed a vole 
untary petition of bankruptcy in N. 
| Y. federal court Thursday (13) list- 
ing no assets and liabilities of 
| $5,379. 

Among his creditors: Swinburne 
& Dwyer, attorneys, 36 West 44th 
street, $2,500 for professional ser- 
| vices, and the bankrupt’s wife, 





Nat Nazarro set the 12-week deal | die-owned stands. Through the T.| Frances Diamond Prest, $2,250 on a 


| through the William Morris office. 


1D. Kemp office, 41 units passed 


i separation agreement. 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


George and Jack Dormonde, Earl 
Lippy, Norma Gallo, Jan Peerce, 
Music Hall Glee Club, Corps de Bal- 
let, Rockettes, Jacques Gasselin; 
‘Man in the Iron Mask’ (UA), re- 
viewed in Variety, June 28, 








A compact and agreeably-enter- 
taining stage show, running but 38 
minutes including the orchestra 
overture, is the production work of 
Russell Markert as companion diver- 
sion to the heavy-costume drama, 
‘Man in the Iron Mask’ (UA). Mark- 
ert is putting on all the shows here} 
during the absence abroad of Leon 
Leonidoff. He stages them from time 
to time as an associate prod while 
the latter is on the job. 

The overture features Jacques 
Gasselin, violinist. He plays well the 
ear-compeiling ‘Concerto in B Minor’ | 
by D’Ambrosio, appearing in center- | 
stage while the pit crew is lowered 
about halfway into the dugout. 

This provides a somewhat differ- 
ent opening for the four-course pro- 
duction layout that follows, starting 
with a weirdly effective bailet along 
impressionistic lines in a simple but 
striking set. As a break before the 
dock scene which cards third on the 
stage show, the comedy cycling team 
of George and Jack Dormonde take 
over position two. This act, depend- 
ing on some talk, but more on the 
comic and clever unicycle routine, 
meets with no difficulty in getting 
across properly here. 

Earl Lippy impressively sings 
*‘Stars of Duna’ as an opener for a 
colorful fishing village-dock scene, 
topping it off by relating the legend 
of the mermaid and the sailor. As 
he tells this story, the scene blends 
into a water effect to bring forth the 
mermaid. Norma Gallo, at first with 
a fish tail. She maneuvers herself 
around the stage in a novel and 
clever acrobatic routine, later getting 
her limbs, as the related legend goes, 
to finish the dance routine in a more 
traditional manner. A spiralled kick 
past her shoulder, standing on one 
foot, gets a hand. 

Finish is a very impressive street 
scene with Jan Peerce soloing as an 





oldies as ‘Bye Bye Blues’ and ‘Mexi- 
cali Rose,’ Carlsen’s technic results 
in a distinct tempo and theme, and 
comedy is often injected by inter- 
ruptions from the bass player. 

Paul Skinner, a mellow tenor, 
handles most of the vocals. Two) 
encores were demanded of Skinner 
at this catching. 

Three Zilch Bros. go in to do a 
comedy interpretation of ‘Little 
Fishies’ and ‘Ferdinand the Bull,’ 
Routines resemble closely those of 
the Ritz Bros. 

All of the acts on the bill click. 
Natalie and Howard, also localities, 





| are okay in a takeoff on the apache | 


dance. Neat tap routines are exe-| 
cuted by Billy and Joyce Severin, | 


''Texas Tommy and his Wonder Horse | 


perform a number of catchy tricks, 
culminated by a hula-hula dance by 
the horse. 

Biz excellent at the opening show 
Friday (14). Weber. 





Philadelphia, July 14. 
Bert Lahr with Sam Brown, Hilde- 
garde, Lewis & Van, Del Rios (3), 
Jimmy & Mildred Mulcahy, Lou 
Schrader house band; ‘Good Girls 
Go to Paris’ (Col). 





Skipping both Hollywood p.a.ers 
and name bands, either of which 
have heretofore been inevitable at 
flesh houses here, Fox this sesh 
turns to musicomedy and radio for 
its two top attractions. There’s Bert 
Lahr for the older trade, to whom 
he has been known for years via 
legit, and Hildegarde for the younger 
set. Teamed with a fairly strong 
film, it’s a powerful combo from an 
entertainment standpoint, but one of 
unose shows which must depend prin- 
cipally for its buildup on word-of- 
mouth, which unfortunately can’t do 
much for it in a one-week stand. 


Without the usual flash act or band 
number for the blowoff, Lahr’s hand- 
ed the finale spot and makes the 
most of it. - He does two skits, visit 
to.the income tax collecter and ‘The 
Woodsman’. He’s skillfully aided in 
both by Sam Brown, who takes the 





organ grinder, backed by a vocal 
chorus, and the Rockettes polishing 
it off with a dance as school kids. 
As usual they are the big hit of the 
show. 

Business virtually capacity Thurs- 
day (13) night when caught. Char. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 





Washington, July 17. 
The Reillys (4), Fague Springman, 
Paul Nolan, Sue Ryan, Milt Britton 
orch; ‘They All Come Out’ (M-G). 





This one’s labelled ‘The Crazy 
Show’ and with four of the five acts 
distinctly on the comedy side, and 
production emphasizing nuttiness 
throughout, it makes swell hot 
weather fare. Even house orch, 
which knocks off after three quar- 
ters of show, does its stint in screw- 
ball overture in which pit floor 
rises empty and musicians straggle 
on one by one from all directions, 
pianist starting and playing solo, 
drummer following to make it a 
duet and others drifting on and 
joining in te build to sock finale of 
pop medley. 

Show proper opens with the 
Reillys, male trio in tux who give 
out with amusing modernistic eccen- 
tric tapping, using gal tapper for 
pantomime fiirt dance. Finish oke 
with standard challenge stuff. Lew 
Davies, pit guitarist, takes over an- 
nouncing job and introduces Fague 
Springman, young baritone discov- 
ery from Virginia. Kid has pleasing 
presence in grey flannel business 
suit and makes ’em like ‘Mandalay,’ 
“Water Boy’ and encores with ‘Annie 
Laurie.’ 

Paul Nolan follows in tails to jug- 
gle ton hat, cane and tennis balls 
cleverly. Sue Ryan tears out next 
ard takes hold with her burlesques 
of night club warbler, torch singer, 
opera star and chorine, replete with 
nut props and horseplay. Finishes 
sock with ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band’ as originally written and then 
as swung by jitterbug vocalist. 

Frem here on in its the Milt Brit- 
ton band, with smart specialty stuff 
emvhasized and straight slapstick, 
which formerly was its mainstay, 
used only to clinch the climaxes. It’s 
smash from start to finish as always. 

Biz fair. Craig. 


RIVERSIDE, M’W’KEE 


Milwaukee, July 14. 
Bill Carlsen orch, Paul Skinner, 
Zilch Bros., Texas Tommy, Natalie 
& Howard, Billy & Joyce Severin, 
Lee Roth’s house crew; ‘House of 
Fear’ (U). 





After being groomed in the ball- 
rooms, niteries and on the radio, Bill 
Carlsen, local lad, is making a socko 
preem on a vaude stage here and 
manager Eddie Weisfeldt appears to 
have manipulated a heavy b.o. 
stanza. 

Carlsen, a likable. modest maestro, 
does some excellent tooting on the 
clarinet and sax as a getaway. His 
music is sweet and of the danceable 
type, so. much that the aggregation 
got excellent applause for such 


role of the Federal man in the first 
and neatly fills in the stage wait 
while Lahr changes costumes for the 
second by giving Lahr what appears 
to be a legit intro until the funny 
boy steps back on the stage to sing 
‘Trees’. Lahr’s socko sense of com- 
edy values and unique business add 
to the material, which is of solid 
base. Both are excerpts from recent 
Shubert stage musicals. 


Hildegarde precedes Lahr. Her 
piece de resistance is ‘Lady’s in Love 
With You,’ which she does to per- 
fection with one exception—the toss- 
ing in of a very corny ‘You said 
it!’ Only interpretation that can be 
given the insertion of this bit of 
small-time stuff by anyone of Hilde- 
garde’s stature is that she’s kidding, 


but unfortunately, the audience 
thinks it belongs. 
Preceding ‘Lady’s in Love,’ the 


tall, extremely striking looking gal 
sings a medley, including ‘See a New 
Sun’ and ‘Sing a Song of Sunbeams,’ 
following with ‘Our Love’ and ‘How 
Strange’. For her encores, which 
click tremendously, she does ‘W,sh- 
ing,’ piano solo with erchestra back- 
ing of ‘Three Little Fishies,’ and 
warbles ‘Angels Sing’ for the get- 
away. Greatly responsible for her 
solid reception is the ease with which 
she uses her pipes, her excellent dic- 
tion, her pianologing and her ap- 
pearance. She accompanies herself 
part of the time on a grand down 
front of the stage to achieve a nitery 
intimacy which also aids. 

Lewis and Van, pair of male hoof- 
ologists working in tails, open the 
bill. They’re more or less standard, 
smartening things up a bit with two 
small flights of steps on which they 
do part of their tap work. Really 
win their big hand-patter, however, 
with their fiash finale, a challenge 
round of speed stepping. 

In the deuce are Jimmy and Mil- 
dred Mulcahy, harmonicists. Jimmy 
opens the stanza as a single, doin 
the ancient, but in this case sti 
strong, bit of supposedly playing one 
harmonica to sound like two, then 
stopping, while the sound of the 
mouth organ still continues. It’s his 
partner, of course, revealed in the 
wings, who’s playing harmonica No. 
2. Mildred is a highly personable 
blonde and, although she’s plenty 
adept on her instrument, the har- 
monica playing is more of a second 
attraction in her case. Duet, ‘Rhap- 
sody in Blue’ and ‘Carnival in Ven- 
ice’, latter with trick tonguing ef- 
fects, ‘Tiger Rag’ for encore gets 
them away in great style. 

Del Rios are a different acro trio, 
consisting of a tall boy, a short boy 
and one hefty gal. Turns out that 
the femme is the middle lifter in 
their stunts, with the smaller lad 
on her shoulders. Aside from the 
value of this angle, they’re show- 
manly throughout, executing a flock 
of tough stands that win them a large 
quantity of favor from the house. 

Revue idiom is given the show by 
taking the house band from the dug- 
out and setting it on the stage. In- 
troductions, however, are by an off- 
stage voice, never the equal of a 
flesh m.c. Incidentally, Lou Schra- 
der’s crew makes its initial appear- 
ance as the pit orch this session, 
switching over from the Earle for 
seven weeks while Adolph Korn- 





span’s tooters vacation. Herb. 


STRAND, N. Y. 


Clyce McCoy orch, with Bennett 
Sisters (3), Larry Powell, Wayne 
Gregg; Wally Brown & Annette 
Ames, Tip, Tap & Toe, Geo. Andre 
Martin; ‘Indianapolis Speedway’ 
(WB), reviewed in this issue. 





The Strand currently is light- 
weight on both ends and the b.o. 
will probably show a marked drop 
by the time the one-week booking 
of both stage and screen features is 





over. McCoy's arch is good enough 
for musical entertainment, but no 
great shakes in marquee draw, with 
the supporting acts in the same cate- | 
gory. 

Band’s standout is McCoy’s own) 
wailing trumpet, Specialties with the | 
band are the Bennett Sisters (3), fair | 
harmonizers, Wayne Gregg, nice-| 
looking tenor, and Larry Powell, | 
drummer, who is given one spot- 
lighted moment to heat up the house. 
Latter, incidentally, was only half 
full and very cold at the last show 
opening night (Friday). The tem- | 
perature outdoors was the opposite. | 

Outside acts with the band are) 
Tip, Tap and Toe, colored male trio | 
working a brief challenge session on 
a raised platform. They represent 
the show’s punchiest item. Second 
is Geo. Andre Martin, paunchy 
finger-dancer. He’s better suited for 
niteries than theatres, the Strand au- 
dience, for instance, being too far 
back to appreciate his work. His 
session also is short, but Martin had 
less difficulty getting off than the 
colored trio. 

Wally Brown, with the tiny An- 
nette Ames providing a sock dancing 
finish, also found it tough getting a 
rise out of this house with his dou- 
ble-talk. His ordinarily very funny 
routine got very few laughs at this 
catching and the audience didn’t be- 
gin to really sit up until Miss Ames’ 
first appearance. She’s of almost 
midget - proportions, but talented 
enough to take them off to excellent 
applause. 

One excellent aspect of McCoy’s 
band is its ability to play a variety 
show. It also does very well with its 
Own arrangements, holding an audi- 
ence quite well, even if not meaning 
very much in pulling ’em in. 

Scho. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 13. 








Eddie ‘Roclester’ Anderson, June 
Carr and Joe Rollo, Loraine Girad, 
Auburn and Dodge, Don Rice, house 
orch; ‘Man About Town’ (Par). 





Eddie Anderson (Jack Benny’s 
‘Rochester’) is personaling in connec- 
tion with screening of Par’s ‘Man 
About Town,’ in which he appears at 
Paramount currently and proving 
heavy boxoffice magnet. Sepia comic 
(New Acts) does 17 mins. Opening 
was ragged in spots. 

Balance of show is straight vaude, 





backed by house orch on stage and 
with Don Rice functioning as m.c. as 
well as clowning with everybody on 
bill. Rice is inclined to become 
somewhat noisy before the mike, but 
customers seem to relish his non- 
sense. 

Auburn and Dodge, reller skating 
pair, open and perform dexterously. 
They are clean cut, youthful couple, 
and know their rollers. Their finish, 
with girl suspended by one leg from 
male’s neck for a fast twirl, is strong. 
Loraine Girad uncorks a soprano 
to warble several operatic arias and 
accompanies herself on the piano- 


accordion. Girl has a sweet voice, 
of opera calibre, and _ registers 
solidly. 


June Carr and Joe Rollo do a 
hokum act, with girl handling most 
of the comedy and Rollo playing 
straight. They dance a bit, clown 
all over stage and offer plenty of 
nonsensical stuff which goes over 
big. Gal’s burlesque fan dance and 
couple’s bull fight are both good for 
howls. 
Rochester is spotted near finish 
with Rice closing show with a bit of 
patter that slows tempo and means 
nothing. Incidentally, m.c. does sev- 
eral short bits with an _ unpro- 
grammed stooge that are “> 
wa. 


DENVER, DENVER 





Denver, July 13. 
Jack LaRue, Irene Vermillion & 
Her Trumpeteers, Floyd Christy & 
Co., the O’Sakis, Roy Rogers & Bill 
Guthrie; ‘Good Girls Go to Paris’ 
(Col). 





This show has nothing to apolo- 
gize for. It rates high in its 70-min- 
ute running time, with applause 
strong for every act. 

Jack LaRue’s turn, with his sister 
and a pianist, has a bang to it as he 
does a one-act playlet, ‘His Last 
Breakfast.’ It’s about a convict about 
to die. Up to that point it’s a com- 
edy act, with all three doing their 
share in gags and songs. 

Irene Vermillion and Her Trum- 
peteers, with another pianist, put 
meat in a dancing act. Not that the 
dancing by Miss Vermillion wouldn’t 
stand alone, but the trumpeteers add 
much by keeping things moving 
while she changes, as well as enter- 
taining in their own right. A quar- 
tet of girls, they play the trumpets 








as though they have been brought 


up on them. Miss Vermillion does 
several routines and finishes with 
the snappiest Hawaiian number to be 
seen here in a long time. Plays two 
drums as she starts the dance and 
then sheds grass skirt for finale. 

The O’Sakis do a fast Oriental 
novelty with perch and pole. Male 
is the understander, while femme 
does difficult feats atop. She juggles 
barrel with feet and man juggles two 
shallow vessels filled with water at 
ends of rope. 

Floyd Christy and company in- 
dulge in knockabout comedy, their 
best being the slow-motion rollover. 
Roy Rogers, with his paper tearing, 
drunk bit and other comedy, doubles 
as m.c., 

Bill Guthrie, localite, sings ‘Stair- 
way to the Stars’ and ‘Old Man 
River’ with a _ theatre-filling and 
pleasing baritone voice. 

Business good, 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 





Chicago, July 15. 
Billy Wells & Four Fays, Al Verdi 
& Dolores, Dorothy King, Buddy 
Fisher orch (12), with Dorothy Con- 
ver; ‘Within the Law’ (M-G). 





Buddy Fisher’s orch has the bulk 
of the running time on this show, 
taking 40 minutes of the hour’s bill 
with a musical pot pourri. Fisher 
was recently here in the Blue Foun- 
tain Room from the LaSalle hotel. 

He has an agreeable turn on the 
stage, with the band dishing up 
highly listenable music for the .gen- 
eral mob, including a number of 
novelty bits that are suitable for 
variety houses. 

Rhythm is simple for the most part 
and the songs are all pops that are 
recognized immediately by the audi- 
ence. For novelty stuff there is a 
hill-billy sequence, while novelty 
songs such as ‘Little Fishies’ and 
‘Beer Barrel Polka’ are utilized in 
such a manner by individual workers 
in the band to point up the comedy 
twists. 

Dorothy Conver is a tall warbler 
who sings popular songs for the pop- 
ular taste. She makes a pleasing ap- 
pearance and sells herself neatly. 

Fisher himself works hard as gen- 
eral factotum, winding up with a bit 
on the xylophone. For some reason 
he uses the line ‘union, but good’ to 
start the orchestra off on numbers. 
Evidently Fisher believes this is 
clever and funny, but it failed to 
impress this audience. 

Preceding the Fisher spell are two 
standard vaude acts. Opener is Billy 
Wells and the Four Fays, who click 
with their energetic hoofing and 
dancing bits. Wells still is waving 
his abdominal muscles as a _ trick 
stunt, and it still isn’t so much. Bet- 
ter are the regulation dance numbers 
in this turn. Al Verdi’s musical nov- 
elty and comedy act is next and goes 
over neatly here. 

In with the Fisher gang is Dorothy 
King, a neat little dancer with a 
Russian number as her specialty. 
Okay for vyaude or niteries any- 
where. 

Biz okay at last show Friday (14). 

Gold. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 12. 


Clarence and Claude Stroud, Sally 
Rand’s Frisco Expo girls with Flower 
& Paul, Herb Schriner, Ming & Toy, 
Al Lyons orch; ‘Back oor to 
WRICO). (Par) and ‘Tell No Tales’ 








Sally Rand’s ‘world’s fair glamour 
girls’ are given equal prominence 
with Clarence and Claude Stroud in 
current stage show, but hardly live 
up to the billing. : 

Line is made up of 12 dancing girls 
who offer several routines of ordi- 
nary stepping and one production 
number in which Flower and Paul, 
exotic dancers, are featured. Clos- 
ing routine of the femmes lacks 
speed necessary to wind up stage 
diversion. Otherwise they acquit 
themselves okay. 

Stroud Twins show much improve- 
ment in material and stage demeanor 
since last caught here, and aside 
from a few gags running perilously 
close to border line of offensiveness, 
keep their auditors in constant up- 
roar. Clarence is introduced by m.c. 
Al Lyons as a single and after a few 
gags, at the expense of the orch 
leader, introduces twin brother 
Claude, spotted in audience. Pair 
then go into their nonsense and wind 
up with some better-than-ordinary 
stepping. 

Ming and Toy, Chinese couple, have 
excellent repertoire of songs and 
gags, interspersed with some nifty 
piano-accordion playing by male 
member of duo. Girl has good so- 
prano voice and knows how to han- 
die her numbers. Routine runs 
mostly to swing stuff, which she puts 
over in big way. 

Herb Schriner plays the harmonica 
expertly, but his running gags are 
mostly out of line. His attempts at 
broad comedy fall flat, but his play- 
ing scores heavily. 

Flower and Paul do a sensuous 
routine with a finish not in keeping 
with customary Orpheum shows. 
Dance will have to be toned down 
before most of patrons will like it. 

Lyons orch plays novelty overture, 





STATE, N. Y. 


Rudy Vallee and orch, Lyda Sue 
Rubens & Rita, Bob Neller, Gif 
Lamb, Tommy Savoy, Gentlemen 
Songsters, Betty Phillips; ‘Only An. 
gels Have Wings’ (Col). 








Comparatively short, punchy show 
hefty with laughs is on tap here this 
week headlined by Rudy Vallee. In 
with Col’s ‘Only Angels Have Wings,’ 
Vallee and his supporting show 
should hold up the State’s b.o. aver. 
age. Stage portion runs 50 minutes, 
lengthy enough to make it thor. 
| oughly entertaining and short enough 

for compactness. Biz good when 
|caught last show opening night 
| (Thursday ). 
| Vallee’s support is evenly divided 
between comedy and terp turns, Bob 
Neller and Gil Lamb covering the 
former, and Lyda Sue and Rubens 
and Rita the latter. Tonsil stuff is, 
of course, handled by Vallee, aided in 
spots by an unbilled male quartet 
and girl singer (Gentlemen Song- 
sters and Betty Phillips). 

Traveliers part on Vallee’s vocal- 
ing of ‘You Took Me Out of This 
World,’ followed by ‘Ain’tcha Comin’ 
Out,’ latter helped along by the 
quartet. Later the singer-maestro 
changes to tails to put over his 
‘Plaza-3-4783,’ melodic satire on es- 
|cort service bureaus. It’s from last 
winter’s legit musical ‘Sing Qut the 
News’. Still later he comes up with 
‘I Poured My Heart Into a Song’ and 





| ‘Back to Back’ from the film ‘Second 


Fiddle’ (20th) wherein Vallee is a 
feature. However he doesn’t so an- 
nounce himself. Miss Phillips works 
with Vallee in the last named and 
it’s her only try. 

Lyda Sue gets away the dance 
turns in slick fashion. Her high 
kick-acro stuff, studded by half and 
full flips and difficult twists, is easy 
to take. She makes even the most 
trying tricks look simple. Nicely cos- 
tumed, too. 

Rubens and Rita (New Acts) 
follow Vallee’s fairly lengthy escort 
number and click. Turn is hard to 
figure, seemingly being some sort of 
interpretative routine, but it’s well 
done along Apache lines. 

Bob Neller’s intro labels him as 
‘one of the best’ ventriloquists. His 
long stay garners solid laughs one 
after the other and often it’s at 
Valiee’s expense. At one _ point 
Neller’s dummy, ‘Reginald J. Trick- 
puss,’ comes up with a ‘One-punch 
Vallee scores again’ line. Midway, 
Vallee exits from the wings with a 
second dummy and while it’s never 
made clear who's supplying the 
‘voice’ for the added starter, Neller 
proves his ability with tne swift 
changes in tone, etc. His act goes 
over solidly. ; 

Closer is Gil Lamb and his aide 
Tommy Savoy. Lamb’s on till the 
finale with his zany antics and har- 
monica contributions by Savoy. Lat- 
ter mouths ‘Nola’ in sock style. 
Lamb's eccentric tap routines and 
succeeding fol-de-rol is duck soup 
for audiences, and the bit wherein 
he’s supposed to have swallowed a 


midget mouth organ gets strong 
laughs. ; 
Vallee picks up a sax and clarinet 


occasionally to show he hasn’t fore 
gotten how te toot, Sax number, 
‘Sax-o-Fun,’ is okay. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Al Cooper orch with Evelyn 
White; Sister Tharpe, Renee & 
Estelle, Four Alphabets, Billy & 
Charley, John Mason, Sandy Burns, 
George Wiltshire, House Line (16); 
‘Big Town Czar’ (U). 








Apollo this week hikes itself out 
of its standard groove and provides 
Harlem with a batch of entertain- 
ment that’s considerably better than 
average at this house. Show runs 
the Apollo’s usual 90 minutes, di- 
vided into two portions—first a re 
vue, then a band—but it doesn't 
seem to be so overboard on time as 
ordinarily. as 

Principal pick-me-up is in the pro- 
duction. Instead of tossing together 
a flock of dismembered line and 
comedy numbers, Apollo has added 
a couple good specialists and woven 
the production ideas around them. 
This peg not only ties things to- 
gether, but gives room for colorful 
costuming of the line and provides 
a good jumping-off place for the 
comedy, which is improved. 

Opener is based on the appearance 
of Sister Tharpe. Scene is a holy- 
roller meeting, with gals dressed in 
bright-colored old-fashioned dresses 
on folding chairs around the back of 
the stage. Around a mike in rear 
center are the Four Alphabets, quar- 
tet of male warblers, also dressed in 
reds and greens. They provide in- 
termittent harmony, while John 
Mason, Sandy Burns and George 
Wiltshire, house comics, do the 
preacher stuff from a rickety rostrum 
and with a telephone book for a 
bible. Burlesque of holy-roller an- 
tics gives line opportunity for work. 

Sister Tharpe comes in for the 
finale of the scene. Strums a guitar 
and sings to the harmony backing of 
the Alphabets. Follows with a sin- 
gle in front of the travelers during 
scene-shifting. Having won what- 
ever billing value she possesses aS 4 
swinger of spirituals, Miss Tharpe 





with leader scoring with ‘Bell in the 
Lighthouse.’ Edtwa. 


errs in departing from that idea. 
Continued on page 46) 
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Wednesday, July 19, 1939 


VARIETY 


39 








— 





Variety Bilis 





NEXT WEEK (July 21) 
THIS WEEK (July 14) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 











Loew 











NEW YORK CITY 


State (20) 
Yocopis 
Debonairs 
Gertrude Niesen 


Henny Youngman 
Rita Rio Ore 


WASHINGTON 

Capitol (21) 
Les Chesterfields 
Florence & Robins’n 
Manning & Mitzi 
Marjorie Gainsw'th 
Johnny Burke 





3 Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (19) 
Woody Herman Orc 

Bob Hope 
Jerry Colonna 
$ Rhvthmistic Kgs 
BUFFALO 
New York (21) 
Ozzie Nelson Orc 





Lorraine & Rognan 
Ghezzis 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (21) 
Fortunello & C 
Tiebor Co 
Steve Evans 
WINONA 
Winona (21-22) 











Harriet Hilliard Major Bowes Co 
NEW YORK CITY Ear! Lippy 

Music Hall (20) Corps de Ballet 
Jan Peerce Rockettes 


G & J Dormonde 
Norma Gillo 


Erno Rapee Symph 








Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (21) 


Eddie Duchin Ore 
Lynn, Royce & V 
Bob Dupont 

(14) 
Clyde McCoy Ore 
Tip-Tap & Toe 
George Martin 
PHILADELPHIA 

Fox (21) 

Buster Shaver Co 
3 Stooges 
Gloria Blake. 
Glenn Pope 

(14) 
Lewis & Van 
Bert Lahr 





Hildegarde 
J & M Mulecay 
Dei Rios 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (21) 
Motter & Davis 
Wynn, Broch & A 
Whitey & Ford 
Texas Jim Lewis 
Gae Foster Gls 
(14) 
Ted Meza 
George Byron 
Gloria Blake 
Al Clark 
Dick Salter 
Brunet & Joly 
Sonia & Margo 
jae Foster Gis 








World’ 


s Fair 





NEW YORK 
Aquacade 
Eleanor Holm 
Johnny Weissmuller 
Morton Downey 
Gertrude Ederle 
Frances Williams 
Marshall Wayne 
Stubby Krueger 
F Waring Glee Club 
Corky Kellum 
Willie, West & M 
Pete Desjardins 
Crystal Palace 
osita Royce 
Wilma Josie 
Arthur Elmer 
England 
Ving Merlin Ore 
Dagenham Pipers 
Albertina Rasch Co 
Kings Horses 
Russell Bradshaw 
Louis Topps Co 
Harry Fetterer 


Old New York 


Marion Eddy 
Ann Pennington 
Amy Revere 
Marion Weeks 
Tommy Privett 
Harry Spear 
Fred Ardat 
Jack Conway 
Ralph Delno 
Jack Howard 
Sam Kramer 
Jack Goldie 
Harry Pollard 
Hans Schweng 
Chester Hale Gls 
6 Tiny Rosebuds 
Congress of Beauty 
Faith Bacon 
Della Carroll 
Yvette Dare 
Barbara May 
Jerry Kruger 
Bert Shaw 





Dave Schooler Ore 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (19) 

Jimmy Hadreas 

Whitey & Ed Ford 

Betty Ray 

Stan Cavanaugh 

Paul Ash Orc 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (23) 

Vie Hyde 

Pansy 

6 Grays 

John Roles 

Andrews Sis 


Million Dollar Pier 


(23) 
Campbell Co 
Lavere & Ware 
Emmett Oldfield 
Sylvia & Christian 


MILWAUKEE 
Riverside (14) 
Bill Carlsen Ore 
Gil Rutzer 
Paul Skinner 
Zilch Bro 
Texas Tommy 
Natalie & Howard 
B & J Severin 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (25-27) 
Paul Bauer Co 
(2 to fill) 
7 DeCardos 
(21-24) 
Doris & Primrose 


PITMAN 
Broadway (22 only) 
Ward & King 
Larry Collins 








BALTIMORE Lord & Feed 
ornate (23-26) Stone & Lee Rev 
Sone anne WILLOW GROVE 
(Oo Lee Rev Willow Grove 

ne to fill) (23 only) 
Rio (20-22 Ward & King 
D & Rita Rio Rita 

° Zelaya (2 to fill) 

eCardos 7 DeCardos 





Week of July 17 


Trocadero Rest 
Harry Welchman 
Oliver Wakefield 
Cantu 
C & F Simpson 

Dominion 
Michael Moore 
Herschel Henlere 

iN Carr Co 

BEDFORD 

Granada 
Bryan Michie Co 
CAMDEN TOWN 

Gaumont 


7 Elliotts 

Reeding & Grant 

B BC Singer 
CLAPHAM 
Granada 

Frank O'Brian 

Jackie 

Rex Roper & M 


EAST HAM 
Granada 
Peter Fannan 
Leon & Kiki 
| Bobby Howell Orc 


'. 


5 Phantoms 





Morton & Dennison 
Broadway Brevities 


Premier 
Lucille Benstead 
Alec Halls & P 
Exquisite 3 
GREENWICH 
Granada 
Peter Fannan 
5 Phantoms 
Leon & Kiki 
Bobby Howell Ore 
HAMMERSMITH 
Gaumont 
Macari Ore 
HOLLOWAY 
Gaumont 
4 Spallas 
Thelmina 
Verek & Moir 
ISLINGTON 
Bine Hall 
Anne Yeaman Co 


5 Acromites 
LEWISHAM 
Gaumont 
Rava S & Doiinoff 

Renara 
Cycling Astons 


SHEPH’DS BUSH 
Pavilion 
Macari Ore 
STKATFORD 
Broadway 
Lucille Benstead 
Alec Halls & P 
Exquisite 3 
TOOTING 
Granada 
Frank O'Brien 


Jackie 
Rex Roper & M 








Provincial 





ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 
Montana 

Les Karsovas 
Conrad’s Pigeons 
Gintaro 

Kimberly & Page 
EDINBURGH 

Royai 

Jack Radcliffe 
Neller & Clare 


Sis 


Norman & Curnot 
4 Smith Bro 
| Henderson 2 & R 


Kellaway & Alvis 
Hugh McKenna 
12 Loretta Gis 
GLASGOW 
Pavilion 
Tommy Morgan 
Tommy Yorke 

5 Sherry Bro 


Week of July 17 


Lucy Loupe 

Lilian Gay 

Ina Harris 

Joe Nicoll 

Jack Beattie 

12 Morganettes 

Herbert Cave 
LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare 

Jimmy O'Dea 

Harry O'Donovan 

Lalla Dodd 

Jim Johnson 

Jimmy Wildman 

Michael Ryan 

O'Connor & Creegan 

Jack Maguire 

Vernon Hayden 

Tom Dunn 

May Tipple 

Josie Day 

















OPENING 


Rio de 


Via: 


| Copacabana 


3 WIERE BROS. 


MARK J, LEDDY 


JULY 29TH 


Janeiro 

















Cabaret Bills 








Carter & Bowie 
Mitzi O'Neill 


Bill Bertolotti’s 


Angelo's Rh'mba Bd 
Lynn & Marion 
Madalyn White 


Bill’s Gay 90's 
Florence Wyman 
Stuart Young 
Billy Lorraine 
Bernard Grauer 
Charles Strickland 
Spike Harrison 
Harry Donnelly 
Harold Willard 
Tex O'Neil 
Ruby Norton 


Club 13 


Jack White 
Pat Harrington 
Jane Reynolds 
Ruth Clayton 
Wilma Novak 
Gaye Dixon 
Frankie Hyers 
Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boys 
G Andrews Ore 
Club Gaucho 


Consuelo Solorzane 
Maria Del Rosario 
Maria Del Carmen 
Los Trobadores 
Opelita & Garcia 


Coq Rouge 
Tisdale Trio 
G Sterney Ore 


Cotton Club 


Cab Calloway Ore 
Bill Robinson 
Sister Tharpe 
Tanya 
Katherine Perry 
Beachcombers 
Chocolateers 
Ruby Hill 
Son & Sonny 
Myra Johnson 
Vodery Choir 
Cuban Casino 
Aug Sanabrio Ore 
Quart Marecano Ore 
Dolores & Rod’guez 
Don Casanova 
Consuelo Moreno 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Noble Sissie Ore 
Don MeGrane Ore 
Fritzi Scheff 
Buddy Doyle 
Margot Brander 
Frank Libuse 
Tom Patricola 
Joe Howard 
Clyde Hager 
Mangean Tr 
Lucille Johnson 
Emma Francis 
Lulu Bates 
Willie Solar 
Harry Armstrong 
Elizabeth Murray 
El Chico 


Teresita Osta 

Herminio Gimenez 
Maria Lutsa Lopez 
Julian Huarte Ore 


Famous Door 


Count Basie Ore 
Jimmy Rushing 
Helen Humes 





NEW YORK CITY 


Glen Island Casino 


Glen Miller Ore 
Tex Peneie 
Marion Hutton 
Ray Eberle 


Havana-Madrid 


Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Juanito Sanabria O 
Raiph Torres 

El Caney 6 

Rosita Ortega 


Hickory House 


Wingy Manone 
Hazel Scott 


Hotel Ambassador 


Ramon Ramos Ore 
William Adler 
James Lozipo 
Milton Saunders 


Hotel Astor Roof 


Ben Bernie Orc 
Gracie Barrie 
Ames & Arno 
Baron & Blair 

Bud Hughes Co 
Col M Prager 
Bailey Sis 

Donald Saxon 
H'tel Belmont-Plaza 


Ernie Holst Ore 

4 Squires 
Stardusters 

Floria Vestoft 

Rose Perfect 
Belmont Bailadee-= 


Hotel Biltmore 


Horace Heidt Ore 
Frankie Carle 
Bob Knight 
Lysheth Hughes 
Larry Cotton 

Bob McCoy 

Fred Lowery 
Henry Russell 
Red Ferrington 

4 Heidt-Lights 


Hotel Edison 
Little Jack Little O 


Hotel Essex House 
(Casino on the P’k) 
Frankie Masters Or 
Marian Frances 
Jay Matthews 
Buss Dillon 


Hotel Half Moon 


(Coney Isfand) 
Harry Rogers Orc 
Terrace Trio 
Margie Mae 
Freddie Leech 
Jack Palazzo 


Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinnev Ore 
Meymo Holt 

Hotel Lincoln 
Jan Savitt Ore 


Hotel McAlpin 


J Messner Orc 
Jeanne D'Arcy 
Hote! New Yorker 
(lee Terrace) 
Shep Fields Orc 
Douglas Duffy 
May Jude's 
Du Reine Furley 
Ronny Roberts 
(Manhattan Room) 
Peter Kent Orc 
Ross MacLean 
Jane Claire 








| 4 Feminine 


Hotel Park Centra! 
(Cecoanut Grove) 


| Larry Clinton Ore 


Enrica & Novello 


| slary Dugan 
| Hotei Penasyivanla 


Tommy Dorsey Orc 
Jack Leonard 
Edythe Wright 
Skeets Herfurt 

3 Esquires 


|E & J Leach 
| Art Barker 3 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Wayne King Ore 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Emile Petti Ore 
Hotel St. George 
Dave Martin Ore 
Dee William 

Hotel St. Morits 
Jack Sherr Ore 
Angela Velez 
Omar Kayan 

(Sky Gardens) 
Basil Fomeen Orc 
Collette & Barry 
Yvonne Bouvier 
3 Idiers 
Peggy Adams 

Hotel St. Regis 

(Viennese Roof) 
Freddy Steele 
Joe Rines Orc 
Jules Lande Ore 
Lucille La Marr 
Marie De Forest 
Barbara McLean 
Perniece Stewart 
Eddie Singer 
Mary Parker 
Billy Daniels 
Nora Gale 
Harold Richards 
Joe Rines Orc 

Hotel Taft 


Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Smith Howard 
Light Brigade 
Motel Waidorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Guy Lombardo Orc 
Beauvel & Tova 
(Sert Room) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Georges & Jalna 
George Shelley 
Hotel Warwick 


3 Marshalls 
Paul Sparr Ore 


International Casino 


Herman Hyde 
Thelma Lee 
Honey Fam 
Milton Berle 
Lillian Carmen 
Allen Roth Ore 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
Paul Ren:os Co 
Jansleys 

Notes 
K Parsons-A Sweet 


Jimmy Kelly’s 


Joe Capello Ore 
Inga Borg 


| Gladys Faye 


Princess Aloma 
Mary Lane 

Tanya 

Lee Leslie 

Carter & Schaub 
Terry Shannon 
Peggy de la Plante 
Montmartré Boys 
Danny Higgins 

Sid Hawkins 
Vaugh Confort 
Gonz’les & Christine 
John Rockwood 
Gene Walters 


Kit Kat Club 


Ray Durant Ore 
Dorothy Sauiters 
Lorenzo Roberson 
Teddy Hale 
Veima Middleton 
Dotty Rhodes 
Connie Harris 
Hotcha Drew 
Etsy Cooper 
Conway & Parks 
Pearl Bains 

La Conga 
Felipe De Flores 
MacLovia Ruiz 
Carlos & Carita 
Trio Mixteco 
Diosa Costello 
Desi Arnaz Ore 


Larue 


Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 


Le Coq Reuge 
Geo Sterney Orc 
Tisdale 3 
Larry Murphy 

Leon & Eddie’s 
Lou Martin Ore 
Gloria Cook 
Bob Conrad 
Col Jay C Flippen 
Mariorie Gainsw’th 

Miami Room 


Jerry Livingston © 
Ted Rodriguez Orc 
Owens & Parker 

Ramon & Annette 


Biltmore Bow] 


Hacker & Sidell 
Woody Wilson 
Jeanne Darrell 
The Fredricos 
James Evans 
Pinky Tomlin Ore 


Cafe Caliente 


Chuy & Mario 
Diana Castillo 
Julio Cervantes 
Luz Vasquez 
Pancho 

Eddie Aguilar Ore 


Cafe La Maze 


Martha Tilton 
Bobby Sherwood O 


Club Bali 


George Yount 
Bruz Fietcher 
Cocoanut Grove 
Paul Draper 
Alec Templeton 
Clyde Lucas Ore 


Earl Carroll 


Ken Stevens 

3 Lovely Sis 

3 Nonchalants 
Ed Angulardo 
Nirska 

Three Swifts 
Johnny Woods 
Four Hot Shots 
Lela Moore 
Susan Miller 
Beryl Wallace 
Reginald Craig 
Igor & Tanya 
Archie Bleyer Ore 


Florentine Garden 


Ore 





Bill Roberts Orc 


Mary Cohan 
Jimmy Rogers 
Onyx Club 
John Kirby Ore 
Maxine Sullivan 
Paradise 


Stuart Allen 
Jack Waldron 
Janis Andre 
Gil & B Mason 
Vera Ellen 
Buddy & B Brune)! 
Bob Parker 
Vicki Allen 
Barry McKinley 
Valya Valentinoff 
Rex Weber 
Les Ghezzis Co 
Place Elegante 
Ted Quinn Ore 
Bill Farrel}! 
Ken Kaufman 
Tommy Mills 
Irve Harris 
Rex Gavitte 


Plantation Club 


Skeets Tolbert 
Barrington Guy 
Sally Gooding 


Ross Collins 
Joyce Beasley 
Rene & Estela 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Al & Freddie 
Harris & Scott 
Rubberneck Holmes 
Christina Stevens 
Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Ore 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Rita Bell 
Jean Walters 
Corlies & Palmer 
Roberta Welch 
Radio Frank’s Club 
Dorothy Whitney 
Fred Whitney 
Fred Bishop 
Ethel Gilbert 
Gus Wicke 
Joe Gallagher 
Rainbow Grill 


Barry Winton Ore 
Marilynn & Micnae) 


Rainbow Room 
Al Donahue Ore 
Aarons & Glancz 
Orion Chantry 
Paula Kelly 
Nita Carol 
Eddie Le Baron Orc 

Riviera 

(Ft. Lee, N. J.) 
Ted Fio Rito Ore 
Howard Laliy Ore 
Joe E Lewis 
Raye & Naldi 
Frazee Sisters 
6 Jitterbugs 
Miss Trixie 
Chester Hale Co 
Ross Fenton Farm 
(Asbury Pk, N.J.) 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Ramon & Renita 
Terry Lawlor 
Eleanor French 


Nadia Mirova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Simeon Karavaeff 
Michel Michon 


Show Bar 
(Forest Hills) 


Bobby Day Orc 
Margolita 
Martha Wrenshall 
Skippy Burns 
Slim Tanner 
Stork Club 


Sonny Kendis Ore 
Monchito Ore 

The Troe 
Bobby Hacket Orc 
Adrian Rollini 3 
Boogie-Woogies 
Pete Johnson 
Meade Lux Lewis 
Albert Ammons 


Versailles 


Nicholas G’Amico O 
Irene Beasley 
Panchito Orc 


Village Barn 


Howard Woods Orc 
Gwen Williams 
Freda Sullivan 
Polly Jenkins Co 
Noll & Nolan 

Lou Valero 

Walter Donahue 
Billy Burns Co 


Whirling Top 


Geo Morris Ore 
Irene Stanley 
G & © Herbert 
Russell Dracken 
Margaret Scott 
Sally Payne 
Yacht Club 
Al Shayne 
Playboys 
Yvonne 
Omar 
Phyllis Colt 
Gilrone & Starr 
Tom Christian Ore 





LOS ANGELES 


Grace Hayes Lodge 
Grace Hayes 

Lind Hayes 

Joe Frisco 

Charlie Foy 

Nick Cochran Ore 


Hawalian Paradise 


Mabel Kenloha 
Sol Hoopii Orc 


Indigo Cafe 
Sid Brown 
Jimmy Ellard 
Jack Frost 
Val Harris 
La Conga 
Jerry Gallian 
Spike Featherstone 
Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Paul Kendall 
Grace Palmer 
Little Hungary 
Valesco Co 
Mareel’s 
Vi Bradley 
Darry! Harver Orc 
Mareus Daly 
The Top Hatters 


Neville Fleeson’s 
Mandelay 
Neville Fleeson 
Joe Ortiz 


Palomar 
Lionel Kaye 
Paul Gordon 
The Keen Twins 
Carl & Marjorie 
Artie Shaw Orc 





Mon Paris | 
Charlie Murray Ore | 


Richard Himber Or | 


} 
Ore 


Russian Kretchma 


Paris inn 
Dominic 
| Gertrude Fisher 
Helen Golden 
Avov & F Dennis 
Marg’rite & M'rtinez 
Ken Henryson 
| Erie Massey 
Henry Monet 
Heleu Mirtler 
Chuck Henry Ore 
Phil Setznick’s ‘It’ 
Mauri Vaughn 
Kay Lee 
Bill Lankin 
Wally Burke 

Seven Seas 
Danny Kaanna 
Hawk Shaw 
Mel Peterson 
Lillian Gibson 
Al MelIntyre 
E Bush Quartette 
| Slapsy Maxie’s 
| Maxie Rosenbloom 





Joe Plotski 
|} Andy Sorrelli 
| Richards 


| Cully 





Al Norman 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Koom) 

H McCreery Ore 

Retty Bryant 

Don & Audrey LeM 


(The Battery) 
Cleo Brown 
LeMaire Rhumba O 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Virginia Gibson 
Gloria Lee 
Hadley Gls 
} Bill Baird 
|} Pautne Swann 
Betty Grey 
Herby Walsh 
Red Fields 
Patricia Long 





| 
| Phil Levant Ore 
| Blackhawk 
| Johnny Davis Ore 
Bill Anson 
Don Pedro Ore 
| Billy Owen 


Berni & Jovanna 
Eddie Barron 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Malinese Km) 
Jean Loach 
Pedro D’Leon Ore 
Bon Air 
Benny Fields 
Mario & Floria 
Georgie Tapps 
Dean Murphy 


Moore & Lewis 
Rita Carrol 
Tommy Reilly Ore 


Somerset House 
Jack Owens 
Gordon Smith 
Kay Gregory 
Harry Ringland 
Don & Beverly 
Tommy Blake Ore 


Swannee Inn 
Cliff Richie Jr. 
Juanelda Carter 
Eddie Beal 

Topsy's 
Ruth Denning 
Dale Waltz 
Wally Milam 
Mac Pepper 
Karee & Le Baron 
G Redman Orc 

Trocadero 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Tito Swingtette 
Ed South Ore 

Victor Hugo 
Phil Ohman Ore 


CHICAGO 


Parnell Grina 
The Nighthawks 
Marine 4 

Harriet Smith Gis 
Herb Foote 


885 Club 
Keith Beecher Ore 
Paul Rosini 
Belva White 

Famous Door 
Esther Whittington 
Bryan Wolf 
Terry O'Toole 
Al Robinson Ore 

Franke'’s Casino 
Marion Ford 
Easter & Hazelton 
Billle Rogers 
Buddy Kirbie 
Rocke Ellsworth 
Bob Tinsley Ore 

Gay 90's 
Dick Buckley 
Peppy Otis 
Ginger Woods 
Sandy Creighton 
Petite Carroli 
Lew King 
Bob Danders Jr Or 

Graemere Hotel 
(Glase House Km) 
Toasty Pall Ore 
Carl ‘Bock 
Nonnie Morrison 
Woody La Rush 





Lorraine Voss 














22 W. 48th St., 


| TYLER MASON 
NOW 
ASSOCIATED WITH 


EDDIE SMITH OFFICE 


Acts Known to Me 
Communicate 


New York City 














Enric Madriguera O 
Rose Girls 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Koom) 


Florence Schubert 
Charles Baldwin 
Grace Katrol 
Norma Ballard 


Broadmont 


Lydia Harris 
George Moore 
Mickey Dunn 
Margie Lacey 
Dolly Peppin 
Renee Martin 
Winifred Charles 
Jack Torrence Ore 


Chea Buckley 


Bernie Green 
Deone Page 
Millicent DeWitt 
Sam Bari 

Ralph Lindgren Or 
Clab Al 
Sylvia Tucker 
Sam Sweet 
Gladys Beauville 
Ruth Dean 
Hinder Ore 


Club Alabam 


Ann Suter 

Sadie Moore 

Bee Haven 
Paullette La Plerre 
Dave Unell Orc, 
Dorothy Dale 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Club Minaet 


Sherry Wynne 
Yvonne Nova 
Dolly Mars 
Phyllis Nolles 
Del Estes 
Cocoanut Grove 
Dave Malcolm 
Marion Ford 
Galante & Leonardo 
Harvey & Hoxton 
Betty Jerome 
Lee Francis Ore 
Colosimos 
Willie Shore 
Roberta Jonay 
Roth & Berdun 
Dawn Sis 
Helen Wehrie 
Frank Quatreil Ore 
Pronaph Gis 
Club Delisa 
Mary Dixon 
Tarza 
Billie & Billy 
Zella Smith 
Wesley Long 
Patsy Styles 
Billy Eckstein 
Rhythm Willie 
Charies Isom 
Partelle Gis 
Red Saunders Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Johnny Banga Ore 
(Peacock Rm) 
Joe Vera 
(Pompelian tm) 
Irving Margraff 
Dutch's 
Ralph Cook 
Dolly Doline 
Collette 
Martell & Dawn 
Dot King 
Knowlan Ore 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 
Lawrence Welk 
Flagg & Arnold 
Mildred Stanley 
Walter Bloom 


Or 








Hickory Ina 
Kay Dare 
Joan & Eddie 
Tom Garvey 
Gondoliers Ors 


Hi Hat 
Dolly Kay 
Callahan Sis 
Dolly Wahl 
Guy Cherney 
Tony Marks 
Sid Lang Ore 


Ivanhoe 


Dolores Donar 
Eddie Rice 
Helen Sumer 
Kay Becker 
Vera Garrett 
Don Chiesta Ore 


L’Aigion 
Mary W Kilpatrick 
Eusebio Concialdi 
Spyros Stamos 
Don Quixote Ore 
Ennio Bolognini Or 

Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Room) 
Milt Herth Ore 
Dorothy Convers 

Liberty Ina 
Pinky Tracy 
Marge Dale 
Joan Dixon 
Renee Hartman 
Evelyn Waters 
Jimmie O'NeH 
Dorice Waters 
Billy Hill 
Earl Wiley Ore 


Limehouse 


Bob Tank Ore 
McLaughlin's 
Deone Page 
Ruth McAllister 
Sunny Gillian 
Russell Carrell 
Bob Marchand 


Morrison Hotel 
Coston Oyster 


ouse 
Manfred Gotthelt 
Stan Ritoff Ore 
June St Claire 
Nameless 
Tilini Trio 
Myrtle Jordan 
Evelyn Peterson 
Eddie Leon 
Lauretta De Boer 
Nappo Gardens 
Angelica 
June St Clair 
Bobettes 
Henry Castalano 
Lois Hallan 
Marlene Dell 
Rita Rosek 
Genevieve Jacyna 
Old Heidelberg 
O14 Heldelberg Co 
Octet 
Robert Kesseler 
Franz & Fritz 
Swiss Hill Billies 
Raou!) Kantrow 
Herbie Ore 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Joe Reichman Orc 
TI Opi 
Gordon 4 
Bob Ripa 
Oxford 3 
Staples & Cerney 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley “re 
Sherman Hote) 


(Celtic Cafe) 





Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 


(Dome) 


James Hamilton 
Empire Boys 

lion Niles 

Jack & Jill Warner 
Jerry Glidden 


(Panther Room) 


Bunny Berigan Orc 
Wendy Bishop 
Muggsy Spanier Or 
8 Jitterbugs 
Carl Marz 
Rose Bowl 

Bernard & Henrie 
Eddie Colles 
Martin & Margo 
Dorothy Johnson 
Lea Spencer 
Tom Ferris Ore 

Sithouette Club 
Princess Red Rock 
Joan Baylor 
Jane Conway 
Joey Conrad's Orc. 

Sliver Cloud 
Eleanor Daniels 
Edith Principia 
Ray Steibers Orc 
Olga Antonik 
Vivian Stewart 
Dean & Evelyn 
Frances Kay 

Silver Frolics 


Harry Harris 
June Hamilton 
Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 

606 Club 
Billy Carr é 
Margret Faber Gls 
Dagmar 
Madelon MacKenzie 
Dolly Reckless 
Jean Williams 
Connie Fasesaw 
Dolores Green 
Joan Woods 
Taylor & Allen 
Flo Ash 
Jane Dare 
Don & Retty Lynne 
Jessie Rosella 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Skylon 
Jack Russell Ore, 


Subway 
Ginger Dix 
Gladys George 


Anchorage 
Nitza & Ravel 
Hazel Hayes 
Mildred King 
John Leary 
Roger Kent Ore 


Bellevue-Stratford 

(Main Dining R'm) 

Meyer UVavise Ore 
Cadillac Tavern 

Eddie Thomas 

Buck & Bubbles 

j Henrique & Adr'nne 

Billy Hayes Orc 
Cafe Moroney 

Judith Johnson 

Eddie Peoples 

Joe Campo 

Lolito 

May McLaughlin 

Hal Pfaff Orc 

Tessie Nelson 

Isabeile Daniels 


Cedarwood Cabin 
(Malaga, N. J.) 
Danny Rooney 
Jerry Tapps 
Walt Temple Orc 
Club Morocco 
Willard Johnson 
Mary Ellen 
Pepper Garrat 
Valdao & Yuelle 
Mike Jaffree 
Charlie Gains Ore 


Dutkin’s Rathskeller 
Frank Ponti 
Gray & Arden 
Bill Robinson, 
Princess Yvette 
Marie La Tell 
Irving Brasiow Ore 
Embassy 
Ponchita Villa 
Celia Villa 
Betty Brodell 
Virginia Renault 
Jimmy Parrish 
Pedre Blance ‘ire 
George Clifford 


1523 Club 


Swing King Ore 
Beth Challis 
Ethelind Terry 
Mildred Giison 
Virginia Lindsley 
Marion Lindsley 
Beverly Fisher 
Dolores Merrill 
Lorene Rhoda 
Gay 00s 
Charlie Ray 
Carol Yates 
Juanita Johnson 
Pearl Bailey 
Billy Brown 
Chic Williams Ore 


Harris Tavern 


Alabama Corinne 
Bobby Lyons 
Greta LaMarr 
Betty Thomas 
Hildebrand’s 
Harry Holly 
Billy Brill 
Phyliss La Rue 
Dotti & N Paige 
Ida Vernon 
Bobby Lee Ore 


Hotel Adelphia 
(Hawalian Roof) 
Frank Fisher 
vau: Valencia 
Suni Lauvi 
Siafiafi 
Momi-Kal 
Princess Kuulel 
Lei Nant 
Fddie Valencia Ore 
Leina Ala 
Aloha Kaimi 


Jack Lynch's 
(H Walton Roof) 
Vineent Riszo Ore 
Barney Zeeman 
Cass Franklin 
Glamour Gls (12) 
Helene Heath 
Noll & Nolan 
Mirth & Mack 
Janice Williams 
Jimmy Blake 
Joe Frasetto Ore 


Jr 


Athletic Club 
Hai Munro Ore 
Chet & Marcia 

Bert Phillip’s 
Imp Pep Babler O 
Ethel Seide! — 

(Continued 





——= 


Gypsy Zena 
Mary Leu 
Frances Thomas 
Billy Kent 
Henry Sax Ore 
Thompson's 16 Club 
Ray Reynolds 
Kay Norre 
Gail Lawrence 
Dorie Davis 
Dolores Page 
Peggy Lynne 
Jeanne Barre 
Bea Jones 
Marsh McCurdy 
Sammy Frisce Ore 
Three Deuces 
Baby Dodds 
Charlies McBride 
Giadys Palmer 
Lonnie Johnson 


Tower ina 


Sam Haas 

Inez Gonan 
Mary Grant 
June Glory 

Lee Gis 

Naomi 

Wayne Bros 

3 Hawaiians 
Frank Davie Ore 


Town Club 


May de Fill 
Margie Dale 
Frankie Donia 
Eloise Land 
Kathleen Kay 
Byron & Willis 
Bob White 
Joe Nitti Ore 
Villa Moderne 
Carlos Molinas Dre 
‘Tony Cabot Ore 
Lucia Garcia 
Villa Venice 
Isham Jones Ore 
Vanessa Amon 
Chandra Kaly 
tich’ds & Adrienne 
Charlotte Claire 
Orlando Ricalde 
De Quincey & G 
Winona Gardeng 
Jimmy Ames 
Pat Allen 
Virginia Gilbert 
Lucille Johnson 
Frances West 
Nita La Tour 
Hazel Gregg 
Frank Snyder Ore 





PHILADELPHIA 


Lexington Casine 
Murry Wood 
Clifford & Jacksop 
Dot Bettinger 
Elaine & Elaine 
Crawford & Jam'om 
Artie Nelson 
Bobby White 
Doc Dougherty Ore 
Cashie Costello 
Lexington 4 

lide Venice 
Jack Griffin 
Sandra Lydel 
Peggy Martin 
La Rue Sis 
Lillian Stewart 
Jamboree Orc 


Little Rathskeller 


Roy Sedley 

4 Ink Spots 
Dorothy Henry 
Condos Bros 
Corday & Trillon 
Jerry Witherie 
Victor Hugo Ore 


Leonard Cook 
Deunne Rochelle 
Eleanoro Landy 
Leslie Sis 

Paul & Phyliss 
Norton Bros 

3 Dervisnes 
Billy Gates Ore 


Peacock Gardens 
Syivan Herman QO 
Ann Reed 

Purple Derby 
Jimmy Evans 
Bill Burns 
Frankie Dumont 
Betty Brooks 
Don Anton Ore 
M & Ki Mealey 
Anna White 
Jean Lamar 


Rainbow Terrace 

(Strafford, Pa.) 
Leo Zollo Ore 
Mildred Rogers 
Ralph Eastwood 


Stamp'’s Cafe 
Bert Lemish Ore 
Jack Hutchinson 
Johnny Welsh bi 
Hy Sands 

Willis 


Lloyd & 
La Fons 
Ann Whitney 
Sliver Lake Ina 
(Clementon) 
Mickey Familant @ 
Alice Lucey 
Doryce & F Drew 
Jane Patterson 
Katharine King 
Musie Hall Gis 
Lillian Russo 
Barbara Joan 
Marie Holz 
George Reed 


1300 Cafe 
Camille Roberis 
Margie Frame 
Nan Roberts 


Venice Grille 
Joe Reilly 
Ada Reynolds 
George Marchetti O 

Viking Cafe 
Murray Parker 
Marty Burke Ore 
Bonnie Stewart 
Marcella Marschon 
Peggy Martin 


Wagon Wheel 
Al Wilson 
Henry Kramer 
Joe O'Shea 
Al Bastian Ore 


Weber's Hof Brau 
(Camden) 


Ilee Hart 
Rudy Bruder 
Jules Fiacco Ore 
Music Hall Boys 
Sally Joy 
Novelle Bros 
Vespers 
Eldoradians 
Yacht Clab 
Jimmy Balley 
Kit'y Helmling Ore 





MILWAUKEE 5 


Blatz Palm Garden 
Don Pedro Ore 


Cardinal Tiab 
Jay Burt Ore 

Chateau Club 
Stan Jacobsen Vre 
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Equity Now Likely to Scale Down 


Minimum Salaries at World’s Fair 





,* 
_ 


Current Roadshows 


(Week of July 17) | 


Revision of working conditions, 
which would lower the minimum 
salaries at the New York World’s 
Fair for those attractions over which! «7 Jaies and Gentlemen’ (Helen 
Equity assumed jurisdiction, was in-| Hayes, Herbert Marshall)—Curran, | 
dicated by the action of the asso-| San Francisco. 
ciation’s council. ‘Latter has finally! “My Dear Children’ (John Barry- | 


, | more)—Selwyn, Chicago. 
heeded claims that the shows cannot} “«pebacce Road’—Geary, San Fran- | 
operate under the conditions 


. P. | 
IM- | cisco. | 

> 2A 
| 











posed. The Shakespearean tab dis- | ‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel Barrymore)— 

continued Saturday (15); manage-| Maplewood (N. J.) playhouse. 
eer , | ‘Women’—Brighton, 

ment of ‘Hot Mikado’ avers it cannot | Beach. L. 1. 

regain any of its red, while ‘Rail- 

roads on Parade’ has been piling up 

a deficit ever since opening. 


Brighton 





That Equity ever 


FIREFLY’ GETS $4,500 


OPEN-AIR $48 Inside Stuft—Legit 


} 

St. Louis, July 18. | 

‘Firefly,” the Rudolf Friml-Otto | 
Harbach success, shown here in 1920 
and 1924, returned for a week stand 
to the Municipal theatre’s al fresco 
playhouse in Forest Park last night 
(Monday) in a modernized version, 
but retaining all of the old song suc- 
cesses. Swell weather, plus big 








names in cast and fine bally, 
brought an opening night mob that 
overflowed temporary benches and | 


, onto the lawn and grossed approxi- | 


mately $4,500. 
Rosemarie Brancato, Kansas City | 
coloratura soprano, making debut in 
open air theatre in role of Nina, is | 
a smash aleng with Hazel Hayes, | 
star in ‘Queen High’ and ‘Waltz | 
Dream,’ and Helen Raymond, co- 
medienne, who. also is making first 
bow of season here. 
Shafer, who scored with his war- 





——— 


——— 





Managements of Broadway shows are now covering the Newark Papers 
with ads and publicity, a policy they’ve never before tried. Theatre Guild 
is advertising its ‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert, N. Y., in all five sheets 
once or twice weekly, while the Playwrights Co. and Herman Shumlin are 
plugging their respective ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Plymouth, N. Y., and 
‘The Little Foxes,’ National, N. Y., in the Evening News daily and Sundav 

As a result, the News is understood contemplating the addition of critic 
and drama editor to its staff with the start of the legit season in the fall 
Other sheets, which have covered Broadway legit for several seasons, are 
expanding their coverage. 





During the lay-off of ‘Leave It to Me,’ which suspended for five weeks 
at the Imperial, N. Y., William Gaxton, who is co-starred with Victor 


| Moore, will vacation in his native California, principally at Santa Barbara. 


He will participate in ceremonies at the Golden Gate exposition, where 
descendants of Spanish families will dedicate a typical dwelling. Star's 
real name is Gaxiola and he is a cousin of Leo Carrillo. Other family 
names, some changed for show business, such as Ortegas and Valencias, 
also are to be present. 

‘Me’ dipped too sharply in the Fourth of July week slump, but is slated 
to resume on Broadway through September, then going to the road 





questioned from the start by some | 
Equity leaders, and only after the; 


| | 

3 Robert K. | 

should have} 

stepped into the Fair situation was | | bling stints in ‘Katinka’ and ‘Waltz 


! Dream,’ repeats, as does the di- 


;minutive William Lynn, Doris Pat- | 
big show opened was there an in-| 'ston and Billy Taylor. The dance 
clination to pass up concession ate | | trio, Harris, Claire and Shannon, | 


tractions. Had others been. placed | 
under Equity rules, there would| 
have been more protests than now 
faced. Insistence in the council by The feud between the so-called 
certain members originally led to! Broadway press agents and the road 
th- adoption of the questioned work-| advance men groups in the Theatri-| 
ing conditions. It was expected that | cal Managers, Agents and Treasurers | 
the Fair would afford bonanza for | ‘ . | 
actors and it was argued that they | Union, appears to be over. Plan to 
should take full advantage of the | merge the factions last winter was | 
windfall. | discarded prior to the recent elec: | 
With the midway period of the| tion, when disputes arose. Recently | 
summer reached, it has become clear! overtures were mutually acceptable | 
th:t the Fair’s draw is away under! and a single p.a. group is virtually | 
expectations, and, after reducing | set. 
parking fees, the management is now} Supposed issue of multiplicity of 
considering lowering the admission | jobs has been dissipated and any 
tap at the behest of both exhibitors agent may accept publicity berths | 
and concessionaires. With the WPA| for as many shows as he can handle. | 
forcing out a material portion of the} Contest over that principle was! 
membership, Equity realizes its} found to be futile because of TMAT’s 
troubles will increase if more Fair! constitutional provision stipulating 





| tracted 63,000, 


shows suspend. 
Reverses Its.If 


Last week the council turned down 
a fresh application to change the 
overtime rate for Sundays at the 
Fair, then virtually reversed itself. 
The committee on working condi- 
tions was augmented and on Sunday 
(16) went to the Fair and huddled 
with che ‘Railroads’ company, which 
had been adamant on keeping up 
the scale. 
$1,000 per day. 
been accomplished by eliminating 
the night performances, thereby cut- 
ting the crew, especially electri- 
cians, With the late shows out, a 
change in the pay scales was thought 
to be logical. 

The ‘Mikado’ management again 
went before the council and said that 
it cannot pay off at the Hall of 
Music, unless time and a half for 
the chorus is dropped. Claimed that 
the show is $80,000 in the red and 
requires $14,500 weekly to operate, 
Management was told to furnish a 
statement of the show’s finances and 
that data was - laced before the com- 
mittee early this week. 

It was pointed out that the colored 
choristers with ‘Mikado’ are getting 
$5* under Equity rules, while those 
in the Aquacade are paid only $35, 
although required to play at least 
seven more performances weekly. 
There are a numbe: of Chorus 
Equity people in the Aquacade out- 
fit and they have been outspoken in 
declaring the difference in the mini- 
mum to be inequitable. The two 
attractions demonstrate the incon- 
sistencies of the so-called jurisdic- 
tional claims of two actor unions, 
‘Mikado’ being under Equity rules 
and the Aquacade coming under the 


} 
| 
' 
| 


Show has been losing | 
Some saving has | 


that only a two-thirds majority vote 
of any group can change working 
conditions. Union, as a whole, can- | 
not effect such changes. } 

Tenure of employment is another 
issue that the two groups have agreed | 
to drop. Road men sought a rule 
that if any agent went in advance 
for a try-out, he must be retained | 
for the Broadway engagement. It! 
was pointed out that such a regula- | 
tion could be evaded. It is the in-| 
tention of the combined p.a.’s to seek | 
more road jobs. That may be accom- | 
plished by having producers agree to | 
send two agents in advance of tour-| 
ing attractions. Along that line it, 
may be suggested that while the first | 
man receive $150 weekly, scale for | 
the second man be $100. 

The groups are known as the New | 
York press agents and the press 
agents group number one, consisting | 
of road men. Each is drawing up al 
code which will be combined when | 


seen twice here jn 1937, return and | 
continue success with sock routines, 

With half of season completed, | 
open air house has attracted ap- | 
proximately 365,000 customers and 
with continued good weather last | 
season’s record should be smashed. 

‘On Your Toes’ completed week’s 
run Sunday (16) grossing approxi- | 
mately $38,000 for fine biz. Cooler | 
weather toward end of run helped 
overcome b.o. sluggishness occa- 
sioned by near equatorial tempera- 
ture on several nights. Piece at- 
10,000 more than | 
turned out for ‘Katinka.’ 








the groups are fused. Managers wiil 
be tendered lists of all p.a.’s avail-| 
able from time to time, with no des- 
ignation whether they are, or were, 
identified with either of the present 
groups. 





Robin Hood Dell Signed 


e Philadelphia, July 18. 
Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers’ union has signed an 


agreement with Robin Hood Dell, 
scene of al fresco summer Phiily 
Orch concerts, for a closed shop in 
the ticket booths. Three men are 
employed there. 

Organization will meet this week 
to decide on whether to start picket- 
ing midget auto races at Frankford 
Yellow Jacket field. Union charges 
that Manager Wally Secrist refuses 
to hire its men because family and 
friends are employed in the booths. 

Confabs with Academy of Music 
execs are expected to iron out by 
start of fall season the failure to use 
TMAT men at the ducat windows, 
which almost resulted in picketing 
the big concert hall last season, 








| 





| ‘The Drunkard’ is now in its seventh 


‘Drunkard Reels Into 7th Year On 
Coast Without Break at $1.65 Top 





Los Angeles, July 18. 
Produced here at the Theatre 
Mart, July 6, 1933, by Galt Bell, 


uninterrupted year, and still pack- 
ing ’em in nightly at the 373-seater 
spotted on a side street. Played 
with the same script as originaly 
, used by Phineas T. Barnum when 
he produced the play at the Amer- 





American Federation of Actors. 
Another variance is noted at Little 

Old New York, where a simulated 

oldtime revue is the main show at- 


ican Musem in New York in the) 
1840's, “The Drunkard’ continues | 
to attract patrons from all over the | 


world who are drawn to Southern | 


traction. Performance is classified | California. 
as vaudeyille, but it is reported that! Originally intended as a serious 
some of the principals who are! preachment against liquor, ‘The’ 


Equityites are getting less pay than 
the Choristers in shows under the} howling comedy, interspersed with | 
Equity rules. Business within this! an olio that from time to time is 
major concession has been disap-| changed. Otherwise the barroom 
pointing and a number of let-outs | opus remains unchanged. 
reported. Early in spring of 1933, Galt, who 
during his days at the University | 
of California at Berkeley was fa- 
vorably impressed with the script, | 


Drunkard,’ as revived by Bell, is 








TALENT -HUNT ENDS 





| between 3,500 and 4,000 bottles of 


as ‘the poor man’s club.” Hundreds 
of celebrities have returned time 
and again, amused by the serious at- 
mosphere which prevails back of the 
curtain line while the spectators 
out front howl with glee over the 
antics of the thespians. 

Including actors and house at- 
taches, venture employs some 45 
people, number of whom have 
actually bought homes out of their 
earnings during run of ‘The Drunk- 
ard.” Angle of the venture is that 
Galt has no tiein or connection 
with any brewery, despite fact that 


beer and countless thousands of 
sandwiches are distributed free 
weekly. Also dished out are gal- 
lons of coffee and pound after pound 
of pretzels. 

Lee Parvin, who took the job of 
press agenting the venture in 1933, 
figured it would be a stopgap for 
the summer season. But it turned 
into a. steady job and he con- 
tinues to crash the Los Angeles! 


Jack Pierre, formerly known on Broadway and the road as manager 
| of legit shows, is back in New York after a long lapse on the Coast and 
| plans to bow in as a producer inthe fall. He was back with the Julian 
| Eltinge shows which were produced by A. H. Woods, and went west when 
| the former itnpersonator settled down there. Eltinge remains in Cali- 
fornia, where he conducts a health resort. 

Pierre was connected with the Screen Actors Guild, serving as contact 
man in producer-actor negotiations. He opened a Hindu rope trick con- 
cession at the Golden Gate exposition, San Francisco, last spring, but let 
it slide because of the fair’s slow start. 

Charles Wuertz, also formerly a company manager, also- returned from 
California. 





Phil Guyran, of the Newman ticket agency, N. Y., will start serving a 
four-month sentence in the federal pen on Aug. 14. Two days before that 
date, Samuel Bloom, his associate, will have completed a similar term at 
Petersburg, Va. They were convicted of tax irregularities on tickets sold 
at a premium, the court in handing out the sentences, permitted the de- 
fendants to serve alternate terms. Usually time off for good behavior is 
allowed but does not apply in these cases. 

Guyran is a cripple, suffering from tuberculosis of the hip. His condi- 
tion has recently been aggravated through worry over impending incar- 
ceration. 

The three-house rotary stock wheel operating in the east this summer 
has each theatre under separate management, but there is a_ pooling 
arrangement. Jules Leventhal controls the Atlantic City spot, O. E, Wee, 
his former partner, not being interested. Latter was in on Maplewood, 
N. J., last season with Frank McCoy, who is currently conducting the 
Jersey spot with W. J. Alexander a Newark film exhibitor. Brighton Beach 
is being handled by Leslie J. Spiller and George (Lefty) Miller. 

Under Equity rules, no rotary stock wheel may consist of more than five 
spots. If additional locations are secured, another wheel must be for ned, 
| —_——— 

Limited number of high grade lithographs of Katharine Cornell, starring 
| in ‘No Time for Comedy,’ Barrymore, N. Y., appeared recently but are 
| likely to be withdrawn. Feature of the lithos is the face of the star, but 
the resemblance is so unfamiliar that comments to that effect were brought 
! tg the attention of the management. Reproduction was made from a draw- 
ing by one of the star’s friends. Turbaned hat effect is unlike anything yet 
exhibited by Miss Cornell. 

Excellent likeness of the star in color appeared in the N. Y. News roto 
section Sunday (16). 








Al Greenfield, candy concessionaire at a number of Broadway theatres, 
returned from San Francisco after flopping at the Goiden Gate Exposi- 
tion, where he controlled guide books and programs. He was backed by 
Ellis & Bersenson, who operate cloak rooms in New York night clubs, 
they investing around $25,000. 

Fair management, however, took over the concession and reimbursed 
Greenfield the full amount he was in the red. 





Owen Murphy has joined the Broadway repatriates from Hollywood, 
having returned to New York for an indefinite stay, and engaging in a 
new line of activity. Composer is under contract to write scripts for 
commercial films to be made for General Motors. _ ere 

Murphy wrote the scores of several Joe Cook musicals, including ‘Rain 


cal comedy due next season. 


4 


Lew Brown’s ‘Yokel Boy,’ Broadway legit production, stands the song- 
writer-showman around $100,000, all of it his own coin, Brown 1s said to 
have hypothecated much of his future ASCAP income as part of the ready 
cash flotation for the show. 











Engagements Nis Senlete 


John Richmond has completed 
‘Boy Wonder,’ with a locale in a 











Gladys Cooper, Philip Merivale, 
Robert Wallsten, Joaquin Souther, 
Don Terry, Clement O’Loghlen, 
Anne Baxter, Rachel Adams, ‘Spring 





or Shine’ and ‘Fine and Dandy.’ Understood he may collaborate in a musi- - 


Meeting,’ Cape Playhouse, Dennis, | whodunit publishing house. Frieda 
Mass. Fishbein is handling it. 
Helen Twelvetrees, Frank Lyon, C. P. Donald has written ‘The 


Nancy Duncan, Robert Perry, Louise 
Kirtland, ‘No More Ladies,’ Lake 
Whalom theatre, Fitchburg, Mass. 
Madeline Clive, Alexander Scour- 
by, Elfrida Derwent, Louene Am- 
brosius, Jessie Dimond, Lionel Ince, 
Julia Lathrop, George Graham, 
Maury Tuckerman, Seymour Gross, 
Rita Rhoni, Paula Hollinger, ‘Kind 
a dd Masonic theatre, Long Beach, 


Charles Atkin, John Merivale, 
Ruth Thane McDevitt, Oscar Stir- 
ling, Everett Ripley, Hamum Clark, 
Conway Wingfield, New England 
Playhouse, Ridgefield, Conn. 

Helen Trenholme, Irving Morrow, 
‘The Man in Possession,’ Vineyard 


Devil Is a Human,’ described as an 
allegory of today. Frieda Fishbein 
is the agent. 

Arthur Pierson and Alexander 
Clark have written a musical com- 
edy book, ‘Don’t Look Now’ (tenta- 
tive title), which Jack Whiting }s 
thinking of doing. Several sketches 
by Pierson will be included in the 
‘Provincetown Follies’ at the Wharf 


theatre, Provincetown, Mass., next 
month. 
John Fearnley, of the Gilbert 


Miller office, has adapted Rangnar 
Josephson’s ‘Perhaps a Poet’ from 


Neil Back te Aussie With Over 


‘200 Acts 





Sydney. July 1. 
Frank Neil, managing director of 
Tivoli Theatres, back here from Lon- 
don per flying-boat. States that he 
had booked some 200 U.S. and British 


planned his Los Angeles production. | papers week after week with in- 
Leasing the Theatre Mart, a run-| teresting art and flowery puffs for 
down ‘little theatre,’ he fitted it | the play. An odd angle is that 
with tables and hit upon the idea of Parvin doesn’t have to shell out 
serving free beer and sandwiches! Oakleys. So accustomed have the 
while patrons sat through the sev- | drama editors become to Bell’s they- 
eral acts of the play and the so-/shall-not-pass policy, this is one 
called vaudeville olio. Nightly show in town that is strictly cash. 
tariff, including Saturdays and Sun- 


Players, Oak Bluff, Mass. 

Fay Wray, Hume Cronyn, George 
Macready, Grant Mills, Dorothy 
Bernard, Joseph Macaulay, A. H. 
Van Buren, David Byrne, Jessamine 
Newcombe, J. Hammond Dailey, J. 
Arthur Young, Jack Gage, Gordon 
Duff, Kathryn Givney, John Drew 


the Swedish. Dorothy Allen, Lon- 
don agent, has it. 

Vincent Carroll’s new play, ‘Kin- 
dred,’ may be done by Edward 
Choate, Broadway legit newcomer. 

Joel Gabbe has written ‘In The 
Red,’ the book for a musical comedy. 





acts for dates ‘here and Melbourne. 

Top marquee names include 
George Robey, Stanley Holloway 
and Mills Bros. 


days, is $1.65, which covers every- | 
thing. | 

Because of this low tariff, Thea- | 
tre Mart frequently is alluded to| 





| Customers, critics and show-people 


alike lay it on the line when they 
see ‘The Drunkard,’ and many of 
them have seen it so often they 
have lost count. 





Devereaux, Keenan Wynn. Virginia 
Dunning, Elizabeth Love, Polly Kir- 
Sten, James Perkins, Albert Dech- 
nik, Clark Kuney, Jr., Harold Cur- 
tis, ‘Our Town,’ Lakewood theatre, 
Skowhegan, Me. 





Hall Johnson has completed ‘Fi- 
Yer,’ a folk opera about voodooism. 
Title is the Negro vernacular for 
‘fire.’ Elizabeth Shaw  .Johnson’s 
manager, is handling the work. 
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Cost to approximate $850,000. Cost of 
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WPAers Get a Reprieve, Sticking 


_ On FIP Payroll 


Til Aug, 31 At 


Least; All Off by End of Sept. 





While the chance of resusiticating 


the Federal Theatre Project through 
congressional amendment to the re- 
cently enacted WPA relief appropri- 
ation bill is still nebulous, a conces- 


gion was won in Washington. Around 
70900 on the FTP will be kept on 
the payroll until Aug. 31 at least, 
gnd an undetermined number will 
continue to receive security wages 
until the end of September. Admin- 
istrative and other non-relief peo- 
ple will be out of FTP on July 31. 

Col. Francis C. Harrington, Works 
Progress Commissioner, had ordered 
the complete cessation of the proj- 
ect by that date, but late last week 
eccepted the word of legislators that 
it was not their intention to 50 
abruptly dismiss all hands within 
that time limit. In issuing a new 
order extending the time, Harring- 
ton stated that workers certified for 
relief would continue on the rolls 
through August. That takes in vir- 
tiially all actors, stagehands, musi- 
cians, scenic and technical people in 
FTP, who have been getting what is 
classified as security wages. 

Efforts are now being made to hold 
all rank and filers on the rolls for 
the three-months period provided for 
in the bill, which would extend 
their retention through September. 
There is a hitch, however, since the 
measure stipulates that all persons 
who have been employed in WPA 
for 18 months shall be laid off the 
various projects for 30 days, war 
veterans not included. Until the 
lists are broken down and the length 
of time each reliefer has been on 
FTP is perceived, the number to be 
retained after Aug. 31 is uncertain. 
It is contended, however, by -those 
working in behalf of the WPAers 
that a 30 days lay-off is meaningless 
if there are no jobs to come back to 
at its expiration. 


Delegations te Wash. 


Concession was announced after 
delegations from Equity and the 
Federation of Arts Unions again 
went to Washington last week. After 
visiting Clifton Woodrum, chairman 
of the sub-committee that first ruled 
out FTP, the congressman advised 
Harrington that while wordage of 
the act permitted discretion, the 
House and Senate conferees intend- 
ed that employees be carried for the 
full three month period permitted 
by the law. Senator Reynolds ad- 
vised Harrington to the same effect. 

Main intention of the provision is 
to Provide an opportunity to supply 
People in FTP with other work in 
the WPA setup, and it was prom- 
ised that every effort would be made 
to transfer certified employees to 
other projects. Indicated that de- 
spite the opposition of the legisla- 
tors to the relief theatre, it was not 
their idea to divorce FTP rank and 
filers from WPA. It was further in- 
dicated that most of such employees 
would be retained through Septem- 
ber, number given being 5,500 and the 


Carrying administrative and super- 
visory people through July is around 
Since it would be impossible to 
ee without the latter forces, re- 
ef employees will not be permitted 
to engage in FTP activities. They 
(Continued on page 47) 


MAY ROTATE EQUITY’S 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


Under consideration b ity is a | 
. y Equity is a | 
ee mition to more frequently re-form 
rotate its executive committee, a 
: om reports only to the coun- 
& ommittee would continue with 
* mga or geen but three 
P ou e changed eve 
fe ths, first switch to be made 
Seve nme General idea is to 
ing ore, if not all of the govern- 
with y become better acquainted 
on , Sattern which are always 
me t to the council's attention. 
lees, oe is made up of council- 
up u - 2 —- that its make- 
D n changed often 
with: Either proposals originate 
to it on committee, or are referred 
Sheet T consideration. Not infre- 
duben = Propositions which are 
indean: questionable are tabled for 
— Periods, for which reason 
ees to rotate the committee is 
to make it mare efficient. 
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RKO Alden, Jamaica, L.I., 
Resuming Summer Stock 


The RKO Alden theatre, Jamaica, | 


L. I., which was closed down in June, 
is reopening Monday (24) with a 
short season of summer stock. Jules 
Leventhal, who has operated this 
policy at the Alden for the past three 


or four years, is again taking over. | 
‘The | 


Opening attraction will be 
Women,’ Clare Boothe Brokaw play. 

House reverts to double feature 
policy on August 17. 





EQUITY IN OPEN, 


ON TICKET 
CODE 


—_——_ 


Although it does not participate 
in the enforcement of the ticket 
code, Equity figures in the admin- 
istration of the control system, as 
indicated twice recently. That the 
actors end clearly has a say in the 
use of money the League of New 
York Theatres collects from the 
brokers was shown when it nixed 
an idea to spend several hundred 
dollars for maps of the theatre zone 
for distribution at the World’s Fair. 
Equity also set a deadline for the 
brokers to accept or reject the con- 
ditional plan to suspend the ticket 
levy from April 1 to Sept. 15. 

The agencies not only said the 
proposition was unacceptable, but 
want a refund on the coin they paid 
the league. Brokers ask for another 
parley, contending that originally it 
was only intended they pay 3%% 
cents per ticket for three months. 
Nearly all the agencies are delin- 
quent, but the brokers figure remit- 
tances after Dec. 10, last, should be 
returned to them, that being 90 days 
after the code went into effect. 

Ticket people also say that the 
League should have adjusted the 
base rate of the levy long ago. 
When the code was originally ex- 
plained to the brokers, the session 
included a discussion about the ex- 
tent of the levy and the general un- 
derstanding was that the rate would 
be reduced if it was found that the 
collections considerably exceeded 
expenditures, That angle was ap- 
parently over-looked, but was 
brought up by the Associated Thea- 
tre Ticket Agencies. League had in- 
timated it would lower the rate if 
the brokers kicked in, but the lat- 


ter seem intent on retroactive ac- | 


tiom 


When the plan to print 50,000, 


maps went to Equity, the answer 
was that the money would not be 
well spent because too small a per- 
centage of Fair visitors would be 
recipients. Originally the League's 
proposal to the agencies did not fix 
a date for acceptance and remit- 
tance, but Equity set July 15 as the 
time limit. Broker’s answer, rather 
a surprise to the managers body, 
was delayed, but came before the 
deadline expired. A provision of 
the League's proposal was that no 
litigation be started during the sus- 
pension of the levy. It was the 
Acme case which the League won 
that inspired the agencies to hold 
out until the case was over. 





Balto Guild Advance Big 


Baltimore, July 18. 

Subscription plan sponsored here 
for first time in nine years by Thea- 
tre Guiid promises to click well. 
Announcing six plays at Ford s, in- 
cluding ‘The Philad- iphia — Story 
and a possible new one with the 
Lunts, idea has taken hold and re- 
sponse has been unexpectedly bull- 
ish. With goodly portion of potential 
legit customers away, three-week ef- 
fort has produced more than 1,400 
reservations. 

Sale ig being handled by manager 
John Little and Bess Davis Schrein- 
er, who is employed in similar Ca- 
pacity in Washington, 


HELEN MORGAN TOPS 


Chicago, July 18. 


Cast of ‘Night at the Moulin 
Rouge,’ roadshow being produced 


here by N. S. (Jack) Barger, is prac- 
tically set and includes Helen Mor- 
gan, Toby Wing, Rita Rio and all- 


igirl band, Stan Kavanaugh, Slate 


| Bros., Buster Shaver and Olive and 


| George, Fifi D’Orsay, Clymas ‘trio, 


Ada Leonard, Grisha and Grona. 
| Sharon DeVries and the Darmora 
| troupe. Show will carry a line of 36 
} and 10 showgirls. 

Troupe is booked to open in Dav- 
enport on Sept. 30, with route 
through Des Moines, Sioux City, 
Denver, Rapid City, Billings, Butte, 
Spokane, Tacoma, Vancouver, Seat- 
tle, Portland, Eugene and Sacra- 
mento, with a two-week date at the 
Curran in San Francisco starting 
Oct. 15. Ned Alvord has been 
ahead e]l summer arranging the 
bookings. 

Production is arranged so as to 
give show on either stage or floor. 
according to conditions. In most 
points. the show will appear under 
auspices of civic or fraternal or- 
ganizations, with the general scale to 
run from one buck to $3. 


After hitting Coast, show will turn 
southwest and will arrive in Houston 
on Christmas, and New Orleans on 
New Year's. 


PATRONS CHILL 
ON SHUBERT 
COOLERS 


Nearly al] of Broadway's legit 
theatres are air conditioned with 
systems installed during the past two 
or three years, but criticism is heard 
to the cffect that either the apparatus 
is not functioning properly, or 
manipulated for ‘economy’ reasons. 
Latter appears to be the situation 
and is blameable on employees who 
apparently aim to make a showing. 

During last week’s hot spell in 
some theatres the cooling systems 
were turned on but one-quarter 
strength, interiors being «anything 
but comfortable. That condition was 
noticed especially in several houses 
operated by the Shuberts. In other 
spots, where the systems were oper- 
ated with half power, the tempera- 
ture was considerably lower. Ice is 
usec in the cooling apparatus in the 
legiters, with but one exception, yet 
the saving made when the systems 
are only partially used is compara- 
tively small. Managements of at- 
tractions playing houses where 
economy is practiced in operating 
the cooling plants have protested, 
one stunt being to turn off the sys- 
tems at intermission. 

There have been complaints that 
picture houses sometimes chill the 
interiors too much, but no such 
squawk has been heard around legit 
theatres. 











CHICAGO ROADSHOW | 





Impasse on Coin Minimums 
May Impede Holly'd Backing, 
But Expect Bway to Adopt 





‘Two a Day’ Authors 
After Road Tour Coin 


Los Angeles, July 18. 
Rights to ‘Two a Day,’ Federal 
Theatre Project vaude cavalcade, of- 
ficially reverted to Gene Stone and 
| Jack Robinsen, authors, who are 
| hunting a bankroll for a road tour. 
| Show folded temporarily after 

| eight days at the Orpheum here, 


ANOTHER BWAY 
LEGITER GOES 
TO RADIO 


The somewhat turbulent engage- 
;ment of ‘I Must Love Someone’ is 
due to terminate Saturday (22), and 
[the Vanderbilt, N. Y. where it 
| moved from the Longacre several 
' months ago, is to be used by NBC for 
broadcasting purposes. Jack Kirk- 
land, who produced ‘Someone’ and 
collaborated in its authorship, .had 
an idea of sending the show to rural 
show shops and bringing it back to 
Broadway fer a repeat prior to the 
road, but the pian appears to have 
been shelved. 

‘Someone,’ now in its 24th week, 
drew a panning from the critics and 
piled up an operating deficit which, 
in addition to the production outlay, 
has put the show into the red so 
heavily that chances of recapturing 
the investment are slim. Only Kirk- 
land’s persistence has kept the 
comedy on the boards. During the 
spring ‘Someone’ improved with the 
help of cut rates, but lately has 
hardly bettered an even break. 

Frequent cast changes and argu- 
ments with Vanderbilt management 
punctuated that portion of the en- 
gagement there. Withdrawal of 
Nancy Carroll, who replaced Martha 
Sleeper in the lead part, seemed to 
have affected attendance and re- 
placement by Gypsy Rose Lee re- 
cently was of little help. Under- 
stood that Kirkland, who is divorced 
from Miss Carroll, sought to induce 
her return. 

CBS is using three Times Square 
legit houses for radio, but the 
Vanderbilt is the first to be leased by 
NEC since the completion of its 
studios in Radio City. Arrangement 
for the theatre is for 13 weeks, with 
additional time optional. Vanderbilt 
will be used especially for Fred 
Waring band programs. 

The Waring outfit has been shunted 
from one studio to another on broad- 
casting nights, but last week the 

(Continued on page 46) 
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Of $2,000 Wkly; 


Hepburn Paying for ‘Story’ at Rate 


Cost May Be 1006 





Deal whereby Katharine Hepburn 
purchased the picture rights of ‘The 
Philadelphia Story,’ in which she is 
| appearing at the Shubert, N. Y., was 
| made something of a mystery. Au- 

thoritively stated, however, that the 
'star is paying approximately $2,000 
per week and it is estimated, what 
| with the Broadway date going well 

into next season, plus a road tour, 
the rights money may exceed $100,- 
| 000. Play is now in its 17th week, 
| not counting the tryout period, and 
| ig topping the list of straight shows. 

The buy is the first under a rule 
|of the Dramatists Guild-managers 
| pact of 1936, which provides for a 
j puocantans of the gross plan as de- 
'termining the amount paid. Other 
' methods are for a fixed sum agreed 
lon between the manager, author and 
| buyer, ar for a sliding scale arrange- 
'ment deoendent on the number of 
| weeks pityed. A variation of the 





between the authors, managers and 
Hollywood. 

Explained that Miss Hepburn beat 
the field by signing for the film 
rights prior to production of the 
play, at the same time contracting 
to appear in ‘Story’. She is also said 
to have signatured an agreement 
with the Guild guaranteeing min- 
imum film rights royalty. Star is 
said to have acquired the rights as 
a protective measure, she to appear 
in the picture version, or to resell 
the rights if she so elects. 

It is the first time for any player 
to figure similarly in a picture rights 
deal. Payment for the rights is being 
made on a monthly basis and it is 
understood that the coin is remitted 
to film arbiter Sidney Fleisher by 
Miss Hepburn’s attorney in Califor- 
nia. It will be split up when the 
engagement is terminated and the 
date of film release agreed on, prob- 
ably some time during next season. 
As provided by the Guild's basic 
agreement, 60% will go to Philip 





| percentage pian is being negotiated 


Barry and 40% to the Theatre Guild, 


| becomes effective. 


end. 





The pending new pact between 
Hollywood and Broadway, whereby 
the former will again finance legit 
shows, may be okay in general prin- 


| ciple, but there is an impasse over 


money minimums which must be 
ironed out before the new deal be- 
comes a means to stimulate the pres- 
entation of more shows. Otherwise 
the agreement, which both sides ap- 
pear to desire, may impede picture- 
backed production rather than be of 
mutual benefit. 

Despite Hollywood objection, how- 
ever, indications are that the pro- 
posed agreement will be submitted 
to the memberships of the Dramai- 
ists Guild and the League of New 
York Theatres within two or three 
weeks. Special meeting of the Guild 
will be called for the purpose, with 
non-attending members voting by 
mail or proxy. Managers will like- 
wise meet to decide on the matter 
within a similar time. Approval by 
both groups is figured likely. 

If the plan is accepted by the 
Guild and League it automaticaliy 
Thereafter, the 
studios would have the option of 
participating in legit financing under 
its terms of signing the regular 
minimum basic agreement (which 
they have refused to do for more 
than two years) or of continuing to 
hold aloof. 

Last week when the joint commit- 
tee of authors and managers talked 
things over, the conferees were 
‘sworn to secrecy,’ but authenticated 
sources were well aware of the fact 
that objection to certain tentative 
provisions came from the picture 
While the council of the Dra- 
matists Guild with its name writers 
is in accord, it is claimed that 
if changes are not worked out, the 
minor or new author will not be 
helped—and that is what the rank 
and file membership in the Guild has 
been aiming for ever since the rift 
began. ; 

Principal requirement under fire 
is that the backer, or picture pro- 
ducer, post $15,000 as advance roy- 
alty on the film rights. Pointed out 
that plenty of plays which did not 
fare so well on Broadway were sold 
to Hollywood for as little as one- 
third that sum. That did not seem 
to impress the Guild when the terms 
were being drafted, authors saying 
that plays which did not succeed on 
the stage were eventually fashioned 
into grade A features, 

In the event that a play did not 
succeed, it would appear that $15.- 
000 would approximate the maxi- 

(Continued on page 43) 


Legit in Bridge Lounge, 
Sans Lights er Curtain, 
Is New Texas Wrinkle 


Houston, July 18. 

The Lamar Intimate Theatre, Hous- 
ton’s first summer legit, opened its 
first production, Norman Krasna’s 
‘Louder, Please,’ here July 10. The 
Intimate is the bridge lounge of the 
Lamar hotel turned into a playhouse 
sinmply by placing rows of chairs 
around the four walls, leaving a 
large rectangle in the center for the 
stage. 

There are no footlights. Lighting 
effecis are attained entirely through 
extra lights suspended from the ceil- 
ing. There is no curtain, All lights 
are extinguished to indicate the end 
of the acts, and players make their 
entrances and exits in pitch dark- 
ness. 

Seating capacity is limited to 100, 
and the fact that the bridge lounge 
is air-conditioned, along with the ap- 
peal of the novelty of the production, 
is credited with the large advance 
sale of tickets. 

Margo Jones, director of the Hous- 
ton Community Players, amateur 
dramatic group, is in charge and 
draws upon members of the Com- 
munity Players for her cast. Cy 
Howard, now a Houston advertising 
man, who has appeared in minor 
parts on Broadway, is the only pro- 
fessional attached to the group. 

A short season of five weeks is 








planned by the group, presenting 


proven comedies for five nights each. 
Plays scheduled for the season are, 
besides the opener, ‘There’s Always 
Juliet,” “The Second Man.’ ‘The Cir- 
cie’ and ‘Springtime for Henry.” 
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First Radio Sponsored Strawhat 


Although Air 


Plugging Not New 





Litchfield, Conn., July 18. 


Believed to be the first strawhat 
commercially sponsored on the air, 
the Litchfield Hills theatre of this 
town has contracted with Henri’s 
Beauty Salon of Waterbury for a 
summer series of weekly air dram- 
atizations over WBRY in Waterbury 
and New Haven. First play is to 
be presented by the players group 
on next Monday (24), an original, 
‘Dark Is the Night,’ 
Copp, Middlebury, Conn., freelance 
writer. 

Success of the venture is expected 
to open a new field of revenue for 
many cowsheds next summer. Ex- 
pected also to bring up a new prob- 
lem for the AFRA. 


Litchfield Players group for the 
present: is to receive no compensa- 
tion for its work, except publicity. 
Later on this season, according to 
Allan Fox, publicity and business 
manager, a talent fee of some kind 
will be worked out with the beauty 
salen. 


Nutmeg strawhats have for years 
allied themselves with Connecticut 
radio stations on sustaining pro- 
grams for publicity purposes. Ma- 
jority have been one-shot inter- 
views with guest stars. On several 
occasions the strawhats have allied 
themselves with commercial ven- 
tures on onetime programs. Ivory- 
ton and Clinton Playhouses have 
both put on dramatizations over 
WTIC, 50,000-watter, on the Helen’s 
Variety Hour. Neither have had a 
consistent policy in this respect. 

WNBC, Hartford, is at present lin- 
ing up a series of programs with 
Stony Creek to be commercially 
sponsored this summer and to be 
presented from the auditorium of 
the Brown Thompson department 
store in Hartford. 

Litchfield series officially got 
underway last night (Monday) in 
a half-hour program during which 
several members of the company 
were introduced and their back- 
ground as well as that of the thea- 
tre expounded: Madame _  Tara- 
sova, Russian contralto, who is ap- 
pearing in this week’s presentation, 
‘You Can’t Take It With You,’- sang 
a couple of selections. Herbert 
Newcomb, one of the seven co- 
operative owners of the theatre, 
was emcee. 

Series was lined up by the station 
and the station’s owner, Waterbury 
American and Republican. Drama- 
tizations will be presented each Mon- 
day night at 7:30 o’clock for a half 
hour. Herbert Newcomb will direct. 


——— enna 
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CHARLES 
ALTHOFF 


In Lew Brown's 


YOKEL BOY 


MAJESTIC THEATRE 
NEW YORK 
Among Men Who Know 
Comedy Best 


GOODMAN ACE says: 
laugh hit.”’ 

HARRY W. CONN says: 
fire comedy for any theatre.” 


HENNY YOUNGMAN says: 
laugh hit ef the show.” 


“A sound 


ty Sure- 


“The 





by De Witt} 


DeWitt Copp. 


Original plans were to put a wire 
into the theatre and broadcast di- 
rect. Dress rehearsals were to have 
been put on the air. However, in- 
ability to secure releases on royalty 
and excessive royalty demands in- 
duced management to put on orig- 
inal plays from the station’s studios 
in Waterbury before an audience. If 
at any time plays can be gotten ata 
|}minimum fee or royalty free they 
|} will be presented from the play- 
, house. Fox reported that as high as 
| $1,000 has been asked to release ra- 
dio rights. 

WBRY has facilities for taking 
care of radio audiences up to 250 
persons. Both the station and the 
Paper are plugging the sponsor- 
theatre program. The sponsor is to 
have three commercials on the show. 
One at opening, closing and midway. 


On Monday night’s show the fol- 
lowing put in mike appearances: 
Roger Fox, Charlie Furculowe, Ran- 
dolph Carter, co-director of the com- 
pany; Jack Warren, Judith Magee, 
Augustin Duncan, Mme. Tarasova 
| and Herbert Newcomb. 








Shaw Festival 


Philadeiphia, July 18. 

Hedgerow theatre opens its sixth 
annual Shaw festival Monday (24) 
} with its 76th performance of ‘Can- 
| dida’ in 16 years. It was the first 
| show given at the theatre under 
Jasper Deeter’s management. Next 
Wednesday (26), in honor of Shaw’s 
| birthday, Hedgerow will do the en- 
tire four acts of ‘Man and Super- 
|man,’ with the curtain going up at 
17:30 p.m. It will be repeated on 
| Thursday and Saturday. Play is new 
| to Hedgerow, making the 135th addi- 
tion to its repertory. 

Other plays for the first week of 
the Shavian shindig, which lasts un- 


(Continued on page 43) 











Richard Gaines Gives 
Different Conception 
Of ‘Abe’ Than Massey 


Richard Gaines, who on Monday 
(17) undertook the assignment of 





All plays are to be originals by | replacing Raymond Massey in the 


title role of ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ 
at the Plymouth, N.Y., gives the 
Robert E. Sherwood drama_ slight 
but nevertheless distinctly different 
flavor. Its his first regular chance 
at the role, although he played it 
for one night when Massey was un- 
able to return from Monrtreal in 
time. He’s now in for the balance 
of the Broadway run, while Massey 
makes the film version. 


Instead of stressing Lincoln’s per- | 


vading sadness, Gaines gives him a 
recurring witty twinkle. 


His climactic scenes are played at a 
higher pitch, where Massey's had a 
steadily deepening intensity. Par- 
ticularly in the debate scene and the 
final speech from the train platform, 
they are now virtually orations 
rather than the quietly-stirring ut- 
terances of an agonized being. 
To spectators who saw Massey’s 
performance, the effect is less satis- 
fying, although Monday night’s audi- 
ence was generously responsive. 
In appearance, Gaines is not as 
suitable for the part as was Massey. 
He’s shorter, not so gaunt or rugged, 
and his facial characteristics don’t as 
nearly resemble the popular concep- 
tion of Lincoln. But as fine as 
Massey’s performance was, and as 
remarkably as his appearance suited 
the role, Gaines’ playing demon- 
strates that the play and the title 
part are greater than any perform- 
ance or actor. The Pulitzer Prize- 
winner is not as effective as it was 
with Massey in the lead, but it is 
still an irresistibly moving drama— 
a rich, emotional experience. 
Some of the supporting perform- 
ances have deteriorated, while re- 
placements are not up to the orig- 
inals, but Frank Andrews, Lewis 
Martin, Calvin Thomas, Howard da 
Dilva and Lillian Foster retain ad- 
mirable authenticity. Adele Long- 
mire has improved since the opening 
and Muriel Kirkland is again giving 
a persuasive portrayal of Mary Todd. 
After the extensive publicity of 
Massey’s performance, his absence 
will undoubtedly hurt: business, but 
‘Abe’ still seems powerful enough to 
carry through until October, when 
it’s slated to tour. Hobe. 





Valley, L. IL. 


tady, N. Y. 


Guilford, Conn. 


Dennis, Mass. 


Mass. 





| Mass. 


| 
| Harrison, Me. 


Matunuck, R. f. 


town, Mass. 


(opens July 25). 

July 25). 

July 27). 

tady, N. Y. (opens July 25). 
| Plains, N. Y. 


playhouse (opens July 26). 


hasset, Mass. 
‘Springtime for Henry’ 
Dennis, Mass. 


house, New Hope, Pa. 
‘Spring Meeting’ 
Newport, R. I. (opens July 25). 











Principal Strawhat Bills 


THIS WEEK 
‘Rue with a Difference’ (new) (Ilka Chase)—Red Barn theatre, Locust 


‘Live Life Again’ (new)—Civic U. Summer theatre, Syracuse, N. Y. 
‘Satan’s in the Pantry’ (new)—Farragut players, Rye Beach, N. H. 
‘Hero Come Home’ (new)—Coach House theatre, Oconomowoc, Wis. 
‘Our Town’ (Eddie Dowling)—Westchester playhouse, Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 
‘Taming of the Shrew’ (Jean Muir)—Mohawk Drama festival, Schenec- 


2 


‘Seventh Heaven’ (Charles Farrell, Louise Platt)—Chapel playhouse, 


‘The Circle’ (Florence Reed)—Country playhouse, Westport, Conn. 
‘Our Town’ (Thornton Wilder)—South Shore players, Cohasset, Mass. 
‘Spring Meeting’ (Gladys Cooper, 


Philip Merivale)—Cape playhouse, 


‘No More Ladies’ (Helen Twelvetrees)—-Lake Whalom theatre, Fitchburg, 


‘Private Lives’ (Violet Heming)—Bass Rocks theatre, Gloucester, Mass. 
‘Pride and Prejudice’ (Edith Barrett)—-North Shore piayers, Marblehead, 


‘Easy Virtue’ (Jane Cowl)—Berkshire playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass. 
‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward Everett Horton)—Deertrees theatre, 


| ‘anna Christie’ (Gienda Farrell)—Theatre-by-the-Sea, Matunuck, R. I. 
‘Tonight or Never’ (Kitty Carlisle)—Olney (Md.) playhouse. 
‘Shadow and Substance’—Monomoy theatre, Chatham, Mass. 

‘Payment Deferred’ (Donald Woods, Jane Wyatt)—Elitch, Denver. 





NEXT WEEK 
‘You Can’t Eat Goldfish’ (new) (Ruth Chatterton)—Theatre-by-the-Sea, 


‘It Shouldn’t Happen te a Dog’ (new)—Masonic temple, Long Beach, L. I. 
‘Both Sides Buttered’ (new) (Frances Starr)—Wharf theatre, Province- 


‘Indian Summer’ (new) (Jessie Royce Landis, Fay Wray, Qwen Davis, 
Jr.)—Lakewood theatre, Skowhegan, Me. 

‘Ghost Town’ (new)—Bass Rocks theatre, Gloucester, Mass. 

‘Not for Children’ (new)—Stony Creek (Conn.) theatre. 

‘Ducks and Drakes’ (new)—Coach House theatre, Oconomowoc, Wis. 
‘An American Romance’ (new)—Cape theatre; Cape May, N. J. (opens 
W‘e’ll Take the Highroad’ (new)—Barter theatre, Abingdon, Va. (opens 
‘The College Widow’ (Sally Eilers)—-Mohawk Drama festival, Schenec- 
‘The Late Christopher Bean’ (June Walker)—Ridgeway theatre, White 


‘Hay Fever’ (Alison Skipworth)—Plymouth playhouse, Milford, Conn. 
‘Tonight or Never’ (Helen Gahagan)—Spring Lake (N. J.) Community 


‘Burlesque’ (Libby Holman, Clifton Webb)—South Shore players, Co- 
(Edward Everett Horton)—Cape playhouse, 


‘Brief Moment’ (Madge Evans)—Ogunquit (Me.) playhouse. 
‘They Knew What They Wanted’ (Richard Bennett)—Bucks County play- 


(Gladys Cooper, Philip Merivale)—Casino theatre, 


‘Petticoat Fever’ (Dennis King)—Olney (Md.) playhouse. 
’ ‘Susan and God’ (Donald Woods, Jane Wyatt)—Elitch, Denver. 





His play-} 
ing is less deliberate than Massey's. } 





Summer Tryouts 


————— 





Rue with a Difference 
Locust Valley, N. Y., July 18. 


Comedy in three acts and one scene 
by Thomas Job. Staged by Elinor M. 
Weis; setting bv David Twatchtman, Pre- 
sented wy the Vanguard Theatre July 17, 
*39, at the Red Barn, Locust Valley, N. Y. 


DOUION i040 604.4 649 88 KC 8 KOS Gordon Alderman 
Weeteitha. oss ccc ctccvcccccvvecsce Tika Chase 
Quintus Terentus..........G. Albert Smith 
Widow Rice...cccccec: Zamah Cunningham 
Hey Daeugtter..ccoccceescccses Helen Marcy 
Ua s 64-644 6040060ce0s Ernest Woodward 
BlOG WM... ccccecscccccee Dorothy Newman 
ENUM sen cctecsencseeeececeee Guy Spaull 
DOMES cc ccdococceccoccocese Frederic Warner 
4 5:b's 6060006004000006 Edward Bradley 
D1GWUOMAME. coccccccccccecscese Brooks West 
BE, cavecks+cnemewees James Furness 
Soldiers: Keith Palmer, Douglas Patti- 


son, Stanley Pletruckie, 


David Forbes. 
Citizens: 


Kathleen Johnson, Barbara God- 





frey, Gladele Penney, Cecile del.ucas, 
Leonard Grarby, Prentice Hill, Robert Mc- 
Cutchin, 

Aside from the _ entertainment 


value of watching Ilka Chase through 
three short acts (the whole business 
consumed only about 90 minutes’ act- 
ing time), this opus offers no en- 
ticement to the average theatregoer. 

The action of ‘Rue With a Differ- 
ence’ takes place in the year 410 
A.D. in a single setting, the court- 
yard of the home of Quintus Teren- 
tus, governor of a district on the 
east coast of Britain. It revolves 
around an invasion by the Germans, 
led by Hunferth (Guy Spaull), and 
the verbal adulteries of Domitia, 
Terentus’ wife. 


Arthur (Gordon Alderman), a pet- 
ty Briton chief, is on the make for 
Domitia (Ilka Chase) and the two 
of them seem to be making some 
headway, until the arrival of the 
Teutons upsets the peaceful routine 
of the governor’s home and garri- 
son. Then the wiles of Domitia, 
strangely enough at Arthur’s sug- 
gestion, are turned toward luring 
Hunferth into a compromising situa- 
tion, thus affording Terentus a mo- 
tive for killing the invader chief- 
tain. But Terentus, being more 
British in his manners than Roman, 
not only fails to revenge himself 
upon Hunferth, when he finds him 
forcing his attentions upon Domitia, 





Play Out-of-Town 











LABOR PAINS 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Musical revue in three acts presented by 
International Ladies Garment Workers 
Union of Los Angeles at Muegart theatre, 
Los Angeles, July 14, '39, at $2.75 top; 
written by Ben Barzman; lyrics, Sol Barz- 
man; music, Bill Lind; 
Pollock; dance direction, Jacobina Carr; 
gets and lights. Roual Mani, 

Cast: Bill Slade, Wally Castel, Herb 
Smith, Danny Wall, Frances Pullara, Don 
Meyer, Ted Varnick, Dan Frankel, Claire 
Greenfield, Esther Boris, Eva _ S8’Renco, 
Stella Martin, Virginia Sherburne, Abe 
Tamarin, Sid Spencer, Dorothy Havens, 
Phil Castel, Milt Katz, Padie Mason, Hy 
Weitzman, Alice Reitzen, Helen Valle, An- 
gela Gregory, D. Sodlowe. 





When the garment workers pro- 
duced a hit play in New York a 
couple of seasons ago, they seem to 
have started something the finish of 
which is not yet in sight. 

Here is the newest repercussion, 
an L. A. version of the piece. It is 
not at all bad and should get a fairly 
good run at this little 200-seater. 

‘Labor Pains’ has the same naive 

and native quality of home-spun 
charm (if home-spun is not too for- 
eign a word to use in connection 
with distinctly citified work such as 
this) that put ‘Pins and Needles’ 
over. The boys and girls in the cast 
and two of the three writers actually 
are garment workers. They’re not 
at all professional, and sometimes 
this is painfully evident. But it’s 
all in fun, and everybody has a 
good time. This goes for the audi- 
ence, too, if the audience is not too 
choosy and critical. 
_ There is only one really outstand- 
ing piece of talent connected with 
the show, the lyric writer, Sol Barz- 
man. Look for his name on the 
title page of a lot of sock tunes in 
the future. The kid has got what 
it takes. His brother, Ben Barzman 
wrote the book and is badly in need 
of a kick in the pants for thinking 
he knows how to write comedy. He 
doesn’t. But his serious skits (three 
of them) show a fot of latent talent, 
even though they don’t fit in this 
type of production. The kid who 
wrote the music is Bill Lind. He is 
the member of the trio who is not 
actually a clothing worker, but grew 
up in Oregon with the Barzman 
brothers. He has a good ear and a 
good memory, but not any more than 
that, if this show is any evidence. 

Some of the sketches are fun, some 
are a bore. The theme is too con- 
stantly the same—Hitler, Mussolini, 
anti-labor nuts, agitators, etc. Some 
of the actors have talent, some have 
not. For tyros they are very good. 
Outstanding are Virginia Sherburne, 
a cutie in any man’s theatre; Fran- 
ces Pullara, who can sock Over a 
song on occasion; Wally Castel, a 
good-looking youth who can handle 
straight lines; Stella Martin, who has 
a nice set of pipes, and Alice Reit- 
zen, a clever comedienne. 

Max Pollock, who was a director 
for the FTP out here for the past 
couple of years, staged and got 


staged by Ma-~: 





but even manages somehow to apolo- 
gize for the entire affair. Hunferth 
then kidnaps her, while Terentug 
merely decides that the best course 
is one of patience. 

Throughout the piece, an effort is 
made to tie-in the events of 419 
A.D. with present world conditions. 
The Romans are pictured as a peace 
and beauty-loving people; the Ger- 
mans as destroyers. This is rubbed 
on pretty thick by the end of the 
third act. 

Helen Marcy as Caridwen, a local 
Briton pri. is cast for comedy re. 
lief in the part of a stupid country 
girl who is raped regularly by each 
invading group of Saxons. Ernest 
Woodward as Marcus, captain of the 
garrison, gives a sincere portrayal: 
Dorothy Neumann as Blowden, his 
wife, is good in the difficult role of 
a silly and simpering woman. G. 
Albert Smith does very wel! as the 
governor and Gordon Alderman 
makes an acceptable Arthur. Guy 
Spaull overplays Hunferth. : 

The setting, costumes, and lighting 
were adequate, but the production, 
as a whole, lacked professionalism, 
The plot is too thin and insufficient 
for a drama, and the dialog lacks 
sparkle. 

The opening 10 minutes wz-sn’'t 
helped any by the clumping of the 
socialite late arrivals on the un- 
carpeted wooden fleors. Audiences 
here habitually disrupt opening acts, 
no matter how late the first curtain 
is held. Possibly it was this annoy- 
ance which caused Miss Chase te 
seem to assume a what-the-hell at- 
titude throughout the remainder of 
the play. Gilb. 


LIVE LIFE AGAIN 


Syracuse, N. Y., July 17. 


Drama in three acts, by Dan Totheroh. 


Produced by Civic Summer Stock Co., di- 
rected by Sawyer Falk, scenery designed 
by James Russell, technical direction hy 
John Moe; at Civic University theatre, 
Syracuse, N. Y., July 17, '39. 

MD MEIN 9 6 0'0.6046350000050% Wilson Ashley 
BEM ONG. 66s dace sc cceccéeccaseca John Moa 
Hilda Paulson.......++......Martha White 
 -£ eres Barney Goodman 
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St; Ms 5660 Cesecesbens Daniel Garliner 
PORNO Bill. coccccsccccccses Robert Hahn 
Mrs. Hansen..........+...Muriel Schwartz 
RN 6464 ©4.0060040 066040060604 Alex Schultz 
FOB cicccecvcsccvocvcscocesicesi Arthur Earle 
WEN 250e02depneeseecnts Thelma Lamphere 
Sister Rose........+.+......-Sue Ann Young 





Hamlet, with an Oedipus complex, 
stalks the grim wheatfields of Ne- 
braska in Dan Totheroh’s ‘Live Life 
Again’, which made its first appear- 
ance here Monday night (17). Cum- 
bersome, sometimes hammy, as pre- 
sented by the semi-pro cast of the 
Civic University Summer Theatre, 
Totheroh’s new play of the boy 
driven crazy by his mother’s death, 
only to find himself after he had 
killed his father, tantalizes with the 
promise of what polish and editing 
may do for it. 

It certainly has power and its 
verse form at times endows it with 
real beauty. With better handling 
of crowds and elimination of some of 
its long-windedness—the author is 
seldom content to convey a mood ex- 
cept through elaborate staging—‘Live 
Life Again’ may make the grade in 
the Broadway presentation, which, 
it is claimed, lies ahead. Soff. 


HILDEGARDE 


Fox Theatre, Philadelphia: 


“Hildegarde, radio chanteuse 
and femme of ‘99 Men and a 
Girl,’ gives a brilliant account of 
herself via a grand piano and a 
gifted set of vocal chords.”— 


PHILADELPHIA DAILY NEWS 


Per. Mgr—ANNA SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep—JACK BERTELL 





























Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 














ERNEST C. ROLLS 


VIOLET CARLSON 


AS THE STAR 
of his Newest Sensational Hit Show 





The Famous _ 
LONDON CASINO REVUE 








every ‘ing possible out of the young- 
sters, 


Now Playing His Majesty’s Theatre, 
Melbourne, Australia 
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Barrymore, $11,000, 


Loop; Heaven’ Very Nice $8,000 





Chicago, July 18. 

Only one show remains in the 
loop currently following the fold- 
up of ‘One for the Money’ after six 
weeks in the Harris. However, 
though out of the loop, the Civic 
has caught on in a hefty way with 
revival of ‘Seventh Heaven,’ star- 
ting Francis Lederer and Margo. 
Originally in for a fortnight, the 
a will hold for an additional 
week and close Saturday (22). Could 
stay longer, but Lederer is due east 
to go into ‘No Time for Comedy. 

‘Mv Dear Children’ remains as the 
loop legit attraction. In its 10th 
week, it perked a bit last session. _ 

Nothing in the offing now until 
autumn for the loop houses, and the 
town will have to rely on the Civic 
stock productions to keep in iegit 
action. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (10th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Lifted some- 
what to $11,000 last week and en- 
couraged to stick around town for 
additional time. 

‘One for the Meney,’ Harris (1,000; 
$2.75). Show folded Saturday 
(15). Had a good stay here, though 
the gross never really got into the 
upper brackets. Word-of-mouth ex- 
cellent: folded to $7,500. 
REVIVAL 
Heaven,’ (2nd 


‘Seventh Civic 


week) (800; $2.20). Caught on sharp- | 


ly and held to excellent $8,000 last 
week. Will stick for an additional 
session and could go more. 


‘CHILLUN’ ENDS YEAR'S 
RUN ON COAST, 26 WK. 


Los Angeles, July 18. 

Winding up solid year’s run, first 
as Federal Theatre Project venture 
and more recently as commercial, 
‘Run Little Chillun,’ with all-negro 
cast, folds at Mayan (23). Aside 
from couple of weeks at San Diego 
and Long Beach, entire run was in 
Los - Angeles, long-run reeord for 
many years. 

Long-dark Musart, taken over by 
Bill Arms relighted (14) with local 
Garment Workers’ Union legiter, 
‘Labor Pains.’ Booking is for 12 
weeks, but no telling how much of 
this will be played. 

Biltmore relights (24) with Helen 
Hayes in ‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ 
after couple of weeks breakin at 
Curran, San Francisco. P 

Proposed relighting of El Capitan, 
with ‘Mikado in Swing’ as commer- 
cial venture after rehearsals under 
FTP auapens, was halted through 
failure of Alexander Leftwich, FTP 
state director, to secure clearance 
from Government permitting outside 
sponsorship. 

Estimate for Last Weck 


‘Ran Little Chiflun,’ Mayan. (1,492; 
$1.65). Second week nothing big; 
around $2,000 


‘Kiss Boys’ OK $4,600 
In New Jersey Spot 


Maplewood, N. J., July 18. 

Frank McCoy and William J. Alex- 
ander had another splendid week at 
the Maplewoed last week when ‘Kiss 
the Boys Goodbye’ hit the b.o. for 
$4,600, topping ‘The Women’ of the 
previous week. 

Current attraction: Ethel Barry- 
more in ‘Whiteoaks.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ Maple- 
wood (1,460; 25-$1.00). Second week 
of new season even stronger than 
first, doing $4,600. 


Beach Spot Strong 


Brooklyn, July 18. 

Continued strong biz at Leslie 
Spiller’s Brighton theatre near the 
Coney waters. Last week’s produc- 
tion, ‘Of Mice and Men’, drew steady 
patronage for matinees and evening 
performances. 

Current ‘The Women’; next ‘Prim- 
rose Path.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Of Mice and Men’ Brighton (1,400; 
$1.00). This was second production 
at recently opened house and snared 
strong $5,000. 


Elitch Good $6,000 


: Denver, July 18. 

With grosses at Elitch running over 

st year, and three sellouts last week, 
biz is plenty gratifying. Season 
ticket holders are picking up their 
reservations more regularly and win- 
dow sales are also up. 

Estimate for Last week 

“Michael amd Mary’ Elitch (1,525; 

35-$1.25). With nine performances 














and three sellouts, the gross was 


$6,000—$300 over the same week last 
year. Current is ‘Payment Deferred.’ 


All Alone in Chi 





L’ ville Ducks Top-Price 
Seats; ‘Roberta,’ $10,500 


Louisville, July 18. 
‘Roberta’ was the operetta staged 
by the Shuberts for the second week 
of summer shows at Iroquois 
Amphitheatre, drawing good houses 


for opening night Monday (10) and 
closing Saturday (15). Biz let down 





‘Moon’ Pale $6,600 
Teeing Off Memphis 


Memphis, July 18. 

‘The New Moon,’ opening operetta 
for Reginald Hammerstein’s first 
summer at the Memphis Open Air 
Theatre, did a surprisingly low 
$6,600 in eight-day run despite per- 
fect weather. Gross was about the 
Same as last year’s best for alfresco 
amphitheatre, but disappointing in 
view of upped budget for current 
season and anticipated normal in- 
crease. Weekly nut on five-week 
season is $9,000. 

Competition of all-star baseball 
game and local first place ball club’s 
first ‘Men’s Night,’ with all males 
admitted free and drawing 13,000 
—n undoubtedly hurt ‘Moon's’ 

raw. 








slightly on the in-between perform- | 
ances, top priced seats being about | 
half-filled. Gross on the stanza was! 
approximately $10,500. 

Opening night of ‘Roberta’ a wood | 
wing fell into the orchestra pit, 
striking Ted Otten, drummer, on the 
head, and knocking him unconscious. 
Accident occurred between acts, 
when set was being struck. 


Estimate for Last Week 


‘Roberta,’ Iroquois Amphitheatre 
(3,400; 35c to $1.50) (2d week). Mon- 
day and Saturday (opening and 
closing) shows drew good houses, 
but other performances had few 
empty sections, bulk of biz being 
in lower and medium-priced sec- 
tors. No shows missed on account 
of weather and returns holding up 
okay, although slightly off from 





opening week at $10,500. 





| Coin Minimums 


} 
| 
| 
} 





(Continued from page 41) 





mum for the screen rights under the 
proposed pact. From the picture cnd, 
however, the rights might be se- 
cured for one-third as much. In ad- 
dition to the advance rights money, 
the picture backer would finance the 
production, costing as much or more, 
so that the investment would be 
around $35,000 per show. Consider- 
ing the percentage of stage failures 
to the total of seasonal productions, 
Hoilywood regards such investments 
as too costly. 


The result would be that the pic- 
ture backer would be placed in virtu- 
ally the same position as is the legit 
manager. In other words, instead of 
taking a chance, the inclination 
would be to exercise caution in back- 


*“Roberta’ opened last night (Mon< 
day) as secend attraction. 


LTC MAY GIVE 
PITT LEGIT 
COMPETISH 





Pitsburgh, July 18. 

Nixon theatre here may have legit 
competition next season for first 
time since old Alvin was converted 
into a film spot five years ago. It’s 
| understood newly-organized Legiti- 
mate Theatre Corp. is considering in- 
vading this city in the fall, although 
nothing definite has been lined up 
yet. 

Inasmuch as no regular house is 
available, possibility looms that LTC 
would play its attractions at 3,600- 
seat Syria Mosque, town’s leading 
concert hall, but hardly the most 
satisfactory spot for a theatrical at- 
traction. 

It’s known that the LTC execs 
have been in communication with 
May Beegie, No. 1 music impresario 
here, who places all of her attrac- 
tions at the Mosque, with an eye to 
having her manage the shows. The 
Beegle concert subscription lists 
would be invaluable for such an en- 
terprise. Project, however, hasn’t 
gone beyond the talking stage. 

Three plays on LTC schedule, Eva 
Le Galiienne’s ‘Hedda Gabler,’ ‘Gold- 
en Boy’ and ‘What a Life,” have al- 
ready played Pittsburgh at the Nixon. 





ing plays which would not be rea- | 


sonably sure of clicking. That would 
hardly help Broadway, in the opinion 
of showmen who have reflected on 
the proposed new agreement. 

Some opinion in legit circles is 
that the film end does not have as 
much perception in conceiving the 
merit of scripts and the possibilities 
both for stage and screen as does the 
average legit showman. That opinion 
may explain why picture people 
favor tying up with Broadway. How- 
ever, it is a well known fact that 
not a few plays are ‘made’ in re- 
hearsal, if not from the suggestions 
for rewriting from the stage pro- 
ducer. Such skill or intuition from 
the later is doubtless the explanation 
of why certain managers deliver a 
majority of Broadway successes. Yet 
none can show a record without 
goose eggs and not a few call in 
other showmen, on the chance their 
judgment may be wrong, or the 
bankroll weak. 

190% Film-Financed 

Under the proposed pact, the ‘inde- 
pendent producer’ will not be re- 
quired to put up his own cash, but 
the percentage of his ownership 
rights would be a matter of nego- 
tiation with the backer. The mini- 
mum is 10%, but that is another 
question to be ironed out, the main 


coin for the film rights. 

In addition, the backer (picture 
end) will pay to the film arbiter 
10% of the first $5,000 grossed week- 
ly, 15% up to $10,000 and 20% on all 
over that level. Figured out that the 
backer would pay $1,650 weekly on 


the show make a run of it, the film 
rights money would run to fancy fig- 
ures. 

But there are deductions to be 
made in favor of the film end. Hav- 
ing a percentage of the profits, 
which would in any event be 20% 
and possibly 30% of the film rights 
share, such money would be re- 
funded to the backer by the arbiter. 
In addition, the backer’s end of the 
stage play’s profits could materially 





The pact will come up for discus- 
sion among the managers generally 
this week and further parleys wiih 
the picture people will follow. 


hurdle at present being the ‘front’. 





| Air Strawhat 
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til Aug. 18, will be ‘Arms and the 
Man’ on Tuesday (25) and ‘Androcles 
and the Lion’ on Friday (28). 





Westport B.O. Perks 


Country playhouse at Westport, 
Conn., which had a mild opening 
week with Glenda Farrell and Nance 
O'Neil in ‘Anna Christie,” perked 
considerably last week with Ruth 
Gordon in ‘Here Today.’ Comedy 
about a Dorothy Parker-like charac- 
ter was a hit with Westport audi- 
ences, and business built satisfactor- 
ily through the week. Miss Gordon’s 
performance drew praise, while Ethel 
Wilson, Helen Brooks, King Calder 
and Emmett Rogers were admired in 
supporting parts. 

Production was an exchange from 
the Berkshire playhouse, Stock- 
bridge, Mass. With Florence Reed 
replacing Miss Gordon as the star, 
the same troupe is this week offering 
‘The Circle’ Will take the Somerset 
Maugham play back to Stockbridge 
next week. 








‘Divorcee’ Toppers 

Mt. Kisco, N. Y., July 18. 
| Esme O’Brien, New York deb, 
geis a principal part in ‘The Gay 


| Divorcee,’ first musical to be done 
| here 





Sherwood Back With 
‘Abe’ Screen Script 


Robert E. Sherwood, playwright, 
returned from Europe Monday (17) 
with the completed picture adapta- 
tion of his play, ‘Abe Lincoln in Ili- 
nois. Author did some work on 
the script while abroad and Jeaves 
for the Coast tomorrow (Thursday) 
to discuss the picture with RKO Ra- 
dio executives. 

Sherwood conferred with English 
playwrights and discussed proposed 
international agreement of dram- 
atists in the U.S. and Europe with 
Maj. Gen. Ian Hay Beith, president 
of the Dramatists Club in London. 
Nothing conclusive arrived at, due 
to complete concentration of the 
British with the war scare. 


LADIES’ SMASH 
286 IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, July 18. 

Helen Hayes and Herbert Mar- 
shall in the new Charles McArthur- 
Ben Hecht play, ‘Ladies and Gentle- 
men,’ are playing to s.r.o. biz at the 
Curran. Demand for tickets is so 
great that extra seats are being put 
in wherever possible all over the 
house. 

Playing its fourth and last week, 
‘Tobacco Road’ has managed to pick 
up some of the overflow from the 
Curran. Tourists in town also have 
helped “Tobacco Road’ considerably. 

‘Cavalcade of the Golden West’ 
and ‘Folies Bergere’ are still the two 
leaders at the Golden Gate Inter- 
national Exposition on 
Island. 

Estimates fer Last Week 

‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ Curran 
(1,770; $3.30) (ist week).—-Interest 
in Helen Hayes and Herbert Mar- 
shall is terrific, resulting in smash 
biz in the nabe of $28,000. 

‘Tobacco Kead,’ Geary (1,550; 
, $1.65) (4th final week).—In view of 
pan notices on cast and general pro- 
duction, ‘Road’ has done remark- 
ably well. Final stint reported to be 
$7,000, which is plenty good. 

Treasure Island 

‘Cavaleade of the Golden West,’ 
Cavalcade (5,000; $1.10) (20th week). 
Still doing okey. Got about $22,000 
for the 20th stint. 

‘Folies Bergere,’ California Audi- 
torium ($3,300: 75 cents) (13th 
week ).—Expo buying display space 
in the dailies and also billboards on 
‘Bergere,’ which is still one of the 
expo’s best biz getters. Last week, 
$21,000. 








Treasure 


Clicks for Cleve Symph 


Cleveland, July 18. 

Turning civic auditorium into a 
garden setting with dining table 
seats at a $1 top, Rudolph Ringwald’s 
Cleveland summer orchestra of 78 
pieces started pop concert series by 
pulling 5,500 into 10,000-seated hal! 
on a hot night. Second two went 
even better than that in attendance. 

Symphony group from Severance 
Hall is giving nine more concerts 
with Ida Krehm, Virginia Johnson, 
Henry Pildner, Muriel Dickson and 
Jean Tennyson as guest soloists. 
Victor Kolar and Burle Marx also 
slated to take over baton as guest 
conductors in final August sessions. 





Richard Bennett will appear next 
week in ‘They Knew What They 
Wanted.’ 





Chatter 


| Charles Walters, late of ‘I Mar-| John Beal will play the Leslie 


ried An Angel,’ will be in the Fred | Howard part in Robert E. Sherwood’s 


| and John Hoysrodt in the parts 
played on Broadway -by Luella 
, Gear and Eric Blore. 





Bucks Countv’s Added Mat. 
New Hope. Pa., July 18. 
Bucks County Playhouse here in- 
augurated a Saturday matinee this 
week in an endeavor to take care of 
| the overflow audience that has pat- 
ronized it from its start three wecks 





- ago. Wednesday matinees have been | 
reduce the money actually invested. presented right along and will be| lowing week. 


continued. 

Current show is ‘Boy Mects Girl,’ 
with Florence McGee, the brat of 
| ‘Children’s Hour,” who is a localite. 








plays which grossed $12,000. Should! qusire role. with Mildred Natwick | ‘The Petrified Forest’ the week of 
| July 31 at Stockbridge, Mass... Re- 


vised version by Anita Loos of her 
‘Gentlemen Prefer Biondes’ will be 
offered at the New England play- 
house, Ridgefield, Conn., for two 
weeks beginning July 31, with Marie 
Wilson, picture actress, starred. The 
comedy may be brought to Broadway 
in the fall. Hunter Gardner 
will play Pastor Manders in ‘Ghosts’ 
at Mt. Kisco, N. Y., the week of July 
31 and at Westport, Conn., the fol- 
Kitty, Carlisle 
will tryout an untitled new play at 
the Spa theatre, Saratogo, N. Y., the 
week of Aug. 21. Billie Burke is 
being sought for ‘The Vinegar Tree.’ 


Bway Bouncing Out of Slump; 
Paris OK $18,000, ‘Yokel Boy’ 
Moderate $13,500, ‘Lincoln’ 156 





Broadway bounced back last week 
from the duliness ef the Fourth 
of July week, but grosses did net 
reach the levels prior to the holiday 
dive, except in two or three in- 
stances, Present going is pivotal in 
boxoffice trends and, while gradual 
betterment is anticipated, August is 
indicated to be the period for sub- 
stantial business. 

There may be a sudden spurt, how- 
jever, what with startling Wall Street 
‘activity. Upturn in stocks Monday 
|(17), when some securities jumped 
four and more points, with heavy in- 
crease in trading then and on Tues- 
day, should portend better times and 
may react favorably on Broadway. 
Brokerage offices seethed with ae- 
tivity and all ‘Scotch leaves’ were 
rescinded—employees who had -been 
laid off on the stagger system, being 
called back. 

‘Yokel Boy’, the newest musical, 
fared moderately, getting $13.500 for 
the first full week at the Majestic. 
Cooler weather which arrived over 
the week-end was expected to betier 
attendance. ‘Hellzapoppin‘ picked up 
, to $27,000 and ‘Streets of Paris’, now 
;the runner-up, got ever $18,000. 
Suspension of ‘Leave It To Me’ may 
jhelp the other musicals. 
| Best pick-up among the dramas 
was by ‘Abe Lincoln’ which topped 
$15,000, probably because it was the 
final week for Raymond Massey, who 
went to Hollywood. ‘No Time For 
Comedy’ approximated the same 
gross; ‘Philadelphia Story’ moved up- 
ward, holding the straight show lead- 








ership with $18,500, while ‘Little 
Foxes’ also got substantial atten- 
dance. 


‘The American Way’ relighted at 
the Center Monday (17) promisingly, 
box office spurting for the event. 
Fleck of parties have been booked 
for the near future. 

Withdrawal this week of ‘I Must 
Love Someone’, Vanderbilt, and ‘Out- 
ward Bound’, Playhouse, will lower 
the legit list to 11 attractions. Next 
show due in is ‘Scandals’, which 
opens in Atlantic City July 31 and 
comes to the Alvin about Aug. 15, 
house getting a cooling system before 


then. 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Plymouth 
(40th week) (D-1,036; $3.30). At- 
tendance picked up during final 
week for Raymond Massey; takings 
shading $15,000; should plav through 
balance of summer; Richard Gaines 
now playing lead. 

‘Helizapoppin,’ Winter 
(35th week) (R-1.671; $3.30). 
holds list leadership with most per- 
formances selling out; © up 
after Fourth drop a bettered 
$27,000. 

‘I Must Love Semeone.’ Vanderbilt 
(24th week) (C-800; $3.30). Final 
week; away in red despite length of 
engagement; around %4,000: house to 
be used for broadcasting (NBC) for 
next three months or more. 


‘Ne Time for Cemedy,’ Barrymore 
(14th week) (CD-1,006; $3.30). Three 
matinees, but no Saturday perform- 
ances; improved considerably last 
week with gross quoted over $15,000. 

‘Streets ef Paris,’ Broadhurst (5th 
week) (R-1,116; $4.40). Substantial 
business with takings up somewhat: 
around $18,000; laugh revue has 
matinee weakness, but okay nights. 


‘The America: Way, Center 
(D-3.433-$3.30) (resumed engage- 
ment) (2ist week). After leading 


list for several months suspended 
for five weeks; relighted Monday 
(17) with fair advance sale. 


‘The Little Foxes,’ National (23d 
week) (D-1,164; $3.20). Along with 
other leaders business recovered 
after the holiday week dip: last week 
over $12,500. 


‘The Philadelphia Stery.” Shubert 
(17th week) (C-1,367; $3.30). Sum- 
mer going featured by matinees, 
when standees are drawn: uv some- 
what last week; around $18,500. 

‘Tebacce Read,’ Forrest (293d 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Road show 
‘San Franciseo) doing prsfiigble 
business; gross here around $3,500, 
which is even break; aiming for run 
record. 

‘Yokel Bey.’ Majestic (34 week) 
(M-1,717; $3.30). First full week 
drew moderate attendance; gross ap- 
proximated $13500; lower price 
tickets mostly in demand; better 
weather will help. 

REVIVAL 

‘Outward Bound.’ Playhouse (31st 
| week) (D-873; $3.30). Final week; 
bus/ness off; frequent cast withdraw- 
als; slight profit at $5,000. . 

ADDED 


‘From Vienna,’ Music Box (5th 
week). Refugee revue needs better 
grosses if sticking; has been sup- 
ported partly by fund raised by 
sponsors; $4,000. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (85th 
week). Some imorovement with 
gross approaching $7,000 mark; labor 
unionists revue has modest operating 
nut and turns weekly profit. 
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{ 
Boston Daily’s New Makeup | 

Boston Evening Transcript an-| 
nounced yesterday (Tuesday) com- 
plete revision of its front page| 
makeup, effective July 20. To be} 
called ‘Newscope.’ All local, do- 
mestic and foreign news, with some 
pictures, will be summarized on 
page one, and news slants will be 
interpreted by injection of back- 
ground stuff. Inside of paper will 
remain as is, expanding details of 
news condensed on page one. Spe- | 
cial ‘Newscope’ staff of five writers | 
and cameraman will be headed by 
Hamilton Thornquist, formerly city 
editor. 

Idea, admitteadly pett-rned after 
news treatment by ‘Time’ and 
‘Newsweek,’ has been mulled by the 
daily press for years, but the 
Transcript the first sheet to) 
execuie it 





is 


Reprint Problem Gets More Se 

Story reprint problem, solution 
for which is engaging the efforts of 
a special committee of publishers 
and writers, made more complex by 
action of one of the top-flight slick 
mags in following some of the pulps. 
Ladies Home Journal carrying in its 
current issue reprint of the Daphne 
du Maurier best-selling novel, ‘Re- 
becca.’ 

While belief was expressed at re- 
cent meetings of the special com- 
mittee that the slicks would be 
brought into the reprint thing, it 
was not foreseen that one of the 
slicks itself would be an ‘offender.’ 
Had been pointed out that reprints 
in newspapers and newspaper sup- 
plements bothered the slick mags. 

As a result of the Ladies Home 
Journal use of a reprint, slicks now 
faced with exactly the same problem 
as the pulps. Now quite likely that 
the slick mag publishers will join ac- 
tively with the special committee for 
a quick solution of the reprint prob- 
lem. 


Scribner’s Contest Called Off 

As result of an order issued by 
Federal Judge Vincent L. Leibell in 
N.Y., Random House-Scribner’s Mag- 
azine short novel contest is declared 
off, and around 1,000 writers will get 
their manuscripts back without any 
of the five prizes of $800 each being 
awarded. 

Application of the court order re- 
sulted from suspension of Scribner’s 
Magazine, with result that Magazine 
Associates, mag’s publisher, could 
not put up the $2,500. it was to have 
contributed to the prize money. 

Previously, it was reported, a num- 
ber of other periodicals had been 
asked to sub for Scribner's in co- 
sponsorship of the contest. Only 
one, Red Book Magazine, interested, 
and assigned a reader to glim the 
entries. Failing to find any scripts 
suitable, Red Book turned down the 
proposition, 





Hearst Signs—But In East 

Although Hearst Chicago news- 
paper management is firm in refusal 
to give in to demands of striking 
Newspaper Guild members of the 
Evening American and Herald & 
Examiner, out now for seven months, 
N. Y. management has concluded a 
Guild contract with the N. Y. Jour- 
nal-American staff. 

Pact, first on the paper, represents 
as notable a Guild achievement in 
the East as the continued strike in 
Chi is a blow to the newsmen’s group 
in the mid-West. Journal and 

American contract calls for pay in- 
. creases exceeding $128,000 a year, 

job security, severance pay and other 

benefits. Covers around 750 em- 
ployees. 

Rare angle to the unique contract 
is decision of the Journal and Amer- 
ican Guild members to donate first 
week’s raises to Chicago Guildsmen 


to help them in their strike against 
Hearst. 





Adolph Ochs’ Estate 
Late Adolph S. Ochs, publisher of 
the N. Y. Times, who died April 8, 
1935, left a net estate, before taxes, 
of $12,211,422, according to transfer 


_ —tex-appraisal filed last week. Prin- 


cipal assets were his stock interests 
in the N. Y. Times Co., valued at 
$11,018,152. 

Bulk of the estate constituted into 
a trust fund for benefit of his widow, 
Effie Wise Ochs, and daughter, 
Iphigene Ochs Sulzberger. Widow 
died May 6, 1937, with all of the in- 
come now payable to Mrs. Sulz- 
berger. 





10c ‘Mein Kampf’ Stopped 
Continuing its efforts against al- 
leged violation of its copyright: on 
Adolf Hitler’s book, ‘Mein Kampf,’ 
Houghton Mifflin Co. has procured 
temporary injunction against sale of 





Co., Sam C. Markus 
Sterne. 

Action follows that against Stack- 
pole Sons, enjoined from publishing 
regular edition of the book similar 
to that brought out by Houghton 
Mifflin. 


and Harry 





Ray Huber's New Post 
Ray A. Huber, publisher for 
Scripps-Howard of the N. Y. World- 
Telegram until a year ago, upped to 
the post of general business inanager 
of the Scripps-Howard papers. Suc- 
ceeds William G. Chandler, who goes 


on the newspaper chain’s advisory 
board. 
Publisher of the World-Telegram 


for seven years, Huber went into the 
general office of Scripps-Howard 
when relinquishing that post to Milt 
Aylesworth. Had previously served 


|on other papers of the chain, 





C. H. Duell’s Firm 

C. Halliwell Duell, who quit about 
a month ago as v.p. of William Mor- 
row & Co., setting up his own book- 
publishing company. Has formed 
Duell & Co., Inc., and has opened 
offices in the Grand Central area, 
Staff now being gathered by Duell, 
and he’s also begun to read book 
scripts. Expects to get out the first 
books under his own imprint early 
in 1940. Present plans call for a gen- 
eral list, containing both fiction and 
non-fiction, 


Brooks In On Nutmeg? 
Joseph Brooks reported buying in 
on Heywood Broun’s Nutmeg, and 
to take post of publisher of the 
weekly. Occasioned by Broun’s Con- 
gressional ambitions, another active 
publishing head giving Broun more 
time to devote to his projected cam- 
paign and, of course, attendance in 
Washington if elected. 

Brooks is the former husband of 
Alicia Patterson, daughter of the 
publisher of the N.Y. Daily News. 


Melvin Purvis’ Daily 

Melvin Purvis, former G-man who 
was John Dillinger’s nemesis, has 
announced that he will launch a 
daily newspaper in his native state 
of South Carolina—at Florence. He 
says that publication will start 
about August 1. 

J. A. Zeigler, formerly of the 
Florence (S. C.) Morning News, will 
be the editor. 





Vic Olmstead Buys 3 
Victor C. Olmstead has purchased 
the Murphy (N, C.) Cherokee Scout, 
the Junaluska Journal, and the 
Graham County News from L. A. 
Lee, of Murphy, N. C. 
Olmstead enters the North Caro- 
lina scene from Washington, 





Esquire Corp. Solo Again 
Esquire-Coronet, Inc., Delaware, 
changed its name back to Esquire, 
Inc. 
Notice of change filed at Albany 
by Pam, Hurd & Reichman, Chicago 
attorneys. 





LITERATI OBITS 


Benjamin H. Hartogensis, 74, mag 
contribber and former newspaper- 
man, died Thursday (13) in Balti- 
more. An associate editor of the 
Philadelphia Jewish Exponent at the 
turn of the century, he later joined 
the editorial staff of the Baltimore 
American. In his mag pieces he spe- 
cialized in historial subjects. Sister 
survives. 

Joseph R. Kathrens, 76, former 
newspaper publisher and editor, died 
Thursday (13) in Dayton, Ohio, fol- 
lowing an operation. Beginning 
newspaper work on the Atchison 
(Kan.) Globe more than a half cen- 
tury ago, he later purchased and op- 
erated the Sioux City (Ia.) Times, 
now the evening edition of that city’s 
Journal, 

Hugh Almeron Sprague, 74, pub- 
lisher of the St. Joseph (Mo.) 
Gazette and the News-Press, died 
July 11. Had been publisher and 
v.p. of the News Corporation since 
1927,-and publisher of the Gazette 
since 1928. Beginning his career as 
a reporter on the St. Joseph News 
in 1891, he became editor and pub- 
lisher of the St. Joseph Journal 
of Commerce a year later. Joined 
the News in 1895. 

Lapsley G. Walker, 84, editor of 
the Chattanooga (Tenn.) Times since 
1903, died Wednesday (12) after a 
long illness. Began newspaper work 
in 1882 on the Chattanooga Demo- 
crat, going to the Times a year later. 
Became managing editor in 1885, Al- 





‘though he retired from active edi- 


torial work in 1932, paper's masthead 
continued to carry.his name as edi- 


;tor, and until about a year ago he 


10c. abridged newsprint edition of | visited his office almost daily. 


the work. Enjoined from putting 
out the 10c. edition are the Noram 
Publishing Co., Inc., Caslon Publica- 
tion Service, Inc., Interborough News 





| 


Albert W. Keane, sports editor of 
the Hartford (Conn.) Courant for 
past 13 years, died July 11 after ill- 
ness of several months. 





Had served | 


a number of papers in the east be- 
fore joining the Courant. 

William J. Hines, 71, retired 
founder of the Lander (Wyo.) Even- 
ing Post, died Sunday (16), Form- 
erly published a paper in Corry, Pa. 

James Weber Linn, 63, novelist 
and former Chicago newspaper col- 
umnist, died Sunday (16? at his sum- 
mer home in Lakeside, Mich. Con- 
ducted a column for 16 years, on the 
Chicago Herald, Herald-Examiner 
and Daily Times. Besides authoring 
a number of novels, he also did a 


| 





couple of book biogs and contributed 


to the mags. Most recently had | 
served as a member of the [Illinois | 
legislature, 


V. H. Richards, 41, drama editor 
of the Toledo Times, died Saturday | 
(15) after an extended illness. 

James Albert Riker, 53, member of | 
the staff of the Musical Courier for 
past 25 years, died Sunday (16) at 
his home in N. Y. Was with Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, bock publishers, be- 
fore going to the musical mag. Wife 
and a daughter survive. 

Clara Lanza, 83, novelist and con- 
tribber to mags and newspapers, 
died Friday (14) in N. Y. after a 
three-year illness. Her novels wide- 
ly read before the turn of the cen- 
tury. Three sons survive. 

John Henry Hopkins, 71, founder 
and prez of the book-publishing 
house bearing his name, died Friday 
(14) in N. Y. Organized the firm in 
1909, after service with the Thomas 
Y. Crowell Co. Was the ‘discoverer’ 
of Robert W. Service, the poet. 
Survived by his wife and a son. 

Angus MeNeill, 79, staff cartoonist 
on the Chicago Evening American, 
died Saturday (15). Served on the 
Chicago Tribune about 40 years ago, 
and. on papers in N. Y., Philadelphia, 
Louisville and Cincinnati before 
joining the Evening American. 

Fred R. Marvin, 70, former editor 
of the old N. Y. Daily Commercial, 
died Friday (14) at his farm near 
Westminster, Vt. Edited a number 
of papers on the Coast and in the 
West before coming to N. Y. Re- 
tired from newspaper work in 1928. 
Widow and a son survive 


CHATTER 

Maud Parrish back to China. 

Henry Collins Brown has gone 
abroad. 

Pierre Lyautey, the French scrib- 
bler, here. 

Margaret Fishback 
her Maine farm. 

Stuart Cloete in Paris, and gets 
back next month. 

Carl Crow back Monday (i7) from 
China by way of London. 

Charles Saxhy to the Sierras to 
polish off a new whodunit. 

Edward Adolphe new addition to 
the Newsweek editorial staff. 

Marion Nicholi Rawson at Alstead, 
N. H., finishing off a new book. 

Hector Bolitho has put the ex- 
periences of his recent U. S. trip into 
a book. 

Mort Braus and Leo Loeb sold 
their novelette, ‘So Early to Rise,’ 
to Argosy. 

Baron Valentin Mandelstamm 
back in Hollywood to write maga- 
zine series. 

Aimee Torriani having her book, 
‘Jester’s Prayer,’ published by Ran- 
dom House. 

Sigman Byrd gets in from Texas 
shortly for a gander at the N. Y. 
World’s Fair. 

Mildred Falk, associate editor of 
the American Merk, the bride of 
Edgar P. Loew. 

Fred Rodell and Katherine Carn, 
who met when both were on the staff 
of Fortune, wed. 

Harold Gray, the ‘Little Orphan 
Annie,’ creator, has bought a new 
place at Westport, Conn. 

Deems Taylor’s, ‘Music On the 
Air,’ will be published by Simon 
& Schuster in September. 

Boys and girls of the Book and 
Magazine Guild will hold an outing 
in Jersey on Saturday (22). 

‘The American Drama Since 1918,’ 
by Joseph Wood Krutch, due for fall 
publication by Random House. 

William I. Nichols, who recently 
quit as editor of Sunset Magazine, 
joins This Week as assistant editor. 

Arthur Guiterman to his summer 
place in Arlington, Vt., and will stay 
there until N. Y. gets drafty again. 

Louise Andrews off for a month 
in England and Scotland, after get- 
ting publication of her new novel 
set. - 

Francis G. Plecker, U. S. rep for 
Thomas Skinner, Ltd., the London 
publisher, married Marguerite Cath- 
erine Thomas. 

Frank Bunce, author of Satevepost 
story series, holed up in a cabin in 
the Wisconsin woods, turning out 
some new stuff. 

Louis Bromfield getting time off 


vacashing at 





from his Hollywood script-writing 
chores to go to Boulder, Colo., to | 
serve on the staff of the Writers’| 
Conference of the University of| 
Boulder from July 24 to Aug. 11.) 


a 











Bills Next Week 








(Continued from page 39) 


Belva White 
Magley Gls 
Ginger & Alma 
Johnny Poat 
Thelma Ward 
Lane Arnold 
Chet Boswell 
Prosper & Maret 


Chez Paree 


Wally Valentine 
Ore 


Clover Club 


Jing Brynd Ore 
|} Cab Horvath 
Faye Roberts 
Mary Kaye 
Cleo & Ruth 

2 Coeds 


Club Forest 
Virginia Grey 
Berdine Dickson 
Helen Kaye 
Vera Welsh 
Mickey Goldman 

Club Madrid 
Jimmy Rotas Ore 
Jack Spangler 
Selby 2 
Janette Reid 
Millie Grosse 
Club Milwaukean 
Oito Richter Ore 


Club Sahara 
Gordie Bennett Ore 


Club Terris 


Gordon Genschore 
Mona Henderson 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Kathieen Kaye 
Dale & Dale 
Jean Renard 
June Hurley 
Congo Club ~- 
Christine Mayberry 
Irma Wagner 
Yvonne Broadway 
Cristana Buckner 
Morton Brown 
Leonard Gay Ore 


Cornies Ship 
Ben Boe Orc 
Bobbie Stuart 
Ralph Lewis 
Fadya Kubikoft 
Louis Streeter 

Devines Eagles 
Billy Baer Ore 
Bob Garrity Ore 
Gloria Gale 

Mamie’s Grotto 
Gus Brhley Ore 
Virg Hoffman 

Hotel Schroeder 

(Empire Room) 
Red Roberts Ore 
Mabel Drake 

Karl Ratach’s 
Sepple Boch Ore 
Helene Sturn 
Walter Merhoff 
Marguerite Dibble 

Lar en’s 
Ray Meadows Ore 

Last Round Up 
Jimmy Raye Ore 
Ken Keck 

Lindy’s 
Billy Herbert 
Marty Hoft 
Victor 

Log Cabin 
Carl Bergman Ore 

Miami Club 
Avis Kent 
Peggy Lynn 
Donnie Davis 
Joe Rio 
Yvonne & Everett 
Evelyn Nesbit 
Ray Martell 
Jay & Lucille 
4 Queens 
Peggy Geary 
Gene Emerald 
Johnny Davis Ore 

Modernistic 
Johnny Davis Ore 
Len Esche 
Maureen Rosay 
Steve Swedis Ore 

Oasis 
I.eo Shaw Ore 
Snooks Hartman 

Old Hetdelberg 
Eddie Zipp Ore 
Donna LuPau 
Ria De Vere 
Peggy Hall 


St Clair & Durand 
Nonie Morrisoa 
Louis Streeter 
Bobbie Kae 

Paris 


Joe Gumin Ore 
Keuny Kay 
Little Ray 
Bill Davidson 
Plantation Club 
Bert Bailey Ora 
Mary Webb 
Plantation 6 
Brown & Lyons 
Hunky Brown 
Buddy Tenier 
3 Jokers 
Rendezvous 
Bob Matheson Orc 
Grace Brown 
Rendezvous 123 
La Nore Sis 
Marge O'Brien 
Helen Shower 
Evelyn .Parr 
Jerry Lynn 
Billy Lamont 
Reno 
Biff Blake Ore 
Vivian Hotter 
Rusty_ Banks 
Ann Cregg 
Alma Williams 
Helen Claire 
Jean Hamilton 


Romona Brownviil 
Scaler’s 
George Wald Ore 

Marie Kecky 


Jessie & Viola 
Dorothy Hamiltos 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costello 
706 Club 
Babe Laway Ore 
Teddy Capp 
Schwartz 
Eddie Thiessen Orc 
Ray Wick 
Irene Griggs 
Claude Parmenter 
Six Point Club 
Casper Reda Ors 
State Gardens 
Earl Rigg Ore 
Irene Schrank 
Anita Allen 
Rose Marie 
June Herman 
Eddie Kube 
Flo Bell 
Betty Lane 
Jean Jacques 
Jack & Jill 
Strand Aaner 
Simeon Philipoff 
Bort Snyder 
Elburta Johnson 
Billie Lamont 
Sunset Club 
Eddie Apple 
Tic Top Tap 
Joey Feldstein Ore 
Ken Leslie 
Billy Gray 
Jerry Bergen 
Emma Galder 
Betty Jerome 
Natalle & Howard 
Betty Robin 
Edith Griffith 
Town and Country 
Club 


Tinney Liveng’d Orc 
Larry Powell 
Irene Burke 
Helen Savage 
Joan Rogers 
Mignon 
Rags Gallagher 
Joan Harris 
June Cole 

Toy’s 
Case Landis Ore 
26th & North Club 
Kay Crandell Orc 
Wirth’s Faturistice 


Bill Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 
Vailie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 
Wisconsin Roof 
Bernie Young Ore 
M Merrymaker Orc 
Tom Sheridan 
Cappy Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine Beguette 
Zunker Gardens 





Lyle Stann Orc 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
Hughie Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 


Arlington Lodge 
Kier Morrison Orc 


Balconades 
Clyde Knight Ore 
Janet Lee 


Bill Green's 
Jack McLean Ore 
Tommy Cunn’gham 
3 Jacks 
Howdy Snortland 
Stormy Gormely 
Don Gilbert 

Crest 
Jimmy Smith Orc 
Eddie Jones 
June Gardner 
Jack Rodgers 
Carnevale Puppets 

Club Carlisle 
Red Mitchell Ore 

Club Carlton 
Neil Brant 
Di Carmo 
Nita Norman 


Cork and Bottle 
Carla Moore 
Nick Parille 

Eddie Peyton’s - 


Mike Peyton 
Bertha Muller 


El Congo 
King Bass Orc 
Tondelayo & Lopez 
Grant Page 
Nick Brooks 
Ruth Baker 
Hazel Calloway 
Billie McAllister 


Evergreen Gardens 


George Baurer Orc 
Lilly Sloan 





Sally Paimer 
Sherry Lane 
Hotel Heaury 
Dale Harkness Ore 
Hotel Jacktown 
Freddy Castle Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Bon Aire 3 
Hetel Scheniey 
Howard Baum Ore 
Buzz Aston 
Jack Rogers 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Rilly Catizone 
Harry Martin 
Johnny Frits 
Al Dilernia 
Italian Gardens 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Bernie Perella 
Michael Strange 
Johnny Morris 
Dick Smith 
Betty Nylander 
Larry & Davis 
Nora Lewis 
Kenny wood 
Dick Barrie Ore 
Anita Boyer 
Hal Stewart 
Roberts & Shaffer 
Albanis 
Monterey 
Springer 
New Penn 
Henry Blauth Orc 
Marty Miller 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Orc 
Bob Carter 
Chick & Lea 
Zang & Todd 
Maurine & Norva 
Angelo Di Palma 
Nut Honse 
H. Nossokoff Orc 
Boogy -W oogy 


Billy Ore 


Jack Lewis 

Zip Klein 

Reggie Dvorak 

Al Mercur 

Jim Buchanan 

Pines 

Lee Shelley Ore 

Paul Warner 

Aleece Graves 
Plaza Cafe 

Jimmy Peyton Ore 

Palmer & Morgan 

Dewey Moon 

Mimi Chevalier 


Alpine Village + 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Robbins Family 
3 Freshmen 
Lonette Sisters 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 


Avalon 
Hy Barron Ore 
Bessie Brown 
Thelma Sloe 
Bonnie LaVonne 
Deane & Thomas 
Dorothey Wayne 


Airway Club 


Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 


Cedar Country Club 
Frank Derrick Orc 
Monette Moore 
Slim Thomas 
Pedro & DeLors 
Myra Taylor 


Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Bloomfield & G 
Streamlined Sue 
Duke & Prince 
Dick Montgomery 
Helen Wiles 


Chateau 
Pete Geraci Ore 
Leon LeVerdie 
Art West 
Leon's line 


College Inna 
Norman Brill Ore 
Robbie Collins 
Jack Raynor 


Freddie’s Cafe 
Tony Emma Oreo 
Enid Philipps 
Lyle Foster 
Eddie Barnes 
Texas Rockets 


Golden Glow 
Pau! Simonetti Ore 
Mary Lou 
Gladys Delmar 
Camille 

Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Ore 
Harold Copeland 
Bill Lochman 
Lola Walker 
Harry Meyers 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 


Lowry Clark Ore 
(Motor Bar) 
Vie Abbs Orc 


Chene-Trombley 
‘The Drunkard’ 
Marty Souther 
E A Ferguson 
Gertrude Winer 
Billy Morell 
Hank Finney Ore 


Eastwood Gardens 

Glen Gray Ore 
Imperial Club 

Florenza 

Chiquita 

Joyce Baker 

Marie Montague 

Norman Priest 

Nub Brown Orc 


Jefferson Beach 
Jack McLean Orc 
Val Setz 

Club Lido 
Four Hawaiians 

Nebiolo's 
Yevo & Doro 
Freddie Maher 
Di Giovanni 
Monty Wysong 
Ray Carlin Ore 

Northwood Inn 
Ted & Mary Taft 
El Cota 
Bea Lang 
George Smith Orc 

Oasis 


Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretta 


Webster Hall 
Nelson Maples Or 
Billy Rizzo . 
George Weber 
Buzz Mayer 

West View 
Baron Elliott Org 
Beverly Bennett 
Babe Rhodes 


Chicquita Dick Mack 
Mickey Ross 
Riviera American Flyers 
Earl Mellen Ore Willows 
Show Boat Bili Marshall Ora 
H. M. Doleman Or| Barbara Bush 
Verne & Arlene Johnny Duffy 
CLEVELAND 


Hatton’s Club 
Lenny Colyer 
Bob Armstrong 
Lois Miller 
Ruth Parker 
Kay Krisiman 
Mary Jane 
Hotel Allerton 
Sondra & J Steele 
Hotel Cleveland 
Gene Erwin Ore 
Walt Bergen Ore 
Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
Babe Sherman 
Joe Rose 
Hotel Hollendea 
Bob Millar Ore 
Sammy Walsh 
Lois Kaye 
Top-Hatters 
Judy Janis 
Romany Three 
Jack & Eddie's 
Chick Williams 
Arlene Rice Ore 
Vic Corpora 
Lindsay's Sky-Club 
Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Pearl De Luca 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Willard Pott’s Ore 
Marilyn Maynard 
Grant Wilson 
Mounds Club 
Dunes Boya 
Jules DeVorzoa 
Jack Webb 
Ohie Villa 
Freddie Cartone 
Mickey Katz 
3 Wilds 
Paul & Petite 
Barbara Long 
Pol-Mar line 
Southern Tavera 
Ted King Orc 
Don Kaye 
Stanley Club 
Karyl Norman 
Sonny Brooks Ore 
Ubangi Club 
Tommy Barnes Ore 
Hertel Collins 
Ethel Avery 
Rose Morgan 
Sonny Carr 


Or 


DETROIT 


Frank Brooks 
Mary Jane 


Palm Beach 


Amos Jacobs 
Dino & Rosita 
Don Arden Line 
Eddie Rogers Urs 


Powatan 


Wesley Whitech'se 
Barbara Long 
Winnie Hoveler Gle 
Sammy Dibert Ore 


Redford loa 
Don Miller 


Saks 
Dancing Remos 
Johnny Hale 
Shirley Handler 
Dorothy Maye 
Betty Robin 
Don Juan Rodrico 0 


San Diege 


June Carmen 

Val Setz 

Marlyn Braiitan 
Geo Presnell 
Merle & Earl Ore 


Statler Hotel 

(Terrace Koom) 
Frank Gagen Ora 

To-Jo Farms 
Hal Boorn Oro 


Walled Lake Casine 


Tommy Tucker Ore 
Amy Arnell 


Westwood Gardens 
Blue Barron Ore 





Ken Conroy 
Jans & Lynton 


Babettes 


Eric Correa Ore 
Vernon & Vanoft 
Dorothy Wood 
Flo & Gloria Hart 
Bath and Turf Club 
Bill Brady 
Alma & Roland 
Tommy Monros 
Vira Niva 
Helene & Donaldson 
Harry Dobbs Orc 
Celebrity Club 
Alan Gale 
Ben Tracey 
Frances Leslie 
Sonny & 8S Dahl 
Stewart Sis 
Ruthie Warren 
Eddy Bradd Ore 
Clicquot Club 
Alice Fields 
George Scotti 
Edythe Fields 
Mike Keeley 
C Roberts Ore 
Jo» Camoratta 
Bobby Varges 
Harlem Club 
Larry Steele 
Detroit Red 
Myra Johnson 
Lois Deppe 








Billy Nightingale 
H Penn & Penneties 


Ernie Straub 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Paddock Club 


Marie Kibbe 

Billie Harris 
Paradise Club 

Charlie Johnson OF 

6 Lindy Hoppers 

Wila Mae Low 

Willie Jackson 

Bill Bailey 

Edward Sis 

Kaloaha 

Lethia Hal! 

Bobby Caston 

Raymond & Yord 

Henry Wetzel 

Margaret Watkins 

Billy Griffin 

Kitty Murray 

Mae Lewis 
President Hotel 

Lola King Ore 
Renault Tavere 

(Frank Palumbv's? 

Lee Bartel 

Deno & Lee 

6 Yvonettes 

Toppers 

Pops & LeRoy 

Frank Hall 

Jon Arthur Orc 

Ritz Merry Go Rad 


Nat Brandwynne O 
Dale Sherman 
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CHATTER 





VARIETY 





se 





Broadway 


Hazel Flynn due back from Holly- 
wood Aug. 1. : ner 

Roy Smart, Kincey-Wilby division 
manager, in town. 

Al Christie in from Coast to see 
E. W. Hammons. 

John Cecil Holm is seriously ill in 
a Connecticut hospital. 

Jack Lait and Damon Runyon col- 
Jabing on film scenario. 

Elmer Rice slated to return from 
Europe on clipper plane. 

Harry W. Conn back to Hollywood; 
soon returns to open office. 

Carmen Lombardo building a boat- 
house around his speed craft. 

Jay C. Flippen stepped out of 
character and got a hair cut. 

Dr. Leo Michel got himself a dose 
of poison ivy over last weekend. 

Harry (Columbia prez) Cohn may 
do a q.t. sneak to Europe on vacash. 

Billy (MCA) Stein back to the 
Frisco expo after glomming the N.Y. 
Fair. 

Connie Freeman, Jess’ wife, in 
Queens hospital as result of flu in- 
fection. 

Portia Scheefer, of Paramount’s 
legal department, left Saturday (15) 
for Havana. 

Dr. Saul .C. Colin, international 
ae broker, Yankee Clippering to 





rance on the Aug. 4 flight. 

E. Paul Phillips has moved his 
family to Westport for the summer, 
commuting up over weekends, 

Ruth Golden, daughter of Eddie 
Golden, Monogram v.p., is taking the 
big leap with Laurence Witten. 

Gene Autry’s horses were shipped 
to London Friday by slow freight. 
Their owner sails next Wednesday. 

Only the niteries on those com- 
bination ‘tours’ look like they’re do- 
ing biz, but it’s chiefly cut-rate 
trade. 

Jack Sonn, London agent, who’s 
been o0.0’ing acts here, has completed 
negotiations and returns to England 
July 19. 

A. L. Burks, with Meiro in the 
Charlotte territory, in Mt. Sinai hos- 
pital; appendicitis and gall bladder 
operation. Reported doing all right. 

Ethel Merman may go into the 
new Bert Wheeler-Bert Lahr- 
Charlie Butterworth musical for 
Buddy DeSylva-Cole Porter. 

Joe Moskowitz leaves for the Coast 
the end of the week for conferences 
with Darryl F. Zanick. Joe Schenck 
remaining east another week. 

Eddie (Murph) McCaffery, Varte- 
Ty’s circulation dept., saved Joseph 
Jefferson McCarthy Pierson, one of 
Wayne's kids, from drowning. 

Hy (Brooklyn Eagle) Gardner to 
the Coast on holiday and a possible 
film script sale. Will sojourn with 
Art Arthur, ex-Eagle columnist. 

Virginia Campbell (Clark) and 
Richard Clark, legit players, have 
bought a place at Fairfield, Conn. 
Expect to have alterations finished 
by fall. 

Walter Wagner, legit actor and 
stage manager, and Sydney Dank, 
fiction writer, have collaborated on 
a picture story, ‘Secret of the 
Tropics.’ . 

Gladys Henson, London actress 
who last appeared on Broadway in 
‘Set to Music,’ is coming to New 
York in the fall to reside here per- 
manently. 

Georgie Price, actor-broker, who is 
a resident of Miami Beach, will seek 
his divorce from Lorain Manners 
Price, who used to be in his act, in 
the Florida courts. 

Probably the most disconsolate 
group of showmen ever collectively 
assembled are those midway conces- 
Sionaires, .They’ve run out of crying 
towels; now using sheets for weeps. 

Ruby Norton, vet vaudeville single, 
doing - comeback at Bill Hardy's 
Gay 90s, following Joe Howard, Ed- 
die Leonard, John Steel, Yvette 
Rugel, Bert Swor and Charles King 
previously. 

George Pierce, for more than 20 
years stage-doorman at the Empire, 
N. Y., has the same job at the Coun- 
try playhouse, Westport, Conn., this 
Summer. It’s the first time he’s 
‘played’ a strawhat stand. 

Evelyn O'Connell, Par hostess for 
visiting exhibs and _ information 
- on the Fair, finds that many 
or em are as much interested in 
N. Y. sights as they are in Whalen’s 
expo. 

Seymour Weiss, indicted in what 
Westbrook Pegler has dubbed ‘the 
Second Louisiana Purchase,’ is w.k. 
among showfolk. Weiss has inter- 
ests_in the Belmont-Plaza (N.Y.) 
ag ay | Orleans) hotels. 

. coffee-pots report 
breakfast biz up 200%, but off al- 
most as much thereafter, meaning 
hat the midtown tourists scram 
Tight out to the Fair and seemingly 
do all their eating in Flushing from 
luncheon on. 

Bernie’s boy, Jason, a pro- 
duction assistant to Gregory Ratoff 
On the Coast, roomed with Donald 

xon, the new tenor now with the 
maestro’s band. Young Bernie 
Spotted his roommate into his 
father’s combo. 

how bunch mulling the transat- 
lantic flight as an ‘experience’ idea, 


ut general opinion is that it’s one | 


thing to be in a rush between N.Y. 
and L.A., but an ocean voyage is to 
be preferred for more leisurely rest 
and lolling on a ship’s deck. 

Since Fefe’s Monte Carlo dented 





doing a costly facelift on his fash- 
1onable bistro, retaining only the dis- 
tinctive zebra motif. Norman Bel 
Geddes was consulted. Latter gave 
him a $100,000 estimate and Perona 
almost fainted. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Oscar Levant in for a couple of 
days last week to see his mother. 
Mort Englands are back from 
their honeymoon at Niagara Falls. 
Gene Kelly back home for a brief 
rest following closing of ‘One for the 
Money’ in Chi. 
Jimmy Balmer’s 


parents cele- 


brated their 58th wedding anniver- | 


Sary last week, 

Viola Ammon is the new harpist 
with Lee Shelley’s band, his third in 
less than a week. 

Dick Barstow in town for a couple 
of weeks giving hoofing lessons to 
young local hopefuls. 

Mrs. Ray. Wheeler, wife of State 
manager, coming around ail right 
after major operation. 

John Maganotti has reopened 
‘Show Boat’ at new location follow- 
ing month’s shutdown. 

Playwright Al Golden dramatic 
counsellor this summer at a_ boys’ 
camp in the Berkshires. 

Dancer Betty Nylander and her 
father have pulled out for a couple 
of weeks in Atlantic City. 

Edward Gibbons has gone to 
Stockbridge, Mass., to summer-stock 
at the Berkshire Playhouse. 

Dramatic critic Kap Monahan of 
Press off for Denver and bedside of 
seriously ailing mother-in-law. 

Father Flanagan has promised to 
come on from Boys Town for annual 
Variety club shindig in October. 

Howard Dulany left Bill Marshall 
orch here over weekend to join Joe 
Reichman at Chi’s Palmer House. 

Eda Toldi will be featured in ‘Ani- 
mal Kingdom’ and ‘Candlelight’ at 
Mountain Playhouse, Jennerstown, 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








Helen Morgan booked for Brook- 
lyn club, east side nitery. 

Cliff Winehill to mc. Variety 
club’s golf tournament next month. 

George ‘No Coat’ Fury died at Mt. 
Saint Rose Sanitorium after brief ill- 
ness. 

Dave Komm, owner of the Avenue, 
East St. Louis, a patient at the Jew- 
ish hospital. ; 

Herb Buschman, formerly with 
Grand National, has succeeded Leo 
Sullivan at booking desk for Colum- 
bia. 

Mrs. Don Ross, widow of Don Ross, 
mgr. of Loew’s Bridgeport, Conn., in 
charge of check room at Loew’s local 
house, , 

High winds forced cancellation of 
one performance of “The Guardsman 
at Town Square theatre atop west 
end office building. | : 

Harold Bassage, assistant director 
of Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge, 
Mass., inked to direct St. Louis 
School of the Theatre. Will start in 
fall. to 

Samuel Mayes, local violinist, play- 
ing with the Philadelphia orchestra 
for past two seasons, has been upped 
to associate first desk man of the 
cello section. : - 

Johnny Perkins m.c.'d show in 
Municipal Auditorium for delegates 
to annual Elks’ convention and then 
departed for Ft. Worth, Tex., to m.c. 
Casa Manna club for two weeks. 


Philadelphia 


By Herb Golden 








Warner zone meeting set for the 
Bellevue Aug. 15. ee ; 

Billy Hayes orch airing again on 
WIP from Cadillac tavern. 

Norman Ginsberg, publisher, m.c. 
on WPEN’s ‘Very Truly Yours. 

Grand, South Philly, getting first 
date on finally-approved ‘Assassin of 
Yeuth’, ; 

Sam Myerow, Pacific manager for 
Mills Music, at his home here on a 
furlough. 

Moriacher picnic was held Sunday 
at Kugler’s Mohican club on the 
Delaware. 

Frank Capano, song publisher, 
managering Mary Senzefta, eight- 
year-old Chester moppet. 

Frances Eatman back in the Jack 
Lynch line after being out a week 
following a motor accident. 

Jack Bruckner, RKO ad 
manager, returned Monday 
from vacation near Utica, N. Y. 

‘Maurice Gable, Boyd manager, re- 
turns from vacash next Monday (24). 
Harry Tarrante subbing for him, 

Nat Levy and Bill McShea, of the 
RKO h.o., in town last week visiting 


sales 
(17) 


| Frank McNamee, local manager. 


Murray Arnold, WIP p.a., attended 
the NAB convention for lunch last 
Wednesday. Arrived 11 am. left 


1 p.m. ; 

Max Milder, formerly with the old 
Selznick exchange here, now with 
Warners in England, returning for a 
short stay. 

Cal Core, chief inspector for the 
censor board, has resigned. He was 
an appointee of the former Demo- 


his El Morocco, John Perona plans’ cratic regime. 





London 


Betty Frankiss, from ‘Me and My 
Girl,’ wed her solicitor July 6. 

Sam Sax and Joe Ross ‘and Ben- 
nett) reminiscing at private luncheon. 

lange d Sherek to Zurich to see 

lay which he wants to produce in 
ndon. 

Sam Levene and Garson Kanin in 
Paris for coupla days, then London 
to cover the shows. 

Myrna Loy spent only one day in 
London, accompanied by husband, 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 

Black and White: George Black, 
Jr., married Joan White, non-profes- 





sional, in London, July 5. 
Johnny Nit to Australia to play | 


in and also produce dances foi 
Frank Neil’s vaudeville units. 

Jack Payne taking out new vaude- 
ville unit in August, which will be 


titled ‘Lucky Dip,’ a BBC radio title. | 


The Tommy Trinders anxious to 
become dog racing cwners, with Syd 
Hyams offering to sell them some of 
his racers. 

Bill Saal intends staying here six 
months, with Sam Smith having fit- 
ted him an office in British Lion 
Films building. 

Herbert Yates, head of Republic 
Films, expected here Aug. 1, bring- 
ing Gene Autry with him. Intends 
staying six weeks. 

Douglas Byng has joined the Bal 
Tabarin revue at the London Casino 
as an added attraction. Appearing 
only at the supper shows. 

London Palladium management 
postponed Jack Durant 
out of town so as to keep him in 
Jack Hylton’s ‘Band Waggon.’ 

Biggest gag of the week is the 
German government’s spread _ in 
London dailies announcing: ‘Come to 
Germany, the land of hospitality.’ 

‘Printer’s Devil,’ a new play by 
R. F. Delderfield, being presented 
by Jack de Leon at ‘Q’ theatre, star- 
ring Curigwen Lewis, Walter Hudd. 

The Jack Hyltons’ home robbed. 
Having got his ‘Band Wagon’ over at 
the Palladium, Hylton is figuring on 
a trip to New York end of this 
month. 

Joe Friedman, head of Columbia 
Films (London), back from Vittel, 
South of France, where he recupe- 
rated for four weeks after serious 
illness. 

Jack Forester’s deal to make pic- 
ture starring Marlene Dietrich in 
English and French being held up as 
result of smash ‘njuring Captain 
Richard Norton. 

Michael Balcon producing’ at 
Ealing studios screen version of Rob- 
ert Morley’s play, ‘Goodness, How 
Sad,’ starring Clive Brook. Robert 
Stevenson will direct. 

Lawrence Wright, the music pub- 
lisher, has rented from the anony- 
mous purchaser Epstein’s statue of 
Adam. He will exhibit it at Black- 
pool, charging 25c a peep. 

John Barbirelli married Evelyn 
Rothwell at a London register office 
July 5, Couple met when he con- 
ducted the Scottish Mational orch, in 
which the bride was playing. 

Paul Lucas starring in ‘Chinese 
Bungalow,’ being made at Beacons- 
field studios by British Lion Films, 
with Robert Douglas and Jane Bax- 
ter in support. George King di- 
recting. : 

George Barclay’s new super 2,500- 
seater, in South London, will be 
ready in September. Theatre backed 
by Stanley Wooton, wealthy retired 
horse trainer, and will play pictures 
and vaudeville, - 

Maurice Chevalier finally set for 
South African season sometime in 
December. Will head vaudeville 
unit, with Nita Raye, currently play- 
ing opposite him at the Casino de 
Paris, Paris, and six acts, in sup- 
port. Contract calls for eight weeks 
with options. 

The on-and-off deal between Jo- 
seph & Oliver and Mark Woolf to 
lease the Rialto is now definitely on. 
Deal held up when J. & O. found 
they had to invest $30,000 in repairs 
by order of London County Council, 
but despite extra expenditure boys 
take over in September. 


Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 








Bernice Claire to U. S. 

‘Ice Follies’ (M-G)-cold here. 

Dan Casey (Universal) taking va- 
cation trip to U. S. ; 

Richard Crooks concerting 
cessfully in Melbourne 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ (WB) 
has already hit six weeks in Sydney 
for Hoyts. 

‘Captain Starlight?’ (UA) will be 
given quick release at all spots. It S| 
an Aussie yarn. ; 

Anna May Wong is drawing nicely | 
for Tivoli in Melbourne. No talk yet | 
of doing a pic during stay. 

‘Mikado’ (GB) is getting a lot of 
carriage trade at State for Greater 
Union. Pop seats slow in selling. 

Government New South Wales has | 
turned down three applications from | 
indie producers for financial assist- | 
ance. 

William Freshman will direct the | 
Will Mahoney comedy, ‘Come Up. 
Smiling’ for Cinesound. Originally | 
came out as scripter from England. | 

Wirth’s Circus making annual tour | 
of the stix with a heavy lineup of | 
Continental and U. S. acts. Unit! 


suc- 


three weeks | 


spring. 

Bitterly cold weather is not help- 
'ing biz any in New Zealand. Few 
|legit shows going there nowadays 
‘from Australia owing to the mone- 
, tary situation. 

Jan Rubini is being held over by 
| Hoyts for added time at Regent here. 
| Melbourne follows. Rubini also do- 
|ing a Sabbath broadcast overcom- 
| mercial chain. 


| Paris 


| may make trip to New Zealand this 
| 








Basi! Dean in from New York. 

John McCormick, of Leland Hay- 
ward, in town. 

Douglas Fairbanks 
from London. 

Harold Smith, of the Will Hays or- 
ganization, dashed off to Switzerland 
on business. 

Opening of new Boulevard Cinema 
Le Francais, with 1,500 seats, set for 
early September. 
| Rip to put on revue, ‘L’Europe En 
| Nazi’ (‘Nazified Europe’), at Theatre 
| Michel September 15. 
| Grace Moore, accompanied by hus- 
| band, Dr. Valentin Parera, in from 

New York for annual visit. 
‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’ opened 
simultaneously (6) at the Max Lin- 
| der, the Apollo and Le Cesar. 
French papers report that Vsevolod 
Meyerhold, Russian pic director, 
| been arrested by Soviet police. 
| Jean Aragny, dramatic author, 
| many of whose pieces written for the 
| blood-curdling Grand Guignol the- 
|atre, is dead. His “The Killing Ma- 
| chine’ is presently showing there. 

Edward Stirling and his English 
Players returning to Paris this week. 
| Their next offering will be ‘The 
| King’s Arms,’ a historical comedy by 
| Sir John Pollock, English playwright, 
| at the Theatre de l’Oeuvre. 


| Berlin 


State okay necessary for shuttering 
theatres, even for brief period. 

Torch-lit court of Berlin castle re- 
sounds with traditional concerts. 

Japanese Teiko Kiwa doing ‘Ma- 
oe Butterfly’ at Deutsches Opern- 

aus. 

Karl May’s ‘Old  Shatterhand’ 
again open-air performed at Rathen 
near Dresden. 

Edgar Klitsch from Konigsberg 
pulled directing assignment at Ber- 
lin State Opera. 


and wife in 
| 
i 
| 
' 


| 








and ‘Three Women Around Verdi’ 
preemed in one week. 

‘Fairytale of Justice,” comedy by 
Ladislaus Fodor, aptly brought out 
|at Jewish theatre here. 

Leni Riefenstahl awarded Olym- 
pic diploma as suggested by American 
Deputy Avery Brundage. 

Helen Gulbransen, Norwegian dam- 
sel, New York born, debuting in 
Emil Jannings’ Tobis pic, ‘Robert 
Koch’, 


Golden Jubilee 














(Continued from page 2) 





failure of the parties to reach a mu- 
tually agreeable basis of settlement.’ 

These unsettled bills are Phillips 
& Nizer for legal services, $7,590.30; 
Pace Press, for printing 25,000 press 
books, $6,923.73; Donahue & Coe, on 
advertising, $335.96; Paramount Pic- 
tures, on labor, material and other 
expenses in producing a campaign 
trailer, $3,930.64; and also Para- 
mount, sales tax collected on sale of 
accessories, $678.30. 

Statement of receipts and disburse- 
ments shows that total receipts of 
the campaign, excluding money real- 
ized by sale of accessories, was $988,- 
143. The producers and distributors 
donated $500,000, while the affiliated 
theatres of the majors put up $250,- 
000 of the amount. The indie exhibi- 


the audit. 

Disbursements against this amount, 
not including what was spent in fur- 
nishing accessories, totaled $882,403. 
The largest single item was $479,216, 
spent in what is listed as newspaper 
advertisements. Movie Quiz prizes 
themselves were $250,000, of which 
amount six $10 checks are still being 
held by the Chemical Bank because 
of inability to locate those to whom 
| they were. drawn. 

Other items included Movie Quiz 
contest fees and expenses, $25,540; 
exhibitor contest prizes and ex- 
penses, $2,143; production of the 
short, ‘The World is Ours,’ $26,097; 
campaign press book, $12,462; sal- 
aries of New York office, $39,437; 
N. Y. office, regional and local com- 
mittee expenses, $34,465; salaries of 
Hollywood offices and expenses, 
$7,837; and salaries and expenses of 
traveling publicity men, $5,021. 

The net cash receipts from the 
sale of accessories, mostly Movie 
Quiz booklets, was $198,425 while the 
cost of the accessories ran beyond 
that to $201,447. With addition of 
other expenses on accessories, the 
net loss of $13,153 is shown, 





tors tossed in $237,464, according to! S 


Hollywood 


James Gleason laid up with flu. 

George Raft at Hot Springs, Ark. 

Roy Rogers back from 60-day p.a. 
tour. 

Sam Barbanelle to Chicago on 
vacash. 

Ben Stoloff returned from Alaskan 
vacation. 

Lucille Ball ready for work after 
operation. 

James Roosevelt commuted from 
Broadway. 

Jules White returned from Carib- 
bean cruise. 

Lawrence Grant 
Mexico City. 
! Gene Towne back at his desk sans 
his appendix. 





to London via 


Seton I. Miller on four-month 
Oriental trek. 
Beryl Mercer in hospital with 


heart trouble. 

Paul Cavanaugh recovering from 
appendectomy. 

Tex Ritter trekking east on seven- 
week p.a. tour. 

William Herndon joined Everett 
Crosby agency. 

Dan Casey in from Australia for 
studio huddies. 

Wallace Beery to Wyoming for 10 
days of fishing. 

David Loews 
through Canada. 

Lew Seiler back from northwest- 
ern motor vacash. 

Smiley Burnette on six-week tour 
of Atlantic states, 

Edwin Carewe home from hospital 
after heart attack. 

Martha Raye to Frisco for per- 
sonal appearances. 

Nona Quartero granted 
from Joseph Shea. 

Lew Kane and Count Bernivici 
drove in from the east. 

Charles Chaplin appointed Joe 
Collum casting director. 

Clark Gable and Carole Lombard 
back from motor vacation. 

Louis B. Mayer tossed a birthday 
party for Hunt Stromberg. 

Harry Arthur, Jr., in from St. 
Louis to visit his brother Milton. 

Lloyd Wright checked out of the 
hospital after appendix operation. 

Benny Rubin cut himself in on 
Victor Hugo nitery in Beverly Hills. 

R. E. Kingsley gandering studios 
for the Glasgow (Scotland) Sunday 
Maii, 

Martin Jurow heading east on a 
talent quest for Music Corporation 
next month. 

Lee Tracy sailing his yacht in the 


motoring eé€ast 


divorce 


Two Italian pix, ‘Carthago's Fall’? 728¢e to Honolulu, hoping to get back 


to work Aug. 14. 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John J. Bartholomew 








Fred Waring weekends at Shaw- 


ee. 

Installation of park-o-meters hits 
Sherman theatre. 

Patsy O’Daire’s the petite m. c. at 
the Penn-Stroud. — 

_ Freeland’s fightin’ Charley Lloyd 
is a harmonica virtuoso. 

Dick Conrad’s orch (WIP) re- 
turned to Harold Bossard’s Mt. Poc- 
ono grill. 

Bill Diehl’s band set for first of 
four summer terrace dances at Glen 
Brook (22). 

Sammy Kaye and Bob Crosby plan 
short vacations at Buckwood Inn and 
Shawnee country club, respectively. 

Bill Buswell succeeded Jan Krupa 
at the Hammond organ in Penn- 
Stroud grill. Has been featured on 
WGBI, Scranton. 

The Carmen, Minisink Hills, pre- 
sents Marie McKee, Marjorie Sweet, 
Levan and Levan, Johnny Altieri’s 
band and Jane Lee and the Ha- 


waiians. 
By Humphrey Doulens 
Vernon Duke at Cobb’s Mill. 


Burk Symon covering the cornbelt. 
Theresa Helburn fishing in Can» 








ada. 

Tonio Selwart here. Ditto Tony 
arg. 

Lu Monroe back from Cincin- 


nati Opera. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Bull with the 
John Andersons. 

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Munsell, Jr., 
in for a few days. 

E. T. Shurter visiting his daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Leo Marsh, 

Fritz and Carlotta Reiner’s house- 
warming Friday (21). 

Pearl Lapey (Mrs. Pat Powers) 
warbling at Longshore club. 

Jane Cowl opens in ‘Easy Virtue’ 
at Playhouse Monday (24). 

Lily Pons and Andre Kostelanetz 
back from the White mountains. 

Anna Erskine partied the New 
England Players at her Wilton home. 

Harry Archer, with ‘White Sails’ 
at the top of the list, has a new 
waltz song ready. 

Edward McHugh, ‘The Gospel 
Singer,’ on his first visit back to 
Scotland in many years. 

Eddy Duchin’s first visit to Roton 
Point Sunday. Leo Miller’s dances 
there climbing every week. 

Dick Skinner and Day Tuttle try- 
ing to get Lillian and Dorothy Gish 
to do “The Two Orphans’ at Mount 
Kisco. 

Charles Wakefield Cadman here 
with completed score of ‘Pennsyl- 
'vania Symphony’ to be performed by 





| Philadelphia Orchestra next season. 
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OBITUARIES | 


FRANK HARDING 


Frank Harding, music business | 
vet, died in New York, July 16, 
aged 75. 

A pioneer music publisher, his 
publishing business was originally 
established in 1865 by his uncle, 
Edward Harding, a well known bari- 
tone singer. Frank Harding suc- 
ceeded his uncle in 1879, and op- 
erated as a publisher until shortly | 
before his passing. 

His Bowery headquarters was fa- 
mous as the home of Harry Ken-| 
nedy’s hits ‘Molly and I and the 
Baby,’ ‘Patsy Brannigan’ and ‘Say | 
Au Revoir But Not Goodbye.’ Jim | 
Thernton’s best songs were also pub- 
lished by Harding, notably, ‘My | 
Sweetheart’s the Man in the Moon,’ | 
popularized at Tony Pastor’s by his | 
wife, Bonnie Thornton. 

In one of the side rooms at Hard- 
ing’s, long before the advent of to- 
day’s ‘Tin Pan Alley,’ all the song- 
writers of the day congregated to 
write and sell their songs to Hard- | 
ing. Among them were Charley | 
Graham, writer of ‘Two Little Girls 
in Blue,” and Monroe H. Rosenfeld, | 





FRANK R. LOUDIS 


Frank R. Loudis, 77, one-time or- | 
chestra and band leader, died at his 
home in Albany, July 10. With his 
three brothers, he formed a string 
quartet which played at the old 
Globe hotel, Albany, and on the Al- | 
bany-Troy boats. He was in retire- 
ment during recent years. 

Survivors include wife, five sons, | 
four daughters and three brothers. 





JOHN D’GIOVANNI 

John D’Giovanni, 34, actor, died of | 
poisoning at the Will Rogrs Me-) 
morial hospital, Saranac Lake, i 
July 16. 

A patient at the hospital for the | 
last three years, D’Giovanni was a 
suicide according 
county coroner. 





GEORGES DORIVAL 





'and 25% by Disney. In the foreign 
| field, it is understood, the theatres 


bore the majority of the advertising 
expense involved. 

Ad bill on ‘Snow White’ was small 
compared to other big grossers, since 


| the picture had been well publicized 
; over a long period, vastly reducing 


the necessity of selling it through 
paid space. It has been estimated 
that publicity reached a total of be- 
tween 60,000,000 and 70,000,000 peo- 
ple. 

In addition to the advertising 
share it deducts from its end, RKO 
has to charge off the cost of sales on 
‘Snow White’ from its gross return 
of around $1,875,000. This still leaves 
it with a net which, it is said, will 
run twice that of any picture the 
company has ever had. 


An unusual feature of ‘Snow 
White’ was that in the domestic 
market a rental of $4,000,000 is 


realized from a comparatively low 
number of accounts played, 7,800. It 


to verdict of the! thus becomes the highest money- 


getter per account in the history of 
the business. Getting long runs in 
first-run accounts, in some cases the 


Georges Dorival, 78, veteran char- deals were as high as 60% of the 


acter actor who consistently appeared 
with the Comedie Francaise since | 
1917, died in Paris July 16. He | 
planned to retire in September. 

In private life known as Edouard 


Le Marchand, he came to the Com- 


gross from the theatre. A peculiar- 
ity of the picture was that in its 
first runs it gobbled up nearly 
everything in sight, in many cases 
drawing from a radius of 50 miles or 


| more, due, it is believed, to the fact 


|that many people figured they’d 


IN MEMORY OF 


MAURICE STAUB 


‘A life-long friend and business associate 
whom we all loved and will never forget 





author of ‘Take Back Your Gold.’ 


Jack Mills 


have to wait too long for it on sub- 
sequent run or in smaller towns. 
There was one situation in Pennsyl- 
vania where the total attendance at 
the first run was greater than the 
whole population of the town. 
Disney’s second cartoon feature, 
‘Pinnochio,’ will cost around $2,000,- 


000. RKO also releases this one. 





Rubbernecks 
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with the tipper-offers on the inside. 
Result is that location troupes find 


™ | themselves pestered by regiments of 


edie from Odeon where he achieved 


The sentimental J. F. Mitchell wrote | prominence for his interpretation of 
for Harding ‘Lay Me On the Hill- |the Grand Duke in ‘Chantecler.’ His 


side,” ‘A Letter From Ireland’ and 
‘Her Own Boy Jack’—all very popu- 
lar in their day. 

Ed Marks published ‘December 
and May’ with Harding before he 
started his own publishing house 
with ‘The Lost Child’ and ‘My 
Mother Was a Lady.’ 

Will H. Fox, Bill McKenna, Wil- 
liam Lorraine, Joe Sullivan, Pat 
Rooney, Delehanty & Hengler, 
Bobby Newcomb, Tony Pastor and 
Gus Williams were a few of many 
famous oldtime variety stars and 
performers who were also song- 
writers and who contributed popu- 
lar successes to Harding’s catalog. 

Harding’s bcok of ‘Oldtime Jigs 
and Reels’ was celebrated as the 
authority on the subject. 

Harding leaves a daughter, Grace 
W. Chambers, of Richmond, Va., 
and two brothers. Funeral services, 
under auspices of ASCAP at Uni- 
versal Chapel, N. Y., July 19. 





FRANK D. HILL 


Frank D. Hill, 59, for many years 
manager of vaudeville and picture 
theatres here, once a singer in Prim- 
rose and West Minstrel Shows, as a 
protege of George Primrose, died in 
Reading, Pa., July 17. Born in Utica, 
Hill sang in amateur nights where he 
was heard by Primrose who gave 
him singing parts in his show and 
helped him later to get a start pro- 
fessionally. 

Later Wilmer and Vincent, singing 
in vaudeville skits which they wrote 
themselves, opened a_ vaudeville 
house and put Hill in the box office. 
When Wilmer and Vincent, who have 
four theatres in Reading, opened 
their first house here, Hill was made 
manager and played every big time 
act there for seven years. 

For several years he was on the 
road in ‘Actor and Hobo’. Later he 
became builder and part-owner of 
the Lyric, but returned to Wilmer & 
Vincent and managed, in succession, 
three of their houses. He leaves a 
widow, Katharine Menges Hill. 





ETHEL SMALL 

Ethel Small (Schatz), 43, wife of 
Archie Schatz, golfer and comedian, 
and former vaude performer in act 
known as Johnny Small and Small 
Sisters, died in Wheaton, Ili., July 
12 after a long illness. 

She had lived in Wheaton for past 
28 years and operated the Club 
Side Inn with her husband. She was 
in vaudeville for some 16 years, re- 
tiring from the profession about 15 
years ago. Three children and hus- 
band survive. 

Burial in Wheaton. 


| final stage appearance was in the role 


of Montfleury in ‘Cyrano de Ber- 
gerac’ last May. 





BERNARD E. BARLOW 
Bernard E. Barlow, who with his 
wife, Margaret Molie, danced in all 
the major theatres of the United 
States and Canada as the De Muths, 
and who later operated a studio in 
New York, died in Albany July 13. 
Residents of Albany for 25 years, 
the De Muths, as they were gener- 
ally known, conducted a dancing 
studio in Harmanus Bleecker Hall 
after running the Broadway studio 
for 17 years. Widow survives. 





MOREY DRISKO 

Morey Ear! Drisko, 55, former legit 
actor and director, died July 13 in 
Los Angeles after a brief illness. 





Simon Harris, 63, father of Radie 
Harris, radio film commentator, and 
Howard Harris, script writer for the 
Phil Baker program, died of a heart 
attack in New York Sunday (16). 
Also surviving are his widow and 
two other daughters. 





Mother, 62, of Nathan M. Hall, 
treasurer of American theatre, St. 
Louis, died last week. Widow of Nat 
M. Hall, former Alderman of the 


2lst Ward. One daughter and two 
sons survive. 











of F. W. Meyer, manager of KLZ, 
Denver, died July 14, 1939, after an 
illness of three months. 





Mother of Roy Bruder, manager 
of Balaban & Katz Chicago theatre, 
died in Chicago, July 13. 





Grandmother, 94, of Jean Arthur, 
film player, died at Rotterdam, 
N. Y., July 13. 





Disney’s Gross 
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ordinarily includes Canada, but also 
for every other country the picture 
played, based on the amount of 
money he had invested in ‘Snow 
White’, 

Out of the $5,625,000 in gross rental 
to Disney comes the cost of the pic- 
ture and prints, amounting to $1,950,- 
000, in addition to ail trade and fan 
magazine advertising which he 
agreed to assume. Other types of 
advertising, under the deal, includ- 
ing participation in campaigns with 
theatres, were borne 75% by RKO 





tourists and lose a lot of valuable 
time signing autographs and answer- 
ing questions. 

Studio execs can’t do anything 
about this guerrilla warfare, but 
they are doing a pretty good job of 
blocking at the gate, where they are 
attacked by swarms of visiting news- 
paper workers, exhibs and conven- 





tion delegates, accompanied by 


and sundry in-laws. 
hook. The sound stages, 


have definite assignments. 
are entertained at lunch and man- 


from the sound stages. In this way 
the visiting firemen are prevented 
from interfereing with production 
schedules, and at the same time they 
can tell the folks back home how 
they visited the studios, It’s a polite 
v2rsion of the brushoff, 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. C. Louis Murray, 
son, in Pittsburgh, July 10. Mother’s 
the former Betty Smiley, nitery 
dancer, 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Murray, 








Mrs. Caroline Meyer, 72, mother | 


| daughter, July 8 in Los Angeles. 
| Father is studio superintendent of 


| KHJ there. 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry Bryant, daugh- 
ter, July 10 in Los Angeles. Father 
is KHJ studio engineer there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Billy Baer, son, July 
12. in Milwaukee, Father is or- 
| chestra leader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Ailen, son, in 
| Evansville, Wis, Father is associated 
with United American shows. 

Mr. and Mrs, R. S. (Skinny) 
Pryor, daughter, in Austin, Texas. 
Father, theatre owner. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Presley, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, July 13. 
Father is with Walt Disney studio. 

Mr. and Mrs. M. Coates Webster, 
son, in Hollywood, July 10. Father 
is writer at Republic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Nathan, 
daughter, in Hollywood July 12. 
Mother is former Elinor Harriott, 
radio actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Thompson, 
daughter, in Hollywood, July 10. 
Father is with Bell Syndicate. 

Mr. and Mrs. George O’Brien, son, 
July 15, in Hollywood. Father is film 
actor; mother, former Marguerite 
Churchill, screen actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Myro, son, in 
Brooklyn, July 16. Father is a com- 
poser; mother’s former Beatrice Mills 
daughter of Irving Mills. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Wayne, son, 
July 15, in Los Angeles. Father is 
film actor. 





wives, children, sisters, cousins, aunts 


This is where the studio defenders 
do a bit of strategy on their own 
where 
actors are at work, are closed to all 
but local newsmen or others who 
Those 
who manage to crash the main gate 


euvered around to harmless spots far Pp 





| 
House Reviews 











APOLLO, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 338) 


Only a minor portion of her turn is 
spirituals, and out of that idiom she’s 
nothing more than another shoutin’ 
| colored gal with a guitar. u 
Nifty number by the house line 
ifollows, femmes doing a kind of 
|terping jam session, various mem- 
bers coming cut of the chorus for 
| solo bits. Then there’s a specialty 
by Billy and Charley, tappers. 





Two 


tall boys do precision and challenge | 


work that’s not half so clicky as the) beaten boy hails from, couldn’t help 


|}showmanly appearance they make 
|in all-white top hats and tails. 
Latin-American scene follows to 
|pave way for Renee and Estelle, 
|Cuban dancers There’s a skit first 
iby the house comics that’s fairly 


pointless finish here. The Cuban 
terp duo is strong. Aside from be- 
ing nice lookers, they have widely- 
varied and original routines. Guy is 
much more active than the usual 
male of dance teams, while the girl 
shines with educated hips and shoul- 
ders in the South American motif. 

Cooper’s Savoy Sultans band is an 
exceptionally listenable Negro jive 
unit. Although made up of but four 
rhythm instruments, two brasses and 
three reeds, its excellent arrange- 
ments and ‘solid-sending are mindful 
of Larry Clinton. It’s full, but well- 
controlled all the way. 

Vocalist with the crew is Evelyn 
White, a weaker edition of Ella Fitz- 
gerald. She sings in the same idiom 
and is in many respects a plenty 
okay warbler. Scoring against her, 
however, is her mouthing of lyrics 
and careless pronunciation. Went 
over solidly when caught at dinner 
show on opening day (Friday). Biz 
fair, Herb. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 

Nothing startling on this bill. 
There is very little news, and what 
there is isn’t particularly suited to 
camera treatments. What the reels 
need right now is another thriller. 

There are only six genuinely in- 
teresting subjects in the current bill. 
Last week’s all-star ball same (Fox) 
was one, although baseball isn’t an 
ideai sport from a newsreel point-of- 
focus. The mounting tension in 
Danzig provides Paramount with a 
lengthy clip. Purportedly ‘uncen- 
sored’ film, it contains nothing ex- 
plosive, but has more than routine 
significance simply because of what 
may happen in that territory any 
day. Shots of the German fleet are 
fairly graphic. 

Views of the Jap capture of 
Swatow (Fox) are passable, but 
nothing like the nerve-tingling stuff 
from Shanghai two years ago. Clip 
of a couple of youngsters doing a 
song-and-dance turn at a moppet 
show (Metro) is okay for a novelty, 
while an ‘interview’ (Pathe) with 
the new Federal Security Adminis- 
t-ator and pone presidential can- 
didate, Paul V. McNutt, and shots of 
Harry Bridges on his way to de- 

ortation hearings (F..the) are of 
interest. One thing is immediately 
evident about McNutt, he’s a hand- 
some gent who's a terrific scenery- 
chewing spellbinder, 

Among good but unexciting clips 
are those about gas-mask manufac- 
turing and U. S. coast defense 
(Metro), arrival of French battle- 
‘ships in New York for Bastille Day 
ceremonies (Fox), Kentucky flood 
scenes (Pathe), the couple stuck 
aloft on the New York World's Fair 
parachute jump (Fox), soap box 
derby and girl sea scouts (both Fox), 
new kind of heat-resi-ting glass 
(Pathe), autogiro airmail (Pathe), 
Montauk auto races (U), girl boxers 
(U) and a slightly better-than-aver- 
age horse race (Metro). Hobe. 


MARRIAGES 


Frances Taylor to Elbert Walker, 
KHJ transcription engineer, July 15, 
in Los Angeles. 

Amanda Duff, film actress, to 
Philip Dunne, screen writer, July 15, 
in Virginia City, Nev. 

Helen Carroll, of the ‘Merry Macs,’ 
to Carl Kress, NBC staff guitarist 
and owner of the Onyx Club, N. Y., 
in New York, July 16. 

Elizabeth Marvin to Douglas Cor- 
rigan, in San* Antonio, Texas, July 
17. Bride is active in local dra- 
matic circles. 

Mildred McKee to Joe Weeks, in 
Middletown, Ind., July 10. He is an- 
nouncer at WJR, Detroit. 

Elaine Cox to Willy Pogany, in 
Las Vegas, Nev., July 11. He is por- 
trait painter and film art director. 

Betty May Warner to Milton Sper- 
ling, in Beverly Hills, Cal., July 12, 
Bride is Harry M. Warner’s daugh- 
ter. 

Nathalie Hammerstein to Tom 
Gerety, in New York, July 14. Gerety 
is Metro publicity; bride, secretary 
there for years. 

Paula Stone to Duke Daly, July 16 
in Los Angeles. She's the actress- 
daughter of Fred Stone; he’s an or- 
chestra leader. 

Bernice Garbi to Homer Skillion, 
July 17, in San Bernardino. He’s 
manager of the Strand, Pasadena. 








funny, but blacks out with the usual | 











BILLY CONN WRESTS 
TITLE FROM BETTINA 


By JACK PULASKi 


Fight fans sizzled in Madison 
Square Garden last Thursday (13) 
through 15 rounds of corking fisti- 
cuffs which ended with handsome 
Billy Conn of Pittsburgh winning 
the 175-pound or light-heavyweight 
title from Melio Bettina. All the 
bands in Beacon, N. Y., where the 





him. 
Leading a couple of thousand 
townspeople, the tooters marched 


across town from Grand Central 
putting up quite a show with ban. 
ners, badges and gay music. Before 
the introductions the bands blared 
forth from both ends of the arena 
but had little chance to go into ac. 
tion thereafter for their idol was up 
against a master boxer, and the hall 
was a hot box. The small town 
bunch took al] the 13 to 5 offered 
against Melio and had nothing left 
but their tickets home. 


After the match, several sports 
writers opined that in about two 
years Conn, who is no relative to 
Harry, will be ready for Joe Louis, 
By then he will have gained pound- 
age and may develop a heftier wal- 
lop. Other fight experts have a dif- 
ferent opinion, however. They in- 
sist he is a cream-puff puncher 
without the will to wade in and mix 
it as a champion should. 


Had Bettina waged the same bat- 
tle throughout as he did in the first 
five rounds the answer would have 
been different. He changed style at 
least three times, resorting to a 
crouch for a time but that did no 
good, for  sharp-shooting Billy 
promptly straightened him up. Go- 
ing in close, Melio did well in the 
early third of the match and the 
odds dropped to 2 to 1. Conn 
was somewhat out of order with his 
mitts but nine rounds were easily in 
his favor in this first appearance as 
a heavy after twice licking Fred 
Apostoli in the 160 division. 


Even though Conn is not supposed 
to have a hefty wallop, he shook up 
Bettina more than once with right 
counters to the chin. Those socks 
generally came during punching flur- 
ries that had the sweating fans up 
on the chairs and were the only in- 
stances when the upstater was forced 
to back up. Billy’s footwork was far 
the better, while his left jabs and 
hooks were the bacon-getters. De- 
spite all the milling and the count- 
less times that Bettina stopped 
leather with his kisser, there was 
little claret. Conn’s right eye was 
opened in the 13th but he was other- 
wise Okay and caught many blows 
on ‘his arms. 


Jimmy Grippo, who is a magician 
and manager of Bettina, couldn’t do 
anything about the licking his boy 
was taking. Grippo (who looks like 
Phil Loeb) tried to put the evil eye 
on Billy but that didn’t work. He 
stared at Conn’s corner between 
rounds, then concentrated on his 
man when his stuff flopped. 


Last time that Bettina was in the 
Garden he stopped Tiger Fox, 
Grippo getting some credit for the 
win, It seems, however, that Fox 
had been knifed in Harlem just 
previously. The colored socker was 
on the bill again Thursday and still 
under standard. Dave Clark, another 
brown bomber from Detroit, copped 
an eight-rounder from him without 
much ado, cutting the Tiger more 
than anyone around here in a long 
while. 


Next major boxing event is carded 
for Aug. 22, when Henry Armstrong 


and Lou Ambers meet again at the 
Yankee Stadium. 





Legiter To Radio 
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programs originated at the Ambassa- 
dor theatre. Vanderbilt has been 
operated by Martin Jones, who, with 
the backing of O. H. Olmstead, 
bought the house. Last season it was 
remodeled and the stage enlarged, 
but the spot was unfortunate in 
bookings. ‘Someone’ has been guar- 
anteeing the theatre for some time. 

Another closing this week is the 
revival ‘Outward Bound’ at the 
Playhouse, where it is in its 31st 
week, 14 more than the original 
Broadway engagement. Play was 
aimed into August, but business 
dropped to a slender profit margin 
and cast withdrawals made con- 
tinuance risky. 
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Covt’s $3,000,000 Appropriation for N.Y. 
And Frisco Expos Irks Congress 








Washington, July 18. 
Handling of Federal Government’s 
$3,000,000 appropriation for the New 
York World’s Fair may be investi- 
ed by Congress as result of scrap- 


which resuited Monday (17) in 
the House’s refusal to consider bills 
authorizing more money for both 
the Flushing and the San Francisco 
expositions. There is talk of seek- 


gat 
ping 


ing a special committee to delve into 
the records and find out why addi- | 


tional funds are desired. 


The bill offered by Representative ployees will be Kept on, the Work | 
Matthew Merritt to e ve New York | Projects boss declared, and certified | 
another $851,111 was dropped from | project workers may be carried | 
the House calendar as the result of | through to October. 
be | latter class will be ousted Aug. 31, | 
prought up now unless (1) the Rules | however, due to a provsion of the! 


repeated objections. Cannot 
Committee grants parliamentary 
clearance, and (2) majority of the 
members vote to consider it. 

At the same time, Representative 
Charles Kramer of Los Angeles pre- 
vented consideration of a bill by 
Representative Franck Havenner of 
San Francisco to give the Golden 
Gate show another $606,650. Kramer 
has been responsible for keeping the 
New York measure bottled up and 
said he was trying to be consistent. 

The Federal participation in both 
fairs has been a matter of contro- 
versy for some time. Original re- 
quests for large appropriations were 
pruned, with President Roosevelt 
vetoing the first measure passed for 
New York, but finally consenting to 
an outlay of $3,000,000. Now that 
New Yorkers want more, the Cali- 
fornians figure they are entitled to 
similar charity. 

More Disclosures 


Disclosure that considerable relief 
cash was spent on the New York 
show has infuriated economy-minded 
members, while Kramer is sore be- 
cause he has been unable to get 
detailed reports on how the $3.900,- 
000 was used. Inquiries developed 
that over $800,000 remained on hand 
June 1, although the buildings are 
supposed to have been finished. 
Kramer charged that the money has 
been spent for other purposes than 
were outlined to Congress original- 
ly. The Frisco show still had $600,- 
000 in the till on the same date but 
no similar accusations have been 
heard, 

The official U. S. Budget showed 
actual obligations in the year ended 
June 30, 1938, were $199,418 for the 
Flushing expo, with estimated out- 
lay in the year following $2,270,267. 
Kramer cannot find out why the 
cash on hand was a couple of hun- 
dred thousand more than it should 
have been or just where the money 
that has been spent actually went. 

Personal resentment over the 
treatment of legislators is partly re- 
sponsible for the jam over the bills. 
While Kramer denied he is peeved 
Over any such trivial matters, a good 
many members came home from a 
recent junket to New York exasp- 
erated over food and drink prices, 
and others are burned because they 
have not received large numbers of 
Passes. Some of the Californians 
complain the Frisco crowd was de- 
cidedly tight, particularly in con- 


om to the Texans a couple of years 
0. 





WPA Reprieve 
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will be required, however, to report 
end sign in daily at headquarters. 
Included among those who will be 


retained through August are WPA-| 


ers who received pink slips. Latter, 


which called for termination of em-| 


Ployment July 15, have been re- 
— according to latest informa- 
n. 
_ Professional delegation to Wash- 
ington also was received by Senator 
Wagner, who is reported readying a 
bill to restore FTP. Other plans to 
introduce similar measures, in com- 
binantion with legislation referring 
to labor dispute over the discontinu- 
ance of prevailing WPA wages, were 
Set back when congressmen decided 
not to counter administration's stand 


that unions cannot strike against the 
Government. 





Slow Death 
Washington, July 18. 
Slow disintegration of the Federal 
Theatre Project—killed by Congress 
three weeks ago—was outlined Sat- 
urday (16) by Col. F. C. Harrington, 
Commissioner of Works Projects, in 


1 an announcement that some project 
employees will be carried on the}! 


rolis for one and three-month pe- 
riods prior to October 1, 


For the two months beginning Au- 
gust 1, no activities wll be carred on, 
Col, Harrington explained. During 
the month of July activities of as 
many workers as possible will be 
‘devoted to the liquidation of the 





project and the care and preserva- 

tion of the materials and supplies 

which had been purchased for it.’ 
Supervisory and administrative em- 


Many of the 


| recently enacted Emergency Relief 


| Appropriation Act, which discontin- 


|ued the FTP, which requires a lay- 
| off by that date of ali relief workers, 
|excepting veterans, who have had 
continuous employment for 
than 18 months. A ‘relatively large 
number’ of the employees fall in this 
category, Harrington explained. 


Aquacade’s Click 
Inspires Frisco 
‘Water Follies 


Having come east on business for 
a week, Billy Stein is returning to 
Frisco where he will put on a Water 
Follies, under a roof, at the San 
Francisco exposition, for which pur- 








| artists at Jones Beach, 
| cade click at the N. Y. World’s Fair 
| undoubtedly . inspired the 


| expo move. 

Stein is also a paid official of the 
|S. F. show, as aide to the managing 
| director, besides being v.p. of Music 
| Corp. of America, which started a 
| succession of name band bookings 
| with Benny Goodman and Kay 
| Kyser on Treasure Island. 


Both Billy Stein and J. C. Stein, 
his brother, who is prez of MCA, 
found Grover Whalen ‘too tough’ 
when seeking to interest the N. Y. 
Fair in name bands as lures to hypo 
the midway, said maestros to give 
free shows, etc., as in Frisco. 

$750,000 Net First Year 

At its present pace, and consider- 
ing that it has already cleared its 
production cost, Billy Rose’s Aqua- 
cade at the N. Y. World’s Fair is 
figured to net $750,000 the first year 
of its operation. A total gross of 
$2,000,000 now appears a certainty 
as result of an attendance expec- 
tancy of nearly 4,000,000 in six 
months. 

Aquacade cost $360,000 to produce, 
this sum including the expense of 
putting a roof over the stadium of 
the N. Y. State Building’s amphi- 
theatre. Nearly half of this cost was 
immediately balanced, however, by 
the sale of concessions and ballyhoos 
over the p.a. system to Pabst (beer) 
Pepsicola and Chesterfield cigarets 
for a reputed $170,000. 

Up to the end of last week, Aqua- 
cade had played to over 1,500,000 per- 
sons in 11 weeks, and there are still 
15 weeks to go before the Fair 
shutters Oct. 31. 
pacity, the spot is geared to play to 
| well over 200,000 admissions weekly 
at an admish scale of 40c for 8,000 
| seats and 75-99¢ for the remaining 
_ 2,000. 
| Weekly nut of Aquacade is slightly 
over $30,000, plus 10% of the gross 
| which is divided between 








$200,000; $780,000 will be paid out for 
the show’s upkeep (salaries, etc.), 
leaving Rose a gross profit on ad- 
missions of $1,020,000. With $170,000 
in concession coin added, and $360,- 
000 of initial outlay subtracted, 
Aquacade will have a total net 
profit of $830,000. 


Aquacade, as a title and: idea, ac- 


who was the Grover Whalen of the 
Cleveland Exposition and is now 
Rose’s general manager. Dickey has 
a sizeable piece of the show. 





more 


pose he signed many of the marine | 
The Aqua- | 


Frisco : 


At 10,000-seat ca- | 


the Fair | 
Corp and the N. Y. State for the use | 
of the amphitheatre. Computed on) 
the basis of a $2,000,000 gross; the 
Fair and the N. Y. State will divide | 


tually belongs to Lincoln C. Dickey, | 





BOONE VS. CASEY 





, Who’s Who and What’s What on N.Y. 


Fair Publicity? 





A showdown loomed this week 
over the New York World’s Fair 
publicity setup, with Leo Casey and 
| his staff pitted against Perley Boone 
and what remains of his old pub- 
licity force. Casey was brought in 
several weeks ago from the N.Y. 
Daily News to serve as publicity 
aide to Grover Whalen and liaison 
man with New York newspapermen 
covering the exposition. At that 
time, it was announced that Boone 
| would remain as head of fair pub- 
| licity. Boone is credited with ap- 

proving the arrangement. 








} 


| 


Saturday (15) morning to learn how 
he stood because claiming three men 
had quit to go with Casey. At that 
| time he announced he still was chief 
of the press department and that he 
was going to remain in charge until 
| an executive order went through to 
| the contrary. Understood that Boone 
wanted to know at this confab 
whether any other members of his 
staff wanted or intended leaving to 
go over with Casey’s office. 

| Casey has offices in the Working 
Press building, with a staff or five 
| or six. Boone still keeps his head- 
quarters in the Publicity-Promotion 
building across the street. It is out- 
side the fairgrounds while the Work- 
ing Press structure is inside, as re- 
sult of moving the turnstiles several 
weeks ago. 

Boone thus far has retained his 
| complete staff of photographers, but 
| both his staff and that of Casey still 
| are wondering just how they stand. 
| Workers on both staffs believed 
there would be some definite show- 
down over the weekend, but now 
it appears to have been indefinitely 
postponed. 

Veterans with Boone’s staff were 
| informed by their chief that he did 
| not intend to be superseded with- 
| out a fight. In the interim, the ex- 
position virtually has two different 
| adait on newspaper publicity. In 








addition, the feature publicity divi- 
sion, which was set up to handle 
| magazine and trade paper items, still 
|}remains in existence. It also is in 
the Publicity-Promotion building. 


Bill Yolen, who has been pub- 


the midway since the fair opened, 
yesterday (Tues.) joined the ex- 
position’s publicity staff, being at- 
| tached to Commander Howard M. 
Lammers’ office. Lammers is chair- 
man of the Amusement Control 
committee. Yolen’s assignment will 
be to publicize the entire amuse- 
ment area rather than any specific 
show. 


Philly’s Fair ‘Expose’ 
Sample of Bad Press 
N. Y. Expo’s Getting 


Philadelphia, July 18. 

| he Evening Public Ledger here 
yesterday began a series of stories 
‘exposing’ the New York World’s 
' Fair. First of the articles was given 
/tremendous play with a three-col- 
|umn head at the top of page one 
| reading: ‘Lack of Attendance Perils 
| New York Fair.’ It broke over to 
the inside pages for three columns. 
| Start of the series, written by Eve- 
| lyn Shuler, the sheet’s ace expose 
| artist, was ballied with ads in other 
_papers, while the Ledger’s trucks 
‘and newsstands throughout the city 
were plastered with cards announc- 
ing, ‘The truth about the Fair.’ 

| With many people in the city and 
| several of the other papers already 
comparing Whalen’s wonderland 
‘with Philly’s mammoth floperoo in 
| 1926, the Sesqui-Centennial, the 
Ledger series comes at an opportune 
| time. Despite the tone of the her- 











| alds and headlines, however, the first | 
article was not at all vehement or a} 


censure of the Fair. On the con- 
trary, it was sympathetic in parts 
and urged Philadelphians to sieze 
the opportuniyt to see an exposition 
the likes of which they'll not get 
for long time to come. 

Following a lengthy discussion of 
how disappointing is the attendance 
at Flushing, Miss Shuler goes into a 
factual discourse of the troubles and 
complaints of the concessionaires 
and industrial exhibitors. She also 


ing the big show and takes the trans- 
portation system apart. She figures 
out that to see everything (neglect- 
ing to add that you’d have to do 
it on one gate admission, in other 
words in one day), it would cost 
$16. 








Boone called a meeting of his staff | 


}Mission to the New 


$1 Combo Ticket, Worth$225,N.Y. 
Fair's Only Cut-Rate Concession 
So Far; All Want to Up That Gate 





Instead of reducing the 75c. ad- 
York World’s 
Fair, the executive committee this 
week decided to try out a $1 bar- 
gain ticket (worth $2.25), good only 
Saturday and Sunday. Experiment 
will be tried this weekend (July 22- 
23). The $1 bargain coupon (50c. 
for children) wili include the usual 


| admission to the exposition grounds, 





licizing Dufour & Rogers shows on} 


points out the high cost of attend- | 





| 20c. worth of frankfurters or other 


pop-priced food and $1.30 worth of 
midway attractions, with holders 
permitted to pick five attractions. 
These shows are listed in five groups. 
Apparently the Fair management 
will try this and other coupon com- 
binations for the present, reducing 
the actual outlay to see thé exposi- 
tion, without actually fixing a 50c. or 
lower gate. Concessionaires heard 
that the expo management was 
about to give in last week on a re- 
duced gate, but suddenly switched 
its atttitude to the bargain-day stunt 
when upped attendance came on 
Saturday and Sunday. However, it’s 
reached the stage where prexy 
Grover Whalen now admits he will 
consider proposals to trim admis- 
sions. Cut in auto parking fees from 
50c. to 25c. is being used as a bell- 
wether by the concession people to 
advocate a main gate slash. Con- 
sidering the previous brushoff by the 
management, this is seized upon as 
encouraging by fair showmen. 

Only previous admish coneesh was 
the cut of the 75c gate to 50c for 
block groups of 500 or more. This is 
regarded as a pretty shallow gesture, 
however, since even the largest busi- 
ness Organizations couldn’t spare its 
employees unless done on the Satur- 
day half-holidays. But indicates a 
trend towards bolstering the gate. 
That’s the case of Arnold Constable. 
the N.Y. department store, which 
has July 22 (a Sat.) scheduled for 
2,200 admissions. Guaranty Trust 
Co, bought 5,000 such ducats. The 
—y parking cut went into effect July 
4. 

The industrial exhibitors are put- 


more attendance whether there is a 
payoff on the bonds or not. Some 
have indicated they would rather 
write off any loss suffered in re- 
demption of bonds as part of the 
cost of their exhibit than miss those 
big attendance days. And these ex- 
hibitor bondholders make no bones 
about saying they are not in sym- 
pathy with a small, select group of 
bondholders who still hold to the 
belief that a 75c. gate is their sole 
means of getting money back on the 
bonds. 

This large group of bondholders, 
with millions tied up, now claim 
there will be no payoff on the Fair 
liens anyway if the midway doesn’t 
start making money soon. And that 
the only way it can show a profit 
is through larger attendance. 

Better Press 

During the week the Fair has been 
getting a more favorable press, it be- 
ing the intent of the management to 
dissipate the general idea out of town 
that the costs of coming to New York 
and seeing the Fair are too high. 
Move to reduce the tickets from 75c 
to 50c is therefore in line with the 
movement, which started with the 
lowering of parking feés from 50c to 
25c, and the subsequent jump in the 
number of cars parked. 

More favorable attitude of the 
press dates from the appointment of 
Leo Casey, who was connected with 
the N. Y. News and formerly of the 
Journal, to contact newspapers per- 
sonally. One of the favorable breaks 
in the dailies was the story of a cou- 
ple who were marooned more than 
four hours in the air at the parachute 
jump. Editors were at first wary and 
several carefully checked up to Jearn 
if the accident was a publicity stunt. 





Errors Trail Circus— 
Even to Nearly Paying 
Twice for Same Ads 





ting the heat on to cut the scale all 
through the day, as the expectancy 
‘of 250,000-per-day attendance has 
never come to pass. The exhibitors 
have contended they committed 
themselves to such costly buildings 
only on that understanding. 
Bond Refund 


Concession people have complained 
about pvor business and the doubtful 
chances of getting their investments 
back, but the management corpora- 
tion itself appears to be in solid 
financial condition. That is indicated 
by the first refunding payment on the 
bonds, remittances of 5% having 
been received last week, evidently 
based on the surplus counted for the 
first two months of operation. Two 
more refunds of 5% will be made 
this year. 

Total cost of the Fair was plaeed 
around $155,000,000, but the bond is- 
sue does not cover th:! total. Ex- 
hibitors and foreign governments ex- 
pended $60,000,000, N. Y. city and 
state put in $26,500,000 combined, 
concessionaires around $10,000,000, 
the Federal Government $3,500,000, 
and the various states around $5,- 
000,000. 

Little if any of those investments 
are refundable, since the money was 
used for goodwill, exhibitions which 
are almost exclusively for advertis- 
ing purposes, and at least one perma- 
nent building, that the state’s amphi- 
theatre, 

The Fair corporation, however, sold 
around $50,000,000 in bonds. A fairly 
heavy percentage was privately ab- 
sorbed, while the balance was sold in 
a drive taking in the city’s financial 
and commercial enterprises, also any 
number of organizations and indi- 
viduals. Indicated that around $2,- 


sue’s first refunding operation. 

It was reported that the bonds 
were sold with the provision that the 
admittance fee would be 75c¢ and that 
it would be necessary for bondhold- 
ers to accede to the present move to 
lower the cost of admissions. Whether 
that situation exists was not verified 
by the management. 

Understanding at the Fair is that 
exposition admish fee can't be le- 
gally changed from 75c. without ob- 
taining approval of majority bond- 
holders. Which is why there is stall- 
ing on outright reduction. 

However, bondholders having 
$500,000 to $6,000,000 invested in ex- 





hibits at the fair, emphatically want 


500,000 was disbursed on the bond is- | 





Detroit, July 18. 

Adrian, Mich., for weeks has been 
plastered with paper for the coming 
of the Parker & Watts circus last 
week. Townsfolk stood in the streets 
for hours awaiting the show’s pa- 
rade, but it never appeared. 

At the same time, people in Per- 
rysburg, O., were more than sur- 
prised to find a circus parade march- 
ing through town with no advance 
bally. Show gave two packed per- 
formances, nevertheless. 

To top off the mixup on the route 
list, P. & W. rep went to Adrian the 
morning before the circus was to 
arrive and began to pay off adver- 
tising bills. He didn’t learr until a 
couple of honest people refused his 
coin that the stuff had all been paid 
for in advance. 


PAN-AMERICAN EXPO 
IDEA FOR N. ORLEANS 


New Orleans, July 18. 

At the suggestion of James M. 
Thomson, publisher of the Item- 
Tribune, the Association of Com- 
merce announced Saturday (15) that 
a special committee of civic leaders 
will be appointed this week to study 
costs, possible sites and a possible 
date for a Pan-American »*xposition 
in New Orleans. 

The exposition would be in the 
nature of a World’s Fair with a 
Centra’ and South American tie-in, 
and would not be held until the San 
Francisco and New York World’s 
Fairs are over 











New Rink to Battle With 


Cleve. Arena for Ice Shows 


Cleveland, July 18. 

Another ice-skating palace is 
springing up here to cut in on Al 
| Sutphin’s 10,000-seater Arena, which 
has had the monopoly on touring ice 
| attractions and hockey matches. 
| Walter Fahrenholz, Ralph D. Grin- 
‘field ana George McAllister are chief 
backers of new enterprise, incorpo- 
rated as Ice Club of Cleveland, Ine. 
Emporium being built at a cost be- 
tween $75,000 and $85,000 will seat 
about 6,000 and can be transformed 
| for boxing, wrestling and plays. 
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